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PREFAC 


LETTE.RS  wrote  in  the  fcene  and  at 
the  time^pf  aftions  and  negotiations, 
efpecially  when  wrote  by  perfons  pre- 
fent  at  thofe  actions,  and  employed  in  thofe 
negotiations,  are  with  reafon  deemed  the  moft 
proper  means  of  obtaining,  and  conveying 
down  to  pofterity,  jufl  and  authentick  ac- 
counts of  the  tranfadtions  to  which  they  relate. 
Thefe  accounts  are  generally  more  enlivening 
than  narrations  purely  hiftorical  on  the  fame 
fubjeft,  reprefenting  things  (which  Poets  choole 
to  do  to  render  them  ntore  agreeable  as  well 
as  moving)  in  the  very  attion,  bringing  us  as 
it  were  either  back  to  thofe  times,  or  expofing 
them  fo  naturally  to  our  view,  that  we  are  in 
a  manner  prefent  at  them ;  fo  that  they  are 
often  as  entertaining  as  any  poetical  defcrip- 
tions ;  and  whilft  they  afford  us  the  fame  plea- 
fure  which  the  fidtion  of  a  warm  and  fine 
imagination  in  a  Poet  is  able  to  create,  they 
do  it  with  this  advantage,  that  they  have  truth 
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on  their  fide.  They  cannot  therefore  well  fail 
of  pleafmg  in  all  cafes,  but  muft  be  more  fo 
in  matters  of  importance  and  in  the  relation  of 
confiderable  events,  wherein  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  things  occur  worthy  of  the  obfervation, 
and  ufeful  for  the  inftrudtion,  of  pofterity. 

There  are  abundance  of  paflages,  incidents, 
and  circumftances  of  tranfadtions,  that  are  cu- 
rious in  themfelves,  and  would  be  entertaining 
in  the  relation,  which  generally  pafs  off  un- 
heeded, whilft  every  body  is  taken  up  with 
reflecting  on  the  main  event ;  and  are  there- 
fore generally  (perhaps  as  not  having  an  imme- 
diate influence  thereon,  or  elfe  as  being  utterly 
unknown  to  them)  not  taken  notice  of  by 
Kiftorians,  and  fo  would  be  loft  in  eternal 
oblivion,  were  they  not  preferved  in  fuch  Let- 
ters, and  retrieved  by  the  publication  thereof 
to  the  world.  This  is  never  more  remarkably 
die  cafe  than  in  the  times  of  troubles,  and  of 
great  revolutions  in  States  and  Kingdoms, 
which  are  always  attended  with  a  wonderful 
variety  of  events.  They  are  of  all  others  the 
worft  times  certainly  to  live  in  -9  it  being  im- 
poflible  for  the  beft  and  wifeft  men  to  condudt 
themfelves  fo,  as  to  pafs  through  the  various 
turns  and  viciffitude  of  affairs  in  fuch  times 
without  confiderable  lofles  in  their  private  for- 
tunes, 
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tunes,  and  bearing  a  (hare  in  the  calamities  of 
the  publick :  but  no  times  afford  more  amufe- 
ment  and  entertainment  to  a  reader;  efpecially 
when  numbers  of  perfons  are  affetted  thereby 
and  interefted  therein;  many  of  which  feel  a 
delight,  and  all  of  them  gratify  a  curiofity,  in 
reviewing  the  condudt  of  their  anceftors,  and 
learning  particulars  of  the  fufferings  of  their 
families. 

There  is  ftill  another,  and  that  a  very  ma- 
terial circumftance,  which  makes  Letters  wrote 
in  an  age  of  troubles  and  confufion  the  more 
valuable,  and  the  printing  of  them  more  de~ 
Arable.  It  is  a  natural  incident  to  fuch  an  age, 
that  Memoirs  of  Treaties,  Negotiations,  and 
Tranfa&ions,  Publick  Inftruments,  and  other 
Papers,  which  in  times  of  peace  and  order  ufe 
regularly  to  be  brought  into  publick  offices  and 
the  proper  repofitories  of  Papers,  are  not  there 
lodged  in  times  of  confufion ;  a  defect  which 
cannot  be  better  fupplied  than  by  fuch  Letters, 
This  was  in  fad:  the  cafe  of  the  times  that 
pafl'ed  between  the  years  164 1  and  1660,  there 
being  to  be  found  in  our  archives  but  very 
little  of  the  publick  tranfa&ions  within  this 
kingdom,  from  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
War  to  the  death  of  King  Charles  the  Firft, 
*nd  nothing  at  all  of  the  ftate  of  the  King's 
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affairs  and  negotiations  abroad  from  that  time 
to  King  Charles  the  Second  YReftoration. 

For  thefe  reafons  I  conceived  it  would  be 
both  agreeable  to  the  reader,  and  ufeful  to  the 
world,  to  publifh  this  Collection  of  Letters, 
wrote  during  that  interval,  and  relating  to  the 
affairs  of  England.  It  confifts  of  original  Let- 
ters and  Relations,  which  I  found  among  the 
firft  Duke  of  Ormondes  papers :  only  the  Let- 
ters of  Venables  and  Thurlce  are  taken  from 
their  originals  now  in  my  hands,  and  thofe  of 
R.  Cromwell  from  the  copies  thereof,  fent  at 
the  time  of  their  refpeftive  dates  to  Admiral 
Montagu,  afterwards  Earl  of  Sandwich,  and 
were  by  me  refcued  from  the  flames  to 
which  they  were  deftined,  and  which,  I  fear, 
confumed  the  reft  of  that  Nobleman's  papers. 
There  are  in  it  no  Relations  that  I  had  reafon 
to  think  were  ever  printed  before  -,  and  no 
Letters  but  what  I  thought  curious  and  im- 
portant, or  were  wrote  by  perfons  in  the  great- 
eft  employments.  The  firft  volume  goes  to 
the  year  1652,  and  the  occurrences  andtranf- 
aftions  in  England  alone  make  the  fubjeft 
thereof  till  A.  D.  1648:  but  after  that  year 
thofe  of  Scotland,  and  the  condition  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  affairs  and  negotiations  abroad,  are  related 
in  the  Letters  of  the  King,  Secretary  Long,  Lord 
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Byron,  Lord  Jerrnyn,  and  Secretary  Nicholas ; 
who  receiving  from  the  moft  confiderable  per- 
fons  in  England  conftant  accounts  of  affairs 
within  this  nation,  tranfmitted  them  regularly, 
with  all  foreign  advices,  to  the  Duke  of  Or- 
monde during  the  time  he  was  employed  in 
the  government  of  Ireland.  Such  alfo  of  his 
Grace's  Letters  as  were  wrote,  either  from  that 
kingdom,  upon  his  advice  being  afked  with 
regard  to  their  own  conduit  or  affairs  abroad 
by  the  King,  Lord  Digby,  and  Secretary  Ni- 
cholas, or  in  165 1  whilft  he  was  in  France, 
are  inferted  in  the  fame  volume,  and  will  give 
delight  to  every  reader. 

Thofe  Letters  indeed  of  the  Duke  of  Or- 
monde, which  were  wrote  between  Jan.  1648 
and  Decemb.  1650,  when  he  left  Ireland,  and 
related  purely  to  Irifh  affairs  within  thofe  pe- 
riods of  time,  I  omitted  in  the  firft  volume ; 
as  thinking  them  more  proper  to  appear  with 
other  Letters  (which  I  have  by  me  copied 
ready  for  the  prefs)  written  upon  the  fame 
fubjedt,  and  during  the  fame  interval.  But  by 
a  miftake  in  the  calculation  of  the  Letters 
that  were  to  compofe  the  fecond  volume,  and 
by  my  not  being  fenfible  there  were  fome 
fheets  wanting  to  make  it  of  the  fame  fize  as 
the  firft,  till  it  was  too  late  to  temedy  the 
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error  in  any  other  manner,  I  have  now  add- 
ed thejn  at  the  end  of  the  fecond  volume, 
which  contains  the  Letters  relating  to  the  King's 
affairs  and  negotiations  from  the  year  1652 
(when  the  Lord  Chancellor  Hyde  and  the  Duke 
of  Ormonde  had  the  chief  management  thereof) 
to  the  time  of  his  Reftoration.  They  are  now 
publifhed  for  the  ufe  of  the  world,  and,  with- 
out any  refleftions  or  obfervations  of  my  own, 
ftibmitted  to  the  reader's  judgment, 

Noyemh.  ift, 
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Sir  Patrick  Wemyfs  to  the  Earl  of  Ormonde. 

My  Lord  and  Patron, 

THE  1 8th  of  this  month  I  came  to  Edin-  A,D.  1 641 
burgh,  where  the  King  is  frill ;  Sir  Henry 
Vane  is  gone  to  fome  houfe  of  his  own 
in  Northumberland,  and  is  expected  this 
night  at  Court.  I  delayed  delivering  your  Lordfhip's 
letter  to  his  Majefty  till  his  return,  fearing  both  to 
tranfgrefs  your  commands,  and  that  he  might  take  it 
ill,  if  I  mould  make  my  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  by 
any  other,  your  Lordfhip  having  written  to  him 
that  he  mould  be  the  man.  I  will  ftay  for  him  fo 
long  as  I  can,  and  at  laft,  if  he  come  not,  I  will, 
to  the  beft  of  my  underftanding,  order  the  bufi- 
nefe  that  I  may  be  brought  to  the  King  by  no  fuf- 
peeked  man.  For  believe  it,  my  Lord,  it  will 
take  fome  time  to  learn  who  are  the  men  are  moft 
pleafing  to  his  Majefty. 

My  Lord,  give  me  leave  to  write  my  own  fenfe 
to  your  Lordfhip  concerning  yourfelf.  \  am  con- 
fident for  all  that  I  can  hear  or  learn,  it  had  been 
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J.D.  1 641  the  happieft  journey  that  ever  your  Lordfhip 
^made,  if  you  had  come  here  at  this  time.  I  be- 
lieve whatfoever  your  Lordfhip  would  have  de- 
manded, might  have  been  granted ;  for  in  an  age 
your  Lordfhip  could  never  have  lighted  upon  fuch 
a  time  as  this,  and  I  am  certain  your  coming  to  his 
Majefty  at  this  time  would  have  been  moft  accept- 
able. For  there.is  never  a  Nobleman  with  him  of 
the  Englijh  or  Irifh,  but  Dillon,  who  is  a  great 
courtier,  if  he  could  make  ufe  of  it.  The  King 
has  commanded  him  to  ftay  fo  long  as  he  ftays, 
and  has  given  him  a  letter  to  be  one  of  the  Privy- 
Council  of  Ireland.  I  fhall  be  able  to  difcover 
more,  after  I  have  delivered  his  Majefty's  letter, 
which  had  been  done  before  this,  if  my  juft  fear 
had  not  prevented  me  :  but  I  hope  it  fhall  be  in 
good  time :  and  feeing  1  can  write  nothing  to  your 
Lordfhip  till  that  be  done,  I  will  give  your  Lord- 
fhip a  relation  of  what  I  have  obferved  and  heard 
iince  my  coming  hither  of  the  progrefs  of  affairs 
here. 

Before  the  King's  coming  hither,  the  King  ap- 
pointed my  Lord  Wemyfs  to  be  his  Commiflioner 
For  the  Church  bufinefs,  who  has  fettled  all  things 
to  the  King's  content,  as  he  expreft  in  open  Par- 
liament ;  and  all  the  canons  are  ratified  by  Act  of 
Parliament.  They  have  got  a  triennial  Parliament 
granted  them.  The  King  has  been  earner!:  to  have 
the  nomination  of  the  Officers  of  State  and  Coun- 
fellors  •,  but  Argyle  and  his  faction  gave  that  op- 
pofition,  that  they  have  been  this  month  about 
it ;  and  at  laft  it  was  agreed  Saturday  laft,  that 
the  King  mould  make  choice  of  them  with  con* 
fent  and  approbation  of  the  Parliament.  The  King 
delivered  a  lift  of  his  Counfellors.  They  refufed 
it,  but  would  have  his  Majefty  make  choice  of  his 
Officers  of  State  firft.  At  laft  they  brought  his  Ma« 
jefty  to  give  in  a  lift  of  them :   wherein  he  named 
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my  Lord  of  Morton  Chancellor,  and  Loudon  Trea-^-^  l&4\ 
lurer.  Argyle  oppofed  moft  bitterly,  that  it  came 
to  moft  bitter  words  in  the  Parliament  houfe,  the 
King  being  prefent,  betwixt  Morton  and  Argyle, 
This  took  them  up  a  whole  week  t  but  in  the  end, 
Morton  yefterday  in  the  Parliament  houfe  befought 
his  Majefty  that  he  might  be  put  out  of  the  lift,  and 
thanked  his  Majefty  for  the  great  care  he  had  of 
him  ;  and  fo  humbly  begged  a  kifs  of  his  Maje- 
fty *s  hand  in  the  open  Aflembly,  and  defired  that 
he  might  retire  to  a  country  life :  which  the  King 
granted  to  him  with  many  affectionate  words. 

This  bufinefs  might  have  put  them  all  together 
by  the  ears :  and  immediately  after,  the  Barons 
made  it  their  fupplication  to  his  Majefty,  that  no 
Nobleman  or  any  other  that  left  the  country  and- 
did  adhere  to  his  Majefty,  fhould  bear  any  office 
whatfbever  amongft  them.  This  troubled  all  thofe 
Noblemen  that  had,  and  efpecially  Roxburgh  ;  but 
he  was  fo  taken  up  by  Argyle,  when  he  began  to 
juftify  himfelf,alledging  his  loyalty  to  the  King  and. 
Country,  that  Argyle  told  him  comparifons  were 
odious,  that  with  much  ado  they  were  pacified. 

Their  next  deflre  to  the  King  was,  that  eight  of 
the  chief  Gentry  might  be  of  the  Council,  which 
his  Majefty  yielded  unto.  They  are  this  day  about 
the  nomination  of  the  Lord  Chancellor ;  but  what 
time  that  will  take  up  God  knows.  But  firft  it 
was  moved  amongft  them,  that  every  man  fhould 
give  his  voice,  after  the  queftion  was  ftated,  in  a 
piece  of  paper,  and  put  them  like  Valentines  in  the 
Clerk's  hat ;  and  fo  to  be  numbered.  This  his 
Majefty  yielded  to  in  the  forenoon  *,  but  in  the  af- 
ternoon came  to  the  Houfe  and  told  them,  he  had 
forgot  himfelf,  and  intreated  them  to  let  that  a- 
lone.  But  their  hearts  are  hardened,  and  till  that: 
be  granted,  they  will  hearken  to  no  other  bufinefs, 
And  here  ftand  the  affairs  here  for  the  prefent, 
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ui.D.  1 641  For  there  is  neither  Statefman,  Councilor  nor 
'Judge  appointed  as  yet;  only  Loudon  is  fure  to  be 
Treafurer.  Neither  is  there  any  of  their  incendi- 
aries brought  to  their  trial.  This  will  take  up  a 
long  time,  fo  that  the  King's  return  is  uncertain  : 
and  I  have  fpoke  with  Tome  of  the  leading  men, 
who  tell  us  there  is  a  neceflity  of  the  King's  flay 
till  all  that  bufinefs  be  fettled  ;  and  in  plain  terms 
fay,  he  muft  not  go  till  then. 

What  will  be  the  event  of  thefe  things  God 
knows ;  for  there  was  never  King  fo  much  infult- 
ed  over.  It  would  pity  any  man's  heart  to  fee 
how  he  looks  ;  for  he  is  never  at  quiet  amongft 
them,  and  glad  he  is,  when  he  fees  any  man  that 
he  thinks  loves  him  ;  yet  he  is  feeming  merry  at 
meat.  Henderfon  is  greater  with  him,  than  ever 
Canterbury  was  :  he  is  never  from  him  night  nor 
day.  It  had  gone  hard  with  the  Marquefs,  if  he 
had  not  fallen  in  with  Argyle^  who  will  oring  him 
off.  For  believe  it,  the  People  here  are  much  incen- 
fed  againft  him  :  but  Argyle  and  he  are  fworn  to 
one  another  -9  and  fo  think  to  carry  all  bufinefs. 

And  thus,  my  Lord,  I  have  troubled  your 
Lordfhip  with  thefe  particulars  to  your  Lordfhip, 
having  no  other  fubject  to  write,  till  I  have  deli- 
vered your  Lordfhip's  letter  to  his  Majefty,  and 
then  I  hope  to  let  your  Lordfhip  hear  that  which 
more  concerns  yourfelf.  My  Lord,  if  you  intend 
to  fee  the  King  the  next  fpring  ;  if  your  affairs 
could  fuffer  you,  now  were  a  good  time,  in  hope 
you  might  overtake  him  here,  and  difpatch  what 
you  have  to  do  and  fo  return  home.  For  you 
mail  never  have  fuch  a  time  to  do  bufinefs,  as  your 
Lordfhip  might  have  here.  This  is  my  humble 
opinion.  Your  Lordfhip  knows  befr,  what  you 
have  to  do.  If  your  Lordfhip  will  difpatch  any 
bufinefs  to  me,  fend  it  prefently  by  this  bearer : 
and  I  believe,  I  lhall  be  more  able  to  give  you  a 
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fpeedier  account  here,  than  when  I  come  to  Lon-  ^-D.1641 
don.  So  that  if  your  Lordfhip  have  any  com- 
mands to  lay  upon  me,  let  me  know  prefently  by 
this  bearer,  and  I  will  do  the  beft  I  can  to  do  your 
Lordfhip  all  the  faithful  fervice  lies  in  me  with  a 
moft  willing  heart. 

My  Lord,  all  the  news  I  wrote  to  your  Lord- 
fhip from  Dublin  were  falfe  ;  that  is,  no  Noble- 
man made  at  all.  It  is  thought  that  if  things  go 
well,  Lejley  will  be  made  an  Earl,  and  during  his  own 
life,  to  have  precedence  of  all  the  Nobility,  for  as 
yet  he  has  it.  The  King  is  to  pafs  an  *A<5t  that 
none  of  the  incendiaries  are  to  ferve  in  his  domi- 
nions. His  Majefty  has  engaged  his  royal  prornife 
to  Mont  r  of s^  not  to  leave  the  kingdom  till  he 
come  to  his  trial ;  for  if  he  leave  him  all  the  world 
will  not  fave  his  life. 

And  fo,  my  Lord,  defiring  to  hear  from  your 
Lordfhip  by  this  Bearer,  whether  I  mall  go  to 
England  when  the  King  goes ;  what  your  Lord- 
fhip will  have  me  to  do,  I  will  obey. 

Edinb.  Sept.  25.  Tour  Lordfhip9 s 

1 641. 

indeared  faithful  Servant , 

P.  Wemyss. 

Sir  Patrick  Wemyfs  to  the  Earl  0/*  Ormonde. 

My  Lord  and  Patron, 

AS  yet  Sir  Henry  Vane  is  not  come  to  Court ; 
but  ten  days  ago  I  fent  your  Lordfhip's  letter 
to  him,  by  the  advice  of  his  chief  Secretary,  who 
ftays  here  to  attend  the  King,  and  did  write  to 
him,  that  your  Lordfhip's  commands  to  me  were 
that  I  fhould  make  my  addrefs  to  his  Majefty 
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^..D.1641  by  him,  and  that  I  feared  Tome  prejudice  in  being 
'  fo  long  in  delivering  your  Lordfhip's  letter  to  his 
Majefty  ;  and  that  he  would  be  pleafed,  if  he  did 
not  return  himfelf,  to  write  either  to  his  fervant  or 
to  me  what  I  mould  do. 

This,  my  Lord,  I  did  with  advice  of  fome  who 
love  and  honour  your  Lordmip,  and  know 
the  wages  very  well  here :  and  be(ides  his  fervant, 
did  earneftly  advife  me  not  to  deliver  your  Lord- 
fhip's  letter  to  his  Majefty,  till  I  did  hear  from  Sir 
Henry  Vane,  who  (he  faid)  would  take  it  very  ill. 
And  this  night  I  am  faithfully  promifed  he  fhall 
be  here,  or  at  leaft  his  directions  what  I  mall  do. 

My  Lord,  there  are  many  here  that  wifh  your 
J_>ordfhip  might  have  come  hither  and  attended  his 
Majefty:  and  furely,  my  Lord,  it  had  been  the 
beft  journey  that  ever  you  made,  in  the  opinion  of 
moft  men  that  know  your  Lordfhip's  deferving. 
But  if  your  Lordmip  could  think  upon  any  fuch 
refolution,  I  believe  you  might  come  here  before 
the  King  leave  this  place  \  for  there  is  not  fo 
much  as  any  fpeech  of  his  return  :  For  it  is  not 
probable  that  he  can  in  any  fhort  time  return,  ex- 
cept he  would  leave  the  affairs  here  worfe  than  he 
found  them. 

Since  my  laft  letter  to  your  Lordfhip  there  is 
nothing  done,  but  only  upon  Friday  laft,  my  Lord 
Loudon  was  chofen  Chancellor  in  great  ftate,  be- 
ing nominated  by  the  King  and  approved  of  by 
the  Parliament.  They  have  been  ever  fince  about 
a  Treafurer.  The  King  nominated  my  Lord  of 
Almond,  but  the  Barons  will  have  none  of  him. 
This  day  they  are  to  give  his  Majefty  their  abfo- 
lute  anfwer  ;  but  it  is  generally  thought  that  my 
Lord  Almond  fhall  be  refufed. 

Some  ftven  days  ago,  there  was  a  bufinefs  fell 
out  that  might  have  gone  very  near  to  have  fet 
the  whole  kingdom  by  the  ears  3   and  the  matter 

was 
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was  this.     The  Lord  Ker,  the  Earl  of  Roxburgh's  4.D.i6^ 
(on,    a  mad-headed   young   Lord,    vented  fome 
fpeeches  againft  the  Marquefs  Hamilton  at  a  pub- 
lick  meeting,  which  were  high  ;  and  being  taxed 
for  it  by  fome  that  were  in  the  company,  he  fpoke 
it  openly,  and  in  a  fury  fent  a  challenge  to   the 
Marquefs  by  the  Earl  of  Crawford.     The  effect  of 
the  challenge  was,  that  the  Marquefs  was  a  Traitor 
to  God,  to  his  King  and  Country  ;    and  that  he 
would  make  it  good  againft  him  with  his  life.  The 
Marquefs  acquainted  the  King  with  the  challenge. 
Ker  was   fent  for  ;    and  there  told  the  King  he 
would  make  it  good.     Yet  notwithstanding   his 
Majefty  dealt  fo  with  Roxburgh  his  father,  that 
the  Lord  Ker  was  forced  with  much  ado  to  ac- 
knowledge to  the  King  and   fome  other  Lords, 
that  thofe  words  which  he  fpoke  of  the  Marquefs 
were  without  any  ground,  and  merely  from  paflion. 
This  would  not  content  the  Marquefs  ;    but  the 
Lord  Ker  the  next  day  was  fent  for  four  feveral 
times  by  the  King  and  Parliament ;  but  would  not 
come,  till  his  father  with  tears  in  his  eyes  prevail- 
ed with  him.     But  he  came  into  the  ftreets  with 
fuch  a  number  of  officers  and  foldiers,  above  fix 
hundred,    with  their  fwords  in  their  hands,  that 
they  frighted  the  Parliament ;    and  prefently  the 
Town  was  commanded  to  go  to  arms.    For  my 
Lord  Ker  and  his  friends  thought  that  they  would 
have  committed  him  to  the  caftle,  and  they  refolv- 
ed  to  die  every  man  before  he  mould  go.     The 
King  at  arms  came  from  the   Parliament-houfe, 
and  commanded  every  man  by   proclamation  to 
leave  the  place  upon  pain  of  death.    The  Lord  Ker 
was  forced  at  laft  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  with 
words  in  it  to  that  purpofe  as  he  had  declared  to  the 
King  before ;  and  fo  upon  his  knees  begged  the 
King  and  Parliament  pardon.     This  bufinefs,  if  it 
had  not  been  taken  up,  would  have  proved  mofl 

B  4  dan* 
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J.D. 164.1  dangerous  to  this  kingdom  :  (and  I  believe  it  lies  but 
under  the  embers)  for  it  has  made  many  factions. 

The  Marquefs  and  Argyle  go  one  way  pre- 
tending all  for  the  Country  :  and  the  Duke  and  his 
faction  go  another  way.  The  Marquefs  will  rule 
all,  and  makes  the  King  do  what  he  pleafesj 
which  the  Country  here  begins  not  to  relifh  :  and 
fo  far  as  I  can  learn  the  Court  muft  not  contain  both 
the  Duke  and  Marquefs ;  for  they  begin  to  bandy 
extremely.  The  Duke  afked  me  very  kindly  for 
your  Lordfhip,  and  I  took  the  boldnefs  as  to  pre- 
sent your  Lordfhip's  moft  humble  fervice  to  his 
Grace.  Your  Lordfhip  is  much  beholden  to  Mr. 
Porter  and  Mr.  Murray,  They  are  earned  at  me 
to  know  if  your  Lordfhip  have  any  bufinefs  there, 
wherein  they  can  do  your  Lordfhip  fervice. 

My  Lord,  if  your  Lordfhip  were  here,  I  be- 
lieve you  would  find  many  friends.  There  is  not 
an  Englijh  Nobleman  here,  but  my  Lord  Wil- 
loughby.  I  would  to  God  I  had  been  in  debt  of 
500  /.  that  your  Lordfhip  had  been  here  a  month 
ago  ;  for  I  believe  whatfoever  you  would  have  de- 
manded of  the  King,  you  might  have  had  it.  Be- 
fides  your  Lordfhip  could  never  have  had  a  better 
time  to  have  indeared  your  Lordfhip  to  his  Ma- 
jefty ;  for  when  he  is  fo  loth  to  part  from  my 
Lord  Dillon^  he  would  have  been  lother  to  part 
with  your  Lordfhip.  My  Lord,  if  your  Lordfhip 
have  any  bufinefs  to  fend  to  me,  I  pray  your 
Lordfhip  to  fend  it  to  me  out  of  hand,  and  your 
inftructions  how  I  mall  follow  it :  and  I  do  not 
think  but  before  the  King  leave  this  kingdom,  to 
give  your  Lordfhip  a  very  good  account  of  it. 
He  will  not  leave  this  place  in  hafte,  and  befldes, 
there  is  a  whifpering,  that  the  Queen  is  to  be  fent 
for,  and  that  fhe  is  willing  to  come  without  hav- 
ing either  Priefl  or  Frier  with  her.  The  King  has 
cxpreft  himfelf  that  he  will  either  the  next  fpring 
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or  the  fummer  after  come  into  Ireland^  and  has  A.D.i 641 
commanded  Dillon  to  fpeak  it  as  from  his  Majefty.  *•—***•* 
So  expecting   to  hear   from  your  Lordfhip  very 
fpeedily,  I  humbly  take  leave  and  mail  ever  re- 
main 

Tour  Lord/bip's 

'  , 5. , %  indeared  faithful  Servant, 

P.  Wemyss. 

The  plague  is  very  hot  in  England^  and  in  many 
places  of  the  country  there. 

If  my  Lord  Dillon  had  but  ftaid  one  day  longer, 
I  mould  have  written  to  your  Lordfhip,  what 
acceptance  your  Lordfhip*s  letter  had  with 
his  Majefty  \  which  I  am  confident  will  be 
gracious. 

Relation  of  Edgehill  Fight. 

ON  Saturday  the  2  2d  of  this  Qttohr,  his  Ma-  AD.164.Z 
jefty  came  with  his  army  to  Edgecote,  and 
quartering  his  foot  and  horfe  in  the  villages  there- 
abouts, and  towards  Southam,  refolved  to  reft  the 
next  day  (being  Sunday)  to  refrefh  his  army,  which 
received  little  reft  fince  we  came  from  Shrewsbury, 
and  had  not  (by  reafon  of  ill  provifion  of  carriages, 
and  the  uncharitablenefs  of  the  country   through 
which  we  marched)  that  fupply  of  victuals  which 
was  neceflary.     But  that  purpofe  of  reft  was  laid 
afide,  as  foon  as  notice  was  given  from  Prince  Ru- 
pert, that  the  enemy  was  within  6  or  7  miles  of 
us  in  a  plain  convenient  for  a  battle,  which  was  in 
a  village  called  Kineton.    "Whereupon  his  Majefty 
gave  directions  that  the  whole  army  fhould  draw 
to  a  place  called  Edgehill,  where  his  Majefty,  the 
Pwnce,  and  the  Duke  of  Fork,  were  by  8  of  the 

clock 
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d.D.1642  clock  in  the  morning.     It  was  at  leaft  two  of  the 
^^y^  clock  in  the  afternoon,  before  the  army  came  to- 
gether  in   the  field,  where  the  rebels  had  kept 
themfelves  in   order   without  motion  from   the 
morning,  and  had  gotten  the  advantage  of  the  hill 
and  filiated  us  with  2  or  3  canon-fhot  before  our 
ordnance  came  and  were  planted.     The  mot  from 
the  canon  on  either  fide  did  not  much  hurt  in  the 
beginning,  though  where  his  Majefty  and  his  Chil- 
dren were,  many  fhot  fell  very  near  his  Royal  Per- 
fon.     Our  horfe  then  charged  the  rebels,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  difad vantage  of  ground,  fo  furioufly, 
that  we  cannot  own  the  honour  of  a  battle,  but  of 
an  execution :   for  they  had  no  fooner  difcharged 
their  carabines  and  piftols  at  an  unfkilful  diftance, 
without  any  mifchief  to  our  men,  but  they  imme- 
diately betook  themfelves  to  flight,  and  fo  were 
expofed  to  as  'great  a  {laughter  as  the  mercy  and 
gentlenefs  of  our  cavalry  would  make  of  them. 
And  this  confufion  of  theirs  was  no  lefs  by  the  left 
wing  of  our  horfe,  which  was  led  by  Commiflary 
JVilmot^  than  by  the  right  wing  led  by  Prince  Ru- 
fert.     So  that  in  truth  their  whole  horfe  was  with- 
out any  difficulty  deftroyed  or  routed  in  the  very 
beginning  of  the  battle,  fave  only  3  or  4  troops, 
which  were  placed  as  a  referve  in  a  corner  of  the 
field  undifcovered,  and  fo  uncharged  by  our  horfe ; 
whilft  our  horfe  with  great  (if  not  too  much)  ear* 
neftnefs  purfued  thofe  who  fled  on  the  other  fide 
fo  far,  that  they  took  much  of  their  baggage,  the 
Earl  of  Efex's  own  coach  and  horfes,  my  Lord  Ro- 
berts's coach  and  waggons  of  great  value.     The 
fight  was  more  equally  maintained  by  their,  and 
with  more  difadvantage  to  our,  foot ;  for  whilft  our 
horfe  purfued  theirs  fo  eagerly  that  the  Comman- 
ders could  not  flop  them  in  the  chace,  thefe  few 
troops  of  their  referve,  which  had  moved  difor- 
derly  from  place  to  place  about  the  field,  many 

times 
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times  crying  out  they  were  for  the  King,  and  {oA.T>.\d^ 
being  not  fo  carefully  looked  after  by  us,  took  ad- f 
vantage  of  fome  little  diforder  of  our  foot,  fell 
upon  them,  and  charged  them,  and  put  many  to 
the  fword  without  giving  any  quarter,  but  barba- 
roufly  hacking  and  hewing  fuch  perfons  as  they 
found  half  flain  to  their  hands.  It  is  true 
fome  of  our  foot  through  want  of  munition,  and 
being  firft  difordered  by  their  canon  and  charged 
by  their  horfe,  yielded  ground  farter  than  was  fit. 
But  it  was  fo  ftoutly  fought  by  the  other  part  of 
our  foot,  that  after  the  taking  of  4  pieces  of  their 
ordnance,  and  all  their  horfe  (but  thefe  3  or  4 
troops)  flain  or  fled,  the  night  parted  us.  Some 
regiments  of  their  foot  making  a  ftand,  and  ours 
keeping  their  ftation  near  the  hill,  with  our  ord- 
nance and  thofe  4  pieces  taken  from  them.  The 
truth  is,  the  battle  was  very  bloody ;  their  horfe 
being  fo  chafed  and  deftroyed,  and  many  regi- 
ments utterly  broken ;  the  poor  men  throwing 
down  their  arms,  complaining  of  thofe  that  had 
mifled  them,  and  afking  pardon,  were  all  received 
to  mercy.  Of  our  horfe  we  loft  but  40  perfons,  of 
whom  (but  the  Lord  Aubignyvtho  unfortunately  fell 
in  the  chace)  there  was  none  of  name  :  of  our  foot 
the  lofs  was  greater  in  the  weight  than  the  num- 
ber. The  Lord  General  being  hurt  in  the  leg, 
was  carried  off  by  his  own  men,  but  by  miftake 
into  a  houfe  in  the  enemies  quarter,  and  fo  is  be- 
come their  prifoner.  The  Lord  Willoughby,  Colo* 
nel  Vavafor,  Colonel  Lunsford,  and  Sir  Edward 
Stradling  are  prifoners  too  with  them :  Mennes, 
Button,  Sir  Edmund  Verney,  and  fome  other  offi- 
cers flain,  of  the  common  foldiers  not  many.  The 
Standard  was  taken  by  them,  and  refcued  by  Cap- 
tain Smith,  whom  the  King  made  Knight  Banne- 
ret. We  have  very  many  hurt,  of  whom  the 
£arj  of  Crawford^   the  Lord  Barnard  Stuart9 

Colonel 
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A.D.  1 64 2  Colonel  Fielding,  Sir  George  Stroude  are  fome,  but 
without  danger.  On  their  fide  there  were  not 
fewer  upon  the  place  flain  than  2000,  who  of 
name  we  know  not.  The  Lord  St.  John  was  ta- 
ken, but  dyed  the  firft  drefling.  We  have  4  or  500 
good  horfe  at  leaft  of  theirs,  took  56  of  their  carts, 
7  or  8  of  their  ordnance,  and  fo  fcattered  the 
whole  army,  that  at  leaft  8000  of  their  men  are 
gone  away  from  them.  Of  ours  there  are  not  600 
wanting,  befides  hurt  men.  His  Majefty  during 
the  battle  engaged  himfelf  in  the  place  of  the  great- 
eft  danger,  encouraging  and  commending  his  fol- 
diers, and  taking  all  care  to  fave  their  lives,  who 
defired  quarter  and  threw  down  their  arms.  All 
that  night  (being  the  coldeft  of  the  year)  his  Ma- 
jefty lay  on  the  hill  among  the  foldiers :  and  the 
next  morning  gave  directions  for  the  rallying  the 
foot  with  all  poflible  fpeed  to  charge  the  enemy ; 
our  horfe  being  all  in  battalia  at  the  bottom  of  the 
hill.  But  the  truth  is,  the  night  was  fo  very  cold, and 
our  foldiers  fb  long  falling,  that  it  was  too  late  that 
day  before  our  foot  came  together  in  fo  great  a 
number  as  we  expected.  In  the  mean  time  many 
of  the  prifbners  having  made  great  lamentation  of 
their  condition,  complaining  how  they  had  been 
feduced,  by  being  told  that  his  Majefty  was  not  in 
the  field,  but  was  detained  by  the  Cavaliers  againft 
his  will,  and  firft  promifed  they  fhould  never  be 
put  to  fight ;  declared  that  they  knew  their  fellows 
were  abufed  in  the  fame  manner :  and  that  if  his 
Majefty  proffered  a  pardon  to  them,  they  were 
confident  they  would  immediately  throw  down 
their  arms.  His  Majefty  fent  Sir  William  Meux 
with  a  proclamation  of  pardon  to  all,  but  fuch 
whom  he  had  formerly  excepted.  The  Herald 
was  heard  by  the  common  foldiers  with  great  at- 
tention ;  but  as  foon  as  the  fubftance  of  the  met 
fage  was  underftood,  was  with  great  rudenefs  in- 
terrupted 
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terrupted  by  fome  officers  and  brought  to  the  Earl  A.D.\6$z 
of  EJJex,  who  ufed  him  with  equal  roughnefs,  but ' 
with  equal  fafety.  That  night  his  Majefty  having 
with  his  horfe  brought  off  3  pieces  more  of  the 
canon  from  the  rebels,  which  they  would  not 
ftrive  to  defend,  retired  to  Edge  cote,  leaving  fome 
horfe  and  dragoons  to  wait  on  the  rebels,  who 
feemed  to  lie  ftill  at  their  old  quarter.  But  the 
next  day  the  Earl  made  all  hafte  with  thofe  few 
foldiers,  who  were  willing  to  follow  him  to  War* 
wick  caftle,  whither  Prince  Rupert,  and  the  Loid 
Grandifon  attended  him  with  that  diligence,  that 
they  took  above  30  of  his  carriages  of  munition, 
and  returned  this  night  to  their  quarter  near  the 
Court.  The  Earl  left  behind  him  in  the  village  200 
miferable  maimed  foldiers,  without  relief  of  mo- 
ney or  furgeons,  horribly  crying  out  upon  the  vil- 
lany  of  thofe  men  who  corrupted  them,  by  pro- 
mifing  them,  firft,  that  they  mould  not  fight,  and 
by  afturing  them  that  the  King  was  not  in  the 
field.  This  day  his  Majefty,  having  fent  a  He- 
rald the  laft  night  to  fummon  Banbury >  drew  up 
his  army  thither ;  but  upon  the  fubmhTion  of  the 
town  and  caftle,  and  laying  down  their  arms,  at 
leaft  1500,  his  Majefty  hath  forborne  to  make 
that  place  fuch  an  example  of  his  juftice  as  they 
might  well  expect :  The  foldiers  and  inhabitants 
of  that  place  having  added  to  the  former  affront  to 
his  Majefty  fo  much  impudency,  that  fince  the 
battle  they  have  furprized  many  paflengers,  and 
foldiers,  and  others  well  affected  to  his  Majefty's 
fervice,  and  detained  them  prifoners  with  great 
barbaroufnefs  and  inhumanity,  till  they  were  this 
afternoon  delivered  by  his  Majefty.  From  thence 
fome  part  of  the  army  being  directed  to  quarter  at 
the  Lord  Say's  houfe,  repaired  thither,  but  were 
foolifhly  denied  by  the  perfons  trufted  there,  who 
foon  apprehended  their  folly  and  fubmitted,  and 
2  received 
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J.D.164.2  received  a  Colonel  of  the  Brigadoes  into  the  houfe, 
who  according  to   his   Majefty's   command,  took 
care  to  prevent  any  diforder  there  by  the  foldiers, 
though  they  found  much  arms  and  one  of  his  Ma^ 
jefty's  own  waggons  of  munition  there. 

I  have  given  you  this  fhort  and  true  account  of 
thefe  laft  4  days,  that  you  may  fee  the  great  care 
the  army  under  his  Excellency  takes  of  the  fafe- 
ty  of  his  Majefty's  Perfon  ;  and  what  difference 
there  is  between  his  Majefty's  gracious  comport- 
ment towards  the  place  and  perfons  which  have 
differved  him  *,  and  theirs  who  have  brought  all 
this  mifery  upon  us  for  confcience  fake. 

Arthur  Trevor,  Efq;  to  the  Marquefs  ^Or- 
monde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Lord/hip, 

I  AM  now  in  Wales ,  although  I  came  not  hi* 
ther  without  aflurance  of  receiving  fbme  com- 
mands to  kifs  your  Lordfhip's  hands :  but  looking 
upon  the  news  from  Chejler,  I  am  perfuaded  that 
councils  are  altered  fince  my  coming  away  ;  and 
that  but  in  compafs  only  and  no  otherways.  Upon 
Monday  next  I  do  intend  to  begin  my  return,  and 
then  by  the  flrft  good  hand  your  Lordfhip  fhall 
be  presented  with  letters,  and  (if  I  do  not  pafs  to 
your  Lordfhip)  with  a  character.  In  the  mean 
time  reft  moft  afliired  in  this,  that  your  memory 
is  venerable  to  all  fuch  as  are  capable  of  fuch  a 
treafure  and  inlay. 

Upon  my  coming  from  Oxon,  I  was  com- 
manded  to  my  Lord  Marquefs  Hereford,  and  my 
Lord  Herbert ;  between  whom  I  found  an  old  fore 
but  ill  drawn  up.  I  ventured  upon  a  fmall  piece 
of  furgery,  and  do  now  hope  I  have  taken 
away  the  bone  that  was  between  them,  or  at  leaft- 
2  wife 
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wife  fo  fealed  it,  that  they  may  march  without  A-D.iS^ 
much  pain  on  either  fide.  From  thence  I  came  to 
Worcefter,  which  I  found  under  the  government 
of  Sir  W.  Rujfel  the  High-Sheriff  for  the  Coun- 
ty •,  and  therein  a  good  garrifon  for  his  Majefty, 
and  well-fortified  by  the  Parliament ;  who  when 
they  were  there,  were  fain  to  employ  their  foldiers 
in  throwing  up  ditches  at  12  d.  per  diem,  who 
would  elfe  be  pulling  down  the  Cathedral  for  no- 
thing. The  organs  being  two  fair  pair,  all  the  Bi- 
fliops  beards,  nofes,  fingers  and  arms,  and  all,  if 
they  had  white  fleeves,  are  broken.  King  John  and 
the  other  Kings  that  lie  interred  there  have  not 
paffed  better  in  this  quarrel,  than  with  cracked 
crowns. 

In  all  the  corners  of  the  Church  are  the  drop- 
pings of  thofe  unclean  birds  vifible,  preferved  al- 
moft  without  putrefaction  to  witnefs  the  impiety 
of  that  party.  A  grave  man,  one  for  his  life  and 
learning  I  may  call  a  father  of  that  Church,  mew- 
ing me  thefe  purgamenta  with  the  tears  in  his  eyes, 
told  me  that  with  thofe  eyes  he  faw  divers  of  them 
eafe  themfelves  in  the  Font  and  upon  the  Com- 
munion-Table,  calling  to  them  that  chearfully 
looked  on,  to  name  the  child  and  fign  it  with  the 
fign  of  the  Crofs.  This  I  am  bold  to  acquaint 
your  Honour  withal,  to  let  you  fee  they  have 
raifed  a  fpirit  that  they  cannot  tell  how  to  lay 
again;  for  in  all  this  hurly-burly  their  General 
or  Officers  durft  manage  no  other  inftrument  of 
correction  in  their  hands,  than  their  hats. 

I  came  from  thence  to  Shrewsbury,  where  they 
are  one  and  all  his  Majefty's  good  fubjedfcs.  They 
have  raifed  2000  dragooners  for  the  fervice  of  that 
country  for  his  Majefty.  North-Wales  and  South- 
Wales  (except  a  very  few)  are  his  Majefty's.  Che* 
Jhire  hath  agreed  upon  a  ceffation  of  arms  for  a 
month.    I  cgnfefs,  my  Lord,  I  do  not  like  this 

kind 
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^./).  1 642  kind  of  meafuring  out  ofTreafon  by  the  month, 
Manchefter  is  the  very  London  of  thefe  parts,  the 
liver  that  fends  blood  into  all  the  countries  therea- 
bouts, "and  until  it  be  cleanfed  or  obflructed,  I 
cannot  imagine  that  there  can  be  any  fafety  in  this 
neighbourhood. 

I  met  with  Mr.  Ayers  going  from  my  Lord  of 
Newcaftle  to  his  Majefty :  and  he  aflured  me,  that 
his  Lordfhip  was  upon  his  march  12000  ftrong. 
It  is  much  hoped,  that  he  will  take  the  part  of 
TorkJJAre  that  joins  to  Lancajhire  and  is  poifoned 
by  it,  in  his  way  to  Manchefter. 

Sir  Ralph  Hopton  out  of  the  Weft*  is  marching 
towards  the  King  with  a  formidable  army :  (as  Mr. 
Pym  in  an  intercepted  letter  to  Sir  Robert  Harley, 
which  I  have  feen,  calls  it)  and  I  believe  will  very 
fuddenly  be  up  with  his  Majefty.  The  Lord 
Grandifon*  with  his  regiment  going  to  meet  or  ftay 
for  him,  was  at  Winchefter  by  the  treachery  of  that 
Town  in  the  dead  of  night  betrayed  to  the  enemy. 
My  Lord,  and  Sir  Richard  Willys  z  gallant  Gen- 
tleman are  efcaped ;  but  of  the  reft,  either  horfe 
or  man,  I  can  give  you  no  account.  I  herewith 
prefent  your  Lordfhip  with  fuch  a  note  of  the  pri- 
soners taken  in  that  furprize,  as  I  could  receive. 

His  Majefty's  army  with  himfelf,  confifting  of 
9000  foot,  2000  Dragooners,  and  4000  horfe,  is 
divided  into  three  Terce  -,  one  lying  at  Reading* 
another  at  Oxon,  and  a  third  mixed  among  the 
horfe,  fome  at  Banbury ',  Bur  ford*  Wallingford* 
a^d  Whatley*  and  other  places.  The  enemy  hath 
been  drawn  out  thefe  fix  weeks ;  but  hath  not  yet 
attempted  any  thing  manfully.  Some  fmall  thie- 
veries they  make,  and  now  and  then  take  a  ftrag- 
gling  trooper,  and  hang  him  or  fend  him  to  Lon- 
don in  triumph,  where  the  tripewomen  ftone  him 
by  the  name  of  a  Cavalier,  and  fay  they  are  taught 
fa  to  do. 

There 
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There  is  a  petition  for  an  accommodation  {tart- ^£1642 
ed  up  in  the  City,  wherewith  the  Brownifts  and' 
Separatists  are  no  lefs  troubled,  than  with  an  evil 
fpirit  raifed  amongft  them.  They  have  ufed  all  en- 
deavours to  ftifle  it  •,  but  I  hear  it  gathers  Strength ; 
and  that  the  City  and  Suburbs  are  vertically  op- 
posite in  it.  Befides,  the  addition  of  the  King's 
party  which  is  very  considerable,  and  the  jealoufy 
they  have  of  their  foldiers,  adds  no  fmall  reputa- 
tion to  the  deflgn. 

My  Lord,  I  have  herein  given  your  LordShip  a 
Short  view  of  the  condition  of  this  Country,  which 
hath  taken  fuch  a  liberty,  by  the  example  of  fupe- 
rlors,  to  put  off  allegiance  and  civil  duty,  that  un- 
lefs  there  be  a  very  fpeedy  remedy  applied,  it  can- 
pot  otherways  be  expected,  but  that  things  will  be 
bad  above  expreSfion. 

The  Earl  of  Leicefter  is  fent  for  to  Court,  but 
as  yet  Stays  at  Cbefter^  and  hath  this  day  difpatch- 
ed  away  his  Secretary ;  but  I  think  he  muft  fliort- 
ly  follow  him.  His  fervants  are  upon  parting, 
and  his  horfes  upon  fale,  and  all  his  equipage  in  a 
reduction  to  the  former  proportion  of  his  train  of 
attendants. 

Since  I  began  this  letter  I  hear  that  fome  forces 
out  of  Coventry  and  thofe  parts  have  drav/n  to 
Banbury  1  and  befieged  the  Earl  of  Northampton 
there ;  and  that  Prince  Rupert  is  gone  thither  with 
horfe  and  foot  to  relieve  the  place :  which  I  do 
afllire  myfelf  he  hath  done. 

The  Earl  of  Effex  is  grown  into  great  jealousies 
with  his  great  matters  •,  and  with  him  moil  of  the 
beft  commanders  of  that  party.  His  Lady  hath 
once  again  made  him  father  of  a  young  fon, 
thinking  it  great  pity  his  honour  fliould  die  for 
want  of  iffue  male. 

I  will  not  fay  any  thing  more  to  your  LordShip 
of  my  own  thoughts  of  thefe  broken  times,  until  I 

C  come 
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•4-£.  1642  Come  to  Oxon  ;    from  whence  I  will  prefent  you 
"  with  a  true  ftate  of  what  I  find  there,  in  as  clofe  a 
cover  as  I  can. 

Now,  my  good  Lord,  give  me  leave,  I  befeech 
you,  to  give  your  Lordfhip  my  moft  humble 
thanks  for  your  manifold  favours  to  my  poor  bro- 
thers in  that  country,  who  do  moft  humbly  ac- 
knowledge your  great  noblenefs  to  them  in  this 
time  of  general  diftrefs.  I  hope  they  will  never 
forget  to  ferve  your  noble  family,  in  all  acts  of 
humble  and  faithful  fervice.  I  hear  my  poor 
brother  Patrick  was  by  misfortune  killed  near 
Dundalke,  and  that  he  had  gotten  together  fome 
little  fortune.  I  befeech  your  Lordfhip  to  be  fo 
much  a  friend  to  his  poor  kindred  here,  that  if  any 
thing  can  be  made  of  his  ragged  fortune,  that  it 
may  be  preftrved  for  them.  There  is  no  body 
can  pretend  to  adminifter  by  reafon  of  his  illegiti- 
mation ;  and  if  it  be  worth  the  afking,  I  will 
procure  the  King's  intereft  therein. 

I  have  not  heard  any  thing  from  your  Lordfhip, 
how  your  Lordfhip  is  pleafed  with  the  title  and  the 
expreflion  of  your  patent,  which  Sir  Patrick 
Wemyfs  brought  over  with  him.  I  do  defire  to 
know  your  pleafure  therein,  and  I  will  leave  no- 
thing undone  that  I  mail  receive  in  command  from 
your  Lordfhip,  who  fhall  ever  find  me  moft  happy, 
when  I  am  doing  your  Lordfhip  fervice  as 

Tour  Honour's  moft  bumble 

Ultimo  DecemlriSy 

1 642,  and  moft  obliged  Servant, 

A.  Trevor. 

If  your  Lordfhip  direct  my  letters  to  be  hft 
with  my  Lord  Falkland,  or  Mr.  Secretary 
Nicholas \  I  fhall  be  fure  to  receive  them. 
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Sir  Robert  Poyntz   to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

My  Lord, 

I  AM  forry  that  writing  news  in  my  laft  and^./>.i643 
firft,  (for  I  have  prefumed  only  once  to 
write)  Tome  of  thofe  news  proved  not  fo  true,  as 
they  were  confidently  reported.  I  fpare  now  to 
write  any,  for  the  bearer  Sir  R.  H,  will  fully 
relate  them :  only  give  me  leave  to  acquaint 
your  Lordmip  with  that  I  have  learned  of  my 
moft  intelligent  friends  here,  which  I  think  necef- 
fary  for  your  Honour  to  know.  But  I  beg  the  fa- 
vour when  you  have  read  them,  that  this  letter  be 
burnt,  which  is  neither  fubferibed  nor  directed  in 
cafe  of  mifcarrying. 

Some  of  the  Scctim  Nobility  came  to  York  to  the 
Queen.  They  fay  a  Scotifh  Nobleman  (Montr  of e) 
with  a  Knight,  Sir  Robert  Spotfwood,  came  to  the 
Queen  with  good  proffers  of  real  fervice  -,  which 
were  feconded  by  a  Popifh  Lord  Nithifdale.  They 
were  perfuaded,  the  fated  way  was  by  the  Queen, 
whofe  courfe  by  many  is  judged  very  confiant  and 
fixed,  whereas  other  courfes  are  too  moveable. 
But  the  Marquefs  of  Hamilton  and  another  Noble- 
man (whofe  name  I  have  forgotten,  not  being 
well  acquainted  with  the  Scotch  Lords  titles,  but 
fure  I  am  he  was  Treafurer  in  the  time  of  the 
Scotifh  troubles)  came  too,  knowing  Montr  of fe  in- 
tentions, and  was  fo  powerful  with  thofe  whom 
her  Majefty  primely  trufts,  that  he  did  defeat  all 
their  courfe  and  intentions,  and  made  the  Queen 
give  little  countenance  to  Montrcfey  who  (as  his 
countrymen  fay  J  is  a  generous  fpirit,  but  hath  not 
fo  good  an  head- piece  as  Hamilton. 

Hamilton  hath  undertaken  to  the  Queen  to  keep 
the  Scots  at  home.     Montr  of e  when  he  came  home 
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J.D. 1 643  being  difcontented  hath  reconciled  himfelf  to  the 
^p-y+s  Marquefs   of  Argyle :    yet  I   hear  underftanding 
Scots  fay,  the  quarrel  and  wrong  is  irreconcileable, 
and  Argyle  of  his  own  nature  implacable,  yet  is  fo 
fubtle  that  he  can  hugely  diflemble.     If  the  Mar- 
quefs of  Hamilton  keep  what  he  hath  promifed  to 
the  Queen,  all  will  be  well.     But  the  wifer  fort 
fufpect  him,  and  ere  long  by  the  confequents  it 
will  appear.     There  be  more   than  pregnant  rea- 
fons  to  fufpect  him  and  fear  the  worft  -■>  as  fome 
inform.     For  Montrofe  was  the  only  man  to  be  the 
head  and  leader  of  the  King's  party  :  and  being  of 
an  high  fpirit,  cannot  away  with  contempts  and 
affronts.     Since    Hamilton    went   away,    General 
King  is  fufpected  to  be  neither  fo  zealous  nor  fo 
forward  in  the  fervice  :    and  although  it  dare  not 
be  muttered,  much   lefs  uttered,  fome  fay  there 
be  fome  jealoufies  growing  betwixt  the  Queen 
and  Newcaftle,  which  are  fomented  by  a  great  Mi- 
nion of  the  Queen's,  to  whom  it  is   fufpected 
Hamilton   hath  undertaken  to  procure  and  work 
his  peace  with  the  Parliament.    Yet  I  heard  fome 
Scotifh  men  of  my  acquaintance   fay,  that  they 
will  not  be  able  to  raife  an  army  in  Scotland  to 
come  in  hither,  there  be  fo  many  who  hate  Argyk's 
faction  ♦,    but  their  way  will  be  to  call  their  army 
out  of  Ireland:  and  then  they  will  by  power  com- 
pel the  unwilling.     Time,  and  that  fhortly,   will 
give  more  light  of  thefe  things. 

As  for  the  fcate  of  the  King's  Court,  by  many 
wife  men  it  is  feared,  that  by  his  too  great  good- 
nefs,  he  is  like  to  naffer  (which  God  forbid  that 
the  bed  of  men  and  Kings  be  fo  ufed)  by  fome 
bad  hollow-hearted  Counfellors  who  affect  too 
much  the  Parliamentary  way.  Many  fpare  not  to 
name  them,  and  I  doubt  not  but  you  have  heard 
their  names. 

k 
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It  is  a  great  blerling  that  thefe  two  Princes   a     ^D.1643 
by  fo  good  a  King.     No  man  alrnoft  defpaireth  of v  ^'V*** 
the  King's  power  ;  but  the  beft  and  wHeft:  fubje&s 
fear  treafon.     The  {paring  of  Fielding  hath  done  a 
world  of  hurt.     Give   me  leave  to  tell  you  one 
thing :  on  PVednefduy  the  laft  of  May,  a  Biihop  of 
Ireland,  they  call  him  Archil  fo  op  of Ardmagh^  by 
the  King's  command  was  fent  to  him  to  prepare 
him  to  die,  the  fcafTbld  and  all  for  the  execution 
fet  up  \  but  an  hour  before  the  Earl  of  Dorfei  &nt 
one  Smith  Provoft  Marftial  of  the  caftle  to  aflure 
him  that  he  mould  not  die  that  day.     When  the 
execution  was  expecled,  a  reprieve  came :  apardon* 
they  fay,    will  follow.     Sir  Ralph  Hopton    hath 
mighty  and  wonderful  fuccefs  in  the  Weft  :  Prince 
Maurice  and  the  Marquefs  of  Hertford  are  fent  to 
the  Weft.     The  Gentry  come  in  apace  ;    but  the 
commons  not  fo  heartily,  nor  in  any  confiderable 
number.     The  true  reafon  is,   as  they  fay,  my 
countrymen  love  their  pudding  at  home  better 
than  a  mufket  or  pike  abroad,  and  if  they  could 
have  peace,  care  not  what  fide  had  the  better; 
The  mod  remarkable  paffage  in  fending  thofe  two 
Nobles  to  the  WTeft  (of  which  the  Prince  is  to  re- 
turn when  the  Marquefs  is  in   a  ftrong   enough 
body)  is  that  fearing  contramands  to  be  obtained,- 
they  have  engaged  the  King  to  do  nothing  con- 
cerning them  or  his  fervice  in  the  Weft,  till  he  be 
acquainted  and  advifed  by  the  Lord  Seymour  the 
Marquefs's  brother,  that  contrary  ways  and  courfes 
by  his  wifdom  (who  is  thought  to  be   one  of  the 
beft  head-pieces  here  for  wit)  may  be  defeated  ;  a 
good  prefident  for  all  men  of  honour,  who  are  in 
favour  with  the  King,  and  (as  the  cafe  is)    necef- 
fary  to  be  imitated  and  practifed  ;  for  it  is  better 
providing  than  be  put  to  the  after-game. 

The  Queen  is  certainly  impeached  of  High- 
Treafon.    Yefterday  the  laft  of  May,  the  Houfe 
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J.D.  1 643 ,0f  Peers  were  to  give  their  anfwer :    what  it  is,  as 
yet  we  cannot  tell.     It  is  rumoured  and  widely  e- 
nough,  that  the  Prince  and  Duke  of  York  are   to 
be  charged  to  forfake  the  malignants,  and  to  come 
in  to  the  Parliament :  otherwife   they  will  proceed 
front  de  jure,  and  the  young  Duke  of  Glocefter 
{hall  be,  &e.     All  the  King's  fervants  are  to  be 
cited  too  to  come  in  j  otherwife,  £s? c.     Of  the  ma- 
king of  a  new  feal   your   Grace  hath  heard,  and 
of  Mr.  Martin's  propofition.     But  on  the  other 
fide  it  is  whifpered,  that  within  few  days,  we  mail 
have  a  Royal  Declaration  againft  a  pretended  Par- 
liament in  high  terms.     Pox  upon  it,  fay  we  that 
would  have  peace  \  but  the  Gentry  fo  engaging  on 
the  Cavalier's  fide,  and  the  fury  of  fome  in  the 
Parliament  are  like  to  hold  on  this  bufinefs,  till  ei- 
ther one  way  or  other  all  the  kingdom,  by  the  one 
fide  or  the  other,  will  be  declared  Traitors,  and 
no  peace  will  be  (except  God  work  it)  till  one  fide 
be  overthrown.     Your  Lordfhip   is  yet  the  happi- 
eft  man,  for  you  ftand   right  in  the  King's  judg- 
ment, and  have  a  great  place  and  degree  in  his  af- 
fections, and  by  the  other  fide  too  your  Lordfhip 
hath  your  due,  and  we  that  are  indifferent  wifh 
you  well ;  for  your  nobility,    valour  and  integrity 
is  acknowledged  by  all.     Notthelefs,  they  fay  it 
is  the  part  of  a  good  General  to  keep  in  the  day  of 
battle  a  ftrong  referve  by  him,  becaufe  the  event 
of  war  is  moil  uncertain.     As  you  rely  upon  God's 
mercy,  who  I  am  confident  hath  much  good  to  do 
with  you,  fo  I  am  hopeful  your  Lordfhip  will  keep 
a  prudential  way.     There  is  not  much  hurt  to  be 
feared    by  any  malign  influence  there,  from   that 
ftar  which  encouraged  fo  many  there  to  croft  and 
difcontent  honeft-hearted  men,  for  it  fhineth  little 
here.     For  my  part,  I  can  do  nothing  but  ever 
honour  and  pray  God  for  your  Lordfhip,    your 
moft  noble  Lady  and  family,  and  that  I  may  be 
1  blame- 
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blamelefs  am  forced  to  be  namelefs,  only  ambiti-^.1643 
ous  to  count  it  my  greateft  honour,  and  praying* 
my  happinefs  in  that  may  continue,  that  I  never 
ceafe  to  be 

Tour  Honours,  &c. 

June  I,  1643. 

C.  LlENT^ 

My  Lord,  pardon  my  boldnefs  to  witnefs  for 
truth ;  the  bearer  hath  moft  zealoufly  agent- 
ed  what  concerned  your  fervice,  done  it  dex- 
troufly,  hath  gained  upon  the  King's  affec- 
tions, and  is  a  very  fit  Agent  and  dextrous. 


Arthur  Trevor  EJq;  to  the  Marquefs  of  Or* 

monde. 

May  it  pkafe  your  Excellence? 

SINCE  my  Jaft  humble  difpatch  to  your  Lord- 
fhip  by  Will,  Summers,  I  have  not  written  to 
you,  referring  myfelf  (and  the  little  I  had  to  fay) 
to  Mr.  Chichefter's  palling  hence :  which  I  expect- 
ed fooner  than  it  now  falls  out. 

My  Lord,  The  King's  bufinefs  every  v/here 
here  begins  to  fettle.  The  army  is  drawing  into 
their  winter-quarters,  and  difperfe  themselves  at 
as  great  a  diftance  as  they  can  with  fecurity :  which 
I  fuppofe  is  done  for  the  eafe  of  this  country  and 
the  faving  of  the  contribution  of  thefe  countries  for 
the  King  to  live  upon,  in  lieu  of  his  ancient  de- 
mefn  rents,  which  now  find  Pym,  and  are  his  board*- 
land.  Henry  Wafhington  is  this  day  going  with  his  re- 
giment  of  Dragoons  to  fortify  Evejham,  and  difpoft 
of  it  the  beft  he  can  for  to  (leep  in  this  winter.  Sir 
Gilbert  Gerard  is  likewife  marching  to  Worcejler  to 
winter  and  govern  there.  William  St.  Leger7  by  the 

C  4  nam* 
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^.D.1643  name  of  Sir  William,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  to 
*^W  James  Duke  of  York,  (for  fo  he  writes  in  bill, 
bond  or  obligation)  is  to  quarter  at  Tewkesbury, 
with  fome  other  forces,  which  my  Lord  Herbert  is 
to  add  to  him.  There  go  horfe  from  hence  to  Hand 
by  him  and  Washington,  whilft  they  are  provi- 
ding againft  ill  neighbours  and  weather.  The  Glo- 
vefterfhire  men  are  now  in  proportion  about  the 
levy  of  fome  300  horfe  and  1800  foot,  befides 
the  trained  bands  of  the  county,  reckoned  when 
they  were  in  their  right  minds  at  4000,  to  join 
with  the  Irijh  in  the  blocking  up  of  Glocefter :  but 
they  cannot  agree  upon  a  General.  My  Lord 
Conway,  upon  the  alliance  he  hath  with  the  Tra- 
cy es  of  that  country,  puts  in  fmartly  for  it ;  but  I 
believe  he  will  find  a  fad  competitor  of  my  Lord 
Chandos.  For  my  part,  I  wifh  they  would  di- 
vide ;  for  there  is  enough  to  venture  upon  them 
both. 

My  Lord  Hopton  taking  advantage  of  Waller's 
return  to  London,  where  he  knows  of  a  neceflity 
he  muft  be  lectured  and  feafted,  is  marched  away 
with  his  army  to  Southampton  *,  wherein  if  he  pro- 
fper,  he  doth  a  mighty  piece  of  the  King's  bufi- 
nefs,  and  will  certainly  thereby  gain  a  brave  ha- 
ven, and  utterly  diftrefs  the  ifie  of  that  fage  Earl 
pf  Pembroke. 

From  London  we  hear,  that  EJfex  is  there  liften- 
ing  to  the  AmbafTador,  who  is  not  yet  returned, 
but  held  on  by  the  hand  there  in  expectation  of 
fome  of  the  bafket-makers  of  Holland,  that  promife 
to  come  hither  and  fpeak  for  them.  Say  and  Seals 
begins  to  be  melancholy.  The  people  (in  fpight 
of  preaching  and  church- work,  whereby  holy  Na- 
thanael  Fiens  was  week  after  week  cleared  of  fear 
or  wit  (treachery  I  mean)  in  the  delivery  of  Bri- 
fioT)  call  very  outrageoufly  for  him  to  juftice :  and 
*tis  believed  his  beloved  fon  muft  be  gone.  Prynne 

that 
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that  Crop  hath  written  a  book  and  printed  it,  a-  -^£.1643 
gainft  young  Fiens  about  the  lofs  of  Briftcl,  and  ^"V*\J 
entitles  it,  A  Looking -glafs  for  cowardly  Governors: 
which  book  had  certainly  been  never  licenfed  to 
have  come  into  the  air  by  that  father  of  the  Sepa- 
rates John  White ,  unlefs  my  Lord  Say  had  fallen 
from  grace  in  their  reverend  opinions. 

The  Lord  Fielding  is  at  Coventry ',  providing  in 
all  he  can  for  to  meet  the  Scots,  who  we  hear  by 
the  laft  news  from  thence,  are  making  all  the  hafte 
they  can  to  come  in :   and  for  that  purpofe  have 
already  lifted  themfelves  for  their  voyage.     Their 
number  is  uncertain.     Sir  Thomas  Glemham  hath 
been  thefe  three  months  in  Northumberland,  Cum- 
berland^ and  Durham,  fitting  the  countrymen  the 
beft  he  can  to  receive  them.     The  fpring  will  be 
the  fooneft  they  may  be  expected :  and  by  that  time 
my  Lord  of  Newcaftle  will  be  returned  into  thofe 
parts  out  of  Derby/hire,  where  he   now  lyeth,  ea- 
fing  his  own  quarters  and  beating  the  rebels,  as  of- 
ten as  they  make  any  head  and  look  out.     This  is 
the  laft  cafe  thefe  patriots  of  peace  and  the  com- 
mon good  have  :  and  truly  I  hope  willferve  them 
in  the  end  for  no  other  than  their  greater  confu- 
fion.     I  am  perfuaded  as  foon  as  we  have  fure  no- 
tice of  the  advance  of  the  Scots,  that  Prince  Ru- 
pert will  come  to  the  head  of  your  Lordfhip's  army, 
and  what  can  be  added  thereunto  by  my  Lord 
Capel  and  my  Lord  Byron,  and  march  away  to 
meet  them.     I  wifh  from  the  bottom  of  my  foul 
your  Lordfhip's  mighty  occafions  would  give  way 
to  one  good  day  and  interview  with  thofe  Hea- 
thens, that  are  as  void  of  allegiance  or  honefty,  as 
their  beads.    But,    my  Lord,    I  defpair  of  that 
happinefs  in  this  action:    yet  I  am  not  out  of 
hope,    but  that  I  may  live  to  wait  upon  your 
Lordfhip  in  fomething  elfe  that  will  pleafe  me  as 
well,  and  be  as  ferviceable  to  his  Majefty's  interefts. 
1  The 
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J.  D.  1 64  3  The  ficknefs  ftill  continues  here.  Sir  Peter  Wyche 
^*>^  the  Comptroller  of  the  King's  houfhold  dyed  yef- 
terday :  and  this  morning  his  Lady.  His  fucceflbr 
is  not  known.  My  Lord  of  Danby  I  hear  is  like- 
wife  dead :  and  three  of  the  mofi:  famous  men  of 
this  Univerfity,  Cartwright^  Diggs  and  Mafters^ 
died  here  this  laft  month.  From  London  we  hear, 
that  Pym  is  crawling  to  his  grave  as  fail  as  he  can, 
and  as  full. 

My  good  Lord,  I  have  now  tired  your  Lord- 
fhip,  and  will  afk  very  humbly  your  pardon,  with 
this  humble  advice,  that  you  fit  yourfelf  with 
fome  perfon  that  you  can  truft,  and  will  be  active 
about  you  in  cafting  about  for  money  to  lie  by  your 
Lordfhip,  and  that  hath  knowledge  to  do  it  with- 
out the  oppreflion  of  the  people  :  for,  my  Lord, 
I  fee  that  commodity  is  like  to  rule  the  market 
more  than  ever. 

My  Lord,  here  is  Daniel  Oneile  very  fervicea- 
ble  to  your  Lordfliip's  memory.  His  reputation  is 
very  good,  and  accefs  no  lefs  with  all  thofe  of  the 
beft  credit  in  this  ftate  of  the  world.  I  think  your 
Lordfhip  may  do  your  affairs  no  difpleafure,  if  you 
will  pleafe  to  command  him  to  ferve  you  in  any 
thing  here,  or  in  your  next  letters  to  me,  that 
you  will  pleafe  to  command  me  to  go  to  him,  and 
ufe  him  for  your  Lordfhip  in  what  I  fhall  have 
occafion. 

My  ever  good  Lord,  I  humbly  again  beg  your 
Excellency's  pardon,  and  am  in  all  humility  and 
for  ever 

Tour  Excellency's 

Oxon,  Dec*  g,  *•'».'* 

1 643 .  mofi  obedient  Servant 9 

A.  Trevor, 
My 
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My  Lord,  as  I  was  clofing  this  letter  to  your  A.D.  1643 
Lordfhip,  I  hear  of  an  unhappy  and  unhand-  *~~ 
fome  accident  fallen  out  in  the   ftreets  upon 
that  noble  Gentleman  Sir  Thomas  Byron,  who 
as  he  was  coming  out  of  his  lodging  was 
met  by  one  Hurft,  (that  had  been  a  Quar- 
termafter  to  him)  and  was  afTaulted  by  him  ; 
but  before  he  could  get  out  his  fv/ord,  this 
villain  Hurft  run  him  through  the  body  un- 
der the  fmall  ribs.     He  is  much  feared,  and 
the  rather,  for  that  he  vomits   in  great  ex- 
tremity.    The  fellow  is  taken,    and  I  hope 
will  be  hanged  to-morrow,  whether  Sir  Tho- 
mas die  or  not. 

The  fame  to  the  fame. 

May  it  fleafe  your  Excellence, 

MY  letters  of  yefterday,  fent  for  Chefler  by 
Major  Verney,  and  there  to  be  put  into  my 
brother's  hands  for  the  care  of  their  paflage  to  your 
Excellence,  will  prefent  you  with  the  Mercury,  the 
lawful  iflue  of  this  week,  and  with  the  reft  of  our 
news,  as  the  fons  of  the  people.     Whereunto  I 
can  add  nothing,  but  that  the  alarm  of  the  Scots 
heightens,  and  I  do  believe  more  of  it  than  I  did 
yefterday ;    being   fatisfied  that  the  Marquefs  of 
Hamilton  (a  conftant  apparition  before  the  rifing  of 
that  people,  and  their  fwelling  over  the  banks  of 
Tweed)  is  come  to  Newcaftle.     The  Englijh  begin 
to  be  full  of  difcontents,  that  they  fwarm  10  about 
the  King,  now  in  a  time  when  the  Nation  is  com- 
ing upon  him  to  tear  his  Crown  from  his  head. 

Sir  Patrick  JVemyfs,  I  prefume,  hath  brought 
you  your  commiftion  long  ere  this.  I  fent  for  a 
copy  of  my  Lord  of  Leicefter9s  to  London,  to 
which  that  of  your  Lordfhip's  refers  ,  and  was  fain 

to 
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A.D.  1 643  to  let  Sir  Patrick  Wemyfs  have  it  with  him,  the 
hafte  of  his  difpatch  not  giving  me  leifure  for  a 
tranfcript.  I  befeech  your  Lordfhip,  that  by  the 
next  meffenger  I  may  be  furnifhed  with  copies.  I 
would  willingly  make  myfelf  as  perfect  in  all  your 
rights  and  jurisdictions  as  I  can,  and  as  fbon.  You 
will  have  an  abfolute  neceflity  of  an  Agent  of 
good  underflanding,  in  making  your  Lordfhip  a 
conftant  return  of  this  place :  which  he  will  never 
be  able  to  do  ferviceably  to  your  affairs,  unlefs  he 
be  a  perfon  of  fome  quality  and  confideration,  and 
above  all,  acquainted  well  with  the  temper  of  both 
kingdoms.  It  will  add  to  your  bufinefs  more 
than  it  will  take  from  your  revenue :  and  truly, 
my  Lord,  in  that  you  muft  not  be  fparing. 

In  this  there  is  one  thing  more,  that  I  defire  you 
will  pleafe  to  expect  in  your  minifter ;  that  he  be 
your  Lordfhip's  alone.  I  have  no  fancy  to  fee 
you  ferved  in  parted-coats,  or  your  bufinefs  carried 
by  one  hand,  whilft  another  holds  him  by  the 
other.  My  good  Lord,  I  befeech  you  to  pardon 
in  me  this  boldnefs  with  you  in  your  Lordfhip's 
occafions.  My  humble  meaning  is  to  ferve  you 
in  all  I  can,  and  if  I  mifs  in  that,  I  will  not  in  the 
other  :  for  in  fpight  of  all,  I  will  mean  well,  and 
for  ever  be  in  all  duty 


Tour  Lordfhifs 
10  Dec.  1643* 

mofi  faithful  Servant, 

A.  Trevor. 

Arthur  Jones  Lord  Ranelagh  is  here,  paffing  a 
pardon  for  faying  nothing  in  Parliament 


Cflpf* 


from  the  Tear  1641  to  1660.  29 

Capt.  Byrch  to  G.  Carr  the  M.  of  Ormonde'* 

Secretary. 

SIR, 

I  HAD  forgotten  more  than  I  mould,  if  I  had  a.D.\  643 
not  remembered  you.  I  had  intended  to  have  ^^W 
written  to  more  friends  \  but  you  and  they  muft 
remember  how  great  a  perindinator  I  am.  This 
morning  we  are  to  march  again  ft  as  contemptible  an 
enemy  as  ever  we  had  in  Ireland.  Some  experi- 
ence we  have  had  of  it  already  :  and  I  hope  be- 
fore to-morrow  night  we  fhall  fee  more  what  valour 
rebels  profefs.  At  our  firft  landing  we  met  with  fe- 
veral  difrefpective  warrants  from  Sir  William  Br  ere- 
ton,  requiring  all  from  1 6  to  60  to  be  in  arms  to 
defend  themfelves  from  the  invafion  of  4000  bloo- 
dy Irifh  rebels.  He  could  not  have  done  us  a 
greater  courtefy,  than  telling  fo  loud  a  lie.  (The 
honeft  Welfh  received  us  very  courteoufly,  who 
were  then  ready  to  yield  the  bucklers,  not  for  love 
but  fear  of  the  faction. )  This  was  required  to  be 
publifhed  through  Wales  that  we  were  fuch,  that 
is,  as  far  as  Sir  'Thomas  Middleton's  faction  prevail- 
ed. This  caufed  feveral  religious  Mmifters  that 
loved  Confcience  and  the  King,  to  withdraw  them- 
felves, and  not  few  of  the  laity  -,  though  we  found 
enough  befides  to  bid  us  heartily  welcome.  At 
Holly  well the  firft  place  we  cameto,though  the  town 
were  moftly  Papifts,  we  were  told  they  pil- 
laged none  but  the  Churches  (in  want  of  linen)  and 
the  poor  Curate.  At  Nor t hop  (thither  we  came 
next)  they  took  away  the  furplice  again,  and  did 
no  other  harm.  It  was  their  time  of  probationer- 
fhip  amongft  difarmed  people  :  and  you  muft  un- 
derftand  the  Minifter  ftaid,  and  was  a  Scotchman. 
Thence  to  Hawarden  {Harding)  we  came,  where 

our 
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A. D.i  643  our  men  befieged  the  caftle  there,  (but  lately  and 
^V*^  falfely  betrayed  by  its  owner  a  week  before  we 
came,  a  man  intrufted  much  by  the  King  and  his 
officers,  the  more  is  his  fin,  one  Raven/croft)  where 
we  flayed  three  days  ;  in  which  time  very  happi- 
ly we  had  fix  men  killed ;  for  at  no  lefs  coft  would 
our  men  believe  that  Englifhmen  would  fight  with 
any  Englifhmen  but  Papifts.  And  I  cannot  honeft- 
ly  conceal  from  you,  that  three  of  thefe  were  killed 
more  bafely  than  ever  you  heard  of  any  killed  by 
the  rebels  of  Ireland ;  for  while   fome  called  them 
unto  them  from  the  top  of  the  wall  upon  pretence 
of  old  acquaintance,  and  promifed  them  facredly 
they  mould  receive  no  harm  by  their  approaching, 
others  fhot  at  them  and  miffed  not.    The  practices 
of  their  ring-leader  Brereton  were  not  more  honeft 
nor  honourable  ;  who  the  very  fame   day  that  he 
fent  his  warrants  as   far  as  they  could   reach  in 
Wales ',  (and  it  may  likely  be  the  very  fame  hour 
too)  writ   a  letter  to  our  Commander  (then  on 
fhip-board)  almoft  in  form  of  an  humble  petition, 
extolling  to  the  fkies  their  brave  adventures  in  Ire- 
land in  defence  of  the  Proteftant   Religion  (which 
God  knows  he  is  fick  of)  confeffing  the  unworthy 
reward  the  Parliament  gave  them  for  that  fervice, 
defiring  them  to  have  them   excufed,  promifing 
them   if  they  would   adhere   unto   them,    they 
mould  have   all   their  arrears  undoubtedly,  and 
humbly  intreating  that  it  would  pleafe  them  to  ac- 
cept of  a  parley.     It  was  anfwered  as  nobly  as  men 
could  anfwer  rebels.     I  will  not  trouble  myfelf  to 
repeat  it,  becaufe  I  believe  copies  are  fent  over  by 
this.     Well!  Sir  William  receiving  a  fhort  and  flat 
anfwer  what  he  was  to  truft  to,  and  our  men  deny- 
ing parley  with  rebels,  he  being  at  Wrexham  and 
having  an  army  that  might  have  done  fomething 
with  our  men,  they  being  newly  landed  (after  fix 
days  being  at  fea  many  of  them)  many  arms  un- 
fixed* 
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fixed,  many  of  them  difaffected  to  ourfelves,  ■<£/).  1643 
and  very  many  ftraggled  among  their  friends,  V^v>^> 
(tho'  now  we  mifs  fcarce  any  that  came  over  with 
us)  yet  it  pleafed  God  to  add  fuch  fear  to  him, 
that  we  being  many  miles  from  him,  for  fear  the 
Devil  ihould  take  the  hindmoft,  he  made  Procla- 
mation through  his  camp,  that  no  man  mould  ftir 
on  pain  of  death  till  further  directions.  As  fbon 
as  that  was  done,  left  he  mould  be  juftled  at  the 
bridge  of  //<?//,  the  utmoft  term  of  theWelfh  bor- 
der, he  moft  valiantly  went  over  firft,  and  then 
fuffered  the  reft,  routed  only  by  confcience,  to 
follow  him.  Flufh'd  thus  with  his  miraculous  e- 
fcape,  the  fpirit  enlightened  him  to  look  back  a- 
gain  into  Wales^  (which  I  believe  he  will  fee  no 
more,  but  in  a  map  or  out  of  Beefton  caftle)  he 
commanded  (in  the  way  of  jealoufies  and  fears) 
that  the  draw-bridge  mould  be  broken  down  ; 
which  had  been  enough  to  make  our  men  feek  ano- 
ther way,  if  they  were  minded  for  C be/hire.  Which 
done,  our  much  refpected  forces  ten  miles  off  not 
yet  appearing,  he  moft  defperately  adventured  to 
fee  an  arch  of  the  great  bridge  broken  down  for 
the  Country's  good  and  the  liberty  of  the  fubject. 
Good  man  !  he  fays,  there  is  no  fighting  againft 
us  :  we  are  Devils. 

I  return  to  Hawarden  caftle ;  (tho'  now  going  a 
contrary  way.)  The  befieged  there  expected  daily 
fuccours :  our  men  knowing  the  contrary,  fed 
them  in  that  expectation  to  ftarve  them.  There 
were  therein  about  120  men,  being  all  that  was 
left  of  Sir  Thomas  Middlemen's  regiment,  feditious 
chaplain  and  all,  except  himfelf.  Their  neceflity 
was  of  nothing  more  than  of  water :  it  was  taken 
for  a  miracle,  that  it  rained  in  winter,  and  they 
had  leads  to  preferve  it  *,  and  (which  is  ftrange) 
they  were  perfuaded  the  water  came  from  heaven. 
Our  men  moft  part  withdrew  to  Chefter,  leaving 

only 
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AD.  164.3  only  two  companies  of  our  own,  and  as  I  take 
^Tv  it,  500  Welfhmen  to  watch  them.  After  1 1 
days  or  1 2  at  moft,  they  delivered  the  cattle  on 
condition  they  mould  march  away  with  half  their 
arms,  one  colour,  25/.  worth  of  goods:  which 
articles  were  not  fo  well  performed  as  I  could  have 
wimed  ;  but  our  men  profefs  they  could  not  help 
it,  but  it  was  the  fault  of  fome  of  the  Lord  Cbcm- 
lefs  men,  who  bid  them  remember  Reading.  For 
which  fact,  they  fay,  Capt.  Sandford  hewed  fome 
of  our  own  fide  fufficiently,  and  (which  was  more 
than  the  articles  required)  guarded  them  out  of 
Wales  -,  where  they  will  have  no  caufe  to  fear  the 
King's  enemies  again,  we  having  now  garrifons  in 
all  the  Marches. 

Now  if  you  defire  to  know  what  I  find  by  my 
little  experience  in  Britain  of  the  behaviour  of  our 
zealots,  I  can  do  no  lefs,  (if  no  more)  than  con- 
firm what  you  have  often  heard.  All  the  honefl 
and  religious  Clergy  of  Wales  were  fled  to  Conway 
and  other  fafe  places,  till  our  landing  fet  them  at 
liberty ;  which  was  every  whit  as  welcome  and  fea- 
fonable,  and  even  more  needful  in  this  than  the 
weaker!:  part  of  the  kingdom,  than  Sir  Simon  Har- 
court's  coming  into  Ireland^  the  joy  of  which  you 
came  in  the  nick  to  take  notice  of  All  the  ortho- 
dox Clergy  of  Che/hire  and  hancajhire  are  either 
here  or  in  Torkjhire^  or  in  prifon.  They  fay,  they 
have  lately  feized  upon  fome  men  that  would  not 
publifh  in  their  Churches,  that  we  were  Irilh  re- 
bels. I  myfelf  coming  into  the  Church  of  Ha- 
warden  the  morning  after  they  were  there,  found 
the  Common-prayer-book  fcattered  up  and  down 
the  Chancel ;  and  fome  well-read  man  without 
doubt,  conceiving  the  Common-prayers  had  been 
in  the  beginning  of  a  poor  innocent  old  Church  Bi- 
ble, tore  out  almoft  all  Genejis  for  failing,  it  flood 
fo  dangeroufly  it  was  fufpected  to  be  malignant.  In 

win- 
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Windows  where  there  was  oriental  glafs  they  broke  AD.  164$ 
in  pieces  only   the  faces ;   to  be  as  frugal  as  they 
could  -,  they  left   fometimes  the  whole   bodies   of 
painted    Bifhops,  though  in  their  rochets.     But  if 
there  was   any   thing  in  the  language  of  the  bead, 
though  it  was   but  an  hoc  fecit.,  or  at  word  oratey 
&c.  (and  I  but  guefs  for  I  could   not  read  it  when 
it  was  gone)  which  had   ftood  many  years,   and 
might  many  moire  without  idolatry,  that  was  dafhed 
out.     They  had  pulled  down  the  rails  about  the  ta- 
ble, and  very  honeftly  reared  them  to  the  wall :  (it 
was  well  they  were  in  a  coal  Country,  where  fewel 
was  plentiful)  and  brought  down  the  table  into  the 
midft  of  the  Church.     Some  of  our  foldiers  came 
and  fwore  it  flood   not  right,  (alas!  that  we  have 
no  better  reformation)  and  fet  it  clofe  to  the  Eajl 
wall  again.  At  Wrexham  they  fay  (I  was  not  there) 
they  did  tlie  like  villany  almoft  in  all  points,  and 
broke  in  pieces  one  of  the  befx  pair  of  organs  m  the 
King's  dominions  :  which  Sir  Thomas  Middleton  took 
for  his  proper  pillage  to  make  bullets  of.     I   ant 
Weary  of  thefe  truths. 

This  day  we  march  out  4000  foot  at   leaft,  and 
1 000  horfe.     We  may   go  where  we  will  for   Our 
enemies,  if  we  have  God's  blefjing  ;  which  I  hope 
we  mail  not  want,  if  not  for  our  own,  for  our  ene- 
mies fakes.     One  thing;  I  had  almoft    fafgot.     On 
Saturday  lad:  we  received  a  moft  gracious  letter  from 
his  Majefty,  (which  if  I  had  fo  much  time  I  would 
have    lent  you,  and  I  hope   fome  good   man  will) 
"  exprefling  his  joy  for  our  landing,    his  thankful- 
*c  nefs  for  our  fo  honeft  refufal   of  the  rebels  pro- 
"  portions,  his  hopes  that  the  time  would  be  that 
he  might  be  more  able  to  reward  us  for  our  fer- 
vice  in  Ireland^  his  fenfe  of  the  unworthy  de- 
fertion  of  him  by  the  Parliament,  from  whom 
he  ex-pected  better  when  he  trufted  them,  his 
c  fear  left  the  report  that  they  were  Irifh  rebel? 
Vol.  I.  D  "  might 
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A*D.\6tf  "  might  do  them  fome  harm,  his  defires  that  there- 
fore they  mould  exprefs  in  all  places  the  detef- 
"  tation  they  have  of  the  odioufnefs  of  that  rebellion, 
"  and  that  by  their  conftant  prayers  and  fermons 
"  they  would  make  men  underftand  what  religion 
"  they  fight  for."  This  is  the  fum  as  near  as  I  can 
relate :  and  if  you  have  opportunity  to  compare  it 
with  the  copy  at  large,  you'll  find  it  to  this  purpofe, 
if  not  in  the  fame  words. 

I  am,  &c. 

Cbejiery  at  the  Red-Lyon  with- 

out  E,figM,  d*.  «, .««.  Harry  Byrch. 

I  pray  remember  me  to  Dr.  Sibbald,  and  tell  him 
Capt.  Spot/wood  died  gallantly,  and  hath  left  a 
very  honourable  name  behind  him.  I  will  write 
to  the  Doclor  myfelf  e're  long. 

Sir  Robert  Byron  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

I  Doubt  not,  but  before  this  comes  to  your  Ex- 
cellency's hands,  you  will  have  heard  of  the 
carriage  of  our  bufineis  with  Sir  William  Brereton 
at  Middlewich  on  St.  Stephen's  day  ;  but  left  it 
mould  fufFer  any  miflake  (as  it  may  well  do)  by 
fuch  as  take  it  but  by  report,  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  give  your  Excellency  this  following  relation. 

Having  made  our  quarter  at  Beclye,  at  a  conveni- 
ent diftance  from  Namptwiche,  the  firft  bufinefs  we 
undertook  was  the  taking  in  of  a  church,  which  after 
fummons  they  refufing  to  furrender  we  took  and 
put  all  the  men  to  the  fword  :  which  hath  made  the 
reft  love  churches  the  worfe  ever  fince.  On  Chrift- 
mas  day  we  rofe  with  the  army  upon  intelligence 
that  Sir  William  was  drawing  to  an  head  ztSanfage, 
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a  place  famous  for  ftrong  ale.  When  we  eame  with-  A.T>.  1643 
h  a  mile  and  half  of  the  place,  we  difcovered   a- 
bout  200  horfe  of  theirs  feeming   to  make  a  pafs 
good  againft  us.  We  drew  up  in  order,  and  as  icon 
as  we  were  ready  advanced  towards  them :  they 
inftead  of  making  the  pafs  good,  drew  themfelves 
off  and  away,  and  left  us  their  quarter,  but  not  a 
drop  of  ale.    This  night  we  lodged  at  Sanbage,  and 
having  fent  parties  of  horfe  abroad  to  know  what 
was  become  of  the  zealous  crew,  in  the  morning 
notice  was  brought  us  they  were  all  ztMiddlewichy 
whither  we  marched  direclly.     We  were  but  three 
regiments  there,  JVarretfs  not  being  yet  come  up, 
and  Sir  Foulk  Hunkes's  with  a  regiment  of  horfe  re- 
mained behind,  for  the  fafety   of  our  quarters  and 
baggage.     So  Col.  Gibfon  had  the  van,  I  the  bat- 
tle, and  Sir  Michael  Earnly  the  rear.     When   we 
came   near  the  town,  the  enemy  were  drawn  out 
twice  nwfket-fhot  from  the  town,    and  had  plac- 
ed themfelves  in  hedges  and  ditches  to  as  much  ad- 
vantage as  could  be.     Col.  Gibfon  drew  upon  my 
left-hand,  whither  I  know  not  -,  I  fell  on  right  be- 
fore me,  where  I  faw  the  enemy  moft  bury.     I 
difputed  with  them  an  hour  and  fomething  more ; 
and  could  not  make  them  budge.     All  this  while 
I  had  never  a  fecond  ;   at  laft  I  difcerned  fome  few 
of  Gibfon's  men  coming,  at  the  fame  inftant  I  was 
fhot:    the  enemy  (it  feems)  feeing  relief  coming, 
quit  and  began  to  run  ;  but  gave  fire  as  they  went, 
till  they  came  to  the  town.     There  almoft  300  of 
them  took  fanctuary  in  the  church :    the  reft  ran 
through  the  town,  where  our  horfe  overtook  them, 
and  did  pretty  good  execution  upon  them  •,  and  be- 
caufe  we  would  not  be  hindred  in  our  purfuit  of 
them,  we  were  glad  to  give  quarter  to  them  in  the 
church.     There  were  flain  of  them  about  300  and 
upwards,    prifoners  274.     We   got  good  ftore  of 
excellent  good  arms,  and  good  ftors  of  munition : 

D  2  there 
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4.D.164.3  there  was  hurt  of  my  regiment  myfeif,  three  cap-* 
tains,  and  a  Lieutenant,  and  41  foldiers,  whereof 
1 5  killed  outright.  Captain  Farrett  and  his  Lieu- 
tenant died  the  next  day.  The  whole  fervice  of 
that  day  fell  upon  my  regiment :  I  pray  God  they 
never  do  worfe  than  they  did  then. 

For  other  news,  I  know  your  Excellency  receives 
daily  advertifements  from  better  pens,  and  the  an- 
guifh  of  my  hurt  made  me  heedlefs  of  any  thing ; 
this  being  the  nrfl  day  I  have  been  able  to  fit  up, 
which  I  a  little  forced  myfelf  unto,  that  I  might 
not  feem  unthinking  in  my  refpects  to  your  Excel- 
lency, iwhich  I  mall  ever  endeavour  to  preferve, 
being  by  fo  many  obligations  due  from 

Tour  Excellency's,  &c. 

Chejlert   Jan.  9, 

l643-  Robert  Byron, 

Lord  Byron  to  the  M<  of  Ormonde. 

My  Lord, 

BY  your  Excellence's  letter  of  the  1 6th  of  this 
month,  I  perceive  that  none  of  mine  (except- 
ing the  firft  which  was  written  in  great  haftej  are 
come  to  your  Excellence's  hands.  In  them  I  gave 
your  Excellence  a  larger  account  of  what  had  pat 
fed  in  this  army  ;  but  fear  they  are  mifcarried.  It 
hath  pleafed  God  of  late  fo  to  turn  the  tide  of  our 
good  fortune  here,  that  I  cannot  continue  a  relation 
in  the  fame  ftile ;  but  however  it  be  not  pleafing, 
I  am  fure  it  is  expedient,  I  mould  faithfully  relate 
to  your  Excellence  as  well  our  ill,  as  our  good 
{uccefe. 

After  the  defeat  we  had  given  the  rebels  at  Mid* 

dlewich,  and  that  we  had  taken  in  two  ftrong  houfes 

poffefTedby  them  near  Namptwiche,  it  was  thought 

I  fit 
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fit  we  mould  draw  nearer  the  town  and  block  it  up  •,  ^-P-  ^43 
finding  it  to  be  of  that  importance,  that  unlefs  we 
were  mafters  of  that  town,  we  could  not  affure  our- 
felves  of  any  thing  in  the  country.  Within  a  few 
days  after,  fome  letters  were  intercepted  from  Sir 
Thomas  Fairfax  (who  was  then  in  Lincoln/hire  with 
30  troops  of  horfe)  to  Brereton  ;  wherein  he  afliired 
him  to  aflift  him  with  all  that  force,  and  to  bring  the 
foot  of  Staff  or  dftoire  along  with  him  to  join  with 
thofe  of  Lancafhire.  Whereupon  I  acquainted  my 
Lord  of  Newcaftle  with  the  defign,  and  defired  him 
(his  army  then  lying  that  way)  to  prevent  Fairfax's 
march  :  which  if  he  had  done,  the  town  had  with- 
in a  few  days  been  delivered  up  to  me.  But  his  oc*- 
cafions  drawing  him  back  into  Torfloire^  Fairfax  im- 
mediately advanced  into  Stafford/hire,  and  being 
come  as  far  as  Newcaftle  with  a  good  part  of  his 
horfe,  left  he  mould  draw  the  foot  together  of  that 
county,  I  immediately  rofe  with  almoft  all  the  horfe 
I  had,  and  a  party  of  commanded  mufqueteers,  and 
fell  into  his  quarter,  not  being  above  8  miles  from 
me,  took  above  an  hundred  of  his  horfe  together 
with  their  colours  and  officers,  killed  and  hurt  as 
many  more,  and  drove  the  reft  away  in  fuch  confu- 
fion,  that  they  reftednot  till  they  came  into  Lanca^ 
Jhire,  where  they  ftaid  fome  time,  e?re  Brereton 
could  perfuade  any  of  that  country  to  join  with  him. 
But  at  length  finding  themfelves  fecure  from  my 
Lord  of  Newcaftle^  and  that  the  lofs  of  Namptwiche 
would  make  us  abfolute  mafters  of  Chefhire^  and 
thereby  endanger  Lancafhire^  the  forces  of  that 
country  were  perfuaded  to  join  with  Fairfax  and 
Brereton  to  the  number  of  above  2000  foot,  befides 
a  rabble  of  cudgellers,  and  immediately  marched 
towards  us. 

So  foon  as  I  had  intelligence  of  their  approach, 
(which  in  this  ill-affected  country  I  could  never 
procure^  but  by  parties  of  horfe  which,  \  fent  forth) 

D  3  it 
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J.D  1 643  ;<-  was  refolved  we  mould  rife  and  fight  with  them, 
being  equal  to  them  in  horfe,  and  not  far  inferior  in 
foot,  as  having  1500  to  meet  their  2000  withal ; 
our  men  being  much  impaired  by  ficknefs  and 
hurts,  and  not  a  few  run  away.  It  fell  out  unfor- 
tunately that  the  night  before  we  fought  with  them, 
a  fmall  river  that  ran  betwixt  our  quarters,  fwelled 
fo  upon  the  falling  of  rain  and  melting  of  the  fnow, 
that  one  part  of  the  army  was  forced  to  march  fix 
miles  before  it  could  join  with  the  other :  before 
which  time  the  enemy  had  gained  a  pafs  upon  us, 
where  we  thought  to  have  ftopt  him.  Neverthe- 
lefs  Col.  Gibfon^  who  had  the  ordering  of  the  field 
as  Major-General,  in  regard  of  Sir  Mich.  Emeley's 
infirmity,  was  confident  we  had  advantage  enough 
over  them,  and  Col.  Moncke,  being  at  the  fame 
time  come  from  P.  Rupert  with  a  com  million  to 
raife  a  regiment,  added  great  alacrity  to  the  foldiers, 
efpecially  Col.  Warren's^  where  he  marched  as  vo- 
luntier.  The  place  of  the  battle  was  in  an  inclofed 
country,  where  horfe  could  do  little  fervice,  and  not 
above  a  mile  from  Namptwiche  :  which  I  forewarned 
the  Major-General  of,  and  defired  efpecial  care  might 
be  taken  left  we  mould  receive  prejudice  by  any  Tal- 
ly out  of  the  town  :  which  he  affured  me  he  had 
done.  His  own  regiment  had  the  right  wing  *,  my 
brother's  the  left ;  barren's  and  Sir  Mich.  Emeley's 
the  battle  ;  Huncks's  regiment  was  to  wait  upon 
them  that  mould  attempt  to  fally  out  of  the  town. 

At  the  firft  encounter  we  had  much  the  better  of 
them,  both  our  wings  clearly  beating  both  theirs, 
and  were  pofTefTed  of  many  of  their  colours  :  and 
had  given  them  a  total  defeat,  had  not  Col.  War- 
ren's  men  and  Sir  Mich.  Emeley's  at  the  fame  time 
(notwithftanding  all  the  endeavours  of  their  officers) 
retreated,  without  almoft  fighting  a  ftroke  ;  fo  that 
the  enemies  battle  fell  into  the  flanks  of  both  our 
wings :  and  at  the  fame  time  the  enemy  fallied  out 
z  of 
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of  the  town  with  at  leaft   600  men,  and  poflefled  4.D.  1 643 
themfelves  of  a  church-yard  where  all  our  carriages 
flood.  Moft  of  the  officers  retreated  into  the  church, 
where  they  were  all  taken  prifoners  ;  only  my  bro- 
ther's regiment  had  the  good  fortune  to   bring  off 
their  colours  with  very  little  lofs  ,    only  Sir  Francis 
Butler  was  unfortunately  taken  by  a  miftake  of  the 
enemies  colours  for  his  own.     The  ground  was   fa 
inclofed  that  the  horfe  could  do  no  fervice ;   and 
fome  of  them  who  were  ftruck  with  a  panick  fear, 
fo  difordered  the  reft,  that  though  they  did  not  run 
away,  yet  it  was  impoflible  to  make  them  charge. 
I  ftaid  above  two  hours  after  all  the  bufinefs  of  the 
foot  was  done,  to  try  if  any  thing  could  be  done  for 
the  recovery  of  the  cannon  and  carriages ;    but  all 
was  in  vain  ;  fo  that  I  was  forced  to  retreat  to  Che- 
fter^  with  what  foot  I  could  gather  together  of  fe- 
veral   regiments,    which  were  betwixt    1000  and 
1200,  where  now  we  are  in  a  fad  condition,  the 
enemy  braving  us  to  the  gates  of  the  city,  though 
with  our  horfe  we  have  hitherto  beaten  them  back 
with  lofs  to  themfelves. 

All  the  comfort  we  have  is  the  recruit,  that  your 
Excellence  is  fending  •,  but  truly,  my  Lord,  the 
enemy  is  grown  fo  ftrong  upon  their  late  fuccefs, 
that  without  a  larger  fupply  we  mall  be  able  to  do 
little  good :  and  I  could  wifh  they  were  rather  Irifh 
than  Englifh ;  for  the  Englifh  we  have  already  are 
very  mutinous,  and  being  for  the  moft  part  this 
country-men,  are  fo  poifoned  by  the  ill-affected 
people  here,  that  they  grow  very  cold  in  this  fer- 
vice ;  and  fince  the  rebels  here  call  in  the  Scots,  I 
know  no  reafon  why  the  King  mould  make  any 
fcruple  of  calling  in  the  Irifti,  or  the  Turks  if  they 
would  ferve  him.  But  this  I  fhall  humbly  fubmit 
to  your  Excellence's  better  judgment. 

There  is  one  Capt.  Maynard  who  hath  offered  his 
fervice  very  opportunely,  and  if  it  may  ftand  with 

D  4  your 
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4-jf.JD.i643  your  Excellence's  good  liking,  will  bring  over  a  re- 
giment for  me.  I  mail  derlre  your  favour  and  aflif- 
tance  ink.  As  for  the  powder  your  Excellence  fend s2 
I  mail  take  care  that  either  money  or  provifions  be 
returned  for  it ;  which  I  hope  will  be  equivalent. 
There  is  nothing  I  am  more  ambitious  of  than  your 
Excellence's  favour  and  good  opinion,  which  though 
my  prefent  misfortunes  make  me  unworthy  of,  yet 
\  hope  they  will  not  fo  far  leiTen  me  in  your  efteem, 
but  that  I  may  ftill  be  honoured  with  the  reputation 
pf  being, 

My  Lord,  &c. 

Cbefler,  Jan.   30. 

l643;  John  Byron, 

Sir  Robert  Byron  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pkafe  your  Excellence, 

I  Gave  your  Excellence  an  account  of  our  bufinefs 
at  Middlewich  by  a  letter,  which  I  fent  accom- 
panied with  one  from  my  brother,  which  it  feems 
were  not  come  to  your  Excellence's  hands. 

Since  that  day's  good  fortune,  our  whole  actions 
have  been  nothing  but  difafters.  It  began  with  my 
imkle  Byron's  furprizal,  coming  from  Shrewsbury 
%o  the  army  in  company  of  Sir  Richard  Willis  (who 
had  the  command  of  400  horfe)  to  convoy  fome  am- 
munition to  the  army.  Quartering  within  four  miles 
KfiWem^  a  fmall  garrifon  of  the  enemy's,  they  with 
120  horfe  and  as  many  foot,  feizedupon  them  be- 
fore any  alarm  was  given,  fome  of  the  officers  got 
off  and  about  200  of  the  horfe  \  the  reft  were  all 
made  prifoners. 

In  the  neck  of  this,  we  received  another  great 
lofs  by  {terming  the  town  ;  which  being  generally 
agreed  upon  by  a  council  of  war,  was  accordingly 
put  in  execution.     Some  of  the  regiments  did  very 

gallantly^ 
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gallantly,  and  not  only  entered  their  works,  but  A.D.  1643 
my  Lieutenant- Colonel  with  fome  of  my  regiment  v-— 
got  within  the  town  ;  but  for  want  of  feconds,  the 
enemy  being  very  flrong  within,  were  forced  to  re^ 
treat  to  our  great  lofs.     Upon   this  fervice  we  loft 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bouton  and  Sandford^  with  four 
Captains  more,  many  Lieutenants  and  Enfigns  {lain, 
and  divers  Captains  and  other  Officers  wounded :  of 
foldiers  hurt  and  flain  400. 

Thefe  were  great  loftes,  yet  fuch  as  we  were  in 
hope  in  a  fhort  time  to  recover  again :    and  for  all 
this  ill  fortune,  our  foldiers  retained  their  courage 
ftill  :  which  gave  encouragement  to  the  continuance 
of  the  fiege  -,  whilft  the  enemy  left  no  way  untried 
to  enable  themfelves  for  the  relief  of  the  town.  And 
on  'Thurfday  laft  Sir  Tho.  Fairfax ',  who  was  come  to 
their  relief  with  fix  regiments  of  foot,    and  fome 
1200  horfe,  advanced   where  we  had  taken  our 
ground.     To  oppofe  him  our  army  was  drawn  in  fe- 
veral  inclofures,  where  our  horfe  (which  we  were  fu- 
perior  in)  could  do  no  good,  nor  we  help  one  ano- 
ther, by  reafon  of  the  great  diftance  from  one  ano- 
ther:   yet  Gibforfs  regiment  and  mine  held  them 
very  good  play  and  lpft  nothing  by  them.     War- 
ren's regiment,  tho*  they  had  their  beloved  Colonel 
Moncke  in  the  head  of  them,  was  no  fooner  charg- 
ed but  they  broke,  and  being  rallied  again,  the 
next  charge  ran  quite  away.     Some  fay,  they  play- 
ed foul  play,  and  ran   over  to  the  enemy,  at  the 
leaft  60  of  them,  and  fired  upon  us.     By  this  time 
they  in  the  town  had  got  1000  mufqueteers  ready 
to  fally  out  upon  us.     There  was  a  bridge  betwixt 
us  and  them,  which  they  muft  pafs.    There  inftead 
of  400  men  my  brother  appointed  to  make  that 
pafs  good,  Col.  Gib/on  had  appointed  but  100,  who 
were  quickly  beaten  off  and  left  the  paflage.     Be- 
ing over,  the  r\QXt  regiment  was  Sir  Mick  Erneley% 
who  flood  not  long  to  difpute  with  them  5  but  broke 

and 
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^£•1643  and  ran.    All  this  while  Gibfon's  regiment  and  mine 
K^Y^K*/  held  entire ;  till  being  overcharged  on  all  fides  with 
horfe  and  foot,  were  forced  every  man  to  fhift  for 
himfelf  as  well  as  he  could.     It  was  now  high  time 
for  my  men  to  think  of  a  retreat :  which  they  did 
againft  two  regiments  of  the   enemy  that  purfued 
them  ;  they  keeping  them  off  ftill  with  giving  fire 
in  the  rear,  till  they  recovered  the  horfe  which  fe- 
cured  them.     Frank  Butler  was  unfortunately  taken 
in  the  coming  off",    by  miftaking  a   regiment    of 
theirs,  thinking  it  had  been  ours.    We  had  not  ten 
men  killed  in  fight.     We  loft  all  our  artillery,  mu- 
nition and  baggage :    all  our  Colonels  taken  prifo- 
ners,  and  moft  of  the  reft  of  the  officers.     We  have 
rallied  again  of  the  foldiers  about  1300  :    and  I  be- 
lieve many  are  yet  draggling  in  the  country.     We 
hear  many  of  the  foldiers  that  were  prifbners,  efpe- 
cially   of  Warren\    have  taken  conditions    with 
them.     Thus  your  Excellence  fees  what  a   defpe- 
rate  condition  this  Country  is  in ;  which  wholly  re- 
lies upon  fuch  fupplies,  as  your  Excellence  mail 
think  fit  for  their  relief 

I  prefume  upon  your  Excellence's  pardon,  and 
praying  heartily  for  your  fuccefsful  and  happy  go- 
vernment. 

I  reft)  &e. 

Chefter  this  laft  of 

Jan-  l643-  Rob.  Byron. 

Declaration  of  the  Marquefs  of  Montrofe  and 
other  Scotch  Noblemen  againjl  the  Scots  in- 
vading England  in  1643,  publijhed  at  Ox- 
ford. 

WE  his  Majefty's  loyal  fubje&s  of  the  Scotifh  na- 
tion whofe  names  are  under- written,  having 
a  right  and  faithful  fenfe  of  the  undeferved  fufterings 
of  our  gracious  Sovereign,  and  of  the  fad  condition  at 

prefent 
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prefent  of  all  his  Majefty's  dominions,  through  the  dif-  AD.  1643 
loyalty  and  rebellion  of  a  traiterous  and  moft  ungrateful L 
faction  in  both  kingdoms  ;  and  being,  as  becomes  us, 
moft  particularly  and  moft  deeply  afflicted,  that  any  of 
our  nation  mould  have  had,  and  ftill  have,  fo  great 
a  hand  in  inducing  and  continuing  thofe  publick  cala- 
mities, as  that  for  the  treacherous  and  perfidious  prac- 
tices of  fome,  our  whole  nation  is  in  danger  of  fuffer- 
ing  the  deteftable  imputation  of  partaking  in  this  odi- 
ous rebellion :  which  mifunderftanding  is  principally 
occasioned  by  the  power,  which  thofe  unnatural  and 
difloyal  perfons  have  gotten  of  countenancing  their 
moft  treafonable  actions  with  the  forms  and  glories 
of  publick  authority.  We  being  defirous,  not  only 
to  vindicate  ourfelves,  but  as  far  as  in  us  lies  our  na- 
tion, from  that  infamy  which  fome  of  our  traiterous 
countrymen  have  drawn  upon  themfelves,  and 
would  gladly  involve  the  whole  in  their  crime, 
have  thought  fit  to  exprefs,  in  this  folemn  declara- 
tion, our  hatred  and  deteftation  of  the  rebellion  in 
both  kingdoms,  and  of  the  prefent  invafion  of  this 
of  England  by  thofe  of  our  nation,  and  alfo  our 
judgment  of  the  late  pretended  Convention,  the 
fource  and  fountain  of  thefe  treafons  and  impieties  : 
And  we  do  hereby  profefs  and  declare,  that  we  e- 
fteem  the  faid  pretended  Convention  to  be  a  pre- 
fumptuous,  illegal  and  traiterous  meeting,  as  being 
deftgned  to  excite  fedition  and  rebellion  in  that 
kingdom,  and  a  moft  unjuft  invafion  of  this.  And 
as  we  do  utterly  difclaim  and  abhor  the  fame,  fo  do 
we  in  like  manner  all  Committees  general  or  parti- 
cular, flowing  from  the  fame,  and  all  acts,  ordi- 
nances and  decrees  made  and  given  therein,  and 
particularly  that  traiterous  and  damnable  Covenant 
taken  and  impofed  by  the  rebels  of  both  kingdoms, 
which  we  heartily  and  unfeignedly  deteft,  and  fhall 
never  enter  into  by  force,  perfuafion  or  any  refpect 
whatfoever ,  as  being  a  moft  impious  impofition 

upon 
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A.D.  1 643  upon  men's  confciences  to  engage  them  under  a 
'  falfe  pretence  of  religion  in  treafon  and  rebellion  a- 
gainft  their  Sovereign.  And  we  do  further  renounce 
and  deteft  any  authority,  either  of  the  Convention 
or  Parliament,  as  to  the  levying  of  arms  upon  any 
colour  whatfoever  without  his  Majefty's  confent 
And  we  do  fincerely  profefs  that  we  do  efteem  our 
countrymen's  prefent  taking  of  arms,  and  their  in- 
vading this  realm  of  England^  to  be  an  act  of  high- 
treafon  and  rebellion,  and  hold  ourfelves  obliged  by 
allegiance  and  by  the  act  of  Pacification  to  oppofe 
and  withftand  the  fame  ;  like  as  we  promife  upon 
our  honour  every  one  of  us  faithfully  to  employ 
our  uttermoft  power  and  abilities  both  with  lives 
and  fortunes  to  fupprefs  the  faid  rebels  now  in  arms 
againft  his  Majefty  and  his  Crown  of  England.  In 
which  juft  caufe  we  do  make  the  like  engagement 
firmly  and  constantly  to  adhere  to  one  another, 
and  to  all  his  Majefty's  faithful  fubjects  that  fhall 
join  with  us  in  that  endeavour,  and  in  this  declara- 
tion of  our  fidelity. 

William  Fleming.  Robert  Spotfwoode.  Forth.  Cra-* 
furd.  Montrofe.  Ogilby.  Hay.  David  Scrymfon.  A-. 
bercorne.  Nithifdaill.  D.  Reay.  Wailland.  J.  Innis. 
Jo.  Macbrayn.  Tho.  Ogilay.  Kinnoull.  J.  Aboyn. 
Inns  Innes.  Philip  Nesbott.  John  Honfton.  J.  Coke- 
ran,  tfraquaire.  Alex.  Lejlie.  Ogilvy.  James  Gor^ 
don.   Wi.  Morray.  Alex.  Charters.  Alex.  Smith. 

'The  Archbijhop  of  York  to  the  M*  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

WI  T  H  fo  much  of  the  letter  I  received  by  this 
bearer,  as  did  concern  the  new  and   furt- 
ther   fupply,     I  did  inftantly  acquaint   both   the 
King  and  (occafion  fo  offered)  the  Queen's.  Majes- 
ty*, 
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fty  -,  who  both  received  it  very  acceptably,  and  com-  d.D.  1643 
manded  me  to  leave  your  Excellency's  letter  with ' 
the  Lord  Dighy :  which  I  did  accordingly.     From 
whom  I  do  conceive,  by  what  fell  from  his  Lord- 
fhip  in  fome   difcourfe  with  me,  your  Excellency 
hath  received  fome  return  e're  this. 

I  humbly  thank  your  Excellency  for  your  conti- 
nual care  of  thofe  parts  wherein  I  fojourn :  but  what 
arms  or  ammunition  are  fallen  to  Chefter  or  Lord 
Byron's  hands,  are  gone  thither  unde  negant  redire 
quicqiiam^  from  whence  we  of  Wales  fhall  have  no 
return  of  any  thing,  but  muft  depend  upon  your 
Excellency's  further  charity  towards  us,  upon  fome 
opportunity  of  tranfportation. 

I  have  very  little  to  write,  and  not  much  (if  I 
were  upon  the  place)  to  fay  unto  your  Excellency. 
Somewhat  I  fhall  prefume  to  do  :  but  the  bearer 
hath  freed  me  of  one  fcruple ;  that  the  patents  for 
Lieutenancy  being  but  during  pleafure,  the  latter 
may  fuperfede  the  former,  without  further  legal 
difcharge  or  furrender.  Otherwife  your  Lordftiip  is 
too  prudent  to  conceive,  there  can  be  any  want  of 
malice,  either  in  the  pretended  Parliament  of  Weft* 
minfter,  or  in  my  neighbour  here,  your  predeceflbr 
in  that  place,  to  raife  (if  God  for  our  fins  fhould 
worn:  our  fide)  all  objections  which  can  be  invented 
againft  your  Excellency  .' 

Things  are  fo  unfixed  in  this  Court,  and  his  Ma- 
jefty  (out  of  his  too  much  goodnefs  and  piety)  fo 
obnoxious  to  be  fhaken  and  removed,  by  variety  of 
counfels,  out  of  any  fettled  refolution ;  that  I  pre- 
fume your  Excellency  is  ftored  (and  fo  you  had 
need  be)  with  fome  fundamental  inftructions  for  the 
government  of  that  kingdom,  as  are  not  to  be  whif- 
pered  away  or  difcompofed  with  private  informa- 
tions, or  letters  of  command  upon  fuch  grounds  as 
thofe.    If  the  word  fall  out,  which  for  the  great- 

nefs 
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-^.Z).i643nefs  of  our  fins  is  not  impoflible,  whofoever  gives 
"  the  advice,  your  Excellency  muft  bear  the  fault. 

The  \jzx&l>igby  is  like  to  be  the  only  man  of  affairs 
upon  whom  your  Excellency  can  place  your  rule. 
He  is  a  man  of  good  fortunes,  parts,  induftry  and 
honour,  and  is  pad  the  rubicon,  though  not  perad- 
venture  fo  forwardly  advanced  as  your  Excellency. 
Moft  of  our  other  gamefters  are  not  yet  come  ib  far 
in,  but  that  they  have  an  eye  upon  the  door,  and 
fome  refervation  of  hope  to  fteal  out  again  upon  oc- 
cafion.  We  are  not  unmenaced,  nor  without  daily 
lofTes  in  this  very  place  :  and  if  we  be  fecure  (as  I 
hope  we  yet  arej  it  is  not  becaufe  we  are  not  very 
weak  and  poor,  but  becaufe  the  enemy  (though 
they  face  it  better)  are  every  way  as  weak,  and  al- 
moft  as  poor  as  we  are. 

It  were  impertinency  to  put  your  Excellency  in 
mind,  that  you  are  to  play  your  game  wholly  in 
your  own  tables,  without  expecting  any  help  or  much 
advice  from  this  kingdom,  until  God  vouchfafe  to 
fend  us  better  times.  If  you  could  rid  that  ifland 
from  thofe  venomous  men  of  the  North,  as  nature 
hath  done  it  from  venomous  beafts,  you  might  live 
happily  within  yourfelves,  and  be  the  moft  blefTed 
neighbours  that  ever  this  kingdom  had.  They  have 
been  hitherto  not  fo  much  beaten  (I  fear  me)  as  a 
little  flea-bitten,  flthence  their  bold  invafion  of  this 
miferable  kingdom. 

God  Almighty  blefs  your  Excellency  in  all  your 
endeavours,  is  the  prayer  of 

Tour  Excellency's,  &c. 

Queetis  College,  Oxott, 

March  7,  1643.  J.   EboROC. 


Sir 
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Sit  G.  Radcliffe  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

My  noble  Lord, 

I  AM  am  very  much  your  Lord fhip's  fervant^.P.1643 
for  your  favour  fhewn  to  Mr.  Carpenter  at  the 
laft  meeting  of  Parliament  ;  whereby  he  is  freed 
from  the  occafion  of  much  clamourous  trouble.  I 
befeech  your  Lordfhip  continue  your  goodnefs  flill 
towards  him  -,  which  I  fhali  acknowledge  as  great 
an  obligation,  as  if  it  were  done  immediately  to  my- 
{t\f.  I  have  been  a  fuiter  to  his  Majefty  for  his  li- 
berty and  future  protection  :  and  I  have  procured 
fb  much,  as  I  conceive  will  be  a  good  warrant  for 
that  favour  which  your  -Lordfhip  fhall  think  fit  to 
extend  unto  him. 

I  perceive  by  Lord  Digby,  that  the  Earl  of  An- 
trim  was  a  fuiter  for  Bagnal  to  be  Governor  of 
Newry  :  but  Lord  Digby  ftopt  it ;  fo  I  think  that  is 
at  peace.  The  Prince  Elector  doth  write  kindly, 
others  would  fay  bafely  to  the  Roundhead  Parlia- 
ment of  England ;  and  is  expected  to  come  over 
fhortly  with  his  mother  to  London,  where  no  doubt 
he  fhall  have  fome  great  office,  as  great  Conftable 
under  the  new  Great  Seal.     This  is  our  conceipt. 

My  Lord,  I  have  not  any  thing  worth  your 
trouble  more  than  Mr.  Summers  can  tell  you  5  on- 
ly to  write  myfelf 

Tour  Excellency9  s>  &c. 

Qxon,  March  8, 

l643-  G.  Radcliffe, 


The 
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The  M.  0/*  Ormonde  to  the  Archbijhop  of  York* 

May  it  pleafe  your  Grace, 

^./).i644\T7HEN  Col.  Tr afford  was  ready  to  embark 
W  himfelfand  300  good  well  armed  men,  a- 
bove  20  barrels  of  powder,  with  match  proportion- 
able, and  fix  pieces  of  iron  ordnance  well  fitted,  be- 
ing aboard  of  Capt.  John  Bart  let,  all  for  the  defence 
of  Anglefey,  here  arrived  two  Parliament-mips  and 
a  frigate  to  hinder  this  preparation  made  at  my 
very  great  and  particular  charge.  I  have  finee  tried 
from  other  ports  to  fend  them  away,  but  the  too 
good  intelligence  thofe  mips  have  from  their  friends 
on  more  of  all  our  motions,  makes  me  unwilling  to 
hazard  fo  good  men  and  provifions  ;  the  unfortu- 
nate taking  of  Col.  TVilloughby  with  about  1 50  men 
bound  for  Briftol  by  fome  of  their  fellows,  and  their 
inhuman  throwing  over-board  of  70  men  and  two 
women  under  the  name  of  Irifh  rebels,  making  the 
men  alfo  very  fearful  to  venture  upon  the  voyage, 
It  being  very  well  known  to  them,  that  moft  of  the 
men  fo  murdered  had  with  them  ferved  againft  the 
Irifh,  and  all  of  them  lived  during  the  war  in  our 
quarters.  In  addition  to  thefe  difficulties,  we  are 
here  threatned  with  an  invafion  of  the  Scots  out  of 
the  North,  who  have  treacheroufly  furprized  Belfaft% 
and  attempted  other  Englifh  garrifons  ;  fo  that  un- 
til thefe  feas  be  cleared,  and  the  danger  of  the  Scots 
over,  Anglefey  can  expect  little  (indeed  no)  fuccour 
out  of  Ireland. 

I  had  a  meflage  delivered  me  from  your  Grace 
by  Mr.  Lutterell,  and  fome  intimation  of  the  fame 
thing  from  my  good  friend  Mr.  'Trevor :  whereupon 
I  humbly  befought  your  Grace's  leave  to  take  notice 
of,  and  vindicate  myfelf  from  that  very  falfe  and 
malicious  fcandal  caft  upon  me  by  a  perfon  that  I 

never 
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riever  injured,  unlefs  he  understands  my  preventing  d  1$.  164 4 
the  feduclion  of  the  army  here  from  his  Majefty's^'" 
obedience  by  his  inftruments  and  fons  to'  be  injury 
to  him.  But  my  part  being  to  juftify  myfelf  by  o- 
ther  means  than  recrimination,  I  humbly  defire  it 
jriay  go  no  further,  unlefs  your  Grace  will  be  plea- 
fed  to  tell  it  my  accufer  to  heighten  his  malice  ; 
which  out  of  the  clearnefs  of  my  foul  I  do  more  de- 
fpife  than  I  wifh  to  revenge.  In  this  I  moft  earnestly 
beg  your  Grace's  fpeedy  leave,  that  I  may  prove 
myfelf  in  fome  degree  (at  leaft  fo  far  as  innocency 
from  fo  black  a  crime  will  make  me)  worthy  the 
continuance  of  your  favour  and  the  name  of 

Tour  Grace's 

Dublin-Cajole  9  .... 

May  27,  1644.  moft  faithful  humble  Servant \ 

1     GrmondEo 

The  Archbifhop  of 'York  to  the  M.  ^Ormonde, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency  $ 

I  Humbly  thank  your  Excellency  for  your  great 
care  of  this  poor  Country  from  time  to  time,; 
and  efpecially  for  this  great  proviiion  prepared  un- 
der Colonel  Trafford^  for  whofe  perfon  I  am  parti- 
cularly much  obliged  to  your  Excellency. 

Sir  John  Mennes  is  appointed  Governor  by  Prince 
Rupert  of  thefe  three  Counties,  and  abides  as  yet  at 
Beaumaris ;  but  hath  no  force  at  all  in  readinefs,  nor 
hath  hitherto  fo  much  as  taken  a  general  or  particu- 
lar mufter^  and  feems  not  to  like  well  of  the  Em- 
ployment nor  the  people  over  much  of  him.  I  re- 
ceived  but  even  now  a  letter  from  his  Majefty  to 
go  and  piece  up  (if  I  can)  fome  breaches  between 

Vol.  I.  E  him 
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AD.  1 644  him  and  his  fubjefts  of  Angle  fey ;  which  I  mull:  go 
■  to  under ftand  from  him  as  foon  as  I  can. 

I  found  by  his  Highnefs  Prince  Rupert^  as  he 
was  putting  into  the  field,  that  he  expected,  and  had 
fome  deflgn  upon,  the  300  men  and  Colonel  Traf- 
fcrd :  and  more  particulars  I  do  not  underftand  in 
that  bufinefs  -y  whether  his  Highnefs  intended  to 
have  him  along  with  him  this  voyage,  or  to  place 
htm  here  (for  he  is  not  too  much  in  love  with 
Mennes)  I  know  not. 

But  if  your  Excellency  fhall  detain  the  men,  by 
reafon  of  thefe  occasions,  in  the  North  of  Ireland ; 
if  you  fhall  be  pleafed  to  let  Captain  Bart  let  bring 
hither  the  cannon  and  ammunition,  and  to  truft  them 
at  Conway ,  the  cannon  fhall  be  fafe,  and  the  ammu- 
nition paid  for,  with  due  acknowledgment  of  thofe 
great  favours. 

I  have  like  wife  prefumed  to  be  an  humble  fuitor 
unto  your  Excellence  for  the  greater  of  fome  4  or  5 
fkiffs,  or  fmall  frigates,  which  lie  there  unufed  and 
two  pieces  of  ordnance  to  be  ufed  in  her  ;  in 
hopes  Captain  Bartlet  (if  this  taking  of  Liverpool 
fhall  call  away  the  mips  which  guard  him)  will  do 
me  the  favour  to  hale  her  to  Beaumaris  after  his 
fhip,  and  it  fhall  be  kept  ready  to  ferve  your  Excel- 
lency from  time  to  time. 

My  moft  noble  Lord,  for  Mr  Lutter ell  his  rela- 
tion I  have  already  written  unto  your  Excellency  by 
Mr.  Arthur  Trevor  from  Worcefter^  and  fithence  by 
the  Lord  Dillon,  that  without  wronging  that  Lord, 
(with  whom  I  defire  to  have  neither  friendfhip  nor 
enmity)  I  cannot  juftify  upon  him  any  words  to  that 
effect  mentioned  in  your  Lordfhip's  letter  ;  to  wit, 
that  he  mould  ever  fay  in  my  hearing  that  your  Ex- 
cellency was  the  caufe  of  that  rebellion  or  the  firft 
mover  in  the  fame.  Had  he  faid  any  thing  of  that 
nature  unto  me,  I  had  undoubtedly  acquainted  his 
Majefty  with  the  fame,  being  fworn  of  has  Council, 

as 
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as  well  as  his  Lordfhip.  But  Mr.  Lutterell  might  ^.£.1644 
be  miftaken  in  my  words  or  relation.  Becaufe  I 
told  him  indeed,  that  the  Lord  did  no  way  love 
your  Excellency,  and  that  your  Excellency  was  to 
account  of  him  accordingly  ;  that  his  Lordfhip  faid 
your  Excellency  had  loft  nothing  in  point  of  private 
cftate  by  the  war,  wherein  he  was  contradicted  open- 
ly by  myfelf  and  another  Gentleman  -0  and  that  yout 
Excellency  brought  not  ten  men  of  all  your  retain- 
ers to  aid  the  King,  but  raifed  your  Excellency's 
reputation  by  his  the  faid  Lord's  forces  and  prepa- 
rations. To  which  he  was  fo  roundly  anfwered 
upon  the  place,  aS  in  truth,  moft  noble  Lord,  it 
needs  no  further  expoflulation  ;  especially  it  being 
but  table  talk. 

I  am  not  fo  punctually  informed  of  the  occur- 
rents  of  the  time,  as  to  prefume  to  give  your  Excel- 
lency any  tafte  of  them.  Prince  Rupert ,  after  the 
taking  of  Liverpool^  (but  not  nine  of  the  great  mips 
which  are  fallen  upon  the  North  of  England  or  Ire- 
land) is  gone  in  full  fpeed  to  relieve  the  Marquefs  of 
Newcaftle  at  Tork  -,  if  the  ill-conduct  of  the  Court- 
army  do  not  call  him  thither,  (the  words  of  the  let- 
ter I  now  received  from  his  camp  near  Warrington?) 
HisMajeftyfeemethto  be  drawing  back  again  to  Ox- 
ford. My  Lord  of  Londonderry  writes,  that  he  hears 
that  the  Scots  were  repelled  in  three  aflaults  they 
made  upon  Tork  with  the  Iols  of  3000  men ;  and  that 
they  have  raifed  their  fiege.  I  would  there  were  as 
much  truth  in  this,  as  in  another  part  of  the  news, 
that  thofe  rogues  are  got  into  Hull.  Prince  Mau- 
rice is  ftill  at  Lime  \  which  is  all  I  can  add  to  what  I 
formerly  wrote  unto  your  Excellency. 

I  befeech  your  Excellency  to  extend  your  favour 
to  one  Mr.  Evan  Lloyd%  a  Prebendary  of  one  of  the 
Cathedrals  in  Dublin^  and  one  whofe  honefly  and 
good  parts  I  have  known  of  a  Child  5  he  having 
been  my  pupil ,  his  Majefty  had  given  him  the  poor 

E  a  '  bifliop- 


5  2  Original  Letters  and  Papers 

^.Z).i644biflioprick  of  Kilphanora  in  that  kingdom,  but  be- 
'  caufe  he  ftopt  upon  his  Commendam,  I  returned  it  back 
to  his  Majefty  again,  becaufe  it  had  been  much  lofs. 

God  Almighty  ever  blefs  and  preferve  your  Ex- 
cellency. 

Tour  Excellency's 

Conway,  June  19,       woft  humble  and  devoted  Servant, 
1644. 

J.  Eboroc. 


Daniel  Oneile  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

My  Lord, 

TH  E  knave  that  advifed  you  to  provide  for 
the  King  was  not  far  from  his  account ;  for 
the  Gentleman  was  forced  to  quit  Oxford  at  the 
approach  of  Effex  and  Waller  with  their  prodigious 
number  of  cocknies :  and  never  flopped  until  he 
came  to  Beawley  caftle  in  Wore  eft  erjhire.  Effex  with 
the  grofs  of  his  army  quitted  him  at  Burford  and 
went  weftward :  but  fent  the  teafer  Waller  after 
him  with  6000  horfe  and  dragoons,  who  by  the 
way  was  to  join  with  my  Lord  Den  by,  who  had 
very  confiderable  forces  in  Warwick.  That  defign 
my  Lord  Wilmot,  by  a  feafonable  blow  he  gave 
Denby,  prevented  *,  which  gave  a  check  to  Waller's 
great  hopes,  and  made  him  think  rather  of  his  fafe- 
ty  than  prey.  This  intermimon  gave  his  Majefty 
leifure  to  return  to  Oxford,  where  he  is  now  in  no  ill 
condition.  What  Effex  does  in  the  Weft  we  do 
not  know  :  but  many  letters  to  thefe  parts  fay,  that 
Prince  Maurice  and  my  Lord  Hopton  have  as  confi- 
derable an  army  as  his. 

The  defeat,    which  your  Lordfhip  heard  the 
Scots  had,   was  given  them  by  the  Marquefs  of 

New* 
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Newcaftle :  it  was  a  fad  blow;,  the  moderate  call  it  ^.£.1644. 
3500  killed  and  taken.  It  happened  by  the^""^**^ 
breaking  of  a  bridge,  which  Lefly  made  over  the 
Oufe^  which  fo  divided  their  army,  that  neither 
could  fuccour  the  other.  They  fpeak  of  another 
rap  of  the  fame  nature,  but  much  credit  is  not  gi- 
ven unto  it.  Notwithftanding  my  Lord  Marquefs 
finds  himfelf  fo  little  a  mafter  of  York/hire ',  that  he 
never  left  prefling  of  the  Prince,  until  he  has  drawn 
him  to  him,  where  he  is  at  this  inflant,  either  an 
Alexander  or  a  prig.  His  going  left  the  work  of 
Lancqfhire  much  unfinished.  There  are  only  La- 
tham and  Liverpool  garrifoned :  the  laft  was  no  fuch 
boot  as  we  heard  -,  for  all  the  riches  and  ammunition 
that  were  in  it,  were  conveyed  to  the  mips  before  it 
was  taken.  The  Prince  in  hope  to  find  a  magazine 
there  to  conquer  the  reft  of  the  kingdom,  was  fo 
Javifh  of  his  own,  that  at  his  going  from  thence  he 
had  not  20  barrels  of  powder.  If  any  thing  will  be 
his  bane,  'twill  be  that. 

Marrow  lately  met  Colonel  Meldrum  with  a  re- 
giment of  Redjhanks,  which  he  had  from  Lejly^  and 
gave  him  a  fore  reproof.  The  Parliament  men  from 
Wem  furprized  Ofiftryy  which  fends  me  to  make  a 
paffage  to  Worcefter  through  more  unhallowed 
Countries  than  the  Alps.  All  the  comforts  I  have 
are,  that  Arthur  has  no  pleafanter  nor  fafer  a  jour- 
ney into  Yorjhire  \  and  that  the  little  fqueaking 
Knight  at  Dublin  is  not  freed  from  your  heavy 
hand  until  I  am  fafe  at  Oxford. 

Here  I  met  Mr.  Brent^  what  he  knows  of  the 
agreement  with  the  agents  he  will  deliver  your 
Lordfhip  at  large.  I  find  to  my  much  trouble,  that 
much  is  referred  to  you,  and  I  fear  of  the  moil  dif- 
ficult. My  Coufin  Brian  Oncile  is  to  come  with, 
the  main  difpatch  to  your  Lordfhip.  I  hope  to 
overtake  him  before  he  be  difpatched. 

Prepare  yourfelf  to  write  eloquently,  and  to  fend 

E  3  an 
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4S>'\&\\wa  exprefs:  for  the  Queen  is  brought  to  bed  and 
\y^T\)  God  be  praifed  well,  but  the  child  dead. 

Sir  John  Mennes  with  his  patience,  induftry  and 
fooling  has  brought  thefe  countries  to  allow  of  him 
as  their  Governor :  but  as  yet  he  has  not  a  man, 
but  two  in  the  caftle  of  Carnarvon^  and  four  in  this ; 
which  in  fober  fadnefs  is  a  fad  ftory.  For  let  me 
aflure  your  Lordfhip,  that  thefe  two  caftles  and 
towns  are  the  ftrongeft  places  I  ever  faw  in  Eng- 
land',  and  not  to  be  taken  but  by  famine  or  treafon. 
I  have  obliged  Sir  John  to  prefer ve  the  government 
for  any  that  you  will  fend  hither  with  men.  I  be- 
feech  your  Lordfhip  to  fend  Perkins  with  a  ioo 
men,  whatfoever  fhift  you  make.  That  for  the 
prefent  will  fecure  them  both  from  furprizal.  Men- 
ties  complains  much  of  the  bifhop  of  Tork  :  I  fear 
the  prelate  interpofes  too  much. 

Sir  Michael  Erneley  is  at  liberty  and  at  Chefier.  I 
hear  nothing  of  poor  Wai'ren^  or  Monk.  Hull 
though  not  neutral  will  not  receive  the  Scots.  If  I 
Jiave  omitted  any  thing  of  what  we  have  heard, 
Arthur  will  give  your  Lordfhip  an  account  of  it 
I  am 

Tour  Lord/hips 

moft  humble  Servant % 

D.  Qneilb, 

Qharles  Garred  is  in  Haverfordwefi  :  and  gains  much 
in  thofe  parts. 

Arthur  Trevor  Efq;  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde., 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency^ 

SINCE  the  fealing  of  my  laft  of  the  29th  of 
June  to  your  Excellency,  Sir  Lewis  Dives  hath 
overtaken  me  at  Latham^  in  his  way  to  the  Prince, 

from 
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from  his  Majefty,  whom  he  left   at  Buckingham  in  A.T>.  1644. 
fo  active  and  ftrong  a  condition,  that  his  Majefty  * 
was  then  marching  towards  Dunftable,  and  did  re- 
folve  from  St.  Albans  to  fummon  London  :  and  will 
expect  the  return  of  his  Herald  upon  Barnet  Heath. 
Ejfex  is  ingaged  in  the  Weft ;    Waller  in  the  parts 
about  Glocefter  -,  but  with  long  and  continual  marches 
(as  his  ufe  is)  grown  tame  and  contemptible.     The 
King  is  imperially  ftrong  *,  and  therefore  makes  this 
quick  march  towards  the  Londoners ,    when  EJJex 
and  Waller  their  fword  and  buckler  are  abroad.     If 
they  draw  out  to  fight  the  King,  it  will  be  fought 
pure  Citizen  to  Cavalier  without  mixture.  It  is  whif- 
pered  that  Effex  is  out  of  the  town  on  purpofe. 

I  find  the  bufinefs  of  the  young  Council  at  Ox- 
ford beginneth  to  frighten  the  party ;  as  is  legible 
by  Sir  Lewis,  who  certainly  is  the  agent  for  that 
peace.  But  if  I  underftand  the  queftion,  I  dare  fay 
the  orator  will  be  as  unpleafing  as  the  argument. 

From  our  encounter  with  the  Scots,  if  I  do  out- 
live it,  I  will  inftantly  fend  away  my  boy  to  your 
Excellency  with  the  Hiftory,  Tragedy  or  Comedy, 
as  it  falls  out  in  reading  or  action.  God  preferve 
your  Excellency. 

Tour  Excellency's 

Latham,  Ju/y  1,  mofi  obedient  Servant 

1644. 

in  all  humble  duty^ 

A.  Trevor. 

Arthur  Trevor  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellence, 

IM  A  D  E  three  addrefles  by  letters  to  your  Ex* 
cellence  by  the  way  of  Beaumaris,    where  I 
have  prepared  Arthur  White  with  the  beft  inftruc^ 

E  4  tions 
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^/).i644tions  I  could  give  him  for  the  quickening  of  dif- 
^OT^w  patches  in  their  motions  to  your  Excellence's  hands. 
Since  I  undertook  the  purfuit  of  the  Prince,  I  have 
ftill  been  in  the  enemies  country  and  out  of  all 
roads.  To  give  your  Excellence  the  fliort  account 
I  mall  at  prefent  make  to  you,  I  could  not  meet  the 
Prince  until  the  battle  was  joined,  and  in  the  fire, 
fmoke  and  confufion  of  that  day,  I  knew  not  for 
my  foul  whither  to  incline.  The  runaways  on  both 
fides  were  fo  many,  fo  breathlefs,  fo  fpeechlefs,  and 
fo  full  of  fears?  that  I  mould  not  have  taken  them 
for  men,  but  by  their  motion  which  fall  ferved  them 
yery  well  ;  not  a  man  of  them  being  able  to  give 
me  the  leair.  hope  where  the  Prince  was  to  be  found  ; 
both  armies  being  mingled,  both  horfe  and  foot ; 
no  fide  keeping  their  own  pofis. 

In  this  horrible  diffraction  did  I  coaft  the  country  $ 
here  meeting  with  a  fhoal  of  Scots  crying  out  Weys 
us,  we  are  all  undone  \  and  fo  full  of  lamentation 
jand  mourning,  as  if  their  day  of  doom  had  over- 
taken them,  and  from  which  they  knew  not  whi- 
ther to  fly  :  and  anon  I  met  with  a  ragged  troop  reT 
duced  to  four  and  a  Cornet  •,  by  and  by  with  a  little 
foot  officer  without  hat,  band,  fword,  or  indeed 
any  thing  but  feet  and  fo  much  tongue  as  would 
ferve  to  enquire  the  way  to  the  next  garrifons,  which 
(to  fay  the  truth)  were  well  filled  with  the  ftragglers 
on  both  fides  within  a  few  hours,  though  they  kry  di- 
ftant  from  the  place  of  the  fight  20  or  30  miles. 
This,  my  Lord,  was  the  firft  entertainment,  when 
I'  had  once  palled  the  garrifon  at  Skipton  caftle.  I 
fhail  now  give  your  Excellence  the  ihort  of  the 
action,  which  J  befeech  you  receive,  but  as  a 
preparative  to  a  more  full  relation,  which  mall  come 
to  your  hands  fo  foqn  as  we  are  cold  and  can  temper 
pudelves  to  look  particularly  into  our  lories,  and  re- 
ceive the  certainty  of  the  prejudice  done  the  enemy 
by  our  army. 

Upon 
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Upon  Tuefday  the  laft  of  June  (as  I  take  it)  the  ■^•#- ^44 
armies  faced  one  another  upon  Heff am- Moore,  three 
miles  from  York,  about  1 2  of  the  clock,  and  there 
continued  within  the  play  of  the  enemies  cannon  until 
five  at  night ;  during  all  which  time  the  Prince  and 
the  Marquefs  of  Newcajile  were  playing  the  orators 
to  the  foldiers  in  York,  (being  in  a  raging  mutiny  in 
the  town  for  their  pay)  to  draw  them  forth  to  join 
with  the  Prince's  foot -,   which  was  at  laft  effected, 
but  with  much  unwillingnefs,     The  enemy  perceiv- 
ing the  advance  of  that  addition  to  the  Prince's  ar- 
my, inftantly   charged  our  horfe,  and  mingled  in- 
ftantly  with  very  great  execution  on  both  fides.    On 
the  left  wing  the  enemy  had  the  better  of  us,  and 
on  the  right  wing,  where  the  Prince  charged,  we 
had  infinitely  the  better  of  the  enemy  ;  fb   that  in 
truth  the  battle  was  very  doubtful,  *as  in  the  num- 
ber of  the  flain  as  well  as  the  fuccefs  of  the  day, 
had  not  the  night  interpofed   and  made  a  cefiation 
of  arms,  and  given  the  foot  on  both  fides  opportu- 
nity to  fhift  for  themfelves,  leaving  the  horfe  on 
both  parts  naked.     The  firft  light  difcovered  this 
diminution  of  the  foot  on  both  hands,  anal  begot,  as 
jfbyconfent,  a  retreat,  leaving  the  dead  to*  bury 
the  dead.     The  Prince  drew  into  York,  and  from 
thence  to  Middleham,  where  now  his  Highnefs  is 
with  8000  horfe  and  5000  foot,  and  the  Scots  to 
Hull  -,  Kimbolton  to  Lincoln,  and  Fairfax  the  father 
and  fon  to  Bradford  and  the  Weft-riding  of  York- 
Jhire  to  recruit.  This,  my  Lord,  is  what  can  be  punc- 
tually faid  of  this  encounter;  each  fide  being  retired 
with  a  broken  wing  and  gone  to  the  bone-fetter. 

The  horfe  of  P.  Rupert  and  Lord  Byron  were  to- 
tally routed  ;  all  their  cannon  taken  :  the  Marquefs 
of  Newcajile  and  his  Governor  King  fled  unto  Scar- 
borough,  and  fome  fay  unto  France  -,  P.  Rupert's 
forces  of  foot  deftroyed  •,  yet  he  keeps  the  field 
with'  5000  hcrfe  and  2QOQ  foot,    but  will  fnortly 

march 
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A.D.x  644 march  for  Chefter.     The  fault  is  laid  wholly  upon 
'the  M.  of  Newcajtle.    The  rebels  are  ftill  near  Torky 
but  weak ;  what  this  may  work  is  doubted.     [This 
Paragraph  is  rn  Cypher.'] 

In  this  battle  the  young  Lord  Cary  was  flain,  and 
Sir  Charles  Lucas,  with  fbme  inferior  Officers,  and 
amongft  them  Capt.  Langley.  Col.  Tyllyer  is  taken 
prifoner,  and  Col.  Br  ought  on  hurt.  George  Porter  is 
flain  and  fome  Torkjhire  Gentlemen :  and  amongft 
them  Sir  Will.  Wentworth  the  late  Earl  of  Strafe 
ford's  brother,  Sir  Tho.  Metham  and  three  of  the 
Middletons. 

My  Lord,  I  befeech  your  Excellence  to  pardon 
the  diforder  and  unhandfomenefs  of  this  difpatch. 
Within  a  few  days  I  will  fend  away  my  man  to  wait 
upon  your  Excellence  with  letters  at  large  of  all 
affairs,  as  well  thofe  of  the  publick  as  your  own  ; 
which  I  am  confident  you  will  not  be  offended  that 
your  Excellence  receives  not  an  account  from 

Tour  Excellence's 

Middlebam,  July  moft  obliged  Servant 

10,  1644. 

in  all  faith  and  duty  for  ever, 

A.  Trevor. 

I  have  feen  divers  letters  that  his  Majefty  hath  gi- 
ven Waller  a  total  defeat  near  Banbury. 

Daniel  Oneile  to  Arthur  Trevor  Efq-X 

Bear  Arthur, 

IF  Mr.  Goodwyn  had  not  fatisfied  me  he  came 
without  your  knowledge,  I  fhouldhave  thought 
you  had  drunk  of  the  fame  cup  with  Will.  Legg  : 
but  I  am  cleared  in  that  point. 

Of  our  affairs  here,  that  you  may  not  be  fo  ig- 
norant as  wre  are  of  yours,  know  that  the  after  barley 

breaks 
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breaks  of  the  King  and  Sir  William  Waller ■,    the  A3. 1644 
Knight,  either  confcious  of  his  own  weaknefs,  or  * 
out  of  malice  to  Effex>  with  much  freedom  gave 
leave  to  his  Majefty  to  march  hither  without  impe- 
diment. The  morrow  we  join  with  Prince  Maurice, 
and  intend  to  imploy  the  reft  of  this  fummer  in 
j^tf-catching,    as  the  Cockneys  did  the  begin- 
ning in  King-catching.     Waller,  and  Brown  the  fa^ 
mous  wood- monger,    ftay  at   Oxford:    what  their 
hopes  are  I  cannot  tell.     I  am  fure  the  town  wants 
nothing.     This  in  brief  is  the  defign  and  ftate  of 
thefe  parts. 

Our  late  misfortune  in  the  North  is  made  much 
more  by  the  malice  of  fome  to  the  Prince,  than  ei- 
ther our  enemies,  or  the  effect  of  the  thing  make 
it.     I  am  heartily  glad  Mr.  Goring  comes  hither  to 
clear  all  our  doubts  and  fears.     I  befeech  God  fend 
his  Highnefs  all  his  heart  can  wifli  him.     I  am  fure 
he  cannot  have  Iefs  fortune  than  moil  of  thefe  here 
deferve  or  wifh.     The  reckoning   (I  am   fure)  is 
much  inflamed  by  my  Lord  Newcaftle's  going.  This 
rninifters  caufe  of  much  difcourfe  :    I  am  confident 
the  Prince,  that  was  fo  gallant  and  generous  to  go 
fo  far  and  through  fo  many  dangers  to  his  relief, 
would  not  give  him  any  real  caufe  for  his  journey, 
I'll  not  write  to  his  Highnefs  of  any  of  the  affairs 
here,  knowing  that  he  has  them  from  knowinger 
hands.     If  he  pleafe  by  himfelf  or  you  to  let  me 
know,  how  I  may  be  ferviceabJe  to  him  here,   I 
hope  I  am  not  fo  unhappy,  as  that  he  believes  not 
I  mail  with  all  cheerfulnefs  and  faithfulnefs  obey  his 
commands. 

Now,  Sir,  let  me  tell  you,  that  our  friend  the 
M.  of  Ormonde  has  a  hard  tafk  put  upon  him  :  for 
'tis  impofed  upon  him  to  end  that  there,  which  all 
the  Council  durft  not  look  upon  here  :  yet  to  effect 
it  is  fo  necefiary,  as  I  dare  tell  you,  the  King's  and 
his  own  prefervation  and  that  kingdom's  is  in  danger 
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4.D.  1 644  elfe.  From  Brijlol  I  have  difpatched  Brian  Oneile 
^V-^  with  an  anfwer  to  all  thofe  commands  he  gave  me 
in  charge.  The  King  is  very  confident  he  will  un- 
dertake this  great  burthen.  I  could  heartily  wifh  us 
both  there,  to  give  him  what  eafe  we  could.  O 
Arthur  !  the  weight  is  heavy  -,  yet  he  muft  not  fink 
under  it :  therefore  perfuade  him  not  from  it. 

I  hope  you  have  prefented  my  Harry  to  the 
Prince,  and  have  taken  fuch  pains  with  him,  that 
he  is  by  this  in  his  old  religion  •,  without  which  I 
profefs  I  mall  not  take  much  care  of  him. 

I  pray  you  fend  Mr.  Hawkins  the  cook  to  me  :  I 
want  him  much.  Defire  my  Lieutenant  to  fend  me 
an  account  of  the  regiment  and  my  own  troop.  Pre- 
fent  my  humble  fervice  to  Lord  Byron,  I  would 
have  writ  to  him,  if  Mr.  Goodwyn  had  leifure  to  ftay 
but  for  a  few  words.  If  by  treaty  or  force  we  re- 
duce EJfex  or  confound  him,  Pll  give  you  fpeedy 
notice  of  it,  though  it  coft  an  exprefs. 

lam,  &c. 
Exotic  July  26, 

1644.  Daniel  Oneile. 

I  hear  what  infinitely  troubles  me,  which  is  that 
Henry  Worfnam  is  killed.  I  am  unwilling  to  be- 
lieve what  I  fo  much  deteft. 

Arthur  Trevor  to  the  M.  0/*  Ormonde, 

May  it  pie afe  your  Excellence, 

IPrefume  by  this  time  that  the  tide  of  bufinefs 
that  broke  in  upon  your  Excellence  from  Court 
with  Mr.  Smith  is  over  ;  and  that  you  have  fome 
leifure  and  liber  angulus  for  a  fervant  to  give  your 
Excellence  a  month's  mind  of  what  hath  happened 
fince  his  laft  humble  addreffes  to  your  Excellence. 

The  Northern  horfe  commanded  by  Col.  Goring 
are,  upon  fome  more  apprehenfion  than  was  necef- 

fary, 
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fary,  come  over  hither;  but  in  the  heat  of  their d.D .1644 
march  are  boiled  to  little  or  nothing.  This  depar-  ^^/vv^ 
ture  and  the  ill-fortune  that  followed  them  to  Hale- 
foordling,  the  pafs  out  of  Lancajhire,  and  where  they 
had  a  very  confiderable  lofs,  as  like  wife  at  the  Mai- 
pasy  where  they  were  beat  up  by  Michael  Jones  with 
fome  diminution,  hath  fcattered  them  fo  into  the 
mountains  in  Wales,  that  it  will  be  in  no  power  but 
that  of  the  laft  trump  to  call  them  together  again. 
The  whole  North  is  now  in  the  power  and  tyranny 
of  the  enemy,  except  fome  few  garrifons,  which 
like  monitors  in  fchools  obferve  faults  only  in  the 
abfence  of  the  mafter.  By  the  letters  from  thofe 
parts  the  caftle-keepers  exprefs  much  courage  here- 
in, as  in  all  things  tlih  that  are  matters  of  faith  in 
the  caufe,  Scarborough  and  the  Governor  excepted, 
who  is  much  inclining  to  go  to  bed,  until  peace 
come  home.  Newcaftle  is  in  an  ill  condition,  and 
without  fupply  will  be  loft.  Carlijle  is  in  a  very 
good  condition,  and  much  bettered  in  its  condition 
by  the  having  of  Sir  Tho.  Glemham  there.  Some  of 
flie  lefTer  houfes  in  thofe  parts  are  diffolved  :  others 
hold  out  well.  Sir  Iho.  Fairfax  is  very  dangeroufly 
wounded  ;  his  moulder  and  arm  being  broken  with 
a  mufket-fnot  from  HymeJley-cMe,  in  an  attempt 
made  upon  it.  The  Scots  are  ft  ill  before  New- 
caftle :  their  number  is  not  great,  nor  is  their  fame 
in  arms  terrible  ;  the  Scotch  myftery  being  of  late 
much  revealed  in  thofe  and  other  parts  of  this  king- 
dom. 

Many  of  the  Northern  Commanders  of  good 
account  lie  here  of  the  hurts  they  received  in 
that  retreat ;  and  amongft  them  Sir  Marmaduke 
Langdale,  a  perfon  of  great  courage  and  much 
prudence.  The  diforderly  retreat,  the  difafters 
and  the  ill  difcipline  ufed  by  the  Northen  horfe 
when  they  were  here,  hath  procured  fome  fcandal 
and  much  prejudice  to  his  Majefty's  affairs  here, 
3  where 
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J.D. 1 644 where  neutrality  is  epidemical :  and  iince  our  mis- 
fortunes brought  to  us  from  Lancafhire,  we  have  had 
our  dangers  and  are  now  almoft  in  defpair ;  Liver- 
fool  being  beyond  hope  befieged,  and  this  place  fo 
befet  that  we  cannot  go  a  mile  out  of  doors  \  and 
to  make  us  perfect  in  defpair,  yefterday  all  our  mu- 
nition being  35  barrels  were  taken  from  us  near 
Montgomery -cattle,  which  I  hear  is  given  up  to  the 
rebels  by  the  Lord  Herbert.  Par  utriufaMe  regni. 
This  is  the  truth  of  the  cafe,  which  I  am  afTured 
your  Excellence  will  underftand  at  once  putting* 
and  without  a  moot. 

P.  Rupert  is  ftill  at  Briftol :  2500  of  the  enemy's 
horfe  lie  at  Bath  and  ftop  the  paflage.  In  the  Weft 
they  are  either  very  bufy,  or  much  unmindful  of  their 
friends  at  Oxford,  who  receive  but  little  intelligence 
what  is  done  there.  For  by  Mr.  Secretary's  letter  of 
the  27th  laftit  appears,  he  had  not  heard  from  thofe 
parts  fince  the  7th  before.  He  writes  of  the  taking 
of  the  Lord  Robert s,  Skippon  the  Serjeant-Major- 
General,  Colonel  Aldrige  and  1000  prifoners  taken, 
befides  the  {lain  upon  the  place.  EJJex  is  ftill  in  his 
hole  at  LeftithieU  expecting  relief  from  Waller ',  who 
was  in  much  difgrace  at  London :  but  he  hath  out- 
lived that  difpleafure  as  well  as  the  reft,  and  is 
thereupon  by  way  of  adoption,  and  according  to  the 
policy  of  all  ancient  States  declared  heir  apparent  to 
the  Generalfhip,  (if  the  other  die  without  ifiiie  of 
his  body  lawfully  begotten)  the  better  to  intereft 
himfelf  in  the  affections  of  the  foldiery  of  that  army  ; 
which  certainly  is  no  unneceffary  work,  if  he  intend 
thp.  fuccefTion. 

The  King  in  all  the  armies  that  are  now  waiting 
upon  EJfex  is  26000  horfe  and  foot :  and  is  refolv- 
ed  to  make  him  draw  out  and  fight,  or  to  make 
him  keep  a  very  long  lent  where  he  is. 

The  P.  Elector  came  over  to  London,  and  as  ha 

was  fitting  himfelf  to  go  towards  the  King  with  the 

3  old 


from  the  Year  1641  to  1660,  63 

old  fervice  of  proportions,  though  by  a  new  hand,  ^.D.1644 
took  a  ficknefs  and  died  ;    fo  that  the  Electorate  is  •'^YV 
defcended  and  come  to  P.  Rupert.     This  by  Mr. 
Secretary  Nicholas's  letters. 

My  I^ord  Wilmot's  misfortune  and  difgrace  are 
made  known  to  your  Excellence  by  Mr.  Smith.  He 
is  now  a  prifoner  in  Exeter  ;  but  at  fo  much  liberty 
of  the  town,  that  many  make  no  other  expofition 
of  that  kindnefs,  that  they   had  rather  have  his 
room  than  company,  yet  are  loth  to  bid  him  go. 
I  hear,  he  hath  had  fome  intimation  of  a  pafs,    but 
declines  all  things  but   a  trial  of  his   innocency, 
wherein  he  is  very  confident  (as  I  hope  in  God  he 
hath  caufe.)     Your   Excellence  will  herewith   re- 
ceive the  proceeding   concerning    him  hitherto  ; 
and  thereby  you  will  eafily  judge  by  the  materials 
the  trouble  that  was  taken  to  make  the  collection  ; 
the  moft  part  of  the  charge  being  words  ( I  pre- 
fume)  picked  out  of  the  tablecloth.     Lord  t>igby  is 
the  great  agent  to  incenfe  the  King.     My  Lord 
Wilmot  undertakes  to  turn  the  tables  upon  him,  fo 
that  the  wager  is  laid  head  to  head :    and  'tis  ex- 
pected that  fo  foon  as  the  King  mail  finifh  his  work 
in  the  Weft,  the  game  will  be  played  out.     Daniel 
Oneile  goeth  his  fhare  in  that  hazard ;  for  certainly 
the  Lord  Digby  hath  undone  his  credit  with  the 
King.     In  my  former  letters  I   gave   your  Excel- 
lence fome  touch  of  this  matter :    and  truly  I  look 
upon  Daniel  Oneile  as  faved  only  out  of  want  of 
leifure  to  difpofe  of  him.     P.  Rupert  and   Will. 
Legg  are  his  fevere  enemies  ;    and  fo  is  Ajhburn- 
ham. 

As  I  was  finifhing  this  difpatch,  Sir  William  Man- 
waring  is  come  hither  from  the  King :  and  upon 
fight  tells  me,  that  the  King  hath  taken  7000  muf- 
kets,  2000  pikes,  500  firelocks,  400  new  horfe 
arms,  32  pieces  of  brafs  cannon,  and  500  barrels 
of  powder.    Ejjex  and  the  Lord  Roberts  are  efcap- 
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^.D.i6^td  to  the  mips  in  a  long-boat.     The  horfe  are  cha- 
^  fing  one  another.     Waller  went  out  of  London  with 
6000  foot  fome  ten  days  fince  :    but  will  certainly- 
come  too  late. 

My  Lord  Macguire  and  Macmahon  efcaped  from 
the  Tower  upon  Sunday  was  feven-night.  They 
fay  that  a  thread  and  note  were  baked  in  a  loaf  of 
bread,  which  directed  them  where  to  find  a  rope  for 
their  deliverance.  Little  Ifaac  is  in  (bme  trouble 
about  it.  They  fawed  a  door  of  incredible  thick- 
nefs. 

I  fend  your  Excellence  Mr.  Butler's  burl  nefs  ac- 
cording to  your  commands.  Almighty  God  pre- 
ferve  your  Excellence  in  all  your  ways.  This  mail 
ever  be  the  daily  prayer  of 

Tour  Excellence's 

Chejler,  Sept.  1 3 . 

1 644-  tnqft  obedient  Servant  $ 

Ai  Trevor* 

Arthur  Trevor  EJq;  to  the  M.  0/*  Ormonde, 

May  it  pleafe  it  your  Excellency , 

MY  laft  Letter  to  your  Excellency  left  the 
buifinefs  before  Montgomery  in  the  balance  :' 
and  this  will  inform  your  Lordfhip,  that 
both  parties  being  weighed  we  were  found  too  light 
(of  foot  at  leaft)  for  in  plain  Englijh  our  men  ran 
fhamefully,  when  they  had  no  caufe  of  fo  great 
fear,  but  that  we  here  are  ordained  to  be  the  mock- 
ing flock  of  the  War.  The  firft  charge  was  made 
by  my  brother  upon  all  their  horfe,  who  killed  Sir 
William  Fayrefaix  in  the  head  of  them  and  put 
them  all  in  diforder.  Brought  on  and  Wajhington 
did  as  well  with  the  foot.     Sir  William  Vaughan 
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was  the  occafion  of  fighting  the  enemy  in  that  ^.D.1644 
place :  but  as  my  Lord  Byron  tells  me,  contributed 
not  much  to  the  action.  All  the  Lancajhire  horfe 
ran  without  a  blow  ftruck ;  which  difheartened  the 
foot  fb  infinitely,  that  being  in  diforder  with  the 
purfuit  of  the  enemy  they  could  not  be  perfuaded 
to  rally  again :  which  the  rebels  did,  and  advanced y 
and  made  good  the  place,  relieved  the  Caftle,  be- 
ing the  work  they  came  for,  and  took  fome  prifon- 
ers.  Our  party  confifted  of  1500  horfe  and  2000 
foot,  being  the  regiments  of  Brought  on,  Tyllyers, 
Warren,  Hunks  ^  Erne  ley,  and  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  are  all  taken.  There  are  not  100  foot  come 
off :  and  all  their  Officers  which  were  not  taken 
before,  killed  or  taken.  Col.  Brought  on  was  there 
fhot  and  taken  prifoner.  But  I  hear  Col.  Wajhing- 
ton  is  well.  What  horfe  was  loft  in  the  action 
were  out  of  my  brother's  regiment,  and  not  many  \ 
but  amongft  them  his  jewel  Bay  Squire,  whole 
folemn  mourner  he  now  is.  My  Lord  Byron  is 
infinitely  unfortunate,  and  hath  now  finifhed  with 
your  Excellency,  that  is  to  fay,  made  an  end  of  all 
your  Lordfhip's  army  unto  a  man,  without  any  the 
leaft  fcrvice:  and  truly  my  Lord,  people  now  be- 
gin to  fpeak  out  and  fay,  thofe  forces  were  trifled 
away  by  my  Lord  Byron,  who  is  here  obferved 
never  to  have  profpered  fince  his  practice  to  fup~ 
plant  Capel,  who  is  a  prudent  and  a  valiant  perfon 
as  the  nation  affords.  I  am  only  forry  that  our 
good  King  is  puniihed  for  the  ill  nature  or  confci- 
ence  of  his  people. 

This  laft  night  the  enemy  pofTefTed  themfelves 
of  Berkett-houfe  in  Worrall  -,  wherein  we  had  a  fmall 
garnfon  for  the  fecuring  of  the  paflage  from  hence 
to  Liverpoole,  which  will  now  be  much  more 
ftreightened  than  formerly,  and  I  am  afraid  wilf 
not  long  hold  out.  By  this  your  Excellency  will 
foon  make  your  own  judgment  of  Chefter  and  the 
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/.ZX1644.  parts  adjacent,  being  upon  the  matter  at  all  hands 
befieged.  We  reckon  upon  no  friend  but  the  Mar- 
quefs  of  Ormonde,  London  is  fo  great  an  attractive, 
that  we  do  defpair  of  forces  from  the  King. 

The  particular  of  Plymouth  is  now  undertaken 
to  be  30  pieces  of  cannon  and  the  town.  My 
Lord  Byron  hath  juft  now  frefh  letters,  that  Prince 
Maurice  hath  for  certain  killed  and  taken  3000 
horfe  of  Wallers  and  the  remainder  of  Effex  his 
Army. 

I  fet  out  to-morrow  towards  the  Weft,  fo  as  your 
Excellency's  commands  will  from  hence  forwards 
find  me  at  Court  with  the  Prince,  who  conftantly 
commands  me  not  to  forget  his  fervice  to  your 
Excellency  upon  all  occafions. 

Good  my  Lord,  if  there  be  any  thing  wherein 
your  favour  may  befriend  Col.  Legg  governor  of 
Chefter,  in  his  charge,  I  befeech  your  Excellency 
afford  it  to  him,  as  to  a  perfon  very  ferioufly  your 
great  fervant,  that  will  never  be  damned  for  in- 
gratitude. 

This  Gentleman  Lieut.  Col.  Napper  is  now 
paffing  into  your  Excellency's  power  ;  and  for  him 
I  fhall  humbly  befpeak  your  favourable  protection 
and  countenance  in  what  he  fhall  attempt  for  his 
Majefty's  fervice. 

My  Brother  is  now  come  to  me,  and  prefents 
his  moft  humble  fervice  to  your  Excellence,  and 
fo  does  for  ever 

CheJ!ertSept.Z$.  My   Lord,    &C. 

1644. 

A.  Trevor. 
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Tie  Archbijhop  of  Yorke  to  the  M.  of  Or- 
monde. 

May  it  pkafe  your  Excellency , 

"117 HEN  I  heard  lad  from  your  Excellency  a-  AD.  1644 

**  bout  trading  in  corn  and  coals,  before  I 
could  get  fhips  loaden  for  this  latter  commodity, 
a  great  Navy  of  the  rebels  were  come  to  Liver- 
pool:  and  fo  little  fupply  could  be  fent  in  that 
kind.  Corn  from  this  harbour  is  gone  out  hither- 
to in  great  abundance ;  but  if  your  Excellency  do 
not  provide  for  it  from  the  Court  it  is  not  like  to 
do  fo  hereafter.  The  merif  of  this  county  (one 
Jones  of  more  boldnefs  than  wit)  doing  what  he 
can  to  hinder  corn  to  be  carried  thither,  without  a 
licenfe  from  Lord  Byron,  (chat  is  fome  fkantling 
profit  to  himfelf )  upon  pretence  the  King's  Pro- 
clamation for  exportation  to  that  kingdom  mould 
be  determined ;  which  is  more  than  I  know,  and 
more  ( I  am  fure )  than  the  King  and  Council  in- 
tended when  I  came  from  Oxford.  This  Jones  (as 
Chedle  heretofore)  hath  feized  the  laft  week  upon 
a  Scotifh  barke,  which  came  to  Caernarvon  with 
fait,  with  a  pafs  from  your  Excellency,  imprifoned 
the  poor  men  and  fold  their  fait  without  confulting 
your  Excellency  •,  as  will  appear  to  you  I  conceive 
by  their  cries  and  fupplications.  And  I  fear  me 
much  this  heady  man  (linked  in  faction  with  Sir 
John  Mennes  )  will  utterly  deftroy  all  trading  in 
thefe  parts  •,  howbeit  I  do  and  will  (as  long  as  I  am 
entrufted)  keep  this  port  free  from  their  con- 
cuflions. 

Your  Excellency's  undeferved favour  towards  me 
puts  me  to  this  boldnefs  and  you  to  this  trouble, 
that  I  prefume  to  become  a  fuiter  to  your  Excellency 
in  behalf  of  the  bearer,  Mr.  Malory,  who  intends  to 
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AD.  1 644  live  in  Ireland,  is  a  kinfman  of  mine  by  the  mother's 
fide,  and  by  the  father's  defcended  from  an  anti- 
ent  and  noble  houfe  of  that  name  in  York/hire, 
where  I  am  no  real  but  a  nominal  Bifhop  only. 
"What  favour  or  encouragement  your  Excellency 
fhall  vouchfafe  to  afford  him,  according  to  his  parts 
and  calling  in  the  miniftry,  I  fhall  account  it  as  done 
to  myfelf. 

I  had  not  been  filent  thus  long,  noble  Lord,  if  I 
had  any  certainty  at  all  of  our  informations,  coined 
for  the  moft  part  at  Shrewsbury  or  Chejler,  for  the 
meridian  of  this  Country  in  a  manner  abandoned 
and  deferted.  And  what  I  now  write  is  but  a  mere 
conjecture  at  the  truth,  which  cannot  come  to  us 
but  through  the  enemies  command.  The  King  (as 
your  Excellency  may  alfo  pick  out  of  this  *  procla- 
mation, which  I  have  caufed  to  be  copied  from  a  print- 
ed one)  is  inclining  towards  London  at  Henley  -,  fome 
fay  more,  that  he  is  not  yet  within  80  miles  of  that 
curfed  City.  His  forces  20  days  ago  were  8000  foot 
and  3000  horfe ;  befldes  7000  left  under  Grenville 
and  John  "Digby  at  the  fiege  of  Plimouth.  Some  fay, 
his  Majefty's  army  is  flthence  increafed.  His  battle 
and  conqueft  of  Waller  near  Bath  grew  to  be  but  a 
beating  only  of  a  quarter,  and  that  is  believed  to  be 
little  or  nothing.  My  conjecture  is,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  intends  Surry  or  SuJJex  for  his  winter  quarters, 
(with  a  neutrality  of  Kent)  and  that  they  prepare 
with  all  the  forces  of  the  rebels,  to  oppofe  and 
hinder  his  vicinity ;  and  that  this  proclamation  is  to 
amufe  them,  until  his  Majefty  fhall  be  himfelf  ei- 
ther in  thofe  counties,  or  flip  away  fuddenly  to  Nor- 
folk  and  Suffolk^  countries  unharrowed  as  yet,  and 
not  fo  armed  for  the  rebels  or  difaffected,  as  we  hope. 
Oxford/hire  is  eaten  up,  the  City  defaced  by  fire,  and 
ftill  infected  with  the  plague. 

*  At  Chard  Sept.  30,  1644,  declaring  his  defires  of  peace,  &V. 
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The  Prince  our  Governor  is  at  Brifiol  or  therea- ^.2X1644 
bouts,  much  difcouraged  with  the  bad  fuccefs  in 
Torkjhire,  and  the  worfe  (for  fo  it  was)  at  Montgo- 
mery :  yet  if  your  Excellency  will  believe  Chefter 
news,  he  is  coming  down  with  3000,  and  Charles 
Gerrard  with  5000,  &c.  But  if  your  Excellency 
will  confult  our  fears,  who  fee  his  regiment  called 
away  to  go  to  his  Highnefs,  he  is  not  in  that  for- 
wardness to  come  to  thefe  parts,  but  is  rather  draw- 
ing towards  his  Majefty. 

Of  ourfelves  and  neighbourhood  I  can  write  no 
good  news.  Liverpool  remains  fore  befieged,  and 
the  Governor  and  I  have  made  bold  with  your  Ex- 
cellency's pinnace  and  fervant  Capt.  Lloyd  to  attempt 
the  relieving  thereof  with  victuals  from  Beaumaris. 
God  Almighty  fpeed  him  ;  for  from  Chefter  there  is 
little  hope.  Worrall  is  all  loft  to  the  enemy,and  plun- 
dered to  the  ground  by  Sir  W*  Brereton.  Middle- 
ton  (quietly  pofferTed  of  Montgomery/hire  by  the 
help  of  Sir  John  Pryfe)  did  enter  Ruthen  near  Den- 
bigh the  1 9  th  of  this  month  at  two  of  the  clock, 
admitted  into  the  town  by  Trevor  and  his  horfe  who 
ran  away  ->  but  Sword  putting  himfelf  into  the  caftle 
with  fome  80  men  (the  place  being  but  in  repairing) 
did  beat  him  away  with  ftones  and  fhot,  that  upon 
two  of  the  clock  on  Monday,  he  retired  to  Wem^ 
and  left  100  men  (lain  behind  him.  Whether  he 
will  advance  from  thence  into  Merioneth/hire^  or 
make  once  more  for  Denbigh/hire,  is  the  dispute  of 
your  Excellency's  fervants  in  thefe  parts. 

In  Torkfhire  5  or  6  caftles  who  hold  for  the  King, 
keep  the  country  in  reafonable  good  obedience :  and 
York  itfelf  is  very  ftubborn,  as  the  rebels  term  it, 
i .  e.  affectionate  to  his  Majefty,  where  Sir  Thomas 
Fairfaix  is  in  recovering.  The  General  Lejley  with 
his  Scots,  having  plundered  Cumberland  and  Weft- 
morland,  is  returned  to  the  fiege  of  Newcaftle,  as 
We  hear  $  but  his  approaches  are  not  near  the  town 
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AD.T644.zs  yet.  Chejler  was  fet  upon  Monday  laft  and  the 
'outworks  entered,  but  regained  again,  14  of  the 
enemy  killed,  who  are  not  retired  far  from  the 
works.  It  is  thought,  that  city  is  full  of  difaffected 
perfons,  and  certain,  that  they  do  not  love  their 
prefent  Governor ;  as  it  is  alfo,  that  the  enemy 
know  too  well,  what  little  accord  there  is  between 
Legg  and  the  Prince's  creatures,  with  that  poor 
Lord,  who  commands,  or  mould  command  in  chief 
in  thofe  parts,  a  moft  worthy  man,  but  unfortu- 
nately matched  in  his  government.  God  Almighty 
blefs  your  Excellency  in  all  your  endeavours  y  and 
I  do  and  mall  remain,  &c, 

Conway,  Od.  30,  T     EbOROC. 

1644. 

Lord  Byron  to  the  M.  ^Ormonde. 

My  Lord, 

IM  U  S  T  by  thefe  give  your  Excellency  a  fad 
account  of  the  lofs  of  Liverpool,  through  the 
treachery  of  the  common  foldiers,  who  (not  prefled 
with  any  other  want  but  of  loyalty  and  courage) 
moft  bafely  gave  up  both  the  town  and  their  officers 
to  the  mercy  of  the  rebels.  I  had  furnifhed  Capt. 
Lloyd's  frigate  with  a  new  fupply  of  victuals  for  the 
town,  (which  might  have  pafted  in  defpight  of  all 
their  mips)  but  before  the  relief  could  come,  they 
had  fet  guards  upon  my  brother  and  all  the  officers, 
and  fent  out  two  ierjeants,  one  of  mine,  the  other 
of  my  brother's  regiment  to  make  conditions  with 
Meldrum  :  which  were,  to  deliver  up  all  their  offi- 
cers prifoners  ;  themfelves,  either  to  take  up  arms 
for  the  rebels,  or  to  be  tranfported  into  Ireland  for 
the  fervice  of  the  rebels  there.  Some  few  of  them 
are  fince  fallen  into  my  hands,  upon  whom  I  have 
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done  juftice  :  and  if  any  of  them  hereafter  mall  be^-#  1644 
taken  by  your  Excellency's  forces,  I  humbly  defire r 
they  may  be  made  examples  of  difloyalty  and  trea- 
chery -,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  they  were  all  natives 
of  Ireland,  and  therefore  the  more  trufted  here,  as 
not  fo  apt  to  be  feduced  as  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try. My  brother  Robin  is  now  prifoner  at  Manches- 
ter, with  fome  of  his  officers  *,  the  reft  being  difper- 
fed  into  other  garrifons  of  the  rebels :  and  I  am  fo 
unfortunate,  as  at  this  time  to  have  no  exchange 
for  him  here.  There  is  one  Weymes  a  Scotchman 
who  was  General  of  the  ordnance  to  Waller,  now  a 
prifoner  at  Ludlow,  who  I  believe  would  exchange 
for  my  brother  and  his  Lieutenant- Colonel  Sir 
Francis  Butler.  I  have  written  to  Court  about  him  : 
but  what  I  fhall  fay  may  perhaps  be  thought  to 
proceed  from  the  affection  of  a  brother  -,  and  there- 
fore do  humbly  defire  your  Excellency  would  be 
pleafed  to  urge  this  exchange  in  your  next  letters  to 
Court ;  which  will  infinitely  add  to  thofe  many  ob- 
ligations, your  Excellence  has  already  been  pleafed 
to  put  upon  me  and  my  family. 

The  news  I  lately  fent  your  Excellence  concern- 
ing Waller's  defeat  was  nothing  fo  ;  yet  coming  from 
the  rebels  themfelves,  (though  I  had  no  exprefs  of 
it)  I  gave  fo  much  credit  to  the  report,  that  I 
thought  fit  to  acquaint  your  Excellence  with  it.  This 
day  I  received  a  letter  from  Sir  Gilbert  Gerrard  the 
Governor  of  Worcefter,  wherein  he  aflures  me,  that 
14  days  ago  the  united  forces  of  the  rebels  under  the 
command  of  Manchester,  Waller,  and  Brown  the 
Woodmonger,  to  the  number  of  14900  horfe  and 
foot  attempted  the  King's  quarters  at  Newbury9 
where  his  Majefty  was  (lightly  intrenched  with  8000 
men,  a  great  part  of  his  army  being  fent  for  the  re- 
lief of  Banbury.  The  rebels  took  this  advantage, 
and  two  days  together  aflaulted  the  trenches  ;  but 
were  beaten  off  with  lofs.  The  third  day  they  made  a 
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A>  D.\  644  more  defperate  charge,  and  forced  Prince  Maurices 
quarter  and  took  five  pieces  of  cannon :  but  Prince 
Maurice  rallied   his  men  again,  and  regained  the 
■works,  but  not  the  cannon.     The  King  on  the  o- 
ther  fide  of  the  town  was  more  profperous,  and  not 
only  beat  off  the  rebels,  but  got  three  pieces  of  their 
cannon.     The  night  parted  them,  and  both  fides 
thought  they  had  the  worft  of  it,  and  quitted  the 
field  ;  the  King  marching  towards  Oxford,  and  the 
rebels  to  Reading.     Yet  the  lofs  was  very  unequal : 
on  the  King's  fide  not  above  150  flain,  whereof  of 
note,  only  Sir  W.  St.  Leger  killed,  and  the  Earl  of 
Cleveland  taken  prifoner,  and  the   old  General  the 
Earl  of  Brentford  flightly  hurt  in  the  head;  on  the 
rebels  fide  at  leaft  1000  left  dead  upon  the  place,and 
divers  officers  taken  prifoners.     Since  the  battle,  it 
Is  evident  the  King  had  much  the  better  of  it ;  the 
rebels  army  being  fo  fhattered,  that  they  are  not  yet 
able  to  ftir,  and  the  King  now  marching  towards 
the  affociate  Counties  with  the  addition  of  7000  horfe 
and  foot,  which  Prince  Rupert  hath  fince  brought  to 
him. 

As  for  my  part,  I  am  left  here  to  myfelf  with  a 
very  few  men  and  nothing  but  ill  weather  to  help 
rne.  If  the  King  thinks  to  reap  any  benefit  by  the 
Irifh  peace,  I  wifh  he  would  conclude  it  quickly, 
that  we  might  have  fome  timely  afiiftance  thence  5 
for  Newcaftle  and  Liverpool  being  now  loft,  they  in- 
tend to  bring  the  Scots  hither.  I  humbly  beg  your 
Excellence's  pardon  for  troubling  you  with  fo  tedi- 
ous a  letter,  and  reft  ever 

My  Lord,  &c 

Chejier,  Nov,   l£„ 

l6W>  John  Byron* 
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News  from  his  Majejlys  Army  in  Scotland,  to 
be  prefented  to  the  moji  Honourable  the  Lord 
Lieutenant-General  of  Ireland  -,  written  at 
Inverlochy  in  Lochaber  the  yth  of  Febru- 
ary, 16443  by  an  Irifh  Officer  in  Alexan- 
der Macdonnel'j  Forces. 

WHEN    the  Irifh  forces  arrived  in  Argyle'sA.D.iGw 
bounds  in  Scotland,  our  General-Major  Alex- 
ander Macdonnel  fent  fuch  of  his  Majefty's  commif- 
fions  and  letters  to  thofe  to  whom  they  were  direct- 
ed *,  although  for  the  prefent  none  was  accepted  on : 
which  caufed  our  General-Major  and  thofe  forces  to 
march  into  Badenogb,  where  they  raifed  the  country 
with  them  ;  and  from  thence  to  Caftle-Blaire  in  A- 
tboi,  where  the  Lord  Marquefs  of  Montrofe  came 
unto  and  joined  them  with  fome  other  fmall  forces. 
From  thence  they  marched  to  St.  Johnfton,  where 
the  enemy  had  gathered    together  8000  foot  and 
800  horfe  with  nine  pieces  of  cannon  ;    his  Maje- 
fty's  army  not  having  fo  much  as  one  horfe  :    for 
that  day  the  Marquefs  of  Montrofe  went   on  foot 
himfelf  with     his   target    and    pike ;    the    Lord 
Kilpunt  commanding  the  bowmen,  and  our  Gene- 
neral- Major  of  the  Irifh  forces  commanding  his  3 
regiments.     The   armies  being  drawn  up  on  both 
fides,  they  both  advanced  together,  and  although 
the  battle  continued  for  fome  fpace,  we  loft  not  one 
man  on  our  fide,  yet  ftill  advanced,  the  enemy  being 
3  or  4  to  one :  howfoever  God  gave  us  the  day  ;  the 
enemy  retreating  with  their  backs  towards  us,  that 
men  might  have  walked  upon  the  dead  corps  to  the 
town,  being  two  long  miles  from  the  place  where 
the  battle  was  pitched.     The  chafe  continued  from 
8  a  clock  in  the  morning  till  9  at  night :  all  their 
cannon,  arms,    munition,    colours,    drums,    tents, 
baggage,  in  a  word,   none  of  themfelves,  nor  bag- 
gage efcaped  our  hands,  but  their  horfe,  and  fuch 
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J.D.16440F  the  foot  as  were  taken  prifoners  within    the  city. 
'  This  battle  to  God's  glory  and  our  Prince's  good 
was  fought  the  firft  day  of  September. 

From  thence  we  marched  ftraight  to  Aberdeen , 
only  furprizing  mch  as  withftood  us,  with  little  or 
no  ikirmifhing  till  the  13  th  of  the  fame  month.  At 
Aberdeen  the  Covenanters  of  the  North  had  ga- 
thered themfelves  together  to  the  number  of  3000 
foot  and  500  horfe,  with  3  pieces  of  cannon.  We 
had  then  about  80  horfe.  The  battle  being  fairly 
pitched,  it  continued  for  a  long  fpace,  and  the  ene- 
my behaved  themfelves  far  better  than  they  did  at 
St.  Johnfton.  Yet  we  loft  not  that  day  above  four, 
but  the  enemy  were  altogether  cut  off,  unlefs  fome 
few  that  hid  themfelves  in  the  city.  The  riches  of 
that  town,  and  the  riches  they  got  before,  hath 
made  all  our  foldiers  cavaliers.  This  battle  being 
ended,  only  our  manner  of  going  down  to  battle, 
and  how  each  one  commanded  I  omit,  till  it  be 
drawn  and  fet  down  in  a  more  ample  manner ;  now 
tendering  only  a  brevity  of  our  proceedings  ;  for  if 
I  mould  write  the  whole  truth,  all  that  hath  been 
done  by  our  army  would  be  accounted  moft  mira- 
culous ;  which  I  proteft  I  will  but  fhew  in  the  leaft 
manner  I  can,  leaving  the  reft  to  the  report  of  the 
enemy  themfelves. 

After  this  battle  we  marched  towards  the  High- 
lands again,  fo  far  as  to  Cajlle-Blaire^  where  I  was 
knt  to  Ardamuragh^  with  a  party  to  relieve  the 
caftle  of  Migary  and  the  caftle  of  Langhaline  ;  Mi- 
gary  caftle  having  a  leaguer  about  it,  which  was 
raifed  2  or  3  days  before  I  could  come  to  them  :  at 
which  time  the  Captain  of  Clanranald  with  all  his 
men  joined  with  Clan  Coo  men  and  others  who  had 
an  inclination  to  his  Majefty's  fervice. 

In  the  mean  time,  while  I  was  interefled  upon 
thofe  fervices,  the  M.  of  Montrofe  marched  back  to 
the  Lowlands,  almoft  the  fame  way  that  he  march- 
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ed  before,  till  they  came  to  a  place  called  Fivy  in  ^.D.1644 
the  fhire  of  Aberdeen  ;  where  Argyle  with  16  troops' 
of  horfe  and  3000  foot  marched  up;  and  upon  a 
very  plain  field  Argyle  was  moft  fhamefully  beaten 
out  of  the  field,  and  had  it  not  been  for  his  horfe, 
they  had  fufFered  as  deeply  as  the  reft ;  fo  that  there 
was  not  on  our  fide  any  hurt  done,  but  on  their 
fide  they  loft  many  of  their  beft  horfe,  and  moft  of 
all  their  commanders  hurt,  and  the  Earl  Marefchal's 
brother  killed.  After  the  armies  feparated,  the 
Lord  Marquefs  marched  again  to  Caftle-Blaire  m 
At hoi :  where  I  met  again  with  him  and  fuch  of 
the  Highlands  as  had  joined  with  me.  The  day  of 
Fivy  was  on  051.  28. 

From  Caftle-Blaire  we  marched  to  Glanurghyes,  cal- 
led M'  Callin  M'  Conaghy,  which  lands  we  all  burned, 
and  preyed  from  thence  to  Lares,  alias  Laufers ;  and 
burned  and  preyed  all  his  country  from  thence  to  A- 
ghenbracke's,  whofe  lands  and  country  were  burned 
and  preyed  ;   and  fo  throughout  all  Argyle,  we  left 
neither  houfe  nor  hold  unburned,  nor  corn  nor  cattle, 
that  belonged  to  the  whole  name  of  Campbell.    Such 
of  his  Majefty's  friends  as  lived  near  them  joined  with 
us.   We  then  marched  to  Loughaber,  where  Mr.  A- 
laneQamz  and  joined  with  us,  but  had  but  few  of  his 
men  with  him.     From  thence  we  marched  to  Glen- 
garry, where  the  Lord  of  Glengarry  joined  with  us. 
At  this  place  we  got  intelligence,  tnat  Argyle,  A- 
ghenbracke,  and  the  whole  name  of  Campbell,  with 
all  their  forces,  and  a  great  number  of  Lowlandmen 
with  them,  were  come  to  Inverloughy  in  Loughaber 
following  of  us.     This  caufed  us  to  make  a  counter- 
march the  neareft  way  over  the  mountains,  till  we 
came  within  mufket-fhot  of  the  caftle  of  Inver- 
loughy ;  it  then  being  night,  fo  that  the  enemy  ftood 
to  their  arms  all  night,  the  fentries  fkirmifhing  to- 
gether.   By  this  place  of  Inverloughy,  the  fea  comes 
clofe  to  it,  and  that  night  Argyle  embarked  himfelf 
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J.  D.i  464  in  his  barge,  and  there  lay  till  the  next  morning, 
%t~~>*mmmJ fending  his  orders  of  difcipline  to  Aghenbracke  and 
the  reft  of  the  officers  there,  commanding  the  bat- 
tle. Which  on  both  fides  being  pitched  and  their 
cannon  planted,  the  fight  began ;  the  enemy  giving 
fire  on  us  on  both  fides,  both  with  cannon  and  muf- 
kets,  to  their  little  avail.  For  only  two  regiments 
of  our  army,playing  with  mufket-fhot,  advanced  till 
they  recovered  Argyle9s  ftandard,  and  took  the 
ftandard-bearer :  at  which  their  whole  army  broke  ; 
which  were  fo  hotly  purfued  both  with  foot  and 
horfe,  that  little  or  none  of  the  whole  army  efcaped 
us,  the  officers  being  the  firft  that  were  cut  off. 
There  Aghenbracke  was  killed,  with  1 6  or  1 7  of  the 
chief  Lords  of  Campbell  \  their  other  Lowland  com- 
manders (only  two  Lieutenant- Colonels)  all  cut 
off  *,  four  others  of  the  name  of  Campbell  taken  pri- 
foners,  as  Bear  brick,  the  young  Laird  C^arrindel^ 
Inverleeven  Capt.  fon  of  Emftejinth,2sA  divers  others 
that  got  quarter,  being  men  of  quality.  We  loft 
but  two  or  three  that  day.  This  was  fought  the 
fecond  of 'February. 

Arthur  Trevor  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellence^ 

J.D.j6^T  Have  made  bold  with  your  credit  on  this  fide 
V*Of^  X  the  water,  which  I  yet  find  very  good,  and  am 
very  confident  will  grow  as  you  profper  in  your 
peace,  the  Goddefs  of  trade.  The  particulars  of 
that  charge  you  fhall  receive  in  a  paper  by  itfelfl 
By  this  I  befeech  your  Lordfhip  know,  that  the 
Lords  Hopton  and  Capel  ftand  engaged  with  me 
that  within  three  months  your  Lordfhip  will  pleafe 
to  order  a  fatisfaction  of  this  debt  -,  the  choice  of 
the  commodity  being  left  to  your  own  occafions  in 
fuch  furnifhments  as'  you  fhall  at  any  time  make 
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upon  any  defire  of  the  Prince  of  Wales ',  or  elfe  in  ^D.i6^ 
money.  If  your  firft  credit  be  precifely  managed,  I l 
have  fet  up  free  traffick  for  your  Lordfhip  without 
fureties :  fo  much  for  the  credit  and  the  merchant. 
The  commodity  I  do  not  doubt  will  fpeak  for  itfelf 
without  an  advocate.  My  Lord  Capel's  kindnefs 
towards  your  Lordfhip  in  this  and  all  things  elfe 
which  may  concern  your  Lordfhip  where  he  is,  will 
merit  a  letter  from  you :  wherein  I  befeech  your 
Lordfhip  let  him  fee  the  way  you  intend  to  hold  in 
the  fatisfaclion  of  this  vaft  fum,  for  the  procuring 
whereof  the  King's  eldeft  fon,  all  the  Court  and 
many  of  your  fervants  were  but  enough. 

The  Prince  of  Wales  is  now  here,  beginning  to  form 
an  army;  whereof  there  is  very  good  hopes,  the  fmall 
differences  between  the  Gentlemen  of  thefe  parts  being 
for  the  moft  material  point  of  the  fupreme  command 
well  appeafed.  [Here  will  be  no  great  good  done, 
the  enemy  being  fo  powerful  and  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  country  fo  divided,  that  it  is  of  equal  difficulty 
to  vanquim  the  one,  as  to  compofe  the  other.  The 
Prince  is  invited  into  Wales,  but  forbears  to  go  ; 
fearing  to  give  Prince  Rupert  impediment  in  his 
levies.  Such  is  the  jealoufy  of  great  Princes  ;  tho* 
the  houfe  be  on  fire.]  And  he  that  made  cere- 
mony to  avoid  the  curfe  of  the  ungirthed  and  un- 
bleffed,  (laid  to  put  on  his  girdle,  was  not  able  to 
put  out  the  fire  when  he  came.  If  fome  courfe  tend- 
ing that  way  be  not  held,  and  that  very  fpeedily* 
[all  will  be  naught :  for  at  Briftol  he  may  not  flay  ; 
his  diet  already  failing]  abfolutely. 

My  Lord  Goring  is  near  Blandford,  and  with  him 
Sir  Richard  Grenville  -,  both  making  a  fmart  army 
of  old  foldiers.  Waller,  and  his  new  Collegue 
Cromwell,  were  yefterday  at  the  Devizes  for  fome 
frefh  horfe  and  plunder,  and  are  now  marched  to- 
wards my  Lord  Goring,  with  whom  they  had  many 
bickerings  this  fpring,  but  now  they  refolve  to  play 
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A.D.  1 645 ;but  one  rubbers  up  for  the  Weft.  But  if  they  lofe  this 
game  they  fo  confidently  reckon  upon,  they  have 
not  another  army  in  England  nearer  than  the  North ; 
the  new  army  intended  for  Fairfax  being  not  yet 
cleared  in  all  the  folemnities  belonging  to  a  fong  of 
fb  many  parts  and  religions.  EJfex  his  army  is  laid 
afide,  or  at  beft  to  be  caft  again ;  the  crack  it  receiv- 
ed in  the  Weft,  making  it  altogether  unferviceable 
to  the  Church.  This  was  done  by  vote ;  the  Lords 
being  ttn  to  ten,  my  Lord  of  EJfex  to  turn  the 
fcale,  pulled  out  my  Lord  of  St.  Albatfs  proxy, 
which  by  a  fpecial  counter-plea  of  the  old  religion, 
and  a  new  vote,  my  Lord  6Vy  avoided:  and  to 
make  the  odd  trick  fure  and  his  own,  he  produced 
a  proxy  of  the  Earl  of  Arundel\  and  fo  got  a  new 
army.  And  thefe  difcompofed  iron-huggers  (Effex's 
men)  have  now  cantonized  themfelves,  and  do 
make  Croydon  the  feat  of  fupreme  juftice  in  point  of 
appeal ;  whilft  like  the  lineal  fons  of  Robert  Hoody 
Cade  and  Tyler ',  they  ifTue  their  Proclamations  to 
the  oppreffed  to  come  and  demand  juftice  before 
them  in  their  fupreme  Council.  The  Earl  himfelf 
is  retired  to  the  lodge  in  Eltham  park,  where  he  will 
fit  and  fee  the  Scots  fcene  played,  which  is  now  rea- 
dy to  begin  :  but  a  fecret  trick  may  find  him  out 
there,  and  bring  him  upon  the  ftage  again  to  his 
coft.  [We  after  our  wonted  manner  have  been 
tampering  with  them,  but  too  late.] 

The  Earl  of  Manchefter  is  become  the  owl  of  this 
Commonwealth,  wherein  every  bird  hath  a  peck  at 
him  •,  and  if  he  efcape  with  the  lofs  of  his  feathers 
only,  his  condition  will  be  very  much  above  the  ex- 
pectation of  his  friends.  He  is  fet  out  upon  the 
Faulconer's  ftall,  to  let  the  people  fee  there's  fuch  a 
creature  and  of  no  ufe,  or  elfe  the  better  to  fet  off 
their  new  high-flying  hawk  of  the  North.  I  again 
hear  of  the  retirement  of  the  Earl  of  EJj'ex  with  his 
commiflion,    for  which  he  difputes  as  eagerly  as 
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Marefchal  Byron  did  for  his  head:  and  happily  it  A.T>.  1645 
may  equally  concern  him,  as  tending  to  the  fame 
point,  though  by  different  lines.  If  again  he  come 
into  play  after  this  recefs,  I  am  confident  he  will 
repent  him  therein,  as  much  as  his  father  did  his 
coming  again  into  the  world,  from  whence  he  re- 
tired into  his  cattle  of  Tenby  in  Pembrokejhirs.  They 
that  profefs  themfelves  to  be  merchants  of  news 
fpeak  confidently  of  fome  troubles  in  London  :  but 
I  prefume  it  is  no  more  than  you  will  meet  in  the 
change  of  the  tenant  and  removal  of  the  lumber, 
which  muft  make  fome  noife  in  a  fmall  tenement. 

The  Scots  at  London  are  very  active,  efpecially 
in  drawing  money  from  the  people  for  the  caufe : 
and  are  not  yet  unprofperous  in  their  fermons  to 
their  auditors  at  Guildhall.  So  long  as  they  are  fuc- 
cefsful  in  their  arms,  the  argument  of  fortune  will 
pleafe,  though  from  an  ill  orator.  They  handle  a 
dangerous  inftrument,  that  play  upon  the  people's 
purfe-  firings,  and  muft  undertake,  as  the  King  of 
China  doth  at  his  inauguration,  that  it  mail  not  rain 
during  his  government. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Marquefs  of  Montrofe  is 
received  here  with  good  credit  and  much  joy  •,  and 
the  rather,  becaufe  we  underftand  they  at  London 
are  much  amated  with  it.  Some  letters  to  the  Scots 
Commiflioners  from  Argyle  and  his  fellows  of  the 
clofe  Committee  of  Scotland  to  a  very  difmal  tune, 
unlefs  they  were  inflantly  relieved,  by  the  with- 
drawing of  fome  of  their  forces  both  out  of  England 
and  Ireland^  were  intercepted  by  the  Newark  forces 
and  fent  up  to  his  Majefly  to  Oocon.  This  may  be 
but  a  Scottifh  policy  ufed  for  the  better  infurance  of 
their  money  •,  a  preparative  to  ftir  the  humour  be- 
fore the  purge  be  adminiftred.  There  are  fome  that 
think  there  is  fomething  of  truth  in  it.  Where  I 
cannot  believe  the  beft,  I  naturally  wifh  the  worft. 
The  want  of  horfe  makes  that  work  very  fubje<5l  to 
inquifition.  His 
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d.D.16^  His  Majefty  is  ftill  at  Oxon,  where  his  flay  will 
V^PVW  be  very  requisite,  until  that  garrifon  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  defend  itfelf,  and  the  train  of  artillery  in  an 
equipage  to  take  the  field  in  attending  upon  his  Ma- 
jefty. The  injuries  contracted  by  the  long  marches 
and  often  encounters  of  the  laft  fummer,  together 
with  the  negligence  of  the  officers  of  that  charge 
in  their  care  of  their  horfes,  carriages,  and  their  ap- 
pendents,  are  not  to  be  repaired  without  more  ex- 
pence  of  time  and  treafure,  than  the  King's  affairs 
will  well  permit  in  the  prefent  point  of  his  bufinefs. 
So  foon  as  the  train  is  ready  to  move,  [Prince  Ru- 
fert  will  draw  unto  the  King,  and  then  Northward ; 
if  in  the  Weft  they  can  fubfift  without  their  army. 

At  Oxon  we  are  at  great  faction  :  the  Marquefs  of 
Hertford  and  all  the  reft  againft  Lord  Digby  and 
Cottington.  It  was  occafioned  by  fome  interruption 
given  to  the  renewing  of  the  Treaty:  and  I  believe 
that  P.  Rupert  is  in  with  the  M.  of  Hertford ;  and  fo 
is  Mr.  Afhburnham,  and  Southampton  are  all  in  all. 
The  Lord  Percy  is  in  France  :  Sujfex  at  London  ; 
both  by  the  King's  leave.]  The  Queen  is  treated 
in  France  according  to  her  ftate  and  dignity,  and , 
is  lately  removed  from  Paris  to  take  the  waters  at 
Bourbon^  where  jfhe  intended  to  make  no  long  ftay  ; 
her  health  ferving  her  very  well  before  fhe  took  her 
journey.  [It  is  faid,  we  jfhall  have  1 0000  French 
very  foon  here,  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  of 
Efpemon.  For  certain,  fupplies  of  arms  and  pow- 
der are  prepared  for  us,  and  will  be  here  with  the 
firft  opportunity  :]  The  reft  I  leave  to  the  courteous 
reader. 

[The  Lord  Herbert  with  many  of  his  religious 
great  philofophers  of  faith  are  gone  into  Ireland.  I 
know  not  what  affections  he  may  have,  religion  be- 
ing in  deflgn :  but  I  am  very  doubtful,  he  hath  none 
to  the  M.  of  Ormonde ',  nor  others  that  eat  often 
with  the  M.  of  Ormonde^] 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Price  that  was  taken  with  Sir//.  Tichburne  and^.D.i  645 
the  reft  is  efcaped,  and  teils  me  of  fome  letters  ^V^O 
written  from  Oxford  [by  Brian  O  Neile  and  others  to 
fome  of  the  Irifh  party,  very  prejudicial  to  the  peace 
and  M.  of  Ormonde.']  I  mall  forbear  in  this  the 
particulars,  being  affured  by  Dr.  Price ,  that  the 
copies  of  them  are  by  the  endeavours  of  Sir  H. 
"Tichburne  tranfmitted  to  your  Excellence.  I  be- 
feech  your  Lordfhip  look  well  about  you  in  a  bufinefs 
of  fo  vaft  importance,  having  [to  do  with  men  that 
love  not  your  perfon.  Yet  I  believe  good  ufe  may^ 
be  made  of  Lord  Herbert^  as  the  M.  of  Ormonde 
may  treat  him.  He  certainly  loves  the  King^ks 
much  as  any  man  of  his  religion  now  do,  and  will 
not  think  himfelf  ill  entertained  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity given  him  of  making  the  inventory  of  his  do- 
ing for  the  King. 

Daniel  0  Neile  is  here :  the  occafion  men  take  to 
difpute  it,  having  no  employment  upon  the  place  is 
much.  Some  fay,  he  is  a  fpy  upon  the  new  Council 
here  •,  others  that  he  hath  prudently  withdrawn 
himfelf,  forefeeing  the  quarrel  againft  Lord  Digby : 
I  believe  nothing,  but  the  want  of  money,  which  is 
very  great.  The  Lord  Hopton]  is  very  much  at 
your  Lordfhip's  devotion,  and  certainly  a  perfon  of 
exceeding  much  noblenefs.  I  befeech  you  take  an 
occafion  to  let  him  fee  you  are  fenfible  of  his  readi- 
nefs  to  ferve  you.  My  Lord  Capelznd  Mr.  Attor- 
ney-General (who  is  yet  at  Oxon)  are  perfons  you 
may  rely  upon  in  a  very  ftricSl  aflurance  of  their  good 
affections  to  you  upon  all  occafions. 

Now,  my  Lord,  give  me  leave  to  give  your 
Lordfhip  an  account  of  our  war.  My  Lord  Goring 
and  Waller  are  chafing  one  another  in  the  Weft. 
P.  Rupert  and  P.  Maurice  are  towards  Br  ere  ton  y 
Mytton  and  Middleton9  who  are  now  recruited  with 
2000  Scots.  Hitherto  we  have  the  better  of  this 
new  year,  and  have  no  fear  of  continuing  our  fuc- 

Vql.  I.  G  cefTeSj 
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^.D.i645cefles,  unlefsthe  new  Armado  they  are  providing 
'  at  London  ftrike  a  peg  into  the  wheel  of  our  for- 
tune. My  Lord  Goring  upon  Saturday  laft  defeat- 
ed 600  of  Waller's  horfe,  and  doth  keep  him  wak^ 
ing  by  daily  fkirmifhes :  and  certainly,  if  his  hand 
hold  in  for  a  fling  or  two  more  at  him,  he  will  re- 
turn home  with  little  comfort  from  his  Lenter  circuit 
into  the  Weft.  Sir  Hardrefs  Waller  commanded 
the  party  of  his  coufin's  horfe  that  were  fo  defeated 
at  Wincanton  in  SomerfetJhire9  and  had  much  ado  to 
get  off  himfelf  with  two  horfe ;  fo  abfolute  was  the 
beating. 

Colonel  Blage  from  Walling  ford  beat  into  Ux- 
bridge "with  60  horfe,  and  30  Dragooners:  and 
there  took  all  Aldrige's  troop  of  horfe  and  arms  to 
the  number  of  54  brave  horfe.  Aldrige  efcaped 
through  the  gardens  on  foot.  Sir  John  iBoyes  fpoil- 
ed  near  500  foot  that  were  marching  by  his  caftle 
of  Dennington  into  the  Weft :  and  my  Lord  North- 
ampton defeated  a  convoy  pafling  from  Gloucefter  to- 
wards London  with  cloaths  and  plate  to  a  very  great 
value  :  which  added  to  a  former  brufh  of  that  kind, 
will  make  the  enemy  look  about  him?  and  put  Ban- 
fiury-czMz  in  a  good  condition  to  entertain  the 
young  illuminated  warrior  Mr.  Fiennes  this  next 
fummer,  if  he  think  good  to  come  and  fetch  his 
guns  he  left  there  the  laft.  P.  Rupert  came  hither 
late  yefternight,  but  ftays  not  long.  His  army  is 
quartered  in  the  parts  about  Hereford^  where  the 
late  insurrection  was,  and  mall  continue  there,  un- 
til they  give  him  800  men  armed  for  their  contempt. 
His  army  is  in  a  very  good  condition,  and  he  is 
hopeful  to  increafe  it  much  •,  for  he  hath  preffes  for 
1400  men  out  at  this  time. 

I  hear  much  of  [Lord  Herberts]  commiffion :  as 
I  hear  it  [the  M.  of  Ormonde']  is  not  taken  notice  of 
m  it.     If  it  be  fo,  I  befeech  you  get  a  copy  of  it. 
IPqnil  0  Neile]  told  me,  he  was  to  pafe  into  [Ire- 
land] 
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land]  upon  very  important  affairs:  but  that  refolu-^-^-1^ 
tion  is  now  over.  I  cannot  imagine  what  this  mat-  * 
ter  of  weight  mould  be,  unlefs  it  was  to  have  a 
fhare  in  that  commirlion  ;  to  which  I  am  induced, 
becaufe  that  fiddling  fellow  [of  his  name]  was,  and 
went  into  [Ireland  with  Lord  Herbert,"]  and  the  reft 
of  the  philofophers  of  faith. 

My  ever  honoured  Lord,  pardon  me  for  thq 
trouble  of  this  long  letter  in  the  tide  of  all  your  bu- 
finefs,  and  forgive  the  fin  of  it  againft  your  Excel-' 
lence  and  the  Commonwealth  to, 

My  Lord, 

Tour  Excellence's  moft  humbly 

Brijlol,  April  9, 

1 645 .  devoted  and  obedient  Servant \ 

A.  Trevor, 


Arthur  Trevor  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

My  Lord, 

I  Am  in  great  pain,  until  I  hear  of  the  fafe  arrival 
of  your  fervant  Mr.  Goodfellow  with  your  Lord- 
fhip's  cloaths  and  other  neceffaries.  Your  Lord- 
fhip's  coufin  Butler  is  much  difpleafed,  and  told 
Sir  Robert  Poyntz  (to  whom  he  deeply  bemoaned 
himfelf )  that  he  only  expected  a  good  hand,  and 
would  have  fent  your  Lordfhip's  apparel  by  the 
Bifhop  of  Killala  but  that  he  is  a  Biftiop,  and  by 
Sir  Al.  Hamilton,  but  he  (  as  he  conceives )  is  a 
Jefuit.  I  did  therefore  take  the  boldnefs  to  apply 
to  his  tender  confcience  the  middle  way,  the  con- 
feflbr  of  our  new  reformation,  the  Captain  of  the 
main  guard  with  fome  of  his  novices.  If  herein  I 
have  erred  towards  your  Lordfhip,  I  moft  humbly 

G  z  beg 
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4T>.  1 645  beg  your  pardon  •,  but  as  having  wrought  a  good 
V^VN^  cure  upon  your  coufin,    I  think  my  felf  not  courted 
in  your  thanks. 

I  befeech  your  Lordfhip  be  mindful  of  your  let- 
ter to  my  Lord  Cap  el,  who  is  very  much  your 
Lordfhip's  fervant ;  and  withall  be  pleafed  to  con- 
lider  of  my  condition,  who  am  fure  to  be  whipt  if 
there  be  any  fault  at  all.  Firelocks  will  do  well, 
if  that  furnifhment  may  confift  with  your  other 
provisions  of  that  kind  for  P.  Rupert ,  who  thinks 
ne  hath  a  ftrong  engagement  upon  your  Lordfhip 
for  2  or  300  of  them.  Powder  will  not  be  amifs, 
nor  indeed  any  thing  that  is  moneyworth.  But  if 
I  am  not  fecured,  I  fhall  be  forced,  tho'with  much 
unwillingnefs,  to  acquaint  a  young  Prince  with  a 
main  piece  of  his  privilege  and  of  his  Peers,  for 
which  we  now  fight  amongft  the  bundle  of  the  juft 
privileges  of  Parliament,  that  always  his  and  their 
fureties  are  obliged  to  pay  his  and  their  debts.  So 
much  for  jealoufy  and  fears.  Now,  my  Lord,  give 
me  leave  to  prefent  you  with  a  fhort  view  of  our 
irate  on  this  fide  the  water  and  at  this  degree  of 
the  fun  in  May. 

Windebank,  that  fome  time  ferved  my  Lord  Straf- 
ford, was  intrufted  with  the  keeping  of  Bletching- 
ton-houfe  within  four  miles  of  Oxon,  which  he  de- 
livered up  fo  bafely  that  fince  he  is  for  his  cowar- 
dice fhot  at  Oxford,  which  was  fo  (upon  the  matter) 
befieged  by  the  taking  of  that  Houfe  and  the  en- 
couragement that  Cromwell's  horfe  took  thereby  to 
come  every  minute  to  the  ports  of  the  town,  that 
P.  Rupert  was  forced  to  march  from  JVorcefter 
with  a  confiderable  body  of  horfe,  and  my  Lord  Go- 
ting  with  his  horfe  out  of  the  Weft  to  fetch  ofTthe 
King  and  his  artillery,  which  was  lodged  there  this 
winter  for  want  of  fhoes. 

The  new  General  Sir  T.  Fairfax  is  advanced  to, 
]\rewbery  in  his  way  to  the  relief  of  Taunton,  (as  we 

imagine 
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imagine  by  fome  intercepted  letters  of  his.)     The^-^-l645 

Princes  Rupert  and  Maurice  are  joined  to  my  Lord  V*^V"^ 

Goring  and  wait  upon  him  with  6000  old  horfe, 

and  9000  foot*  for  the  moft  part  all  old   like  wife. 

Fairfax  is  not  near  that  number  -,  which  makes  m& 

fear  he  will  not  advance.      However  the  King's 

army  is  refolved  for  the  greater  folemnity  of  his 

firft  adventure  in  his  new  dignity  and  triumph  to 

wait  upon  him  home.     Taunton  is  ftrictly  befieged 

and  ready  to  be  now  entered  on  all  hands :    and 

if  they  mould  have  no  fuccours  within  three  days, 

we  fhall  certainly  have  it,  and  with  it  all  the  Weft 

except  two  or  three  fmall  things  which  they  reckon 

no  otherwife  than  fo  many  kernes  and  fingle  thieves. 

The  governor  of  the  place  was  yefterday  flain  by 

the  breaking  of  a  gun  to  which  he  was  giving  fire  i 

and  that  we  hope  will  haften  a  parley,  for  with  him* 

we  conceive,  the  malice  of  the  place  died.  His  name 

was  Blake^  a  renegado  from  us. 

The  people  in  Kent  and  Suffex  are  very  much 
given  to  difpute  with  their  mailers  taxes,  and 
fpeak  high  and  do  fome  fmall  matters.  Mr.  Fretz- 
weli,  who  is  again  come  to  his  old  mafter  the  King^ 
fays  the  like  of  them  in  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  [  whi- 
ther the  King  and  P.  Rupert  intend  to  march  fo 
foon  as  this  action  is  over.]  And  truly,  my  Lord* 
I  do  nothing  doubt  of  God's  blefling  upon  his  Ma- 
jefty's  armies  raifed  and  maintained  like  Cadmm's 
foldiers  by  wonders,  and  as  I  hope  will  deferve  the 
name  of  the  army  that  does  wonders  better  than 
they  at  IVeJiminfter  the  name  of  the  Parliament  that 
does  fo. 

We  have  now  before  Taunton  6000  foot,  and 
the  country  are  railing  8000  foot,  and  2000  more 
for  the  guard  of  the  Prince,  which  will  be  ready 
in  ten  days,  and  indeed  are  for  the  moft  part  up 
already.    P.  Rupert  hath  preifes  out  for  14000 

G  .3  foot, 
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AD. 1 645 foot,  and  marches  now  effectually  12000  horfe  and 

^Y^  foot. 

General  Gerrard  is  now  very  fuccefsful  in  his 
Welfh  war,  and  very  powerful  in  his  army.  He 
hath  upon  the  matter  ended  the  war  of  this  fum- 
mer  in  thofe  parts  ;  for  he  hath  taken  Haverford 
Weft  their  chief  town,  forced  the  enemy  to  burn  Car- 
digan-Caftle  and  run  away  by  the  light  of  their  own. 
fire,  and  hath  fince  beaten  the  enemy  in  a  pitched  field, 
taken  and  killed  1300,  and  amoitgfl:  them  400  Irijb 
that  were  of  QoX.Willoughbfs  regiment,  and  thofe  that 
by  agreement  ztDuncannon  were  fentoverto Milford. 
Since  that  defeat  he  hath  taken  Piclon-Caftle  and  Ca- 
ry  Ccftle :  and  indeed  left  the  enemy  no  more  foot- 
ing in  that  country  than  they  have  by  Pembroke- 
Caftle  and  Tenby.  All  this  had  the  folemnity  of 
bells  and  bonefires  here  yefterday.  Col.  Gerrard 
hath  lent  earneftly  to  this  city  of  Briftol  to  invite 
the  merchants  to  undertake  the  keeping  of  Mil- 
ford-Haven,  which  he  promifes  by  Saturday  next 
to  put  into  their  quiet  pofTeflion.  This  done,  he 
will  be  able  to  draw  a  very  considerable  force 
with  him  after  the  King  into  the  main  land  :  but 
I  prefume  he  will  be  inftantly  directed  [  to  relieve 
Chefter  at  prefent  in  no  good  condition.  Lord 
Byron  is  governor  of  Chefter  ]  but  what  to  fay 
hopefully  to  your  Lordfhip  in  that  difficulty  I  am 
puzzled.  Truly  I  hope  the  King's  bufmefs  is  im- 
mortal but  in  that  heel,  and  if  we  ftand  upright 
in  that  falva  res  eft.  We  fee  them  that  contemned 
the  King  at  the  treaty  and  would  be  his  fchool- 
mafters,  and  teach  him  the  arts  of  empire  and  al- 
moft  oall  him  King  of  Oxon,  as  the  French  called 
their  7th  Charles  King  of  Bourges9  not  able  to 
bring  fo  many  men  fo  foon  into  the  field,  having 
their  malice  and  his  and  their  revenue  to  fupport 
and  fet  out  their  rebellion. 

[P.  Rupert  and  Mr;  Goring  are  reconciled,  and 
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1  hope  that  jealoufy  is  pulled  up  by  the  root.    The^  &  l645 
Lord  Bigby  is  as  I  left  him  upon  my  laft  letters.  ^^O^ 
Lord  Hopton  hath  fo  much  favoured  neutrals  that 
I  do  not  find   either  party  pleafed.     If  this   devil 
of  commimon  were  caft  out  of  us  we  mail  certainly 
do  very  well. 

Here  is  good  ftore  of  munition  come  from  France :] 
and  much  more  is  expected  very  fpeedily.  They 
that  come  from  [France]  fay,  they  are  not  well 
pleafed  they  are  not  more  courted  into  the  King's 
bufinefs :  and  I  hope  it  is  forborne  out  of  good 
judgment  that  we  mail  do  our  work  without  the 
French.  The  hand  that  hurt  and  I  hope  will  ferve 
to  make  the  cure,  and  the  fame  knife  that  made 
the  wound  fpread  the  plaifter  for  it. 

I  have  a  great  deiire  that  [the  M.  of  Ormonde] 
mould  be  [an  Earl  of  England.  ]  Notingham  [  is 
now  void  ;  ]  and  if  I  hear  nothing  from  the  M.  of 
Ormonde,  I  mall  adventure  that  blame  amongft  the 
reft,  and  indeed  do  prefer  it  before  that  of  Duke 
which  is  intended. 

My  ever  deareft  and  beft  Lord,  I  have  now  by 
leaps  paffed  over  this  little  commonwealth,  and 
hope,  tho'  it  be  platonick  now,  the  next  fight 
will  reprefent  to  your  Lordfhip  a  ftate  of  this 
country  that  may  pleafe  you. 

I  am  this  minute  taking  horfe  for  the  army, 
from  whence  your  Lordfhip  mail  by  all  hands 
hear  that  I  am  ferving  your  Lordfhip,  and  if  I  die, 
praying  for  your  Excellence,  your  excellent  Lady 
and  hopeful  iflue :  and  this  is  the  laft  will,  and  if 
not  the  daily  exercife  of—  my  moft  gracious  Lord, 

Tour  Excellency* s 

Brijlol,  May  8, 

l^4S«  moft  obliged  Servant  in  all  ~Duty% 

G  4  A.  Trevor^ 
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^  D.1645 

Arthur  Trevor  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

My  ever  mosl  honoured  Lord, 

I  Am  infinitely  afflicted  with  the  ill  news,  that 
Mr.  Gocdfellow  hath  not  yet  found  his  way  to 
your  Lordmip  with  your  provifions  and  neceffaries 
of  apparel ;  efpecially  in  a  time  that  requires  both 
ftate  and  entertainment,  If  he  be  loft*  with  him 
are  perifhed  4  tun  of  French  wine,  and  9  buts 
of  facke,  as  good  as  ever  came  into  Briftol,  the 
ftaple  of  that  commodity,  your  Lordfhip's  apparel 
(which  Mr.  Butler  hath  had  all  this  time  on  his 
hands)  fome  ftore  of  linnen  for  my  Lady  and  her 
woman  Mrs.  Wheeler.  But  truly,  my  Lord,  above 
all  (except  the  wine)  I  am  troubled  at  the  fhare 
my  fweet  young  Lords  will  have  in  the  fhipwreck 
by  the  lofs  of  their  bravery  for  this  fummer.  I 
fhall  expect  a  fecond  meffenger  before  I  defpair 
of  him  and  his  adventure :  and  if  then  I  do  not 
find  better  tidings,  I  will  begin  his  elegy  and  my 
farewell  to  merchandize. 

I  left  the  Weft  in  a  good  condition,  Taunton  in 
the  greateft  part  of  it  burnt :  but  I  believe  our  men 
Were  fain  to  draw  off  our  foot  from  thence,  before 
they  had  effected  what  they  had  in  defign  there, 
becaufe  Sir  T.  Fairfax  with  his  new  army  was  draw- 
ing upon  them,  and  my  Lord  Goring  not  then  re- 
turned with  his  horfe  to  join  with  them.  That 
army  does  conn*  ft  of  4000  excellent  horfe,  and  600a 
foot,  befides  the  levies  of  the  counties  of  Somerfet* 
Devon,  and  Cornwall ;  which  at  an  interview  of  the 
P.  of  Wales  with  the  Gentlemen  of  thofe  counties 
at  Bridgewater  upon  the  27th  of  April,  were  a- 
greed  to  be  8000  armed  foot,  and  1500  foot  and 
500  horfe  for  his  Highnefs's  guards.  Of  the  latter 
I  can  thus  far  affure  your  Lprdftiip,  that  before  I 

came 
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tame  away  from  Briftol,  1200  foot  of  the  guards  ^^1645 
well  armed  were  come  thither,  and  300  horfe :  and  v,OT^5 
a  rendezvous  by  the  defire  of  the  countries  appoint- 
ed for  the  great  body  of  foot  to  appear  and  march. 
HisMajefty  hath  here  an  excellent  army  of  old  fol- 
diers,  and  is  effectively  1 0000  horfe  and  foot  -,  and 
of  them,  few  that  are  not  able  to  advife  and  fight. 
There  are  1 500  new  men  ready  in  Wales ;  and  Col. 
Gerrard  having  ended  his  field  work  for  this 
fummer  in  Pembroke/hire,  (where  he  hath  taken  in 
all  the  country  except  Pembroke-Caftle  and  Tenby ) 
will  be  able  to  march  to  the  King  with  700  horfe 
and  2000  foot.  From  Newarke  we  have  great  af- 
furances  of  lufty  aids,  and  have  fome  reafon  to 
hope  well  of  the  northern  men,  if  our  march  fall 
out  that  way.  This  is  the  ftate  of  our  armies, 
which  have  now  taken  the  field  in  all  parts,  leaving 
all  his  Majefty's  garrifons  in  good  heart  and  well 
provided  of  all  neceffaries. 

MontgomeryCaftky  which  was  commanded  by 
Sir  John  Pryfe,  is  now  declared  for  his  Majefty  5 
and  fo  is  Red-Caftle,  the  back-doors  into  South-Wales. 
Sir  William  Vaughan  is  marched  thither  to  receive 
them  both.  If  this  fucceed,  certainly,  my  Lord, 
the  King's  condition  is  very  happy  ;  for  hereby  all 
Wales,  which  is  the  nurfery  of  the  King's  infantry, 
will  be  again  entirely  in  the  King's  obedience,  ex- 
cept thofe  crows  nefts  in  Pembrokejhire,  and  Col. 
Gerrard  at  liberty  to  march  ftronger  abroad,  and  be 
fecure  at  home. 

Sir  John  Pennington  is  dead,  and  Sir  John  Me  fi- 
nes appointed  his  fucceflbr  in  the  charge  of  the 
navy  ;  and  Sir  Richard  Cave  is  to  fucceed  him  in 
his  employment  in  Wales,  a  dry  and  hot  country 
where  Englifh  governors  feldom  fail  to  get  fevers 
and  troubles,  and  nothing  elfe.  Truly,  if  he  under- 
take it,  he  is  either  not  well  advifed,  or  defperate 
©fhimfelf.  1  fnall  fettle  the  way  of  your  Lord- 
3  fhip's 
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/f.ZU645ihip,s  affairs  with  him  before  he  enter  into  his  fmall 
V^V"^  kingdom,  where  I  fufpect  his  reign  will  be  trouble- 
some and  fhort.  It  is  obferved  of  that  people,  they 
love  not  aftranger  longer  than  he  can  tell  them  news. 
His  Highnefs  P.  Rupert  is  mafter  of  the  horfe 
to  his  Majefty  in  the  place  of  Duke  Hamilton,  who 
is  ftill  in  Pendennis-  Caftle.  [All  is  governed  by  P. 
Rupert  who  grows  a  great  courtier ;  but  whether 
his  power  be  not  fupported  by  the  prefent  occafion, 
is  a  queftion  to  be  afked  a  conjurer.  Certainly  the 
Lord  Digby  loves  him  not.  Mr.  Goring  and  P. 
Rupert  are  now  friends;  but  I  doubt  the  building, 
being  made  of  green  wood  which  is  apt  to  warp 
and  yield.  All  the  hope  we  have  here  is  grounded 
upon  the  fiiccefs  of  Scotland,  and  of  fupply  from 
Ireland.  If  they  fail,  efpecially  the  laft,  we  fhall 
do  nothing.  Our  foot  run  from  us  very  faff. 
Munition  from  France  we  have  received  fbme,  but 
not  much  ;  and  I  fear  that  a  quarrel  between  Lord 
Jermin  and  Crofts^  and  whereupon  they  have 
fought,  will  ftay  thofe  iupplies.  Irijh  titles  go  off 
daily,  as  if  fome  great  rot  had  befallen  the  Peers  of 
Ireland.  They  are  now  become  meat  for  the  foot] 
thofe  of  England  ferving  higher  fuitors. 

Received  May  25,  2rour  LordJhip%  &c. 

1645. 

A.  Trevor, 
What  is  between  the  crochets  [    ]  is  in  cypher. 

Lord  Digby  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

My  Lord, 

THE  mofl:  unfortunate    furrender  of  Briftol) 
and  thereupon  the  infurredlion  in  Glamorgan^ 
/hire,  and  the  rebels  fending  at  the  fame  time  into 
Wales  a  great  body  of  horfe  and  dragoons  under 
3  the 
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the  command  of  Poyntz,  having  forced  U9  to  quit^-^l64S 
all  the  fair  hopes  of  fettling  South-Wales,  and  raif  •  '"^V^ 
ing  an  army  there,  to  think  of  preferving  the  King's 
perfon  and  that  body  of  horfe  which  was  with  him ; 
his  Majefty  defigned  his  retreat  from  Hereford  to 
Worcefter,  Poyntz  lying  then  about  Weobley.  But 
the  enemy  getting  intelligence  of  our  motion  that 
way,  by  a  fudden  march  in  the  night  got  betwixt 
us  and  Worcefter,  and  fo  neceffitated  us  to  march 
directly  to  Weobley,  whence  they  drew,  and  fo  con- 
tinuing our  march  in  the  night,  we  call  them  too 
far  behind  us  for  them  to  hope  to  overtake  us  \  and 
fo  came  on  Monday  to  Chirck-Caftle,  and  had  from 

the    north 
thence  in  all   probability  got  by  to  n^.  49.  44. 
within        reach  of 

65.  80.  38.  p5-   e5.    64.    1.    15.    11.    sg.   ki. 
Montrofe, 

25.  46.  50.  80.  65.  47.  57.  2.  22.  had  we  not 
been  interrupted  by  the  unlucky  furprife  or  betray- 
ing at  the  fame  time  of  the  outworks  and  fuburbs 
of  Chefter  ;  infomuch  as  that  the  rebels  purfuing 
their  advantage,  had  already  rais'd  batteries  and 
made  a  very  fair  breach  in  the  wall  of  Chefter  •,  and 
upon  Monday  night  given  a  fierce  affault,  tho' 
beaten  off  with  great  courage  of  the  townfmen  and 
lofs  to  themfelves ;  yet  were  likely  in  few  days  to 
carry  that  place  unlefs  relieved  by  his  Majefty. 
Whereupon  his  Majefty  drew  in  perfon  with  his 
guards,  and  General  Gerrard's  troop  in  the  town  of 
Chefter,  and  fent  three  brigades  of  horfe  over  at 
Holt,  to  get  betwixt  the  rebels  and  their  retreat  to 
their  next  garrifon  of  Taruin*  The  rebels  in  the 
fuburbs  being  about  1 500  foot,  and  500  horfe,  up- 
on intelligence  of  our  approach  drew  off  their 
cannon,  and  were  preparing  to  march  away  ;  when 
on  the  fudden  they  drew  their  cannon  back  again, 
and  ihewed  that  they  were  refolved  to  maintain  the 

poll 


9  2  Original  Letters  and  Papers 

J.D.\6tfipo?L  which  they  had  gotten ;  which  we  conjeftured 
O^y^w  either  to  be  defpair  of  their  retreat,  our  horfe  being 
got  between,  or  that  they  had  intelligence  of 
approaching  relief :  the  latter  of  which  proved  to 
be  triie,  for  that  night  Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale  got 
intelligence,  that  Poyntz  was  come  with  all  his  horfe 
to  Whit -Churchy  and  advanc'd  all  night  too  fo  faft 
upon  him,  that  in  the  morning  our  horfe  found 
themfelves  engag'd.  But  we  had  fo  good  fuccefs  in 
the  firft  encounter,  that  our  men  took  three  colours 
of  horfe,  and  Col.  Greaves  prifoner,  and  fet  a  flop 
upon  their  further  advance,  till  it  feems  iooo  foot 
coming  to  them  in  the  nick  of  time  from  the 
Lancajhire  fide,  they  again  prefs'd  upon  us  fo  faft, 
that  our  horfe  not  being  able  to  retreat  to  Chefter^ 
there  to  join  with  our  other  forces,  they  were  fain 
to  charge ;  which  Sir  William  Faugban's  and  Gen. 
Gerrard's  brigades,  and  Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale's 
troop  of  reformadoes  did  fuccefsfully  enough,  till 
the  referve  of  northern  horfe,  ( juft  as  they  did  at 
Nafeby)  took  a  fright  before  any  enemy  was  near 
them,  and  ran.  Whereupon  all  our  horfe  were  put 
in  great  diforder  and  forc'd  to  difperfe  ;  fome  re- 
treating towards  Holt^  others  towards  Chefier. 
Whilft  this  was  doing  upon  Rowter's-Heath,  two 
miles  and  a  half  from  Chejier^  our  part  there  was  to 
look  to  the  forces  of  the  fuburbs,  and  to  fall  in  their 
rear,  in  cafe  any  of  them  drew  out  towards  the 
battle ;  which  the  Earl  of  Lichfield  with  the  King's 
guards  and  General  Gerrard  with  his  troop  did  moft 
gallantly,  routing  and  beating  them  back  into  their 
works,  at  the  fame  time  that  well  nigh  the  whole 
body  of  Poyntz's  horfe  in  purfuit  of  ours  that  re- 
treated towards  Chefler,  came  down  upon  them; 
againft  whom  notwithftanding  thofe  noble  Lords 
were  fo  brave  and  fuccefsful,  that  they  totally 
routed  all  thofe  great  bodies,  and  drove  many  of 
tfcem  into  and  under  their  works,  and  difpers'd  the 

reft  5 
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reft;  infomuch  as  we  cannot  make  any  judgment  A,T>.\b\$ 
whofe  was  the  victory.  But  upon  calculation  of  v^V^i 
our  horfe  already  drawn  together,  we. find  our  lofs 
to  have  been  very  little,  fave  only  in  that  moft  ex* 
cellent  perfon  the  Earl  of  Lichfield,  fuch  a  lofs  as  a 
victory  would  fcarce  repair.  Some  Gentlemen  and 
Officers  of  Qquality  are  yet  miffing,  as  Mr.  Thomas 
Weftori)  Sir  Philip  Mujgrave,  Sir  Henry  Fletcher y 
and  fome  others ;  but  we  hope  they  are  either 
ftrayed  in  the  night,  or  at  worft  taken  prifoners. 
The  next  morning,  which  was  yefterday,  the  2 5th 
inftant,  moft  of  his  Majefty's  horfe  being  retreat- 
ed over  Holt  Bridge,  his  Majefty  thought  fit  to 
recollect  them  on  the  Welfh  fide,  and  to  that  pur- 
pofe  came  the  laft  night  hither  to  Denbigh,  where 
there  is  to  be  this  day  a  general  rendezvous.  We 
do  not  hear  that  the  rebels  have  reovered  them- 
felves  as  yet  into  any  confiderable  body,  nor  which 
way  they  move ;  and  confequently  I  am  not  able 
to  tell  you,  what  his  Majefty  intends  next  to  do ; 
only  thus  much  will  certainly  be  neceflary,  that  we 
fecure  and  keep  open  the  Welfh  fide  for  the  relief 
of  Chefter  \  which  will  be  no  hard  matter,  we  hav^- 
ing  all  the  paffes,  betwixt  Chefter  and  OJweffree. 
The  townfmen  of  Chefter,  having  upon  Tuefday  re- 
ceiv'd  in  500  Welfhmen  well  armed,  are  very 
hearty  and  refolved  to  hold  it  out  to  the  laft 
man,  notwithstanding  the  lofs  of  their  out-line  and 
fuburbs,  and  that  they  find  their  wall  fo  batterable. 
The  truth  on't  is,  it  was  a  miracle  to  fee  fo  great 
and  fo  eafy  a  breach,  and  in  a  place  (  where  there 
was  no  room  for  cutting  of  within )  fo  defended : 
but  now  they  have  well  repair'd  it,  they  profefs  to 
fcorn  the  enemies  force  as  long  as  the  Welfh  fide 
fhall  be  kept  open  to  fupply  them  with  provifion  ; 
which  I  make  no  doubt  but  we  fhall  be  able  to  do. 
Before  this  action,  letters  came  to  Chefter  out 
of  Lancajhire^  that  great  forces  were  come  from. 

the 
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-£#.1645  the  Marquefs  of  Montr  ofe,  as  far  as  Peritb  in  Weft- 
^'*V>U  mor  eland,  under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Crau- 
ford  and  the  Lord  Ogleby,  and  that  there  having 
faced  David  Leftefs  horfe,  1000  of  them  revolted 
from  him,  and  charged  their  fellows  with  the  Lord 
Ogleby  *y  whereupon  David  Leftey  was  routed,  and 
forced  to  retire  with  what  remain'd  to  the  borders 
of  Lancajhire.  We  do  not  as  yet  build  upon  the 
certainty  of  this,  but  we  are  much  confirmed  m 
it  by  the  confeflion  of  a  Committee  man  newly 
taken,  who  acknowledges  Montr  of e*s  forces  fo  far 
advanced,  and  that  they  have  fought  with  David 
Leftey,  tho'  he  do  not  confefs  the  victory.  Whe- 
ther this  be  true  or  no,  I  think  every  faithful  fer- 
vant  of  his  Majefty  that  confiders  rightly  the 
condition  of     the 

12.  44.  49.  5.  31.  •So.    30.    45.    50.    ki.    n? 
King's       Englifh     forces  and  thofe  of 

241.  57.   160.   181.  ai.  79.  38.  44.  57.  2.  ki 
Scotland  under  Montrofe 

379.  74.  48^  5.  3.  64.  25.  47.  50.  78.  66.  45 

that  kingdom  fo     entire 

58.  4.  81.  241.  5.  44.  243.  59.  46.  3.  on.  80 

the  King's         perfon 
30.  65.  1.  will  wlirt  n%.  241.  58.  34.  2.  66.  59 
with  them :  how  to        get 

44.  49.  p5.  n3,  24.  but  39.  45^  54.  ni.  18.  1 

there  with  fecurity 

80.  113.  n3.  64.  p5-  60.  4.  13.  76.  66.  31.  78 
there  is   the  difficulty 

69.  113.  65.  1.  fi.  113.  5.  30.  8.  9.  32.  11.  77. 
28.  79.  68.  82.  and  I  am  not  able  as  yet  to  tell 

it,  and  fhall 
you  more  than  that  we  defire  f2,  ai.  58.  38.  16. 

endeavour  it, 

27.  29.  1.  50.  6.  4*  17/76.  65.  £2.  if  we  can 

effecting 
fee  through  any  probable  way  of  2.  9.  io*.  3.  12. 
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it,  made  A.D.\6^ 

8.  30.  50.  18.  (2.  asfoon  as  we  fliall  have  25. 15.  ^OT^ 

the  fettlements 

7.  3.  n3.  neceflary  59.  2.  79.  28.  1.  26.  3,  49. 

here     for    the         fecurity 
78.  e3.  3.  C4.  113.  57.  2.  11.    77.  64.  32.    80. 

of  Cbefter. 
70.  ki.  418.  If  his  Majefty  can  once  fee  his 
perfon  fecure  from  being  thus  daily  hazarded  and 
chaced  about,  I  fee  no  reafon  why  we  fhould  be  at 
all  difmay'd  with  our  many  late  misfortunes  here, 
fince  no  man  can  think  England  divided,  ( though 
the  major  part  againft  the  King)  able  to  refift  Scot- 
land and  Ireland  entire  for  him,  with  any  con- 
fiderable  party  here  \  retting 

Tour  Excellency's 

Denbigh,  Sept.  26. 

1 645 .  moji  faithful  humble  Servant , 

G.  DiGBr. 

Since  the  writing  of  this,  we  receive  aflurance,  that 
the  rebels  were  much  more  broken  than  wc, 
and  retreated  northward,  and  that  my  Lord  of 
Crauford  is  advanc'd  as  far  as  Kendall  with  a  brave 
army. 


Lord  Byron  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde, 

My  Lord, 

CAptain  Bartlett's  return  without  any  letter 
from  your  Excellency,  or  any  hopes  of  relief, 
will  inforce  me  likewife  to  alter  my  refolution  :  the 
^rchbifhop  of  Tork9  with  all  the  Gentry  of  Carnar- 

von[hire7 
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-d.D.\6\6  von/hire,  none  excepted,  having  called  in  Middle- 
ton  and  joined  with  him  in  the  beleaguering  of  this 
town,  which  abounds  in  nothing  but  the  want  of 
all  things  neceffary  ;  fo  that  unlefs  within  thefe  ten 
days,  (in  which  time  I  expect  to  hear  likewife  from 
the  King  who  is  beleaguered  by  Fairfax  in  Oxford^) 
if  a  force  be  not  fent  to  relieve  this  place,  it  muft 
be  delivered  up.  A  fmall  force  would  do  it  at  this 
time,  and  they  may  have  the  whole  country  for 
their  pains,  being  all  now  in  rebellion.  Captain 
Brad/haw,  whom  I  fent  along  with  Capt.  Bar  t  let  t, 
is  a  fkillful  pilot  and  knows  all  the  coaft.  I  hum- 
bly befeech  your  Excellency,  either  let  the  relief 
be  fent  at  the  time  limited  by  me,  which  is  ten 
days  after  the  date  hereof,  or  a  pofitive  anfwer 
what  I  am  to  truft  to.  Three  thoufand  good  men 
will  be  as  many  as  I  fhall  require. 

Tour  Excellency's 

Carnarvon,  May, 

(}>  1 646.         moft  humble  and  moft  obliged  Servant \ 

Joijn  Byron. 

• 

Sir  Richard  GrcnvilleV  Narrative  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  his  Majeftys  affairs  in  the  Weft 
of  England,  fince  the  defeat  of  the  Earl  of 
ErTex   at  Leftwithiel  in  Cornwall,  A.  D. 
1645. 

IN  September  1645,  it  pleafed  his  Majefty  to  give 
a  commiflion  to  Sir  R.  Grenville  to  command 
all  the  forces  of  Cornwall  and  Devon  s  to  blockade 
the  town  of  Plimouth^  and  alfo  to  refift  and  fupprefs 
all  rebellious  perfons  within  thofe  Counties.     And 

in 
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in  the  fa  id  month  his  Majefty  marched  away  from  A.D.  164.$ 
before   Plimouth  with  all  his  forces,  leaving  Sir  Ra 
Grenville  behind  him,  with  only  300  foot  and  no 
horfe  to  blockeer  Plimouth,  which  had  then  in  it 
about  5000  foot  and  horfe. 

It  fo  pleafed  God  that  in  a  fhort'  time  Sir  R. 
Grenville  increafed  his  forces  to  the  number  of  aboVe 
5000  foot  and  1000  horfe,  and  did  fo  neceffitate  the 
Plimouth  forces  by  a  ftrict  blockeering^  that  the  ene- 
mies horfe  were  almoft  all  ftarved  and  loft;  and  their 
fqot  grown  almoft  to  defperation,  in  fuch  fort  that 
if  the  faidarmy  had  then  been  fuffered  to  remain 
but  two  months  longer  before  that  town,  very  pro- 
bably Plimouth  had  been  thereby  reduced  into  obe- 
dience to  his  Majefty. 

In  February  then  following,  Sir  R,  Grenville  was 
advertifed  by  feveral  perfons  of  good  quality,  that 
his  profperity  before  Plimouth  feemed  troublefome 
to  Sit  John  Berkeley  and  others  at  Exeter  *|  and 
that  it  was  then  there  given  out*  that  Sir  J.  Berkeley 
endeavoured  by  powerful  friends  to  procure  Sir  R. 
Grenville  to  be  removed  from  before  Plimouth  to> 
fome  pretended  greater  employment  Eaft ward.  And 
fo  it  happened :  for  in  March  then  following  Sir 
R.  G.  was  commanded  by  his  Majefty  upon  his  al- 
legiance to  march  into  Somerfet/hire  with  all  the 
forces  he  could  get,  leaving  Plimouth  well  blocked  ; 
which  was  performed  accordingly. 

Afterwards  Sir  R.  G.  (having  befieged  Taunton 
and  attempting  to  take  in  Wellington-houfe)  was 
there  fhot :  and  then  were  his  forces  there  by  the 
Lord  Capel  and  the  Lord  Colepepper  ( without  his 
Highnefs's  order  or  privity)  committed  to  the  charge 

*  £>u<ere,  if  Phil.  Froude,  Deputy-Governor  of  Exon,  were  not 
employed  thence  to  Oxford,  to  procure  thence  a  mandatory  let- 
ter for  Sir  R.  G.  to  march  into  Somerfet/hire  ;  and  if  he  theri 
brought  not  a  Commifiion  for  Sir  John  Berkley  to  be  Colonel- 
General  of  Devon  and  Cornwall. 

You  I.  H  of 
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J.D.\6^of  Sir  J.  Berkeley ;  who  immediately  releafed  all  the 

^W)  prifoners  taken  by  Sir  R.  G :   one  whereof  was  Dr. 

Blague  (brother  to  the  Governor  of  Taunton)  who 

afterwards  proved  a  moft  pernicious  inftrument  in 

the  delivering  up  of  Bridgewater* 

Upon  the  resolution  of  raifing  an  aflbciated  army 
taken  at  Bridgewater,  divers  of  the  Lords  of  his 
Highnefs's  Council  coming  to  Exony  repaired  to  Sir 
R.  G.  to  confult  with  him  about  it :  and  in  the  clofe 
of  their  difcourfe,  they  offered  Sir  R.  G.  the  chief 
command  of  that  army  under  the  Prince,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  fend  him  his  commiflion  within  a  few  days. 
This  inclined  Sir  R.  G.  to  quit  his  command  before 
Tlimouth.  But  the  aforefaid  commiffion  was  never 
fent ;  which  was  none  of  the  weakeft  reafons  why 
that  aflbciated  army  was  not  raifed. 

Sir  R.  G.  being  almoft  cured  of  his  wounds,  and  de- 
firous  to  advance  his  Majefty's  fervice  in  all  he  could, 
fent  forth  his  orders  into  certain  parts  of  Devon  and 
Cornwall  for  the  taking  up  and  bringing  together 
his  runaway  foldiers,  and  alio  to  levy  others.  But 
Sir  J.  Berkeley  wrote  to  the  Cornifh  Commiflioners 
a  letter  dated  May  26,  then  following,  declaring 
his  own  power  over  them  and  the  country  as  Colo- 
nel-General, and  commanding  them  not  to  obey 
any  of  Sir  R.  G.'s  orders.  The  like  did  Sir  J.  Berke- 
ley to  thofe  in  Devon  and  before  Plimouth ;  which 
was  brought  to  Sir  R.  Grenville  under  Sir  J.  Berke- 
ley's own  hand ,  and  by  him  prefented  to  the  Lords 
of  his  Highnefs's  Council  at  Barnftable. 

In  June  1 645,  Sir  R.  G.  made  his  fir  ft  journey  to 
prefent  his  duty  to  the  Prince,  with  his  humble  defires 
to  the  Lords,  that  he  might  be  re-eftablimed  in  the 
command  of  thofe  men  he  had  formerly  levied. 
Their  anfwer  was,  he  mould  have  a  command  wor- 
thy of  him  in  his  Highnefs's  aflbciated  army  :  and 
in  conclufion  fo  ordered  affairs,  that  Sir  J.  Berkeley 
had  committed  to  his  charge  all  Sir  R.  G.'s  forces 

before 
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fcefore  Plimouth,  and  alfo  all  the  contribution  of^D.t6^ 
Cornwall  and  Devon  formerly  afTigned  to  Sir  R.  G.  ^V*V 
was  now  wholly  taken  away  out  of  his  power :  and 
then  was  he  fent  to  attend  the  Lord  Goring's  pleafure 
before  'Taunton ,  whofe  defire  it  was  afterwards,  that 
Sir  R.  G.  mould  pofTefs  Autrie  St.  Mary,  to  block 
Lyme  on  that  fide  with  all  the  forces  he  could  get, 
which  then  were  near  ioo  horfe  and  ioo  foot 4,  all 
the  reft  of  his  forces  being  kept  away  by  the  Lord 
Goring,  and  before  Plimouth  by  Sir  J,  Berkeley. 

About  this  time  Sir  R.  G.  was  very  much  impor- 
tuned by  many  of  the  Gentry  and  inhabitants  of  De- 
von, to  give  them  leave  to  procure  and  keep  arms 
upon  their  own  charges  to  defend  themfelves  there- 
with againft  the  Lyme  forces  and  free  plunderers : 
which  Sir  R.  G,  then  made  known  to  the  Lord 
Powlet,  Sir  Peter  Balle,  and  others  the  Commiffio- 
ners  of  Exon,  who  then  approved  of  the  fame ;  and 
a  meeting  was  thereupon  appointed  at  Broad-Clyft 
to  fpeak  with  the  country  thereabouts  concerning  the 
fame.  About  which  time  Sir  J.  Berkeley  fent  his 
commands  to  Mr.  John  Duke  (who  dwells  about 
Aurtie)  that  neither  he,  nor  any  other,  mould  obey 
any  orders  from  Sir  R.  Grenville,  but  obferve  only 
his  orders,  being  their  Colonel-General.  By  which 
means  Sir  R.  Grenville  being  denied  the  privilege  . 
(as  Sheriff)  to  preferve  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the 
county,  the  country  was  difcoiiraged  and  the  hopes 
of  thofe  forces  loft. 

About  the  fame  'time,  the  Prince  by  his  letters 
commanded  Sir  R.  Grenville  to  ufe  his  endeavours 
by  all  poffible  means  to  get  together  all  the  runa- 
way foldiers  in  Devon  and  Cornwall :  which  was  by 
him  endeavoured  accordingly.  And  for  that  pur- 
pofe  were  employed  by  him  fome  parties  of  horfe, 
to  take  up  the  foldiers  then  in  Cornwall :  which  fo 
much  difliked  fome  ill-affected  perfons  of  that  coun- 
ty, whofe  power  was  fo  operative,  that  they  procur- 
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>£Z).i64^ed  a  metting  of  the  Gentry  well-affected,  and  by 
'their  cunning  infinuations  drew  thofe  to  join  with 
them  in  publifhing  a  Declaration  in  writing  under 
their  hands  throughout  the  county,  that  if  Sir  R.  G. 
or  any  other  mould  corne  to  take  up  men  in  that 
county  without  the  confent  and  approbation  of  the 
Commimoners  of  the  fame,  that  they  ought  and 
would  raife  the  power  of  the  county  to  refift  it.  By 
which  means  above  3000  old  foldiers  wrere  kept  at 
home  from  his  Majefty's  fervice  •,  and  this  (together 
with  Sir  J.  Berkeley's  commands  as  aforefaid)  being 
certified  by  Sir  R.  G.  to  the  Lords  at  Bar  nfi  able  y 
had  no  order  of  reformation. 

In  the  fame  month  of  June,  Sir  i?.  G.  was  defir- 
ed  by  many  of  the  Gentry  of  Devon  (as  Sheriff)  to 
command  a  general  meeting  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Devon  at  Credit  on  y  i.  e.  4  or  5  of  the  chief  of  every 
parifh,  to  advife  of  fpeedy  means  to  raife  a  powerful 
army  in  the  county  for  the  defence  and  fecurity  of  the 
fame  againft  the  enemy  :  which  day  of  meeting  was 
accordingly  appointed  by  Sir  R.  Grenville.  But  after- 
wards his  Highnefs  commanded  Sir  R.  G.  by  an  or- 
der in  writing,  that  he  failed  not  at  his  peril  fpeedily 
on  fight  thereof  to  attend  his  Highnefs's  pleafure  in 
Cornwall.  In  obedience  w  hereunto  he  repaired  to 
his  Highnefs  in  Cornwall,  defiringfome  of  theCom- 
miflioners  of  Devon  to  favour  {0  much  their  own 
welfare,  as  to  meet  the  inhabitants  of  Devon  at  Cre- 
diton ;  (which  was  then  to  be  the  next  day  follow- 
ing) and  to  make  known  to  them  the  Prince's  com- 
mand of  Sir  R.  GrenviliVs  then  abfence  ;  and  there- 
fore that  they  would  advife  and  refolve  (with  thofe 
chiefs  of  the  county)  on  effectual  and  good  means 
of  raifing  fpeedily  all  the  forces  that  might  be  pro- 
cured for  the  defence  of  the  county , the  enemy  being 
then  on  the  borders  thereof. 

Some  of  the  CommifTioners  met  at  Crediton  ac- 
cordingly, and  found  there  prefent  above  5000  of 
3  the. 
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the  chief  inhabitants  of  that  county,  whofe  propo-^.D.1644 
fitions  were,  that  if  they  might  have  Sir  R.  Grenville 
for  their  Commander,  and  that  none  of  their  arms* 
mould  be  taken  again  from  them,  nor  they  carried 
out  of  their  county  without  their  own  confents,  that 
they  would  generally  provide  themfelves  of  arms 
and  munition  upon  their  own  charges  towards  the 
defence  of  their  county  againft  the  enemy  ;  and 
that  fuch  as  would  not  join  with  them  in  the  fame 
courfes,  mould  be  taken  and  dealt  with  as  enemies. 
But  the  Commiflioners  denying  them  leave  to  choofe 
their  own  Commander,  and  by  words  giving  the 
country  great  diftafte,  made  them  to  depart  very 
much  difcontented,  and  the  hopeful  meeting  to  raife 
a  great  army  became  defperately  loft :  which  haft- 
ened  the  ruin  of  the  Weft.  / 

At  the  fame  time  Sir  R.  G.  attending  his  High- 
nefs  and  the  Lords  at  Bodmin,  he  was  there  fharp- 
ly  reproved  for  prefuming  to  give  out  orders  to  raife 
men  and  arms  without  firft  receiving  orders  from  his 
Highnefs  for  the  fame  *,  faying  ajfo  that  Sir  R.  G. 
had  not  power  to  raife  the  pqffe  or  forces  of  the 
county  without  the  Juftices  of  the  fame,  although 
he  was  then  Sheriff  thereof :  and  withal  admoniftied 
him,  that  for  the  future  he  might  not  prefume,  withv 
out  his  Highnefs's  pofitive  orders,  to  give  out  any 
more  fuch  warrants  for  railing  of  forces  ;  although 
the  fame  was  not  unknown  to  their  Lordfhips  be- 
forehand ;  for  Sir  R.  G.  divers  days  before  that 
meeting,  by  letters  reprefented  the  intent  and  con- 
fequence  thereof  unto  their  Lordfhips. 

After  all  aforefaid,  and  in  obedience  to  his  High- 
nefs's commands,  Sir  R.,  G.  endeavoured  to  raife 
what  forces  he  could  in  Devon,  ana1  having  gotten 
together  about  500  horfe,  and  quartered  them  about 
Autrie,  Bijhof  s-Clyft ,  and  thofe -parts  Eaftward  of 
Exon,  Sir  R.  G.  fent  warrants  to  the  hundreds  of 
$he  Eaft  parts  of  Devon,  to  bring  in  certain  num. 

H  3  bers 
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«*•£>.  1 645  bers  of  fervlceable  men  for  the  recruiting  of  tha 
Lord  Goring's  army ;  and  accordingly  employed 
fome  horfe  to  aflift  the  conftables  therein.  That 
\  fervice  was  not  performed  :  The  reafon  was  inform- 
ed by  Sir  James  Smith  ;  it  being,  that  certain  Com- 
miflioners  at  Ex  on  difcouraged  fuch  as  endeavoured 
the  fervice,  faying  it  mattered  not,  whether  they 
appeared  or  not  upon  Sir  R.  G.'s  warrants ;  and 
that  Sir  J,  Berkeley  and  Sir  George  Parry  both  faid 
to  Sir  James  Smithy  Sir  R.  G.  had  no  power  to  raife 
men  in  thofe  parts ;  for  Sir  J.  Berkeley  was  Colonel* 
.^General  of  Devon  and  Cornwall,  and  he  ought  to 
order  the  doing  thereof,  and  none  elfe.  Then  did 
the  Commiffioners,  together  with  Sir  J,  Berkeley, 
endeavour  by  the  power  of  their  warrants  to  raife 
men,  but  could  get  none. 

Hereby  appears,  that  to  hold  up  the  title  of  Colo- 
nel-General, the  King  endangered  the  lofing  of  his 
pofleflion  of  the  Weft,  by  wholly  taking,  (as  is  a- 
fbrefaid)  from  Sir  R.  Q.  the  power  of  commanding 
the  fbrces  he  had  railed,  and  the  means  of  maintain- 
ing any,  as  alfo  the  power  to  raife  others  :  neither 
hath  the  Colonel-General  either  raifed  forces  him- 
felf,  or  (with  a  great  number  under  his  charge  raif- 
ed by  others)  done  any  fervice  upon  the  enemy  for 
the  advantage  of  the  city  or  country  where  he  is. 

The  %6th  of  November  1645,  the  Lords  of  hia 
HighnefeVCouncil  then  at  Truro,  importuned  Sir 
R.  G.  to  propound  unto  them  fome  fpeedy  courfa 
for  the  preservation  of  the  Prince's  perfon,  and  fo 
much  of  the  country  as  was  then  in  his  pofleflion. 
Which  Sir  R.  G.  did  the  ntxt  day,  directing  it  by 
way  of  letter  to  Mr.  Fanjhaw  the  Prince's  Secretary 
at  War.  Which  letter,  becaufe  it  hath  occafioned 
a  ftrange  rumour  in  the  world,  (as  if  Sir  R.  G. 
went  about  to  fet  up  the  Prince  againft  the  King)  a 
copy  cf  the  fame  letter  is  here  faithfully  inferted  ver- 
hpiim. 
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SIR, 

"    j    T  PON  conference  with  the  Lords  of  his A.D.  1645 

"  Y^J  Highnefs's  Council  the  laft  night,  their 
Lordihips  were  pleafed  to  lay  their  commandsup- 

"  on  me,  that  (in  this  time  or  extremity)  I  mould 
propofe  what  courfe  I  conceived  might  beft  be  ta- 
ken for  the  advancement  of  his  Majefty's  fervice, 
the  fafety  of  his  Highnefs's  perfbn,  the  perferva- 
tion  of  this  county,  and  the  maintenance  and  aug  - 

"  mentation  of  the  Weftern  forces.  Sir,  the 
thought  of  this  hath  much  perplexed  me :  many 
things  have  offered  themfelves  to  my  imagina- 
tion, which  further  confideration  rejected. 

It  is  to  be  confidered,  that  the  enemy  is  in  all 
parts  of  this  kingdom  very  prevalent,  and  his 
Majefty's  forces  as  much  lefTened  and  difheart- 
ned :  our  late  lofTes  have  brought  us  nigh  des- 
pair, and  we  may  too  truly  fay,  his  Majefty  hath 
no  entire  county  in  obedience,  but  poor  little 
Cornwall,  and  that  too  in  a  fad  condition  by  the 
miferable  accidents  of  war,  under  which  it  hath 
long  groaned.  The  country  is  impoverifhed  by 
the  obftruction  of  all  trade,  and  in  my  opinion, 
it  is  not  to  be  hoped,  that  Cornwall,  with  our 
ruined  county  of  Devon,  can  any  long  time  fub- 

"  fiftand  maintain  the   vaft  number  of  men  lhat 

u  are  requifite  to  oppofe  the  enemies  army,  in  cafe 
they  advance  upon  us. 

Sir,  what  we  wifh  is  not  in  our  power  to  a<5t 
It  refts  then  that  we  lay  hold  on  the  occafion,  that 

"  offers  the  faireft  face.     And  who  knows  but  fome 
'  overture  well  managed  may  by  God's  blefling  in 
a  fhort  time   produce  a  long'd  for  peace  to.  this 
languifning  kingdom.     To  effect  which  I  fhall 
make  it  the  offer  of  my  fenfe,  that  his  Highnefs, 

^  by  the  advice  of  the  Lord's  in  Council,  may  fend 

H  4         "  pr°- 
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yf.D.1645  "  proportions  to  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament  in 
London  to  have  a  treaty,  wherein  articles  propo- 
*c  fed  by  their  Lordfhips    tending  to  fome  fuch  ef- 
<c  feci:  as  thefe  following  may  be  difcuffed,  viz.     1. 
*c  That  his  Highnefs  hath  not  been  at  all  reflected 
*c  on  in  the  proceedings  of  Parliament,  nor  ever  had 
c<  an  hand  in  the  bloodfhed  of  this  war.     2.  That 
«c  a  great  part  of  his  Highnefs's  prefent  maintenance 
*c  is  his  Dutchy  pf  Cornwall,    where  he  now  re- 
<c  mains.  3.  That  hisHighnefs  may  afTure  the  Parlia- 
<c  ment  not  to  advance  with  an  army  further  Eaft- 
*c  ward  than  the  towns  and  places  of  Devon  now 
*&  within  his  power.     4.  That  the  Parliament  give 
*c  the  like  aiTurance  to  his  Highnefs,  not  to  moleft 
*6  or  difturb  the  country  now  within  his  Highnefs's 
fc  power,  with  incurfions  of  armies,  or  otherwife. 
5.  That  the  parts    and  places  now  within  his 
Highnefs's  power  be  permitted  to  enjoy  a  free 
*c  trade  unto  and  from  the  parts  beyond  the  feas, 
*<  without  disturbance  at  fea  of  any  fhipping  within 
the  power  of  the  Parliament.     6.  That  the  fhip- 
ping under  his  Highnefs's  power  do  permit  the 
parts  and  places  now  in  the  power  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, to  enjoy  the  like  free  trade  andtraffick  with- 
<c  out  their  moleftatipn  at  fea.     7.  That  fuch  part 
€C  of  the  profits  of  his  Highnefs's  eflate  as  lies  in 
6C  Wales  or  elfewhere  may  be  paid  unto  him,  as  the 
U  fame  fhall  from  time  to  time  become  due.     8. 
That  upon  breach  of  any  article  made  by  any 
particular  perfon,  the  party  injured  is  to   appeal 
for  relief,  which  either  parties  are  to  give  with- 
*'  out  moleftation  pf  the  articles, 

"Sir,  Thefe  particulars  are  fuch  as  the  fhort- 
44  nefs  of  my  time  hath  given  me  leave  to  think  on ; 
*<  and  I  fhall  defire  you,  they  may  be  prefented  to 
<6  the  Lords  pf  his  Highnefs's  Council,  to  be  fiip- 
€C  preiTed  or  altered,  as  to  their  Lordfhips  fhaM 
^  feem  fit  and  moll  likely  to  conduce  to  the  honour 
"    *         '  "  «  of 
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of  his  Majefty,  the  fafety  of  his  Highnefs's  per-  A.  D.X645 
fon,  and  the  prefervation  of  the  country  from  ab-  W\/^J 
folute  deftru&ion.  And  I  muft  advertife  you, 
Sir,  and  defire  you  to  inform  their  Lordfhips, 
that  in  my  opinion,  fuch  a  treaty  will  much  tend 
to  the  fpeedy  putting  of  an  end  to  the  wafting  di- 
visions of  this  kingdom.  And  for  the  prefent,if  thefe 
or  the  like  articles  be  agreed  on,  his  Highnefs's 
perfon  will  be  fecured,  his  revenues  twice  tre- 
cc  bled,  trading  revived,  and  the  country  enriched. 
"  Befides,  in  fuch  a  vacancy  of  troubles  here,  it 
may  pleafe  God  to  open  a  way  for  reftoring  his 
Majefty  to  his  rights  ;  and  we  fhall  be  enabled  to 
fortify  our  frontiers,  ports  and  towns,  and  to 
provide  necefiaries  to  defend  ourfelves  againft  the 
^  worft  of  fprtune, 

"  And  if  his  Highnefi  will  be  pleafed  to  commit 
"  the  managing  of  his  forces  and  all  things  thereto 
"  appertaining  unto  the  care  of  fome  fitting  man 
with  a  competent  power,  his  army  of  foot  within 
a  fhort  time  may  well  be  raifed  to  the  number  of 
1 0000,  and  maintained  without  the  country's 
ruin,  and  both  them  and  the  horfe  brought  into 
**  due  obedience,  which  v/ant  of  government  hath 
<c  made  almoft  unferviceable.  And  in  cafe  the 
"  propofed  way  of  treating  produce  not  its  defired 
"  fuccefs,  yet  the  whole  county  feeing  his  High- 
"  nefs's  fincere  endeavours  and  defires  for  peace, 
and  that  his  Highnefs's  labour  tends  only  to  the 
prefervation  of  thefe  parts  from  utter  ruin  and 
deftruction  ;  I  am  moft  confident,  that  upon  a 
general  meeting  of  the  chief  Gentry  of  this  coun- 
try (which  I  defire  you  to  befeech  his  Highnefs 
may  be  fpeedily  appointed)  the  whole  body  of 
this  country,  then  finding  how  far  the  preferva- 
tion of  their  perfons  and  eftates  are  concerned, 
will  unanimously  join  in  the  defence  thereof,  and 
(with  God's  bleffing  on  our  endeavours  therein) 
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yf.D.\64$  <l  I  doubt  not  but  we  fhall  be  able  to  defend  this 
*  "  county  againft  the  greateft  force  our  enemies 
"  can  pour  upon  us.  To  conclude,  I  fhall  make 
<4  itmyfuitunto  you,  that  you  will  become  my 
"  advocate  humbly  to  in  treat  his  Highnefe,  and 
cc  the  Lords,  that  what  I  have  written  may  receive 
"  no  mifconftruclion,  and  that  my  meaning,  which 
*'  is  to  advance  the  honour  and  fervice  of  his  Ma- 
"  jefty  and  his  Highnefs,  and  the  prefervation  of 
"  the  country,  may  not  be  perverted*  but  be  plain- 
•*  ly  interpreted,  as  it  is  honeftly  intended  by, 

SIR, 

Truro,  Nov.  29,  y0Ur  affectionate  Servant , 

1645, 

R.  Grenville. 

Not  long  after  this,  the  enemy  being  pofTerTed  of 
the  greateft  part  of  Devon ',  and  likely  to  advance 
weftward  of  Exon,  Sir  R.  G.  propofed  and  defir- 
ed,  that  the  Lords  would  be  pleafed  to  have  the  af- 
fairs fo  ordered  for  the  apparent  fecurity  of  fo  much 
of  the  weftern  parts  as  then  remained  in  the  pofTef- 
lion  of  his  Majefty's  loyal  fubjects  ;  that  3  particu- 
cular  places  in  Devon  ihould  be  fpeedily  poffefled 
with  a  convenient  ftrength  of  horfe  and  foot,  viz . 
Newton- Bujhel,  Okehampton  and  Chimley  -y  and  thofe 
quarters  to  be  fortified  ;  and  a  line  of  communica- 
tion to  be  made  extending  from  the  one  place  to  the 
other :  which  very  well  and  fpeedily  might  have 
been  performed,  as  {ct  down  in  the  faid  proportions 
(ready  ftill  to  be  produced)  if  accordingly  endea- 
voured. And  by  it  might  not  only  have  been  kept 
and  maintained  all  that  then  was  in  the  King's  pof- 
feflion  weftward  of  Exon ;  but  alfo  probably  the 
weftern  forces  might  with  the  more  advantage  be 
both  enabled  to  fight  with  and  expulfe  the  enemy 

out 
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out  of  the  county:   but  the  defign,  together  with  A.D.  1645 
the  proportions,  were  flighted  and  nothing  done.     ^W 

The  15th  of  Jan.  1645,  Sir  R.  Grenvtlle  receiv- 
ed orders  in  writing  from  the  Prince  to  be  Lieute- 
d  ant-General  of  the  foot  under  the  command  of  the 
Lord  Hopton  :  which  being  a  condition  inferior  to 
his  late  former  command,  and  a  command  under 
one  not  very  well  affected  to  him,  he  defired  it 
might  not  be  impofed  on  him,  alledging  his  great 
difability  of  body  to  perform  fuch  a  charge  occafio- 
ned  by  his  late  wounds,  and  believing  he  mould  be 
more  ferviceable  to  the  Prince's  affairs,  if  he  were 
employed  in  recruiting  the  army,  and  guarding  the 
partes  of  Cornwall :  which  he  earneftly  defired  of 
the  Prince  at  that  time ;  having  given  his  judgment 
and  opinion,  that  the  army  was  in  no  condition  then 
to  march  out  of  the  county.  Upon  this  Sir  R.  G. 
was  committed  clofe  prifoner  to  the  Governor  of 
Launcefton  the  1  gth  of  January.  The  next  day 
he  was  cafhiered  from  a  regiment  of  horfe,  a  regi- 
ment of  foot,  a  fingle  horfe  troop,  and  a  company 
of  firelocks  (mounted  and  armed  at  his  own  charges 
the  greater!  part  of  them) ;  all  which  were  then  dif- 
pofed  of  to  others  commands  in  the  market-place  at 
Launcefton^  without  the  cenfure  of  a  court  of  War  ; 
and  then  a  warrant  was  figned  for  carrying  him  to 
Barnftable^  at  that  time  blockeered  by  the  enemy. 
But  afterwards  by  the  Prince's  command  and  war- 
rant, Sir  R.  G.  was  fent  to  the  Mount  in  Cornwall 
with  a  Corporal  and  ten  Troopers,  and  from  thence 
to  be  conveyed  fpeed^ly  to  the  Iflands  of  Stilly  ^  to 
be  there  kept  a  clofe  prifoner.  The  truth  is,  Sir 
R.  G.  was  informed  by  fome  of  good  quality  and 
credit,  that  there  was  a  defign  to  put  him  out  of 
all  command,  fome  weeks  before  that;  only  it 
fhould  be  managed  fo,  that  himfelf  mould  give  the 
occafion,  and  make  the  refufal. 

After 
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^.D.1645  After  Sir  R.  G.'s  commitment,  the  officers  and 
foldiers  of  the  army,  to  the  number  of  4000,  pre- 
fented  a  petition  to  the  Prince ;  that  Sir  R.  G. 
might  fpeedily  be  brought  to  his  trial  before  a  court  of 
war,  there  to  receive  the  juftice  that  belongs  to  a 
foldier,or  elfe  to  be  reftored  to  his  former  commands. 
The  petition  was  refufed :  whereupon  many  of  the 
foldiers  difbanded  and  went  to  their  own  homes.  Sir 
R.  G.  likewife  petitioned  the  Prince,  that  he  might 
fpeedily  account  for  any  crime  he  had  been  guilty 
of,  or  elfe  to  have  leave  to  depart  the  kingdom  for 
his  own  fafety  and  prefer vation.  Whereunto  this 
anfwer  was  returned  by  the  Lords,  That  his  crime 
was  againft  the  King  and  his  fervice,  and  therefore 
his  Majefty  mould  be  firjft  acquainted  therewith  ; 
and  then  Sir  R.  G,  mould  know  his  anfwer. 

Upon  the  advance  of  the  enemy  nigh  the  heart 
of  Cornwall^  Sir  R.  G.  fent  another  petition  to  the 
Prince  for  leave  to  depart  the  kingdom,  and  that  his 
fervices  might  find  out  fome  other  reward,  than  the 
delivering  him  up  into  the  hands  of  that  enemy, 
from  whence  he  had  no  reafon  to  expect  the  leaft 
degree  of  mercy :  which  at  laft  was  granted  and  or- 
dered to  be  fent  to  him  ;  but  it  was  after  the  Prince 
with  his  Lords  were  gone  from  Pendennis  towards 
Sally. 

Whilft  Sir  R.  G.  was  prifoner  in  the  Mount,  he 
employed  certain  of  his  fervants  to  remove  fuch 
goods  as  he  had  then  in  Cornwall  into  fome  place 
of  fafety.  Some  of  which  goods,  being  nigh  Pen- 
ryn,  were  on  their  removal  made  ftay  of;  his  trunks 
broke  open  and  fearched,  where  rinding  nothing 
questionable,  they  were  afterwards  difmiffed.  The 
other  part  of  his  goods  being  embarked  at  Padftow* 
had  a  more  fevere  fortune ;  for  General  Hopton 
without  any  order  from  his  Highnefs,  fent  an  officer 
of  his  to  furvey  the  goods,  and  he  compelled  all  to 
be  again  brought  on  land ;  and  then  he  with  his  aflb- 
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elates  broke  open  every  trunk,  cheft,  pack  and  box  ^.D.1645 
locked  ;  forcing  the  fervants  away  from  the  fight  of  ^^^ 
their  actions.  And  then  every  man  took  to  him- 
felf  what  he  found  pleaflng,  and  alfo  invited  others 
of  the  army  to  fhare  of  what  was  left :  and  fhortly 
afterwards  the  enemy  drove  them  thence,  and  took 
all  the  remainder  of  goods  of  very  great  value. 

This  is  the  fhort  and  the  fad  Hiftory  both  of  the 
Weft,  and  of  Sir  R.  Grenville^  who  was  once 
thought  and  found  to  be  an  ufeful  inftrument  in 
the  King's  fervice,  and.  might  have  proved  fo  ft  ill, 
had  not  fome  of  the  Lords  of  his  Highnefs's  Coun- 
cil made  it  their  wifdom  to  chace  him  but  of  all 
employment  in  the  King's  fervice. 

Lord  Hopton'j  Relation  of  the  Proceedings  in 
the  Weft  of  England,  prefentedto  the  Prince 
at  the  Sorlings,  April  13,   1646. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefsy 

THE  date  of  my  late  unhappy  employment  JD.\  646 
begins  with  your  Highnefs's  order  at  Laun-  ^/y>J 
cefton  of  the  1 5th  of  January  laft,  which  was  after 
we  had  loft  the  hope  of  joining  foot  out  of  Exeter 
and  Dartmouth  ;  and  indeed  after  the  lofs  of  Dart- 
mouth itfelf,  there  remaining  of  foot,  of  the  guards 
about  240,  General  Digbfs  broken  regiment  a- 
bout  500,  the  Cornijh  regiments  that  were  under 
Sir  Richard  Grenville  between  5  and  600,  Colonel 
Slaughter's  and  Col.  Wife's  regiments  about  400, 
The  train-bands  of  Cornwall  fnrunk  to  nothing  in 
effect,  there  remaining  with  me  only  Sir  Chichtfter 
Wrey>  Col.  Richard  Arundel^  and  Col.  Jonathan 
Trelawney  with  about  1 50  men  between  the  three ; 
and  thefe  were  all  the  foot  I  had  ;  and  how  full 
of  neceffities,  complaints,  and  all  forts  of  diftem- 
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-4.Z>.i646pers  they  were,  cannot  be  out  of  memory.  For 
the  horfe,  there  were  your  Highnefs*s  guards  (near 
upon  800)  (  a  very  handfome  body  of  men,  and 
very  exacl:  upon  duty : )  then  there  were  the  horfe 
under  my  Lord  Wentworth^  which  we  accounted 
about  2500;  amongft  them  were  divers  gallant 
men,  but  in  the  general  I  cannot  fay  they  were 
exaft  upon  duty,  which  was  indeed  one  great  caufe 
of  our  misfortune,  being  thereby  never  able  to  fur- 
prize  or  attempt  upon  the  enemy,  but  ever-4iable 
to  be  fiirprized  by  them ;  and  of  this  I  often  told 
the  General  Officers,  but  could  not  in  that  ihort  time 
better  regulate  it,  the  enemy  advancing  fo  quick  upon 
me.  As  for  the  third  part  of  an  army,  artillery  \  of 
that  I  had  none,  nor  as  much  as  carriages  to  carry  our 
fmall  proportion  of  ammunition,  materials  and  pro- 
vifions ;  fo  as  we  were  enforced  to  (lay  at  *  Launcefton 
till  Friday  the  6th  of  February  laft,  in  daily  expecta- 
tions of  carriages  from  the  Sheriff  and  Commif- 
fioners  of  that  county.  And  then  your  Highnefe 
and  your  Council  thinking  it  neceflary  that  the  con- 
clufion  mould  be  tried,  ( tho*  upon  all  thefe  great 
difadvantages  )  we  moved  to  Stratton  with  fcarce 
half  of  our  ammiMition,  materials  or  provifions ; 
hoping  that  our  advafice  would  facilitate  that  bufi- 
nefs  in  the  country,  fo  that  the  reft  would  come 
fpeedily  after  us.  But  that  hope  failing,  the  like 
opinion  of  the  Sheriff  and  Gentlemen  of  Cornwall 
that  the  country  would  fuppiy  us  willingly,  being 
march'd  out  of  it,  carried  us  to  Harrington  the  10th 
of  the  fame  month ;  where  finding  the  quarter 
fomewhat  commodious,  and  hoping  in  a  ihort  time 
to  faften  it,  I  refolved  to  ftay  till  the  reft  of  the 
provifions,  ammunition  and  materials  were  come 
up :    and  fo  I  divided  the  circumferences  of  the 

*  During  my  ftay  at  Launcefion,  I  Tent  a  party  with  a  good 
confiderable  relief  to  Dunftar-Caftle,  commanded  by  Col.  Finch, 
who  performed  it  very  well. 

3  town 
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town  as  equally  as  I  could  amongft  the  foot  both  to  A.T).  1646 
guard  and  faften  \  wherein  they  wrought  but  flow-  " 
ly,  mod  of  the  materials  not  being  come  up,  ne- 
ceffities  and  divifion  having  bred  a  general  unweildi- 
nefs  amongft  them,  both  officer  and  foldier.  The 
horfe  in  the  mean  time  I  difpofed  to  out-guards,  to 
the  beft  advantage  for  the  defence  of  all  our  quarters 
and  for  intelligence.  But  all  the  labour  was  loft 
through  the  general  diforder  of  the  horfe,  that  ne- 
ver kept  their  hour  upon  rendezvous  in  any  toler- 
able proportion,  nor  fent  their  numbers  command- 
ed to  the  guards,  nor  for  the  moft  part  ftayed  with 
their  officers  upon  duty  ;  your  Highnefs's  guards  of 
horfe  not  being  then  with  us,  but  lodged  fomething 
back  for  the  neceffity  of  quarters  :  fo  as  indeed  I 
was  fo  far  from  being  able  to  attempt  any  thing  up- 
on the  enemy  with  the  horfe,  that  I  do  not  re- 
member any  one  guard  that  ever  they  juftified, 
while  I  had  to  do  with  them :  which  for  the  pre- 
fent  to  redrefs  by  punifhment  I  could  not,  the 
diforder  being  fo  general  and  the  enemy  preffing  {o 
near. 

The  14th  of  this  month,  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax 
with  the  main  cf  his  ftrength,  being  6000  foot, 
3500  horfe,  and  500  dragoons,  (as  I  am  fince 
fully  informed)  advanced  to  Chimle}\  and  the  quar- 
ters thereabout  within  eight  miles  of  Torrington : 
whereof  by  chance  a  young  Lieutenant  and  eight 
Troopers,  being  gone  out  that  way  without  leave 
a  plundering,  brought  me  intelligence,  having 
carnally  fallen  upon  a  Lieutenant  of  his  Pioneers 
faft  by  his  head  quarter,  elfe  he  might  have  been 
upon  us  the  next  day  without  any  notice,  not  with- 
Handing  I  had  by  a  conftant  fettled  order  all  that 
week  a  horfe  guard  at  Burrington,  which  was  with- 
in two  miles  of  Cbimley.  Upon  this  intelligence, 
I  fent  forth  orders  to  draw  the  horfe  to  Torrington- 
Compwn  upon  the  north  fide  of  the  town,  and  drew 
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A.D  1 644  Jn  the  guards  that  fhould  have  been  at  Burring  ton 
to  Rowborrowe  three  miles  nearer  to  me,  where  I  had 
500  horfe  in  guard,  leaving  the  dragoons  I  had  at 
Stevenfton-Houfe,  which  was  a  mile  nearer  to  me* 
and  upon  entrance  of  the  enclosures,  to  favour  the 
retreat  of  the  horfe,  if  they  fhould  be  preft. 

Sunday  the  15th  of  this  month,  I  had  notice  of 
their  advance,  and  by  misfortune  I  loft  Lieutenant 
Col.  Dundafh)  who  was  out  with  a  party  of  a  100 
horfe  that  way,  and  being  charged  by  a  party  of 
500  of  their  horfe,  after  a  very  gallant  defence  was 
fore  hurt  and  taken.  And  the  next  day,  under- 
Handing  ftill  of  their  advance,  I  {cut  out  Major 
General  Webb  with  200  horfe  to  our  guards  to  give 
me  a  more  perfect  account  of  the  motion  and  coun- 
tenance of  the  enemy,  and  when  he  fhould  fee  it 
neceffary  to  draw  off  the  guards  with  him,  which 
he  performed  very  gallantly,  entertaining  continu- 
al fkirmifhes  with  the  enemy  till  he  came  within 
a  mile  of  Torrington,  where  with  the  affiftance  of 
300  mufketeers  that  I  fent  out  to  him,  he  held  the 
enemy  up  till  night,  and  then  I  called  them  all  in. 
Here  it  may  be  demanded,  why  knowing  their  pow- 
er fo  much  fuperior,  I  did  not  retreat.  Firft,  to 
draw  that  body  of  horfe  and  foot  into  Cornwall 
('twas  eafily  forefeen)  was  utterly  ruinous,  the  coun- 
try not  being  able  to  maintain  them,  and  fo  narrow 
as  we  were  fure  to  be  fhut  up.  adly,  I  had  order 
to  fight  with  the  enemy,  tho*  upon  difadvantage, 
rather  than  not  to  hold  him  up  5  it  being  the  re- 
folved  opinion  of  us  all  that  were  of  his  Highnefs's 
Council,  that  we  had  little  to  hope  but  in  the  tvtnt 
of  a  battle :  and  this  being  the  cafe,  I  thought  my- 
felf  very  happy  to  be  attempted  in  that  quarter* 
where  I  had  fome  fort  of  covert  for  my  foot,  and 
opportunity  to  make  good  ufe  of  my  horfe.  So  I 
commanded  all  the  foot  to  their  feveral  pofts,  both 
officers  and  foldiers,  part  upon  the  line,  and  the 
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feft  in  referve  in  convenient  places.  I  likewife  com-  ^£.164.5 
manded  200  horfe  into  the  town,  which  I  diftribu-  ^^T^t 
ted  into  parties  of  40  to  countenance  the  foot  fight- 
ing upon  the  line  *,  and  being  in  this  order  it  dif- 
pleafed  me  not  at  all  that:  the  enemy  gave  on,  which 
he  did  that  Monday  night  about  7  of  the  clock  ; 
about  which  time  I  with  fome  of  the  General  Officers 
of  the  horfe  got  on  horfeback,  and  placed  the  fe- 
veral  parties  of  horfe  as  before  mentioned. 

About  8  of  the  clock  that  night,  the  Major  Ge- 
neral and  myfelf  in  the  ftreet  on  horfeback,  and 
riding  to    vifit  the  feveral  pofts,  the  enemy  got 
entrance  at  the  barricades  the  upper  end  of  the  ftreet 
where  we  Were,  and  beat  off  the  foot  i  and  our  party 
of  horfe  that  I  had  fent  to  fupport  them  ran  away  and 
fell  down  upon  us,  where  the  enemy  being  drawn 
up  in  a  body  in  the  ftreet,  and  the  Major  General's 
horfe  being  killed  under  him,  I  was  there  left  with 
Only  Captain  Harper  and  one  of  my  fervants  en- 
gaged •,  but  I  thank  God,  got  off  with  little  hurt* 
befides  the  lofs  of  my  horfe  which  brought  me  off 
to  my  lodging   door,  and  there  fell  down  dead, 
Captain    Harper  being  ftiot   in  the  head  but  not 
flain.     Then  thofe  horfe,  that  I  had  drawn  into 
the  town  to  fupport  us,  running  away  through  the 
town,    brought  a  confufion  and  diforder  in  the 
whole  :   and  the  foot  in  every  quarter  quitted  their 
pofts,  faving  thofe  of  your  Highnefs's  foot  guards 
that  were  upon  the  caftle- green,  which  muft  have 
that  right  done  them,  that  they  defended  their  poft 
even  after  the  town  was  loft.     Myfelf  got  as  foon 
as  I  could  another  horfe,  though  ill  accoutred,  and 
rid  to  the  rendezvous  of  horfe  at  the  town's  end,  and 
there  commanded  my  own  Lieutenant-Col.  Bovile% 
with  about  30  horfe,   and  Lieutenant-Col.  Marjb 
with  my  Lord  of  Cleavelancfs  brigade,  being  about 
5  or  600  horfe,  to  draw  up  and  charge  into  the 
town;   my  Lieutenant-Col.  to  go  on  firft  as  the 
Vol.  I.  I  for- 
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J.D.  1644  forlorn  hope.  At  the  fame  inflant  there  came  to 
us  about  300  of  our  mufketeers  that  were  fled  o- 
ver  the  line  out  of  the  town,  whom  I  commanded  to 
join  with  them  ;  but  the  foot  prefently  ran  away. 
Some  of  the  horfe  charged  to  the  upper  barricades 
which  the  enemy  had  pofTefs'd,  but  having  no  foot 
could  go  no  farther,  which  was  a  great  misfortune  *, 
for  at  the  fame  inftant  that  they  charged,  our  am- 
munition, being  50  barrels  of  powder,  was  blown  up 
in  the  Church,  and  their  whole  force  that  was  drawn 
into  the  town  was  in  great  fright  and  confufion.  By 
this  time  the  foot  were  all  run  away,  faving  fome 
few  that  were  taken  ;  fo  that  there  remained  no- 
thing but  to  make  the  retreat  with  the  horfe: 
which  I  did,  dividing  them  into  two  parts,  and 
drawing  them  two  feveral  ways  for  the  more  ad- 
vantage of  order  and  expedition  over  thofe  narrow 
pafTes.  So  upon  Tuefday  morning  the  6th  of  that 
month,  I  brought  the  horfe  fafe  to  the  borders  of 
Cornwall*  having  then  no  other  way  in  my  power. 
For  whereas  it  might  be  thought  that  I  had  op- 
portunity that  night  at  Torrington  to  have  broken 
eaft  ward  with  the  horfe,  it  is  evident  we  could  not : 
neither  was  it  unconsidered  upon  the  place.  But 
we  found  that  our  horfe  had  flood  two  days  and 
nights  in  the  field  without  relief,  and  the  enemy's 
horfe  were  before  us  all  drawn  up  within  two  miles 
without  want.  At  Stratton  I  flayed  till  Thurs- 
day the  9th  of  that  month  \  in  which  time  fome  of 
my  foot  to  the  number  of  1000  or  1200  came  in 
to  me,  the  reft  being  run  home  ;  and  the  moftpart 
of  the  horfe  came  in  thither  likewife,  except  thofe 
that  had  run  in  to  the  enemy,  or  willfully  ftragling 
had  loft  themfelves.  In  that  time  likewife  I  got  a 
reafonable  proportion  of  ammunition  and  provifions 
from  Launcefton. 

Here  the  Cornifh  Officers  importuned  me  to 

draw  farther  Weft  with  the  foot,  alledging  that  elfe 

2  thofe 
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thofe  that  were  left  would  forfake  them.  Where-  ^£1644 
upon  I  made  my  rendezvous  at  Efford  that  Thurf-V 
day,  and  leaving  the  Major  General  with  a  party 
ordered  to  be  1200  horfe  upon  the  frontier  about 
Stratton,  to  take  advantage  of  the  enemy,  as  his 
quarters  mould  grow  near  him,  I  retreated  to  Car- 
melford.  But  here  likewife  all  orders  proved  fruit- 
lefs ;  for  the  Major  General's  party  proved  not  to 
be  above  600  horfe  ;  and  tho'  himfelf  be  a  very 
gallant  perfon,  both  for  courage,  conducl  and  truft, 
and  never  failed  of  his  part,  yet  the  Officers  and 
Soldiers  with  him  fo  far  failed,  as  the  enemy  forced 
his  guards,  and  upon  the  24th  of  this  month  put 
him  to  a  retreat,  which  he  very  well  performe4 
with  the  few  men  he  had.  Hereupon  the  enemy 
entering  the  country  and  turning  towards  Launcefton, 
and  the  foot  Officers  with  me  being  very  impatient 
of  their  quarters,  I  fent  orders  to  Sir  Tho.  Baffett  to 
draw  off  the  horfe  and  foot  left  with  him  about 
Launcefion  and  the  borders  of  Cornwall  to  Left- 
withiell.  His  horfe  were  about  500  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  James  Smith ;  the  foot  were  two  train- 
band regiments,  that  of  Sir  Charles  Trevanion9$ 
which  came  off  but  wafted  every  day,  and  that  of 
Col.  Edgcomb's  which  never  came  off,  but  rendred 
themfelves  to  the  enemy.  Myfelf  with  the  reft  of 
the  foot  drew  to  Bodmin,  being  a  very  unfecure  foot 
quarter,  for  it  is  an  open  town  in  a  champion  country  j 
yet  I  was  enforced  to  choofe  it,  for  it  was  the  only 
place  in  that  part  that  could  cover  my  foot,  and  the 
open  country  ferved  very  well  for  the  advantage  of 
my  horfe,  which  I  lodged  as  near  about  me  as  I 
could,  and  commanded  400  horfe  to  be  every  night 
in  guard  upon  Cardin ham-down  about  three  miles 
from  Bodmin,  which  with  a  by  guard  or  two  that 
I  had  likewife  fet  out,  might  fafely  fecure  my  quar- 
ters, and  give  early  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  mo- 
tions. 

I  %  The 
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JD.1645  The  2 1  ft  of  this  month,  while  we  were  at  Camel- 
*fordy  Sir  Dudly  Wyatt  came  to  us  out  of  France  ^  and 
gave  us  as  great  and  as  ftrong  an  aflurance  as  might 
be  delivered  of  relief  of  4  or  5000  foot  and  officers 
men  and  arms  for  1000  horfe  out  of  France •,  within 
three  weeksor  a  month  at  the  farther!:.  The  expecta- 
tion hereof  was  the  great  caufe  that  the  horfe  were 
not  willing  to  adventure  upon  opportunities  of 
breaking  away  eaftward,  tho9  fome  of  the  officers 
often  importuned  it. 

Upon  the  laft  of  February ',  Col.  G Wring's  brigade 
having  the  guard  upon  Cardinham-down,  and_being 
to  be  relieved  the  next  day  about  three  in  the  after- 
noon, I  received  that  Saturday  night  intelligence 
from  Leskardy  that  the  enemy  was  advanced  to 
Careton-down ;  but  trufting  more  to  my  guards  than 
to  by-intelligence,  I  fent  the  advertifement  up  to 
Lieutenant- Col.  Sands ,  Major  of  Col  Goring's  bri- 
gade who  then  commanded  the  guard,  with  direc- 
tion immediately  to  fend  out  a  party  that  way  to 
difcover.  But  of  this  it  appeared  afterwards  nothing 
was  done,  but  that  guard  was  drawn  off  without 
orders  from  Cardinham-down  to  Bodmin  town's  end 
the  Sunday  morning  early,  and  not  as  much  as  a 
fcout  kept  out :  fo  as  when  the  next  guard  came  to 
relieve  it  that  day  about  three  in  the  afternoon,  com- 
ing upon  the  guard  place  they  prefently  faw  the  e- 
nemy  marching  in  full  bodies  within  three  miles  of 
them,  which  was  the  flrft  certain  notice  I  had  of 
their  advance  ;  fo  as  then  I  had  enough  to  do  to 
hold  them  up  with  thofe  few  horfe  that  were  in. 
guard,  till  I  had  drawn  off  the  foot  and  carriages 
from  Bodmin  and  Lefiwithiell  towards  Probus.  I  fent 
out  prefent  orders  to  all  the  horfe  to  draw  immedi- 
ately together  to  Cqftle-Dennis  by  St.  Colombe :  but 
fuch  was  their  flacknefs  that  I  remained  all  *hat  Sun- 
day night  upon  the  rendezvous,  keeping  only  the 
guard  of  horfe  before  me,  and  could  not  get  any 

confider- 
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considerable  number  of  horfe  together  the  next  day  A.D,  1644 
by  noon  *,  notwithstanding  they  all  knew  that  the  e- 
nemy's  whole  power  was  then  together  at  Bodmin 
within  eight  miles  of  us,  and  if  they  had  that  morn- 
ing after  it  was  day  advanced  but  2000  horfe  and 
dragoons  towards  us,  we  could  never  have  got  to- 
gether. 

The  fame  day,  being  the    2d  of  March  lafl:  a- 
bout  noon,  I  had  a  Council  of  War  at  a  Farmer's 
houfe  near  Caftle-Dennis  of  all  the  Officers  of  horfe, 
( the  foot  Officers  being  then  upon  their  march)  to 
confult  upon  the  whole  ftate  of  our  bufinefs,  what 
was  then  to  be  done.     Where  Col.  Trevor  firft  al- 
ledged,  that  being  drawn  within  the  pafs  of  Wade- 
Bridge^  there  was  no  poffibility  of  breaking  away 
with  the  horfe,  and  that  being  fo  far  inferior  to  the 
enemy's  power,  efpecially  of  foot  and  dragoons,  we 
could  not  with  any  probable  expectation  of  fucce/s 
ftand  before  them  in  the  field ;  that  though  fome  of 
the  Officers  mould  endeavour  it  never  fo  much,  yet 
the  generality  of  the  Army  would  not  be  drawn  to 
engage  the  fight  upon  fo  evident  difad vantage  ;  that 
therefore  there  remained  nothing  to  be  done  but  to 
treat  with  the  enemy  to  fave  what  we  could  for 
foreign  employments.      This  he  moved,  and  xho, 
greater  part  of  the  Officers  exprefly  concurred,  not 
without  fome  animoflty,  none  diftenting  but  myfelf 
and  Major  General  JVebb^  who  ever  difclaimed  it. 
For  myfelf,  I  told  them  'twas  a  motion  that  was 
very  new  to  me  ;  yet  fo  many  Officers  concurring 
in  it,  I  could  not  conceive  but  there  might  be  fome 
reafon  for  it ;  but  (your  Highnefs  our  Captain  Ge- 
neral being  then  in  the  country,)  could  not  think  it 
fit,  nor  I  fuppofe  they  would  not,  to  move  in  a  bu- 
iinefs  of  that  nature  without  your  Highnefs's  orders  i 
that  I  would  prefently  difpatch  a  Gentleman  to  your 
Highnefs,  and  doubted  not  to  receive  ananfwer  with-- 
ina  very  few  days.    With  this  kind  of  anfwer  I 

I  3  thought 
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J. D.i  644  thought  fitteft  to  divert  a  bufinefs  wherein  I  few 
'fuch  a  confideralk  number  of  Officers  fb  warmly 
engaged :  for  from  that  day  forward  I  never  efcaped 
one  day  without  being  preft  in  it.  Your  Highnefs 
being  at  that  time  removed  from  Pendennis  to  Stilly^ 
fo  that  I  received  no  anfwer  of  my  letter  concerning 
that  bufinefs  till  after  the  treaty  was  engaged  and 
concluded,  the  Officers  daily  preffing  me  ;  and  Col. 
Culpeper  by  name,  befides  others,  publickly  declar- 
ing, that  if  I  would  not  confent  to  a  treaty,  the 
foldiers  would  provide  for  themfelves  :  I  then  gave 
them  this  plain  anfwer,  that  the  utmoft  they  could 
expect,  from  me  Was,  to  give  way  to  the  horfe  to 
treat ;  for  I  could  not  be  a  party  to  the  treaty  my- 
felf,  becaufe  I  neither  could  nor  would  be  engaged 
to  treat  for  the  foot  or  forts  which  were  not  diftrerr, 
and  I  could  not  anfwer  the  treating  for  them.  Then 
upon  Friday  the  6th  of  March  I  received  by  a 
trumpet  from  Sir  'Tho.  Fairfax  his  letter  of  the  5th 
of  that  month,  wherein  he  feemed  to  offer  me  a 
treaty  for  the  horfe  only.  A  copy  of  which  letter 
followeth. 


S  I  R, 

«c  ^T-iHrough  the  goodnefs  of  God  to  his  people  and 
* c  ■*■  hisjufl hand  againft  their  enemies,  your  forces 
"  being  reduced  to  fuch  a  condition,  as  to  my  fenfe 
cc  the  fame  good  hand  of  God  continuing  with  us 
ci  wherein  alone  we  truft,  they  are  not  like  either 
**  to  have  fubfiftence  or  fhelter  long  where  they 
"  are,  or  to  efcape  thence,  nor  (if  they  could)  have 
"  they  whither  to  go  for  better,  I  have  thought 
<c  good  (for  prevention  of  more  bloodfhedor  of  far- 
"  ther  hardmip  or  extremities  toanybutfuchwhofe 
«c  hearts  God  fhall  harden  to  their  own  deftruction) 
4C  to  fend  you  this  fummons  for  yourfelf  and  them 
"  to  lay  down  arms,  and  with  a  tender  of  fuch  con- 
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ditions,  upon  a  prefent  furrender,  and  ingage-^£-i644 
ment  never  more  to  bear  arms  againfi  the  Parlia- 
ment,  as  may  be  better  than  any  thing  they  can 
rationally  expect  by  farther  itanding  out. 

Firft  therefore,  to  your  foldiers    in    general 
<c  (Englifh  and  foreigners)  I  mall  grant  liberty,  ei- 
ther to  go  beyond  Sea,  or  to  their  homes  in  Eng- 
"  land  as  they  pleafe ;  and  to  fuch  Englifh  as  mall 
choofe  to  live  at  home  my  protection,  for  the  li- 
berty of  their  perfons  and  for  the  immunity  of 
"  their  eftates  from  all  plunder  or  violence  of  fol- 
diers, and  all  to  go  their  ways  with  what  they 
cc  have,  faving  horfe  and  arms. 

"  But  for  Officers  in  Commiffion  and  Gentlemen 
"  of  Quality,  I  mail  allow  them  to  go  with  horfes 
"  for  themfelves,  and  one  fervant  or  more  fuitable 
■*  to  their  qualities,  and  with  arms  befitting  Gentle- 
u  men  in  a  condition  of  peace  :  and  fuch  Officers 
y  as  would  go  beyond  Sea  for  other  fervice,  to 
"  take  with  them  their  arms  and  full  number  of 
"  horfes  anfwerable  to  their  offices. 

To  all  Troopers  and  the  inferior  fort  of  horfe 
Officers  ( bringing  in  and  delivering  up  their 
arms)  twenty  millings  a  man,  in  lieu  of  their 
horfes  to  carry  them  home. 
'c  To  Engjifh  Gentlemen  of  considerable  eftates 
"  my  pafs  and  recommendation  to  the  Parliament 
for  their  moderate  compofmon. 

Laftly,  for  yourfelf,  ( befides  what  is  before 
implyed  to  you  in  common  with  others)  you  may 
"  be  aftured  of  fuch  mediation  to  the  Parliament 
cc  in  your  behalf  both  from  myfelf  and  others,  as 
for  one  whom  (for  perfonal  worth  and  many  vir- 
tues, but  efpecially  for  care  of  and  moderation 
towards  the  country)  we  honour  and  efleem  a- 
bove  any  other  of  your  party,  whofe  error  ( we 
fuppofing  you  more  fwayed  with  principles  of 
"  honour  and  confcience  than  others)  we  moft  pity, 
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'^.p.i645cc  and  whofe  happinefs  (as  far  as  is  confiftent  with 
.W^V-n-'  «  the  publick  welfare)  we  fhould  de}ight  in  more 
M  than  in  your  leaft  fufFering. 

"  Thefe  things  not  from  need,  pr  other  ends 
fc  (more  than  human  and  chriftian)  having  offered, 
I*  I  leave  to  your  confideration  and  theirs  whom 
"  they  concern  ;  defiring  your  and  their  fpeedy  re- 
*c  folution,  which  I  pray  may  be  fuch  as  fhall  he 
€i  moft  for  the  honour  of  God,  the  peace  and  well- 
*c  fare  of  this  poor  Kingdom,  and  for  your  and 
"  their  good,  fo  far  as  may  ftand  therewith.  And 
*c  having  therein  difcharged  (as  I  conceive )  the 
"  duty  of  an  honeft  man,  a  Soldier,  and  a  Chriftian, 
if  God  fhall  fee  it  good  to  let  your  hearts  be 
hardened  again  ft  your  own  peace,  I  fhall  (tho* 
with  fome  regret,  yet  with  cneerfulneis  rejoycing 
at  the  righteous  judgment  of  God  )  purfue  my 
<c  charge  and  truft  for  the  publick  in  another  way, 
<c  not  doubting  of  the  prefence  and  bleffing  which 
*'  God  hath  hitherto  vouchfafed  in  the  fame  caufe 
•*  to  the  weak  endeavours  of 

Tcur  Servant 9 

Tho.  Fairfax, 

This  letter  I  communicated  to  none  but  my  Lord 
Wentwortb  and  my  Lord  Capel,  and  I  am  very 
confident  they  kept  it  fecret :  yet  the  reft  of  the 
horfe  officers  got  notice  of  it,  and  expreft  a  difcon- 
tfcnt  that  I  had  received  fuch  a  letter  and  concealed 
t  from  them.  Hereupon  without  any  authority 
from  me,  moft  of  the  field-officers  of  horfe  afTembled 
themfelves  and  procured  Adjutant-General  Bulftrode 
to  write  them  feveral  letters  for  a  meeting  at  Col. 
pinch's  lodging,  where  they  took  a  determinate  re- 
folution  to.  prefs  me  again  in  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Treaty ;   which  they  did  upon  Saturday  the  7th  of 

March, 
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March,  and  delivered  me  in  a  lift  of  the  officers  d.D.  1644 
names  concurring  in  it ;  which  I  have  here  inferted 
in  the  margin  *. 

At  the  fame  time  the  enemy  advanced  and  fell 
upon  our  horfe  guards,  which  were  taken  the  more 
unprovided,  and  I  was  the  lefs  able  with  fpeed  to 
fuccour  them,  by  reafon  that  all  the  chief  officers 
were  abfent  from  their  quarters  upon  that  occafion. 
Being  in  this  condition,  I  faw  nothing  left  for  me 
to  do  but  to  draw  my  foot  and  ammunition  into 
Pendennis  and  the  Mount,  thereby  to  fecure  thofe 
places  and  the  men :  which  I  did  accordingly,  and 
to  yield  to  the  horfe  officers  importunity  for  the 
treaty.  So  I  returned  Sir  Tho,  Fairfax  the  enfuing 
anfwer. 

SIR, 


I  Received  yours  bearing  date  the  5th  of  this 
month,  wherein  I  muft  acknowledge  much 
kindnefs  from  you,  and  a  very  chriftian  confide- 
ration  of  fparing  of  blood.  But  one  thing  there 
is  (I  am  confident)  you  have  too  much  honour 
to  expecl  from  me ;  which  is,  that  to  avoid 
any  danger,  or  to  enjoy  any  worldly  advantage, 
I  mall  renounce  my  Matter's  fervice,  to  whom  I 
am  both  a  fworn  fubject  and  a  fworn  fervant, 
that  I  muft  profefs  I  am  refolved  to  undergo  all 
fortunes  with  him  ;  and  if  there  fhall  be  caufe, 
to  fuffer  any  thing  rather  than  in  the  leaft  point 
to  taint  my  honour  in  that  particular.  And  I 
hope  there  is  not  a  man  of  any  confideration  in 


*  Col.  Colepepper,  Col.  Trevor,  Qo\,SlingeJby,  Sir James  Smith, 
Col.  Finch,  Col.  Wife,  Col.  Blunt,  Col.  Ginnings,  Col.  Goring, 
Lieutenant-Col.  Clarke,  Lieutenant-Col.  Staivel,  Col.  Borlace, 
Lieutenant-Col.  Clarke,  Sir  Henry  Newton,  Lieut.-Col.  Marjb, 
Lieutenant-Col.  Fcnvkes,  Col.  Gunter,  Col.  Pay  ton,  Col.  Lenvkner, 
Lieutenant-Col  Luntly^  Adjutant-General  Buljlrode. 

"  thi§ 
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J.D.1646  «  this  army  under  my  command,  that  is  not  fo  re- 
"  folved  yet  by  allhoneft  and  honourable  ways. 
"  To  procure  a  peace  to  this  kingdom  and  the  fpa- 
"  ring  of  chriftian  blood  (I  take  God  to  witnefs) 
"  I  am  and  ever  have  been  moft  defirous :  and  I 
4C  hear  from  good  hands,  that  our  gracious  Sove- 
reign is  at  prefent  fo  far  advanced  in  a  Treaty 
with  the  Parliament,  as  he  hath  promifed  to  pafs 
four  of  the  principal  of  their  bills    propofed, 
•c  whereof  the  intruding  of  the  Militia  for  iQvcn 
years  in  hands  agreed  between  them   is  one.     I 
defire  you  to  deal  freely  with  me  in  that  particu- 
lar, for  if  it  be  fo,  it  will  fpare  us  the  labour  of 
further  treaty,  being  for  my  part  ready  to  obey 
whatfoever  his  Majefty  ihall  agree  unto.     God 
hath  indeed  of  late  humbled   us  with  many  ill 
fuccefles,  which  I  acknowledge  as  a  very  certain 
evidence  of  his  juft  difpleafure  againft  us  for  our 
perfonal  crimes :  yet  give  me  leave  to  fay,  your 
prefent  profperity   cannot   be   fo  certain  an  evi- 
dence of  his  being  altogether  pleafed  with  you. 
"  'Tis  true  we  are  reduced  to  a   lower  condition 
ftC  than  we  have  been,  yet  have  we  a  gallant  body 
of  horfe,  that  being  preferved  to  a  general  ac- 
cord may  be  of  good  ufe  againft  a  common  ene- 
my, and  being   otherwife   preft,  (I  may  fay  it 
without  vanity,)  want  not  refolution  at  lead  to 
fell   ourfelves  at  a  dear  rate  againft  any  odds. 
Your  proportions  though  they  be  not  wholly  to 
C{  beconfented  unto,  yet  if  a  general  accord  much 
more  deferable  be  not  in  a  likely  forwardnefs  to 
prevent  them,  I  fhall  be  willing  that  eight  Com- 
manders of  ours,  with  three  country  Gentlemen, 
give  a  meeting  to  an  equal  number  of  yours,  at 
any  indifferent  place  to  confult  of  this  great  bufi- 
nefs,  and  to  conclude  of  fome  proportions  that 
may  be  reafonable  and  honourable  for  both  parts : 
wherein  I  hope  God  will  fo  blefs  our  clear  inters 
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<c  tions,  as  may  prove  a  probable  inducement  to  a^^-^4^ 
"  general  peace,  according  to  the  unfeigned  defires 
"  of 

Tour  Servant ', 

ilfar^  8,   1645. 

Ralph  Hopton. 

"  A  party  of  yours  falling  yefterday  upon  a  guard 
"  of  ours,  it  is  likely  they  have  taken  fome  prifo- 
"  ners.  I  defire  the  favour  from  you  to  receive  a 
lift  of  them  by  this  Trumpet.  Till  I  receive 
your  pofitive  anfw er  to  the  contents  of  this  letter, 
I  mail  not  permit  any  of  mine  to  attempt  any 
46  thing  upon  any  of  your  forces. 

And  fo  after  fome  replies  and  Commiffioners  cho- 
fen,  the  Treaty  began  upon  the  ioth  of  the  fame 
month ;  Sir  Tho.  Fairfax  ftill  advancing,  and  our 
horfe  breaking  every  day  more  and  more :  fo  as  at 
laft  I  could  not  {ct  out  any  guards,  but  a  great  part 
of  them  did  intermix  with  the  enemy,  and  fufFer 
the  enemy  to  intermix  with  them,  many  going  to 
him  in  whole  troops,  and  in  this  order  the  *  Treaty 
was  finifhed  the  1 4th  of  the  fame  month. 

As  to  the  two  forts  :  on  the  9th  of  March  having 
my  head-quarter  at  Truro  with  the  foot  and  carri- 
ages, I  had  certain  notice  that  Sir  Tbo.  Fairfax's 
vanguard  was  advanced  to  Probus,  and  there  inter- 
mixt  with  two  brigades  of  our  horfe,  which  drew 
themfelves  off  with  little  lofs,  in  refpedr.  the  Treaty 
was  then  on  foot.  I  thought  it  then  neceflary  to 
fend  off  my  foot  and  carriages  into  Pendennis  and 
the  Mount.  Sir  Arthur  BaJJet  at  the  Mount  afked 
but  two  hundred  men :  I  fent  him  Col.  Collins  with 
his  regiment,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Phillips^  and 
Major  Harfall  with  their  companies  5  which  then 
made  full  two  hundred  men  befides  officers,  as  good 

*  I  forbear  to  infert  the  article?,  becaufe  I  fuppofe  they  are 
already  in  print, 

men 
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J.D.  1 645  men  and  as  well  officered  as  any  we  had,  and  the 
'  full  number  came  all  whole  to  the  Mount. 

To  Pendenms  I  fent  your  Highnefs's  guards  be- 
ing then  about  100  men,  General  Digby  with  the 
three  regiments  that  were  before  Plimouth  being 
then  about  400  men,  (but  of  thofe  Col.  C hamper - 
tiown's  regiment  being  about  100  did  bafelyrun  a- 
way  to  the  enemy.)  Col.  Mole/worth  with  the  re- 
mainder of  his  Tertia,  (being  the  remainder  of  Col. 
John  Arundel's  and  Col.  Tremayne's  regiments)  be- 
ing about  200  men,  Col.  Wife  with  his  regiment 
being  about  200  men,  and  Sir  Tho.  Hooper  with 
fome  40  Dragoons,  and  Captain  Burley,  Lieutenant- 
General  of  the  Ordinance,  and  his  brother  with 
about  20  Gunners  and  Officers  of  the  train,  and  44 
or  45  barrels  of  powder  with  bullet  and  match  pro- 
portionable, and  as  many  draught  Oxm  as  were 
worth  300  /.  and  about  twenty  fat  Oxen,  that  one 
Bifhop  had  provided  for  Exeter \  I  fent  likewife  to 
the  Governor  of  Pendennis  an  order  for  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  a  Council  of  War  to  affift  him  in  that 
Government  •,  the  copy  whereof  folio weth. 

SIR, 

<c     AMONGST  my  many  cares,  my  care  of 
*4  .ZjL  you  and  your  precious  charge  is  none  of 
*c  the  leaft.     You  are  now  a  full  number  of  excels 
ct  lent  good  foot,  and  as  good  Officers  as  any  are  in 
cc  England ;  and  that  you  may  make  the  beft  ufe  of 
*c  both,    I  muft  defire  you  to  take   to  you  your 
fon  Col.  Richard  Arundel,  Col.  Slingseby,  Major- 
General  Molefivorth,  Sir  Abraham  Shipman,  Col. 
Wife,    Col.  John  Arundel,    Col.  Tremayne,    and 
Lieutenant-General   Burley,    to    be  a    ftanding 
Council  of  War ;  by  the  voice  of  the  major  part 
c*  of  whom  I  muft  defire  you  to   govern  all  your 
affairs. ,  If  General  Digby,  Sir  Henry  Kelligrew, 

<€  Sir 


cc 

cc 
cc 

<t 


cc 
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4  Sir  Charles  Trevanion,  and  Col.  Slaughter,  or  any  ^.Z>-i645 

c  of  them  flay  with  you,  they  are  likewife  to  be  of  ^V^ 

c  this  Council.     There  are  yet   many  proviflons 

6  that  lie  at  Truro,  which  for  want  of  your  fending 

c  up  of  boats  are  like  to  be  loft  ,    amongft  which 

c  there  is  great  (lore  of  okeham  :  if  you   fend  up 

c  boats  for  it  yet  to-morrow,  I  hope  we  fhall  be  able 

'  to  preferve  them  for  you.     And  fo  de firing  you 

c  all  to  lofe  no  time  in  the  fettlement  of  your  bu- 

1  finefs,  I  reft 

Tour  affectionate  Servant \ 

Truro,  this  Manday~v\%)\t9 

March  9,  1645.  Ralph  Hopton. 

I  gave  likewife  order  to  Col.  Richard  Arundel 
with  the  remainder  of  his  train-bands,  and  thofe  of 
Col.  Jonathan  Trelawney's  regiment  to  draw  in  thi- 
ther :  but  how  many  of  them  went  in  I  know  not ; 
but  the  ftate  I  left  that  place  in  will  appear  by  feve- 
ral  letters  that  I  received  from  the  Governor  and 
Col.  Slingesby,  whom  your  Highnefs  left  defigned 
for  Lieutenant-Governor  there. 

As  for  the  Great  George,  the  fhip  appointed  by 
your  Highnefs's  order  to  be  brought  after  your 
Highnefs  by  Sir  Henry  Manwaring ,how  fhe  was  ftaid 
by  the  importunity  of  the  Governour  and  Officers  of 
Pendennis  for  the  fervice  of  that  caftle,  and  that  I 
ufed  my  beft  endeavour  to  have  yourHighnefs's  or* 
der  obferved  concerning  that  fhip,  will  appear  by 
feveral  letters  that  pafled  between  me    and  them,  ■ 

which  I  have  ready  to  fhew. 

Laftly  concerning  the  Mount,  notwithstanding  I 
fent  an  exprefs  to  Sir  Arthur  Baffet  to  know  his 
wants,  and  he  in  his  anfwer  dated  the  8tb  of  March 
laft  fayeth,  that  he  is  fb  well  provided  as  he  hopes 
to  give  a  good  account  of  that  place  for  many 
months  \   yet  when  my  Lord  Capel  and  I  were  laft 

at 
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-^.£.1646  at  the  Mounts  we   found  it^fo  ill  provided,    that 
1  without  fpeedy  relief  that  place  will  be  loft. 

Stilly,  April  \i>  1646. 

*fhe  Proceedings  of  the  New-moulded  army  from 
the  time  they  were  brought  together  in  1645, 
////  the  King's  going  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight  in 
1647. 

Written  by  Col.  Edward  Wogan,  ////  then  an 
Officer  of  that  Army. 

With  the  Names  of  all  the  Colonels  of  Horfe  and  Foot. 


The  regiments  of  horfe, 
each  having  600  horfe, 
befides  Officers,  were 

1.  The  General's. 

2.  CommirTary  Gene- 
ral's. 

3.  Col.  Graves's. 

4.  Sir  Robert  Pye's. 

5.  Col.  Whallefs. 

6.  Col.  Rhhe's. 

7.  Col.  Roffiter's. 

8.  Col.  Bourcher's. 

9.  Col.  Sheffield's. 

10.  Col.  Fleetwood's. 

1 1 .  Col.  Hol%  which  was 
given  Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral Cromwell  after 
Nafeby  fight. 

12.  Col.  Okey's  regiment 
of  Dragoons,  which 
was  1000  men  mount- 
ed, befides  Officers, 
and  were  always  count- 
ed the  beft  men  of  the 
army. 


The  regiments  of  foot, 
each  having  1000  men,' 
befides  Officers,  were 

1.  The  General's. 

2.  Major-General  Skip* 
pon's. 

3.  Sir    Hardrefs  WaU 
ler's. 

4.  Col.  Pickering. 

5.  Col.  Herbert. 

6.  Col.  Ingoldesby. 

7.  Col.  Fortefcue. 

8.  Col.  Mount  ague. 

9.  Col.  Wielding. 

10.  Col.  Hammond. 

11.  Col.  Lambert. 

12.  Col.  Ratfiesborougb. 

With  400  pioneers. 


The 
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THE  firft  day  of  April  1645,  we  marched A.D.ib^b 
from  Windfor  to  Readings  where  we  received  ^W 
four  months  pay,  both  horfe  and  foot,  with  an  order 
on  pain  of  death  to  take  nothing  from  the  country, 
but  what  we  paid  for  •,  no,  not  fo  much  as  grafs 
for  our  horfes.  From  thence  we  marched  to  New- 
berry,  from  Newberry  to  Salisbury,  from  Salisbury  to 
Dorchefler,  with  an  intention  to  relieve  Taunton- 
Dean,  which  was  clofely  befieged  by  my  Lord  Go* 


ring. 


Being  on  our  march,  the  General  received  order 
from  both  Houfes  to  march  back  with  all  poffible 
fpeed,  and  to  attend  the  King's  army  which  was 
then  about  Leicefterfhire,  and  to  fend  part  of  his  ar- 
my to  relieve  Taunton-Dean,  if  they  could,  which 
was  accordingly  done.  The  horfe  that  were  com- 
manded for  that  fervice,  were  commanded  by  Col. 
Graves,  and  the  foot  were  commanded  by  Col. 
Wielding.  The  party  confifted  of  1400  horfe  and 
2000  foot. 

The  General  marched  back  again  with  the  reft  of 
the  army  in  all  hafte  and  came  before  Oxford,  and  lay 
before  it  14  days,  thinking  to  draw  the  King  to- 
wards it,  and  to  engage  as  he  thought  fit.  But  news 
was  brought  him  that  Leicefter  was  taken.  Forth- 
with we  marched  from  thence  towards  Northampton. 
On  our  march  Lieutenant-General  Cromwell  came  to 
take  his  leave  of  the  General  and  army,  being  not 
of  the  new  model :  and  a  number  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  could  not  ftay  any  longer  without  leave  of 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament.  Upon  which  the  Ge- 
neral writ  to  both  Houfes  to  defire  leave  for  Lieute- 
nant-General Cromwell  to  ftay  in  the  army,  and  to 
command  as  Lieutenant-General,  only  for  one  ac- 
tion :  which  was  accordingly  granted. 

Then  we  came  on  ftill  towards  Nafeby,  and  lay 
in  Nafeby  town.    The  King  hearing  of  our  ad- 

.    vancing, 
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^.D.1647  vancing,  marched  back  from  Har borough  to  meet 
^^V\J  us.  About  7  a-clock  in  the  morning  the  van- 
guards of  the  armies  appeared  each  to  the  other,  and 
fkirmifhed  till  both  armies  were  drawn  up.  The 
right  wing  of  our  horfe  was  commanded  by  Lieu  te- 
nant-General Cromwell ;  the  left  by  Commiflary- 
General  Ireton  :  the  body  of  foot  was  led  by  the 
General  and  Major-General  Skippon.  Col.  Okey's  re- 
giment of  Dragoons  was  on  the  left-hanol  of  all  our 
horfe,  and  lined  the  hedges :  which  did  mightily 
annoy  the  King's  right  wing  of  horfe,  as  they  ad^ 
vanced  towards  us. 

The  right  wing  of  the  King*s  horfe  charged  our 
left  wing,  and  routed  us  clear  beyond  our  carriages. 
The  King's  horfe  fell  a  plundering  our  waggons  and 
gave  us  time  to  rally  :  but  a  great  many  of  our  horfe 
went  clear  away  to  Northampton  and  could  never  be 
ftopt.  The  King's  foot  got  ground  apace,  upon 
our  foot  being  difcouraged  by  our  horfe  running  a- 
way,  and  by  Major-General  Skippon's  being  defpe- 
rately  wounded ;  infomuch  that  all  our  foot  gave 
ground  and  were  in  a  manner  running  away.  Crom- 
well feeing  almoft  all  loft,  charged  the  King's  hft 
wing,  and  difordered  them  ;  but  by  no  means  would 
purfue  his  advantage.  The  King's  right  wing,  fee- 
ing their  left  wing  of  horfe  beat  in,  marched  back 
again  the  fame  way  they  came.  Then  our  left 
wing  advanced  to  Cromwell's  former  ground  and 
flood,  being  much  difcouraged  for  the  lofs  of 
our  Commiffary-General,  and  CoL  Bourchzr,  which 
was  wounded.  Our  foot  got  heart  again  and  flood 
their  ground.  Cromwell  with  his  wing  joined 
with  Col.  Rojftter's  horfe  that  came  to  us  at  that  pre- 
fent,  and  charged  the  King's  right  wing  of  horfe  in 
the  flank  as  they  went  by,  and  utterly  difordered 
them,  and  purfued  them  to  the  top  of  the  hill  to- 
wards Har  borough.  The  King's  both  wings  of  horfe 
went  clear  away  and  never  rallied.  We  divided 
2  our 
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our  left  wing  of  horfe,  that  flood  in  Cromwell's  for-  AD.  1646 
mer  ground,  into  feveral  bodies,  and  charged  the 
King's  foot  that  fought  mofl  manfully  all  this  while, 
and  forced  divers  of  our  bodies  to  retire.  But  fee- 
ing all  their  horfe  beaten  out  of  the  field,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  our  horfe  and  foot,  they  laid  down 
their  arms  with  condition  not  to  be  plundered.  Pre- 
fently  a  noife  was  fpread  among  our  horfe,  that  no 
man  muft  light  to  plunder  on  pain  of  death,  and 
forthwith  to  follow  the  King's  horfe  ;  which  accor- 
dingly we  did,  but  very  leifurely,  being  much 
difcontented  to  leave  all  the  plunder  of  the  field 
to  our  foot.  Certainly  if  there  had  but  1 000  of 
the  King's  horfe  rallied,  and  charged  us  in  our 
diforderly  and  difcontented  purfuit,  they  might 
without  doubt  have  beaten  us  back  again,  and  routed 
our  foot  which  was  richly  laden  with  plunder  and 
could  by  no  means  be  brought  together  in  a  long 
time. 

"We  leifurely  continued  the  purfuit  till  we  came 
within  2  miles  of  Leiceftcr,  where  we  found  part  of 
the  King's  horfe  drawn  up ;  but  they  never  offered 
to  charge  us,  nor  we  them,  but  flood  and  looked  on 
each  other  till  night  came  on.  They  marched  into 
Leicefter,  and  we  were  called  back  again. 

That  day  Sir  John  Gell  was  marching  towards  us 
with  1 500  horfe,  and  might  eafily  have  flopped  all 
the  King's  party  as  they  were  going  to  Lsicefter  :  for 
which  neglect  he  was  by  Cromwell  foundly  chid^ 
and  ever  after  fufpected  to  be  a  well-wifher  to  the 
King's  party. 

Within  two  days  after  the  battle,  we  came  before 
the  town  of  Leicefter  with  our  whole  army  ;  hear- 
i  ng  that  the  King  was  gone  towards  Wales  with  all 
his  horfe,  we  lay  down  before  the  town,  with  a  re- 
folution  to  take  it  before  we  went  further.  The 
town  being  peftered  with  abundance  of  unnecetfary 
people  that  ftaid  behind  the  King,  and  a  great  many 
^   Vol.I  K  that 
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A.D.  1 646  that  were  wounded  at  Nafeby,  and  the  wanting  of 
provisions  both  for  man  and  horfe  caufed  the  Go- 
vernor to  furrender  the  town  upon  honourable  con- 
ditions. 

After  the  town  was  furrendered,  all  our  horfe 
were  fent  to  refrefh  for  2  or  3  days.  Then  a  Coun- 
cil was  called,  and  it  was  refolved  that  we  mould 
follow  the  King,  and  not  fufFer  him  to  draw  to  an 
head  again.  That  very  night  there  came  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  give  thanks  to 
the  General  and  army  for  their  good  fervice,  with 
a  command  from  both  Houfes  to  march  forthwith 
for  the  relief  of  Taunt on-De 'an ,  which  could  not  pof- 
fibly  hold  out  three  weeks  longer,  and  to  encourage 
us  thereunto,  brought  with  him  a  difpenfation  for 
Lieutenant-General  Cromwell  to  ftay  40  days  longer 
in  the  army. 

By  this  may  be  obferved,  that  when  the  King 
took  Leicefter,  if  he  had  but  marched  Northwards,  or 
for  the  ArTociated  Counties,  ox  fox  Wales ,  or  had  kept 
himfelf  from  fighting  but  for  one  month,  we  were 
all  ruined :  our  new  moulded  foldiers  were  all  fuf- 
pecled  for  the  lofs  of  their  old  officers  •,  fo  that  it 
was  the  only  advantage  we  could  have  in  tht  world, 
that  of  uniting  our  officers  and  foldiers  together  by 
engaging  them  in  fo  feafonable  a  time  as  that  was. 
And  as  I  have  faid  before, 

If  the  King  had  but  kept  from  engaging  his  ar- 
my but  one  month,  (which  he  might  eafily  have 
done)  we  were  certainly  undone.  The  army  in  the 
"Weft  would  be  loft,  with  Taunton-Dean,  and  all 
the  Weft  left  clearly  to  the  King.  All  the  North 
would  have  done  their  endeavour  for  him  ;  and  fo 
would  the  AfTociated  Counties  :  and  I  believe  the 
Scots  would  have  declared  for  him,  or  at  leaft  flood 
neuters ;  but  that  the  change  of  that  unfortunate 
battle  did  harden  their  hearts.  Wales  was  then  in  a 
gallant  condition  under  my  Lord  Garrard's  com- 
mand, i  Forth* 
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Forthwith  we  began  our  march  for  the  Weft,  A.D.  1646 
and  our  horfe  marched  after  the  rate  of  20  or  30  ^^y^J 
miles  a  day,  as  faft  as  they  could  conveniently 
march.  When  the  King's  army  in  the  Weft  under 
the  command  of  the  Lord  Goring  heard  of  our  fpee- 
dy  advancing,  they  drew  off  from  the  fiege  of  Taun- 
ton-Dean  and  marched  to  meet  us.  The  firft  place 
that  both  armies  appeared  to  eachotherwasatLfl/Tg;- 
Sutton  in  SomerfetJIoire,  where  there  was  a  river  be- 
tween us,  fo  that  we  could  not  engage  each  other, 
nor  could  not  conveniently  get  over  the  river  with* 
out  great  disadvantage.  But  that  night  news  was 
brought  the  General  that  Somerton  was  quitted, 
which  was  the  ftrongeft  pafFage  on  the  river.  So 
the  next  morning  we  marched  over  the  river,  all 
except  Major-General  Maffey's  brigade,  that  newly 
came  to  us,   and  ftaid  on  that  fide  of  tne  river. 

Then  my  Lord  Goring  marched  back  to  Lang- 
port,  where  he  attended  the  coming  of  our  army, 
and  fent  the  greateft  part  of  his  horfe  through  Lang- 
port  to  a  place  called  Illmore ;  it  feems,  to  divert 
our  defign  of  marching  directly  towards  him.  But 
Major- General  Mafjefs  brigade  and  Sir  Robert 
Pye's  regiment  being  on  that  lide  of  the  river,  hav- 
ing intelligence  of  that  patty  of  the  King's  horfe  at 
Illmore,  advanced  towards  them,  where  they  found 
all  their  horfes  at  graft,  and  fome  of  the  men  afleep, 
fome  a  fwimming,  and  the  reft  carelefsly  walking 
in  the  fields.  The  place  where  our  men  were  to 
enter  into  the  meadow  was  no  broader  than  where 
two  horfes  could  enter  at  a  time  *,  fo  that  the  greateft 
part  of  the  King's  horfe  got  av/ay  towards  Langport 
where  the  reft  of  their  army  lay ;  except  4  or  500 
horfes  that  were  taken  in  the  very  field  that  their 
mafters  could  not  recover.  The  thanks  of  that  neg- 
lect: of  guarding,  among  ourfelves  we  gave  to  one 
Lieutenant-General  Porter,  that  was  then  Lieute- 
fcant-General  to  the  Lord  Goring, 

K  2  Th« 
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A.D.\6\6  The  next  day  our  General  marched  towards 
Langport  town,  where  we  found  the  Lord  Goring 
drawn  up,  with  the  greateft  part  of  his  horfe  drawn 
up  in  the  rear  of  his  foot,  as  we  conceived; 
and  his  foot  advancing  towards  us  and  our  foot  to- 
wards them ;  there  was  an  hot  difpute  for  an  hour. 
We  obferved  the  King's  horfe  drawing  off  by  de- 
grees towards  Bridgewater :  and  then  our  horfe 
prefled  on  among  their  foot  and  difperfed  them, 
and  fell  in  the  rear  of  the  King's  horfe,  killed  and 
took  many  of  them  ;  the,  reft  we  forced  to  Bridge- 
water.  Two  or  three  days  afterwards  we  appeared 
before  Bridgewater  with  our  whole  army.  My 
Lord  Goring,  with  what  party  he  had,  marched  to- 
wards Exeter.  We  lay  ftill  before  Bridgewater. 
There  was  part  of  the  army  fent  to  block  up  Brun~ 
tonruft,  and  other  little  garrifons  about  Bridgewater ', 
and  in  few  days  took  them. 

Bridgewater  held  out  for  forae  weeks  reafonably. 
The  out-town  being  ftormed  and  taken,  the  reft 
was  given  up  on  honourable  conditions  •,  fo  likewife 
was  S  her  bum.  From  S  her  burn  there  was  a  party  of 
horfe  and  dragoons  fent  towards  the  Bath,  under 
the  command  of  Col.  Rich,  to  get  intelligence 
where  P.  Rupert  was,  or  what  party  he  had ;  he 
being  then  about  Briftol.  Col.  Rich  hearing  that 
there  was  no  ftrong  party  then  at  Bath,  came  very 
nigh  the  town,  being  then  commanded  by  Sir  Tho- 
mas Bridges,  as  I  take  it.  Advancing  nigh  the 
town,  he  fent  a  party  of  his  dragoons  in  the  night 
to  the  gate  and  fet  fire  to  the  gate.  The  party 
within  not  being  able  as  they  thought  to  maintain 
the  town,  beat  a  parley,  and  had  conditions  the 
next  day  to  march  for  Briftol. 

Bath  being  taken,  all  our  army  came  thither,  and 
Major-General  MaJJey  was  left  behind  about  Bridge- 
water,  to  wait  on  the  Lord  Goring's  horfe.  Then 
all  our  army  advanced  towards  Briftol^  and  lay  two 
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miles  from  the  town  for  3  or  4  days.  Then  we  A.D.  1  646 
came  near  the  town  and  lay  round  it,  without  ^^V^ 
any  manner  of  works  or  trenches  before  us ;  only 
trees  cut  down  and  the  highways  blocked  up :  and 
where  Col.  Wielding's  brigade  was  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  walls,  he  intrenched  himfelf  round,  and  was 
much  ftrengthened  on  that  fide  by  the  Somerfetjhire 
Clubmen  that  came  in  to  ftrengthen  that  fide.  We 
lay  fo  for  a  matter  of  a  month,  and  all  that  while 
expected  only  when  they  would  fally,  with  but  our 
horfe  to  perform  all  duty.  There  was  no  remarka- 
ble action  all  this  while  \  only  P.  Rupert  fallied  out 
one  mifty  morning  towards  Dor  dam  down,  came 
behind  our  guards  without  being  difcovered,  and 
came  up  to  the  very  downs,  but  did  no  harm,  on- 
ly took  Col.  Okey  prifoner,  and  fo  went  back  again. 
As  I  afterwards  heard,  the  Prince's  horfe  at  that 
time  was  commanded  by  one  Sir  Horatio  Carey ; 
which  I  muft  confefs  was  very  ill  managed.  He  came 
up  with  his  forlorn,  where  a  whole  brigade  of  our 
horfe  were  on  foot.  We  were  fo  far  from  mount- 
ing, that  moft  of  us  ran  to  a  little  hedge  that  was 
between  us  and  the  enemy,  and  flood  there,  till 
fome  of  our  fellows  got  on  horfeback  :  then  Sir  Ho- 
ratio drew  off  again,  without  charging  at  all  ; 
which  if  he  had,  he  might  without  lofs  of  a  man 
have  ruined  all  our  brigade. 

Seeing  there  was  no  hopes  to  get  the  town  but  by 
plain  force,  it  was  prepared  on  all  fides  for  the 
ftorming  of  it :  which  was  after  this  manner.  A- 
bout  1 2  of  the  clock  at  night,  it  was  ordered,  that 
we  mould  fall  on  round  the  town  at  the  going  off  of 
fome  pieces  of  cannon  of  ours.  We  were  all  beaten 
off  with  the  lofs  of  many  of  our  men ;  yet  we  were 
commanded  to  go  on  again,  and  were  beaten  off  the 
fecond  time ;  only  fome  of  our  foot  got  over  the 
line  nigh  Pinehill  fort,  and  made  good  that  part  of 
the  line,  till  our  pioneers  came  and  made  way  for 
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ji.D  1646  our  horfe  :  and  by  break  of  day  with  500  horfe  we 
V^yN^/  rr,jt  within  the  line.  In  the  mean  while  Col.  Wield* 
tn?  and  all  his  brigade  were  beaten  off  from  entring 
the  other  iide :  and  our  foot  that  were  on  that  fide 
which  we  iirft  entred,  ran  confufedly  into  that  fide 
©f  the  town.  When  the  King's  men  faw  us,  whet* 
it  was  daylight,  got  within  the  line,  they  all  rati 
off:  fome  ran  to  the  great  fort,  where  the  Prince 
was,  and  the  reft  got  within  the  town  ;  only  fome 
men  that  were  kept  together  by  one  Col.  Taylor 
which  fought  nobly,  and  when  all  his  men  were 
loft,  he  mounted  on  horfeback,  and  charged  clear 
through  our  horfe,  to  the  admiration  of  us  all,  and 
refufed  quarter,  getting  from  us  a  good  many 
wounds.  Some  of  our  Officers  took  pity  on  the 
Gentleman,  and  did  as  much  as  they  could  to  fave 
his  life,  and  difarmed  him,  but  mortly  after  he 
died.  There  was  likewife  one  Major  Smith,  who 
was  Major  to  that  Colonel  which  commanded  the 
men  that  v/ere  in  Pinebil]  fort,  that  fought  moil 
gallantly.  He  and  all  his  men  were  {lain  in  the  fort, 
and  the  fort  taken.  When  it  was  bright  daylight, 
the  Prince  perceived  from  the  great  fort,  that  our 
men  were  got  within  the  line,  and  that  Pinihill  fort 
was  loft  :  he  beat  a  parley  and  fent  to  treat  with 
our  General  *  which  was  prefently  accepted  and 
conditions  granted,  that  the  Prince  fhould  march 
put  writh  bag  and  baggage. 

I  have  heard  the  Prince  much  condemned  for  the 
lofs  of  that  city,  but  certainly  they  were  much  to 
blame.  Firft,  let  them  confider  that  the  town  was 
entered  by  plain  force  with  the  lofs  of  much  blood ; 
and  then,  the  Prince  had  nothing  to  keep  but  the 
great  fort  and  the  caftle.  Perchance  he  might  hold 
put  for  fome  weeks,  and  then  of  necemty  he  muft 
have  loft  all  his  horfe,  which  was  in  all  800  ;  and 
then  he  had  no  expectation  of  any  relief  at  all.  Let 
all  this  be  confidered,  and  np  man  can  blame  him. 
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Befides,  if  all  thofemen  were  loft,  as  they  muft  of  A.D, 164.6 
neceflity  be,  there  was  no  hopes  of  getting  an  ar-  \^y^^ 
my  in  the  field  for  the  King :  and  (as  I  have  heard) 
thofe  very  men  were  the  beginning  of  that  army, 
that  my  Lord  Aftlty  loft  at  Stow  in  the  Would. 

When  the  Prince  was  marched  for  Oxford  with 
all  his  men,  we  were  fent  to  quarters  weftwards  of 
Brijlol.  Then  Lieutenant-General  Cromwell  was 
fent  with  part  of  the  army  to  take  Berkeley  caftle, 
Winchefter  caftle,  and  Bafing  houfe  ;  which  accord- 
ingly he  did,  and  came  back  again  to  the  reft  of 
the  army. 

All  this  time  Major- General  Majfey  lay  with  his 
brigade  about  Bridgewater  and  Taunt  on- Dean,  to  at- 
tend the  motion  of  Lord  Goring's  army  that  lay  a- 
bout  Tiverton  and  Exeter.  Then  all  our  army  ad- 
vanced towards  Tiverton^  which  was  then  a  garri- 
fon  for  the  King  and  commanded  by  Sir  Gilbert 
Talbot.  The  town  being  quitted  and  the  caftle  on- 
ly left,  our  foot  were  placed  in  the  town  and  our 
horfe  were  fent  towards  Crediton  :  then  the  King's 
army  drew  back  further  weftward.  Our  foot  lay 
fome  days  at  Tiverton  before  they  could  get  the 
caftle  :  at  laft  they  got  it,  partly  by  force,  and 
partly  by  treachery.  A  garrifon  was  left  in  the 
caftle  and  all  our  foot  advanced  to  Crediton  *,  fo  that 
we  blocked  up  Exeter  quite  round,  thinking  that 
the  King's  army  would  endeavour  to  relieve  it. 
There  we  lay  for  the  fpace  of  a  month :  the  country 
was  miferably  opprefled  by  the  King's  army,  and 
all  our  men  were  to  pay  for  what  they  had  on  pain 
of  death  %  fo  that  all  the  country  was  generally  af- 
fected to  our  party,  by  reafon  of  the  good  carriage 
of  our  men  and  that  they  paid  for  what  they  took. 
Horfe  and  dragoons  were  fent  to  garrifon  all  the 
ftrong  houfes  about  Chudleigh.  There  was  no  re- 
markable action  all  this  while  and  both  armies  lay 
ftill  5    only  upon  our  advance  towards  Totnes,   we 
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^D.i646furprized  almoft  all  the  horfes  that  kept  guard  at 
J^V^  Bodie-Trqfie,  they  being  fecurely  lodged  in  the 
town,  not  fearing  the  advancing  of  our  army  in  that 
miferable  frofty  and  cold  weather.  There  were 
taken  600  horfes  ;  but  moft  of  the  men  got  away 
over  ditches  and  hedges.  Major-General  Maffey 
was  left  behind  with  his  brigade  about  Barnftable ; 
and  Sir  Hardrefs  Waller  was  left  with  three  regi- 
ments of  foot  and  a  regiment  of  horfe  at  Crediton 
to  block  up  Exeter  on  that  fide.  The  King's  army 
lay  then  at  Torrington,  and  (as  we  were  informed) 
gave  out,  that  they  would  relieve  Exeter,  and 
march  through  that  City  towards  the  Eaft-country  ; 
which  they  might  have  done  without  any  great  re- 
finance. We  were  afterwards  informed,  that  they 
changed  their  refolutions  and  were  refolved  to  lin- 
ger out  that  winter  in  certain  of  their  weftern  gar- 
rifons,  which  were  then  numerous  in  thofe  parts. 

Upon  which  intelligence,  our  General  would  lofe 
no  time,  but  refolved  to  try  by  what  means  he  might 
engage  the  King's  army  to  fight  on  his  advance.  It 
was  thought  fit  that  we  mould  advance  from  Totnes 
near  Dartmouth,  only  to  fee  what  the  King's  army 
would  do,  which  lay  clofe  at  Torrington,  and  took 
no  notice  of  our  being  fo  nigh  Dartmouth,  being  con- 
fident that  our  army  would  attempt  nothing  on  that 
town,  which  was  £o  well  provided  to  receive  us,  if 
in  cafe  our  General  would  be  fo  rafh  to  attempt 
any  thing  againft  it.  There  was  400  horfe  fent  from 
the  King's  army  under  MaprDucrocke  a  Frenchman, 
with  a  command  to  get  into  the  town  of  Dartmouth 
if  he  could,  and  to  trouble  our  army  out  of  that 
town,  as  often  as  he  could.  He  ordered  his  defign 
fo  well,  that  he  got  by  our  army  in  the  night  and 
got  into  the  town,  which  was  provided  before  with 
a 000  good  foot,  townfmen  and  foldiers.  We  lay 
with  our  army  2  or  3  days  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
town  >  and  Admiral  Batten  with  a  fcjuadron  of  mips 
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came  and  anchored  as  nigh  the  harbour  mouth  as  ^.£.1646 
he  durft.     In  the  mean  time  word  was  brought  our  ^Y^, 
General,  that  the  late  horfe  which  got  into  the  town, 
and  the  Governor  Sir  Hugh  Pollard  (  as  I  take  it ) 
could  not  agree,  and  was  refolved  to  put  them  away ; 
which  was  accordingly  done.     The  very  fame  night 
Major  Ducrocke  marched  away  with  his  party  thro* 
part  of  our  quarters,  and  marched  for  Exeter,  with- 
out the  lofs  of  one  man.     The  next  morning  news 
was  brought  our  General,  that  the  horfe  had  left 
the  Town.     Prefently  he  calls  a  Council  of  war,  and 
propounds  the  ftorming  of  the  town.     Our  officers 
were  furprized  at  the  motion,  and  fome  of  them 
fpoke  that  it  was  impoffible  that  any  good  could 
be  done  in  that  attempt.      Their  reafon  was  this, 
that  the  town  was  well  fortified  with  a  good  line, 
and  many  good  forts,  and  had  2000  to  man  them  ; 
and  that  befides,  if  it  were  their  good  fortune  to  gain 
the  line  and  fome  of  the  outer  forts,  they  were  no- 
thing the  nigher  to  gain  the  town  •,      for  that  in 
every  corner  of  the  ilreets  there  were  block-houfes, 
that  fo  well  anfwered  one  another,  with  an  hundred 
and  odd  pieces  of  ordnance  mounted  in  them,  that 
if  they  were  all  now  in  the  ftreets,  thofe  block- 
houfes  would  certainly  beat  them  out  with  the  lofs 
of  all   their   men.      The  General    made  anfwer, 
he  wanted  nothing  for  the  gaining  of  the  town  but 
their  good  endeavours  ;    and  that  it  was  true  the 
difficulties  were  great,  yet  he  made  no  doubt  but 
to  be  mailer  of  the  place  as  foon  as  he  attempted  it. 
It  was  agreed,  that  the  next  night  after  it  mould  be 
ftormed.     Order  was  fent  to  Admiral  Batten  to 
land  500  of  his  feamen  prefently  on  that  fide  the 
town  which  is  called  King/were  fort,  and  to  receive 
orders  from  the  Officer  that  commanded  on  that  fide, 
which  was  accordingly  done.      About   12  of  the 
clock  at  night  the  army  was  to  fall  on,  upon  the 
firing  of  3  pieces  of  cannon  which  were  placed  for 
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AD.  \  646  that  purpofe.  Before  it  was  night,  the  army  of  foot 
v^Yx*^drew  as  nigh  the  town  as  they  could  conveniently 
for  fhot,  and  the  horfe  all  drew  back  a  mile  or  two, 
except  thofe  few  that  were  to  attend  the  fortune  of 
the*  foot :  and  the  officer  that  commanded  on  Kingf- 
were  fide,  had  orders  not  to  fall  on  on  that  fide 
when  the  guns  went  off,  by  reafbn  his  party  was 
weak,  there  being  only  two  troops  of  horfe  and  200 
firelocks  with  the  feamen.  His  orders  were  only 
to  alarm  that  fide  when  the  army  fell  on  the  other 
fide.  At  the  appointed  time  the  fignal  was  given, 
and  the  foldiers  gave  a  fhout  and  fell  on  :  the  fer- 
vice  was  hot  for  the  time,  but  continued  not  long, 
for  our  foldiers  got  over  the  line  with  lefs  oppofition 
than  they  expected.  In  the  mean  while  the  Officer 
that  was  on  King/were  fide  did  according  to  his  or- 
ders, and  when  he  came  to  alarm  them  on  that  fide, 
he  had  better  fuccefs  than  he  expected  ;  for  when 
he  came  nigh  to  the  turnpike,  he  found  the  place 
was  quitted,  and  fb  entered  without  any  oppofition 
from  thofe  that  guarded  that  poft,  and  marched  up 
to  the  fort,  which  was  then  commanded  by  Sir 
Henry  Keane.  The  foldiers  on  the  other  fide  came 
into  the  town  fb  confufedly  and  unwarily  that  it  was 
thought  if  they  had  but  once  fired  their  guns  in 
their  block- houfes,  they  might  have  eafily  killed  all 
our  men.  The  Governor  himfelf  was  wounded  and 
retired  to  his  caftle,  fo  the  next  morning  had  con- 
ditions j  and  fo  had  Sir  Henry  Keane  out  of  his  fort 
That  morning  we  had  1 500  prifoners  •,  great  many 
of  them  took  up  arms  with  us,  and  thofe  of  them 
that  were  Cornifli  men,  our  General  releafed  and 
fent  them  to  their  feveral  homes,  promifing  never 
to  bear  arms  againft  the  Parliament.  To  each  of 
them  he  gave  half  a  crown  to  bear  their  charges ; 
which  took  fo  much  with  the  country  where  they 
went,  that  it  leflened  much  their  affections  to  the 
King's  fervice* 
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The  taking  of  that  town  much  refrefhed  our  ar-  A.D.\6\6 
my,  they  being  before  almoft  quite  out  of  heart,  V^Y%^ 
After  our  army  had  refted  a  week  or  nine  days 
thereabouts,  we  then  marched  back  again  towards 
Exeter^  and  came  to  Chudleigh.  There  a  Council 
of  war  was  called,  and  it  was  agreed  on,  that  the  army 
Should  be  fent  to  their  winter  quarters,  which  was 
accordingly  done  ;  and  moft  "of  our  horfe  were  {tnt 
back  as  far  as  Somerfetftrire^  and  our  foot  were  placed 
about  Cbudleigh  and  Crediton.  Major  General  Maf- 
fey's  brigade  was  placed  about  Barnftable :  all  our 
army  was  fcattered  for  that  winter,  and  fo  lay  ftill  in 
our  quarters  till  we  had  our  recruits  from  London 
both  for  horfe  and  foot. 

Our  General  had  got  intelligence  from  the 
Prince  of  Wales's  army,  to  this  purpofe,  that  there 
were  great  divifions  in  the  King's  army,  and 
that  there  was  a  falling  out  between  the  Lord 
Hopton  and  Sir  Richard  Grenvile  *,  that  the  Prince's 
Council  was  divided,  that  the  Prince  was  intending 
privately  to  leave  the  Kingdom ;  that  if  our  army 
would  advance  fpeedily,  and  take  the  prefent  advan- 
tage they  might  have  by  reafon  of  thofe  diftractions, 
he  might  without  doubt  have  his  defire.  A  Coun- 
cil of  war  was  called  and  the  letter  read,  but  firft 
the  name  was  torne  out.  The  bufinefs  was  debated 
a  long  time :  the  officers  of  horfe  were  all  of  an  opini- 
on, that  if  the  horfe  were  called  from  their  quar- 
ters it  would  ruin  the  army  ;  befides,  they  had  no 
confidence  in  him  that  wrote  that  letter.  Our  Ge- 
neral aflured  the  Officers,  that  all  was  true,  and  that 
he  was  fure  that  the  defign  was  fure  and  without 
danger.  It  was  agreed  that  the  army  mould  ren- 
dezvous, and  that  about  Crediton. 

When  we  met,  it  was  ordered  that  all  our  train 
fhould  be  left  at  Crediton^  and  what  ammunition 
was  thought  fit  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  was  to  be 
C^rriedonhorfes  backs.  Sir  Hardrefs  Waller  was  order- 
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AD.  1 646  ed  to  be  left  with  three  regiments  of  foot  and  one  of 
^V^O  horfe  to  continue  the  blocking  up  of  Exeter.  We 
marched  from  Crediton  with  all  convenient  fpeed  to- 
v/ards  Torrington^  where  my  Lord  Hoptonl&y  with  the 
King's  army.  Our  army  came  within  a  mile  or 
thereabouts,  before  we  were  difcovered  by  any  of 
the  King's  army,  and  drew  up  hard  by  the  town  : 
the  King's  army  drew  up  behind  the  town,  barri- 
caded the  town  fo  well,  and  cut  down  trees  in  the 
lanes  j  that  there  was  no  coming  nigh  the  town  but 
in  one  place,  which  was  fo  well  manned  and  forti- 
fied, that  there  was  no  pofllbility  of  forcing  that  paf- 
fage.  The  forlorn  hope  of  our  army  was  drawn 
out,  which  confifted  of  a  1000  mufketeers,  500 
horfe  and  500  dragoons.  Thefe  advanced  nigh  the 
town,  as  nigh  as  they  could.  Night  drew  on  ;  our 
forlorn  had  orders  to  ftand  and  make  good  that 
ground  till  the  next  morning.  Both  armies  lay  ftill 
very  quietly  till  it  was  about  twelve  of  the  clock  at 
night.  Our  Lieu  tenant- General  came  down  to  fee 
our  forlorn,  and  obferved  the  King's  army  ( as  he 
conceived)  draw  off,  and  made  our  forlorn  believe 
that  the  enemy  was  drawing  off  from  their  barri- 
cadoes.  Prefently  he  commanded  40  or  50  dragoons 
to  ileal  up  to  the  barricadoes  to  fee  what  the  enemy 
was  a  doing.  They  crept  up  clofe  to  the  enemy's 
turnpike  :  they  were  much  miftaken  in  their  en- 
terprize  ;  for  the  enemy  lay  clofe  till  our  men  came 
up  by  them  and  then  gave  our  men  fuch  a  volley, 
that  they  foon  repented  them  of  their  rafhneis.  The 
reft  of  our  dragoons  that  were  drawn  out  for  the 
forlorn,  feeing  their  fellows  fo  engaged,  went  on 
without  command  of  our  Lieutenant-General  to  dif- 
engage  their  comrades.  Our  forlorn  hope  of  foot 
-  feeing  all  the  dragoons  engaged,  thought  themfel  ves 
bound  in  honour  (for  all  the  Lieut-General  could 
fay  to  the  contrary)  to  help  the  dragoons.  They 
were  both  fo  far  engaged  at  laft?  that  they  could 

not 
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tiot  come  off  without  fome  danger  to  our  army,  if  ^.Z>.  1 646 
the  enemy  would  purfue  their  advantage :  therefore  ^^\f^J 
our  General  thought  it  fit  to  have  them  feconded 
with  part  of  the  army,  which  was  prefently  done. 
Our  General  marched  himfelf  with  that  part  of  the 
army,  and  left  orders  with  the  Lieutenant-General 
to  fecond  him  with  the  reft  of  the  army,  if  need 
fhould  require. 

He  came  in  fb  feafonable  a  time,  when  our 
forlorn  was  giving  ground.  His  being  there  in 
perfon  foon  encouraged  our  men,  that  they  fell  on 
again  with  a  great  deal  of  refolution,  and  forced  the 
enemy's  turnpike.  When  our  foot  got  the  turnpike, 
they  made  a  ftand  and  made  way  for  fome  horfe  to 
enter,  where  the  General  himfelf  was  in  the  head 
of  them.  That  party  of  horfe  came  as  far  as  the 
market  place  without  any  great  difficulty.  All  the 
enemy's  foot  ran  out  of  town  to  their  horfe  which 
was  drawn  up  all  behind  the  town.  They  once 
fent  in  a  party  of  horfe  to  beat  ours  out,  but  could 
no  good  on  it.  Our  foot  ran  up  and  down  the 
town  confufedly  to  get  plunder.  Some  prifbners 
they  took  and  brought  them  to  be  fecured  in  the 
Church,  where  there  were  fourfcore  and  odd  barrels 
of  powder.  I  know  not  by  what  accident  it  was, 
but  the  powder  was  fired  and  the  Church  blown  up, 
and  all  the  men  deftroyed  that  were  in  it.  The  ter- 
rible noife  this  made  fo  aftonifhedour  men  that  they 
were  all  amazed,  and  knew  not  of  a  good  while 
what  the  matter  was.  Our  General  efcaped  ftrange- 
ly  at  that  time ;  for  a  meet  of  lead  that  was  blown 
off  the  Church,  fell  on  the  next  man  to  the  General 
and  killed  both  man  and  horfe.  The  enemy  took 
the  prefent  advantage  of  our  diftraclion  and  drew 
off  Weft  wards  ;  which  they  could  never  have  done, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  that  accident,  by  reafon  of  a 
narrow  pafs  that  was  behind  them,  where  three  horfe 
could  not  go  abreaft.     Then  it  being  day-light,  our 

mea 
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4.D.  1 646  men  recollected,  and  being  put  in  order  again,  ex* 
^^V^  peeled  when  the  enemy  would  charge  into  town ' 
but  news  being  brought  that  they  were  retreated, 
order  was  given  to  our  horfe  to  advance  through  the 
town,  and  to  draw  up  in  the  fame  ground  that  the 
enemy  was  gone  from.  In  that  fight  we  loft  about 
3  or  400  men,  befides  thofe  that  were  loft  in  the 
Church.  Of  the  enemy  few  prifoners  of  note  were 
taken.  My  Lord  Hop  on  was  like  to  have  been  loft 
in  the  heat  of  the  fight,  his  horfe  being  mot  and 
himfelf  wounded :  had  his  officers  followed  his  ex- 
ample, it  would  have  been  a  difficult  matter  for  us 
to  have  entered  the  town. 

A  fmall  party  was  fent  to  fee  where  the  enemy 
lay :  they  brought  back  intelligence,  that  the  enemy 
was  gone  with  all  hafte  towards  Cornwall*,  and  that 
their  horfe  marched  fo  faft  that  they  out  marched 
their  foot,  and  that  many  of  their  foot  were  fcatter- 
cd  up  and  down  the  country.  Our  General  would 
not  purfiie  them  at  prefent,  fearing  to  overmarch 
his  men ;  but  prefently  gave  orders  that  the  foot 
fhould  be  quartered  in  the  town,  and  that  the  horfe 
fhould  be  fent  to  reft  in  the  next  convenient  towns. 
There  v/e  lay  for  four  or  rive  days  :  then  it  was  re- 
folved,  that  we  mould  follow  the  enemy  to  Corn- 
walU  and  that  Major  General  MaJJey  fhould  ftay  ftill 
before  Barnftable^  and  that  the  fiege  of  Exeter  fhould 
be  ftreightned  with  more  of  the  army  than  was  al- 
ready there. 

Our  army  then  advanced  towards  Cornwall. 
There  we  heard  that  the  enemy's  head  quarters  were 
at  Launcefton,  and  that  they  had  left  1000  horfe  and 
fbme  foot  to  guard  the  river.  There  was  400  horfe 
and  dragoons,  and  1000  foot  drawn  out  of  our  army 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Bourcher,  with  a  com- 
mand to  force  the  paflage  ;  which  was  accordingly 
done,  without  any  great  opposition*  Then  all  our 
'  army  came  over  and  marched  to  and  flay- 
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cd  there  a  day  or  two.  From  thence  we  marched  ^.P.1646 
towards  Launcefton,  thinking  to  meet  the  enemy  ^V^ 
there  :  but  they  retired  back  to  Bodmin  with  an  in- 
tention to  fight  us  there,  (as  we  heard.)  That  being 
a  plain  country,  and  they  much  ftronger  than  we 
in  horfe,  they  might  perhaps  have  been  too  hard 
for  us,  or  at  leaft  break  through  us  towards  Exeter. 
From  Launcefton  we  marched  towards  Bodmin. 
About  Bodmin-bridge  we  took  fome  few  troops 
that  lay  carelefsly  in  their  quarters,  belonging  to  Sir 
James  Smith's  brigade.  There  we  heard  that  the 
enemy  the  night  before  retired  from  Bodmin  towards 
Truro.  Then  we  came  to  Bodmin  and  lay  there  4 
or  5  days,  to  hear  and  obferve  what  the  enemy  did. 
We  all  much  wondered  what  the  enemy  meant, 
and  why  they  retreated  fo  far  back  into  a  neck  of 
land  where  their  horfe  could  not  be  of  fo  much  ufe 
to  them  as  in  that  champion  country  about  Bodmin. 
At  laft  we  heard,  the  reafon  cf  their  retreating  fo  far 
back  was,  the  fudden  reinforcement  of  foot  they 
were  to  have  out  of  Brittany  in  France,  and  from 
my  Lord  of  Wore  eft  er  who  was  in  Ireland^  and  writ 
(as  we  heard)  to  that  purpofe. 

The  M.  of  Ormonde  to  Lord  By?on, 

My  Lord> 

T  Hough  I  have  been  in  England  now  about  a 
month,  and  by  Sir  Tbo.  Fairfax  his  leave  and 
favour,  almoft  a  week  thus  near  and  fometimes  at 
Court ;  yet  if  I  had  the  greateft  and  fecurefl:  liberty 
to  fpeak  my  thoughts,  I  cannot  give  any  probable 
conjecture  how  the  prefent  diforders  will  be  recon- 
ciled. Yefterday  propofitions  were  brought  the 
King  from  the  Parliament:  but  if  a  man  may  judge 
by  what  is  vehemently  declared  by  thofe  called  the 
Independent  party,  and  believed  by  all  men  to  be 

their 
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jf.ZX  1647  their  intereft,  I  cannot  conceive  but  that  they  as  lit- 
V^V>Jtle  defired  the  King's  granting  them,  as  thofe  with- 
in the  exceptions.  It  is  faid  after  the  refufal  of 
thefe,  which  (it  is  thought)  even  the  propofers  are 
at  leaft  prepared  for,  fomething  more  moderate  will 
be  offered.  But  I  have  waded  too  far  in  things  I 
underftand  not.  I  could  heartily  wifh  your  Lord- 
Ihip  had  come  hither  ;  for  I  obferve  little  notice 
taken  of  any  man,  but  with  exceeding  civility :  yet 
before  this  comes  to  you,  it  may  be  otherwife ; 
tho*  I  have  no  ground  to  fear  it,  but  that  ftranger 
alterations  have  of  late  happened  in  left  time. 

My  Lord,  I  wifh  I  knew  as  well  how  to  ferve  you, 
as  all  the  world  knows  you  meriting  all  honour  and 
refpecl: :  and  that  mall  unfeignedly  and  conftantly 
be  paid  you  by 

Kingftovm,  Sept.  8.  Your  moft  faithful  Servant  9 

1647. 

Ormonde. 


The  M.  of  Ormonde  to  Sir  Maurice  Euftace. 

SIR, 

YOurs  of  the  8th  I  received  the  14th  of  this 
month,  which  was  good  difpatch.  But  I  fear 
three  letters  of  mine,  two  from  Atton  and  one  from 
hence,  have  been  longer  upon  the  way.  I  muft 
in  thanking  you  for  that,  invite  you  to  a  continuance 
of  fuch  correspondence  with  me  weekly :  andfince  now 
I  am  at  leaft  at  as  good  leifure  as  you,  I  mail  not  be 
in  your  debt  for  that ;  however  accounts  ftand  be- 
twixt us  for  many  other  obligations  you  have  upon 
me.  If  you  have  received  a  letter  from  me  by 
Vaughan,  you  will  find  that  the  King  is  fatisfied 
with  the  account  I  have  given  him  in  my  endeavours 
in  his  fervice  5  however  many  of  his  fubjefts,  lefs 
4  concern- 
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concerned  and  lefs  able  to  difcern  things,  are  pleafed  ^-^  ^47 
to  think  of  me.  The  bufinefs  here,  for  as  much 
as  I  can  obferve  of  it,  ftands  thus.  The  old  pro- 
portions, I  mean  thofe  fent  to  Newcajile,  were  pre- 
fented  to  the  King  this  day  fortnight,  as  I  take  it 
In  a  few  days  after,  his  Majefty  gave  anfwer,  where- 
in he  waves  treating  upon  them  t,  but  takes  notice 
of  certain  propofals  of  the  army  as  a  fitter  foundation 
of  peace.  The  queftion  is  now  to  be  determined  in 
the  Houfes,  whether  they  will  infift  upon  their  pro- 
pofitions,  or  take  the  propofals  into  confederation  I 
and  the  event  is  expected  this  day.  The  difficulties 
that  are  upon  the  Houfes  in  my  apprehenfion  are* 
that  if  they  treat  upon  the  propofals,  the  Scots  may 
pretend  the  league  with  them  to  be  laid  afide  4»  and 
if  they  reject  them,  the  army  (from  whom  they  took 
rife )  may,  and  it  is  thought  ought  to,  vindicate 
them.  Add  to  this,  that  the  head  quarters  of  the 
army  is  at  Lambeth  and  we  hear  of  no  Scotch  army 
in  being  •,  fo  that  if  the  proportions  be  infifted  on, 
and  the  propofals  laid  afide,  it  may  with  fome  be- 
come queftionable,  that  the  overtures  made  by  the 
army  were  rather  to  facilitate  the  expulfion  of  the 
Prefbyterian  party,  than  to  procure  a  peace  by  them. 
This  is  all  the  fcantling  I  can  attain  to  in  this  bufi- 
nefs. 

My  expectation  of  performance  from  the  Parlia- 
ment in  the  later  payment  made  me,  with  lefs  cau-* 
tion  than  in  prudence  I  ought,  to  lay  out  the  money 
I  received  at  Dublin  and  here  ;  fo  that  hitherto  I 
am  unable  to  fatisfy  all  the  payments  I  afligned  at 
Dublin  :  but  I  have  now  procured  an  order  to  be 
flrfl  paid  out  of  any  money  that  (hall  come  into  their 
receipt  at  Goldfmilij  s-Hall :  and  I  have  given  or- 
der to  receive  it  as  it  comes  in  what  fums  foever, 
and  thence  to  be  made  over  for  the  difcharge  of  my 
engagements  at  Dublin,  wherewith  I  pray  acquaint 
George  Lane.     But  if  this  later  payment  ihould  to- 

Vol.  I.  JL  tally 
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d.D.  1647  tally  fail,  yet  I  will  fingle  out  my  debts,  or  the  mofl 
prefling  of  them,  and  find  money  otherwife  to  pay 
them.  I  hear  Sir  Patrick  Wemys,  out  of  his  faith- 
fulnefs  to  the  State,  hath  difcovered  a  letter  fent 
from  one  Sterling  to  him,  whereby  Sterling  is  like 
to  fuffer  Martyrdom  for  the  holy  Covenant.  I  wifh 
to  be  informed  of  the  truth,  and  to  be  always  con- 
tinued in  your  memory  as 

Kingflo<wn,  Sept.  Your  conftant  friend  and  Servant, 

21,  1647. 

Ormonde. 


Daniel  O  Neile  to  the  M.  ^Ormonde. 

My  Lord, 

HAvinghadthe  honour  to  wait  on  my  Lord  Digby 
hither  to  Paris,  and  to  have  been  made  choice 
of  by  him  to  ferve  him  in  thofe  occafions  which 
have  occurred  to  him  here,  I  thought  I  could  not  do 
a  more  acceptable  thing  to  your  Lordftiip,  (whom  I 
take  to  be  fo  much  concern'd  in  him)  than  to  give  you 
a  punctual  account  of  all  thofe  paflages  concerning 
his  Lordfhip,  which  have  been,  and  are  likely  to 
be,  the  great  difcourfe  of  thefe  Courts  for  a  few 
days :  for  the  exact  truth  of  which  I  do  engage 
my  felf  to  your  Lordfhip. 

My  Lord  Digby  at  his  coming  from  Rouen  to- 
wards Paris,  receiv'd  the  news  of  Prince  Rupert's 
being  two  nights  before  come  from  the  army  to  St. 
Ger mains.  His  Highnefs  and  his  dependents,  being 
the  only  perfons  from  whom  his  Lordfhip  could  fuf- 
pect  any  refentment,  his  Lordfhip  prepared  him- 
felf,  by  the  beft  forethought  he  could,  for  any  acci- 
dent that  might  happen  to  him  that  way.  But  in 
his  journey  from  Rouen  to  Paris,  there  happen'd 

that 
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that  with  another  body,  from  whom  he  and  I  leaft  A.D.  1647 
expected  it,  which  hath  fince  proceeded  to  a  greater 
height  than  any  thing  between  Prince  Rupert  and 
his  Lordlhip,  and  which  your  Lordfhip  will  find 
intervened  with  that  flory. 

About  a  league  from  Efquye,  which  was  our  din- 
ing place,  we  met  Mr.  H.  Rains  ford  running  poll, 
with  a  great  efpee  de  duelle  au  cofte,  a  flrange  fight 
in  France,  and  fo  much  obferv'd  at  the  inflant  by 
Mr.  John  Digby  our  only  Monfieur,  that  he  present- 
ly fwore  upon  his  life,  that  Gentleman  was  either 
polling  from  a  Duel  or  to  one.  Mr.  Rainsford 
feem'd  to  us  as  much  furprifed  to  meet  the  Lord 
Digby :  unto  whom  turning  back,  and  faluting,  he 
afk'd  whether  his  Lordfhip  meant  to  be  at  Paris 
that  night.  His  Lordlhip  having  told  him  he  went 
no  farther  than  Manye,  he  held  on  his  way,  as  we 
thought  towards  Rouen. 

Having  dm9 d  at  Efquye,  as  we  were  going  to  horfe, 
in  came  a  Coach,  a  footman  of  my  Lord  JVil~ 
mot\  and  a  fervant  of  Mr.  Rainsford's  ;  both  which 
denying  either  of  their  mailers  to  be  there,  begot  fo 
great  a  fufpicion  in  moil  of  our  company  of  fomewhat 
extraordinary,  that  the  Bp.  of  Derry,  who  was  alfo 
with  us,  told  both  my  Lord  Digby  and  me,  that  certain- 
ly it  was  fome  defign  of  meeting  his  Lordfhip  to 
quarrel :  which  his  Lordfhip  laugh'd  at,  and  I  much 
more,  conjecturing  (as  I  then  exprefs'd)  that  it  was 
either  a  fecret  journey  to  Dr.  Wingjione  at  Rouen  to 
cure  his  gout,  or  a  meeting  with  a  banifh'd  Prefby- 
terian  friend,  or  with  fome  Lady  of  honour.  In 
this  belief  we  were  in  our  firft  fleep  that  night  at 
Manye,  from  which  lying  in  my  Lord's  chamber, 
where  there  were  four  beds  a  la  mode  de  France,  I 
was  roufed  by  one  who  had  firft  told  his  errand  to 
two  others  or  our  company,  that  a  Gentleman  of  my 
acquaintance  that  came  from  Paris  defired  to  fpeak. 
with  me  fuddenly,  and  fecretly.     But  before  I  could 
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J. D.  1647  get  ready  and  get  out  of  the  houfe,  my  Lord's  fer- 
vants  had  learnt  from  the  poftilion  that  thofe  that  fent 
for  me,  were  the  two  Gentlemen  who  were  brought 
in  the  Coach  to  Efquyey  and  were  come  back  poft 
to  Manye.  When  I  came  to  the  place  where  I  was 
told  the  Gentleman  expected  me,  there  I  found  my 
Lord  Willmot  and  Mr.  Rainsfcrd.  After  a  few 
Ceremonies  my  Lord  Willmot  told  me,  that  he  had 
travel'd  in  fearch  of  my  Lord  Digby,  whom  he 
thought  to  have  met  at  Rouen,  and  that  he  had  fent 
Mr.  Rainsford  poft  before  with  a  challenge  to  him  ; 
I  enquiring  what  was  the  occafion  he  had  to  quarrel 
anew  with  my  Lord  Digby ;  he  anfwer'd,  that  my 
Lord  Digby  had  written  letters  to  his  prejudice  un- 
to the  Queen  •,  for  which  injury  he  defired  my  Lord 
Digby  mould  make  him  fatisfaction  with  his  fword 
in  his  hand.  Much  amaz'd  at  his  Lordmip's  lan- 
guage, I  demanded  whether  my  Lord.  Digby  had 
writ  any  thing  to  his  prejudice  fince  the  laft  recon- 
ciliation the  year  before  at  St.  Germains  before  many 
honourable  perfons  by  the  Queen's  command ;  he 
anfwer'd,  not  that  he  knew :  I  told  his  Lordfhip,  thofe 
letters  that  he  complain'd  of  were  printed  half  a  year 
before  the  reconciliation,  and  that  they  were  then 
the  grounds  of  his  Lordfhip's  quarrel ;  and  that  in 
my  opinion,  he  did  ill  to  revive  dead  bufinefTes. 
He  faid  he  had  not  k&n  them  notwithftanding,  not 
of  a  long  time  after  the  reconciliation  ;  I  reply'd,  that 
in  all  the  three  Kingdoms  there  was  not  any  that 
underftood  Englijh,  but  in  all  likelihood  had  read 
them  *,  that  I  could  not  imagine  his  Lordfhip  could 
be  fo  ignorant  as  he  pretended  >  he  reply'd,  Sir,  this 
difpute  is  in  vain,  I  muft  have  fatisfadlion  from  my 
Lord  Digby  with  his  fword  in  his  hand :  I  faid,  he 
did  ill  then  fince  he  was  fo  refolved,  to  acquaint  me 
with  a  refolution,  in  which  I  could  neither  ferve  the 
one  nor  the  other,  being  both  my  moft  intimate 
friends  •,  he  faid,  that  he  had  no  other  ways  to  con- 
vey 
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vey  his  defires  to  my  Lord  Digby  than  by  me  at -<££>.  1647 
that  time,  and  therefore  conjured  me  to  deliver  his  ^V^J 
errand ;  I  told  him  that  he  had  already  made  choice 
of  a  fecond,  who  was  fitter  for  that  employment  for 
many  reafons  which  his  Lordfhip  could  not  deny  ; 
he  reply'd,  that  the   Lord  Digby  was  conftantly 
guarded  upon  the  way  with  a  great  company  of 
Gentlemen,  and  that  at  St.  Germains  he  was  protec- 
ted by  the  Queen,  and  that  my  denial  of  acquaint- 
ing the  Lord  Digby  with  what  he  defired,  was  not 
fo  much  out  of  want  of  friendfhip  to  him  as  out  of 
a  knowledge  I  had  of  the  Lord  Digby's  want  of 
courage :    I  told  his  Lordfhip  1  doubted  not   the 
Lord  Digby's  courage  to  anfwer  him  or  any  man  liv- 
ing with  his  fword  in  his  hand,  but  that  I  was  not  a 
fit  perfon  to  bring  him  a  challenge  *,  and  that  I  had 
rather  be  an  engaged  party  than  a  poft  to  go  be- 
tween as  his  Lordfhip  would  have  me.     He  brifkly 
anfwer'd,  I  believe  you  a  man  of  honour,  and  I  de<- 
fire  you  to  convey  to  my  Lord  Digby  what  I  have 
told  you  as  my  fecond;  at  which  TwijfGggeofUlfter's 
blood  grew  warm,  and  told  him,  that  fince  no  rea- 
fon  could  fway  with  him,  I  would  convey  all  that 
was  modeft  of  his  errand  to  the  Lord  Digby,  that  his 
Lordfhip  mould  have  his  fatisfaclion  -,    and  that  I 
would  be  a  fecond,  but  it  fhould  be  againft  him. 
He  prefTed  the  meeting  fhould  be  the  next  morning, 
as  he  faid,  for  fear  of  prevention  ;    I  told  him,  that 
was  the  way  to  have  no  meeting,  already  many  of 
our  company  had  taken  notice  of  Mr.  Rainsford's 
going  poft,  of  his  Lordfhip's  Coach  coming  to  our 
Inn,  his  fervant's  denying  him,  and  my  being  fent 
for  at  fo  unfeafonable  an   hour,  and  by  fuch  per- 
fons  that  the  meflenger  would  not  difcover  who 
they  were  ;  and  that  fince  he  unnecefiarily  engaged 
me,  I  affured  him  he  mould  have  what  he  aim'd 
at.     After  much  heat  we  parted,  having  engaged 
myfelf  his  Lordfhip  fhould  have  my  Lord  Digbf% 
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A.D.\6\7  anfwer  the  morning  after  at  Burdeau  de  Bigny,  three 
leagues  from  Manye  in  our  way  to  Paris  -,  where 
the  next  morning  about  eight  of  the  clock  I  left  this 
enfuing  letter  of  my  Lord  Digby's  to  my  Lord  Will- 
mot. 

My  Lord,  I  mould  have  flown  to  give  you  the 
fatisfadlion  you  defire  by  Mr.  O  Neile,  at  this  very 
inftant,  had  not  the  pafTages  on   the   way  given 
every  Gentleman  in  my  company,  even  to  the 
Bifhop  of  Derry  himfelf,  fo  direcl  a  fufpicion,  that 
"  fomewhat  was  intended  of  that  kind,  that  it  were 
"  impoffible  for  me  to  attempt  the  getting  from  fo 
"  many  obferversat  this  time,  without  exporlngour 
* c  bufmefs  and  our  felves  to  fcorn.    To  the  end  there- 
fore that  we  may  not  trifle  away  our  honours,  my 
opinion  is,  that  the  only  way  to  give  us  a  fure 
"  and  unfufpecled  opportunity,  is  for  your  LordAHip 
"  and  me  to  meet  at  St.  Gc?  mains  upon  the  fame 
fcore  of  outward  civility  and  good  correfpondence 
whereon  we  parted  ;  where  as  foon  as  our  com- 
portment towards  one  another  fhall  have  allay'd 
u  the  fufpicion  now  rais'd,  your  Lordfnip  mail  not 
<c  need  put  me  in  mind  ;  and  I  further  aflure  your 
cc  Lordfhip,  that  fince  your  former  reconciliation 
"  (real  on  my  part)  is  broken  by  you,  nor  feeming 
*fc  one  that  can  intervene,    (ihould  any  notice  be 
given  by  the  jealoufies  of  thofe  about  me)  nor  no 
interpolation  whatfoever  fhall  have  power  to  dif- 
*c  pence  me,  or  excufe  you  from  giving  mutually 
"  that  fatisfaclion,  which  is  the  proper  decifion  be- 
"  betwixt  men  of  honour,  when  once  they  are  pail 
cc  the  feafon  of  efclaircijjements  by  difcourfe,  as  I 
*c  conceive  we  are.     In  the  mean  time  I  reft 
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My  Lord,  after  I  had  left  this  letter  where  my  ^£.1647 
Lord  Willmot  ordered  me,  I  went  that  night  with  ^V\^ 
my  Lord  Digby  to  St.  Germains  •,  whither  my  Lord 
Willmot  alfo  came  the  fame  night,  having  received 
the  above  mentioned  letter.     After  fupping  at  my 
Lord  Jermin\  my  Lord  Willmot  importun'd  me 
much,  his  fatisfaction  fhould  not  be  delay'd,  and 
that  my  Lord  Digby  fhould  inftantly  appoint  him 
time  and  place.  I  defired  hispatience;  that  I  afliired 
him  of  a  meeting  very  foon.     His  impatience  could 
not  be  fatisfied  without  fpeaking  with  my  Lord 
Digby  himfelf,  whom  I  brought  to  him.      At  that 
meeting  the  Lord  Willmot  with  as  much  impatience 
as  before,   prefs'd  unto  the  Lord  Digby,  that  he 
would  aflign  him  a  prefent  meeting.      The  Lord 
Digby  reply'd,  that  he  much  wondered  at  the  re- 
newing of  a  quarrel  after  fo  folemn  a  reconciliation 
above  a  year  ago ;    and  his  Lordfhip  having  upon 
the  fame  aflured  him,  (which  he  did  again  do,  tho* 
not  now  by  the  way  of  fatisfaction  fince  he  was  re- 
folved  of  another  courfe )  that  he  had  never  writ 
any  thing  to  the  Queen  concerning  him  but  by  the 
King's  command  as  Secretary  of  State  ;    that  he 
would  give  his  Lordfhip  a  meeting  with  his  fword 
the  fooneft  he  could  ;  but  it  was  impoflible  he  could 
attempt  the  doing  it  in  fome  days  without  expofmg 
their  bufinefs  to  interruption,  not  only  in  regard  of 
what  had  pafs'd  between  them  on  the  way,  but  alfb 
in  regard  of  Prince  Rupert,  upon  whofe  occafion 
there   would  certainly   be   ftricl:  watch    upon  his 
Lordfhip  ;  that  notwithstanding  if  he  fhould  perfift 
to  prefs  the  bufinefs,  his  Lordfhip  would  comply  the 
next  morning  with  his  defire ;  but  with  this  condi- 
tion, that  if  there  fhould  happen  any  interruption, 
that  difhonour  fhould  lie  upon  the  Lord  Willmot, 
as  having  occafioned  it  by  his  unfeafonable  prefliire ; 
whereas  if  his  Lordfhip  would  be  content  with  the 
time  my  Lord  Digby  fhould  appoint,  he  would  or- 
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r^.JO.i647der  it  fo,  as  to  bear  himfelf  the  dishonour  if  the 
^■^  meeting  fail*d.  Upon  this  my  Lord  Willmot  re^ 
ply'd,  that  rather  than  venture  his  honour  fo,  he 
would  take  the  Ld.  Digbyh  time  at  that  hazard ;  and 
thereupon  having  appointed  him  the  Wednef- 
day  fevennight  after,  at  the  Lord  Digby9s  return 
from  Fontainebleau,  which  was  the  fooneft  his  Lord- 
fhip  could  promife  himfelf,  that  he  fhould  be  difin- 
gaged  from  fufpicions  and  have  a  fair  pretence  to  go 
to  Paris.  The  Lord  Willmot  expreffed  himfelf  fa- 
tisfied  with  this  aflignment  \  fo  that  the  Lord  Digby 
would  promife  him  not  to  give  any  body  the  like 
fatisfadtion  before  that  time ;  for  ( faid  he )  the  in- 
juries you  have  done  me  were  the  higher!:  and  moil 
unfurTerable  that  were  ever  done  to  a  Gentleman. 
The  Lord  Digby  reply'd,  that  he  had  done  him 
none,  but  the  fame  that  he  was  forced  by  the  duty 
of  his  place  to  do  to  the  King's  own  nephew  Prince 
Rupert.  The  Lord  Willmot  anfwer'd,  'twas  true, 
but  Prince  Rupert  would  not  feek  right  that  way. 
|say  then,  reply'd  the  Lord  Digby ,  you  need  not  fear 
that  any  thing  mall  intervene  ;  wherev/ith  the 
Lord  Willmot  feeming  very  well  fatisfied,  withdrew 
the  Lord  Digby  a  little  afide  from  me,  and  having 
faid  fomething  to  him  which  I  could  not  hear,  he 
took  his  leave  >,  the  Lord  Digby  giving  him  thanks 
for  fomewhat  as  he  went,  fo  as  I  heard  it,  faying 
that  he  dealt  generoufly  therein.  I  demanding  what 
it  was  he  thanked  him  for,  the  Lord  Digby  told  me, 
that  he  had  defired  him  to  be  very  careful  of  him- 
felf, for  he  knew  there  was  foul  play  intended  him 
by  Prince  Rupert  -,  which  I  cannot  but  believe  to 
be  the  thing  he  then  faid  to  the  Lord  Digby ,  fince 
fome  few  hours  before  the  Lord  Willmot  told  me 
fomewhat  of  that  nature,  tho*  he  named  not  Prince 
Rupert. 

The  next  morning  about  nine  of  the  clock  \ 
came  to  the  Lord  Digbfs  chamber,  being  fent  for 
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haftily  by  him,  who  told  me,  Prince  Rupert  had  a  ^£,1647 
little  before  fent  him  word  by  Mr.  de  la  Cbapelle,  * 
that  he  expe&ed  him  with  his  fword  in  his  hand  at 
the  Crofs  of  Poiffy,  a  large  league  off  in  the  foreft 
with  three  in  his  company.  His  Lordfhip  told  me, 
that  he  had  fent  away  Monfr.  la  Chapelle  with  this 
reply,  that  the  Prince  proceeded  moft  generoufly 
with  him  ;  that  it  was  true  if  his  Lordfhip  could 
have  provided  himfelf  without  danger  of  interrup- 
tion, he  would  have  been  glad  to  have  waited  on 
his  Highnefs  on  horfeback,  in  regard  of  a  weaknefs 
in  his  hurt .  leg  much  increas'd  at  prefent  by  his 
having  lain  fo  long  in  the  wet  in  an  open  boat  at 
fea  •,  but  that  he  was  fo  highly  feniible  of  the  ho- 
nour his  Highnefs  was  pleafed  to  do  him,  that  he 
would  rather  Je  trainer  fur  le  ventre  to  him,  than 
mifs  of  it  •,  and  that  he  would  inftantly  wait  on  him 
as  foon  as  ever  he  could  get  on  his  cloaths,  and  pro- 
vide himfelf  of  the  company  neceffary  \  one  of 
which  the  Lord  Digby  then  told  me  I  muft  be. 

Soon  after  the  Lord  Digby  fent  Mr.  Bennett 
(whom  he  alfo  made  choice  of  to  be  of  the  party) 
unto  his  Highnefs,  humbly  to  befeech  him,  that  he 
would  not  be  difpleafed  if  the  Lord  Digby  were 
forc'd  to  make  him  flay  half  an  hour  or  an  hour  up- 
on the  place  longer  than  his  Lordfhip  could  wifh, 
in  regard  that  having  no  horfes  of  his  own,  he  could 
not  make  enquiry  for  any  without  hazarding  a  dis- 
covery ;  which  rather  than  do,  he  was  refolved  to 
walk  thither  a  foot,  unlefs  his  Highnefs  would  be 
pleafed  to  fend  the  horfes  he  fuppofed  he  had  with 
him,  to  meet  him  fome  part  of  the  way.     Soon  af- 
ter Mr.  Bennefs  going,  the  Lord  Digby  being  rea- 
dy to  follow,  my  Lord  Jermin  came  to  the  Lord 
Digby's  lodging,  and  told  him  that  it  was  known 
that  he  had  received  a  challenge  from  P.  Rupert, 
there  having  been  watches  kt  on  purpofe  to  obferve 
the  Prince,  and  alfo  who  fliould  come  to  the  Lord 
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4.D.164.7  Digby's  lodging  that  morning;  and  that  order  was 
^^v/"^  taken  to  prevent  their  meeting.     The  Lord  Digby 
told  the  Lord  Jermin  there  was  no  fuch  thing,  and 
that  he  would  willingly  wait  upon  him  to  Court ; 
where  having  gotten  him  private  in  his  chamber, 
and  he  declaring  to  the  Lord  Digby  more  and  more 
circumftances  of  his  knowledge  of  the  bufinefs,  the 
Lord  Digby  finding  there  was  no  other  way  to  get 
free,  told  the  Lord  Jermin  that  he  muft  needs  grant 
him  one  of  two  requefts,  which  he  knew  he  was  too 
generous  to  refufe,  either  to  fuffer  him  to  fteal  a- 
way  to  receive  that  honour  unto  which  P.  Rupert 
had  fo  generoufly  call'd  him,  or  elfe  that  he  would 
be  of  the  party  himfelf.     The  Lord  Jermin  reply'd, 
that  if  he  had  been  engaged   in  this  bufinefs,  he 
mould  have  offered  his  Lordihip  his  fervice  of  his 
own  accord  •,  but  that  as  things  itood  his  Lordfhip 
muft  not  expect  it.     My  Lord  Digby  being  in  great 
perplexity  and  paflion,  told  his  Lord/hip,  that   his 
{viz.  the  Lord  Digby's)  honour  would  fuffer  fo  much 
by  this  interruption  that  he  could  not  defift  from 
prefling  his  Lordfhip  to  be  of  the  party.     Where- 
upon the  Lord  Jermin  with  fome  paflion,  (as  I  con- 
ceive he  had  reafon)  reply'd,  if  you  will  force  me 
to  fuch  extremities,  I  will  be  of  the  party,  but  k 
mail  be  againft  you  ;    of  which  the  Lord  Digby  ac- 
cepting with  much  proteftation  of  his  {et\{Q  of  the 
misfortune,  the  Lord  Digby  went  away  to  the  place 
afligned  with  myfelf  and  Major  Bunkelye  one  way, 
and  my  Lord  Jermin  another.     As  foon  as  we  came 
to  the  foreft    fide,  we  there  met  Mr.  Bennet  with 
Prince  Rupert's  horfes,  who  had  received  him  and 
his  meflage  with  much  noblenefs  and  civility  :    but 
as  his  Lordfhip's  foot  was  in  the  ftirrup,  we  were 
all  arretted  by   the  Queen's  guards,  and  by  them 
brought  back  to  the  Queen,  who  by  her  command 
reftrained  the  Lord  Digby  to  the  houfe  that  day. 
Soon  after  Prince  Rupert  withthofe  that  mould  have 
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ferv'd  him,  who  were  the  Lord  Gerrard,  Monfr.  la  A.D.164.J 
Chapelle,  Monfr.  Guatier,  as  alfo  the  Lord  Jermin> 
were  brought  out  of  the  field  by  the  P.  of  Wales^ 
who  was  that  morning  a   hunting  in  the    foreft. 
Whereupon    publick  notice  being  taken,  and  the 
grounds  being  examined  of  Prince  Rupert's  refent- 
ment,  his  Highnefs  mod  difcreetly  and  moft  nobly 
declar'd,  that  he  was  far  from  making  a  quarrel 
with  the  Lord  Digby  upon  any  thing  he  had  done 
againft  him  as  Secretary  of  State,  tho*  of  never  fo 
much  prejudice  to  him  ;  but  that  this  refentment  was 
upon  fpeeches  that  he  was  inform'd  the  Lord  Digby 
had  publifh'd  highly  to  his  difhonour ;  fuch  indeed 
as  could  the  Lord  Digby  have  been  guilty  of,  his 
beft  friends  could  not  but  have  thought  him  the  in- 
difcreetefl  man  alive,  and  very  unworthy  to  have 
been  honour'd  by  his  Highnefs  by  fo  generous  a  way 
of  refentment.      Upon  declaration  of  the  caufe  by 
his  Highnefs,  the  bufinefs  was  referred  to  the  Lord 
Culpeper,  the  Lord  Gerrard,  the  Lord  Wentworth^ 
and  Sir  Frederick  Cornwallis,  to  confider  what  fatis- 
faftion  was  fit  for  the  Lord  Digby  to  give  unto  his 
Highnefs :    but  they  found  his  Lordfhip  fo  forward 
to  clear  himfelfof  an  imputation  fo  prejudicial  to  him, 
as  that  having  publifh'd  the  pretended  words  con- 
cerning his  Highnefs,  and  on  the  other  fide  his  High- 
nefs fo  generous  in  not  demanding  or  expecting  from 
the  Lord  Digby  any  thing  that  might  mifbecome 
him,  that  the  bufinefs  was  that  night  concluded  in 
the  prefence  of  the  Queen  and  Prince  of  Wales, 
much  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of  both  Parties.      Since 
which  reconciliation  Prince  Rupert  has  carried  him- 
felf  fo  nobly  to  the  Lord  Digby,  and  the  Lord  Dig- 
by  is  fo  poffefs'd  with  his  Highnefs's  generous  pro- 
ceedings towards  him,  that  I  think  in  my  confci- 
ence  there  is  no  man  at  prefent  more  heartily  affec- 
tionate than  the  Lord  Digby   is  to  his  Highnefs's 
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J.D  1647  perfon  and  fervice,  of  which  your  Lordfhip  will  find 
fome  teftimony  in  that  which  follows. 

Upon  the  Lord  Digby's  coming  from  the  Prince 
of  Walefs  lodgings,  and  walking  with  him  to  the 
Queen's  fide  in  her  Majefty's  prefence-chamber,  his 
Lordfhip  whifper'd  to  the  Lord  Willmot ,  that  he 
hop'd  he  would  not  be  ftartled  at  any  thing  that 
happened  that  day,  fince  he  might  be  fure,  that  no- 
thing mould  hinder  him  from  complying  with  his 
Lordfhip  according  to  his  promife.  Whereupon 
the  Lord  Willmot  reply 'd,  that  if  his  Lordfhip  had 
been  a  perfon  either  of  courage  or  honour,  he  would 
not  have  done  any  thing  that  morning  contrary  to 
his  engagment  to  him.  Whereunto  the  Lord  Dig- 
by  made  no  other  anfwer,  than  that  he  was  there  in 
a  place  of  fancluary,  and  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
word  it  with  him.  Soon  after  the  Lord  Willmot 
met  me,  and  told  me  in  very  fharp  and  difoblig- 
ing  terms  to  the  Lord  Digby,  that  he  having  broke 
his  word  by  anfwering  Prince  Ruperfs  challenge, 
he  would  not  have  the  meeting  longer  delayed,  and 
that  if  the  Lord  Digby  did  not  fuddenly  do  it,  he 
would  affront  him  and  poft  him  for  a  coward.  In 
truth,  my  Lord,  I  was  fo  incenfed  at  thefe  words, 
that  if  I  had  not  feared  the  Lord  Digby's  difpleafure, 
I  fhould  have  made  it  my  own  quarrel ;  but  appre- 
hending that,  I  told  the  Lord  Willmot  that  I  would 
find  the  Lord  Digby,  and  acquaint  him  with  his 
importunity.  Before  I  could  find  his  Lordfhip,  my 
Lord  Wentworth  came  to  me  from  the  Lord  WilU 
mot  (being  newly  acquainted  with  the  bufinefs  by 
my  Lord  Willmot  )  to  renew  the  fame  pre/fares ; 
whereupon  I  repair'd  to  the  Lord  Digby,  unto  whom 
having  convey -d  both  what  the  Lord  Willmot  and 
the  Lord  Wentworth  defired  me,  concealing  the 
fharp  expreflions  of  Lord  Willmot ,  the  Lord  Digby 
fhortned  the  time  a  weak,  appointing  Wednefday 
following  (then  being  Saturday)  for  the  meeting 
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near  Madrid,  a  houfe  of  the  King's  within  two  A.D.1647 
leagues  of  Paris ,  nominated  to  me  by  the  Lord/ 
Willmot,  Tuefday  night  being  the  fooneft  that  the 
Lord  Digby  poflibly  could  have  a  pretence  to  go  to 
Paris.  I  found  the  Lord  Digby  troubled  at  nothing 
but  that  he  faw  a  hew  man  (  my  Lord  Wentworth  ) 
called  into  the  buiinefs,  v/herein  Mr.  Rains  ford  had 
been  formerly  engag'd  ;  and  he  commanded  me 
thereupon  to  tell  the  Lord  Willmot  that  he  was 
much  troubled  at  the  engagement  of  more  friends 
in  their  quarrel,  and  that  fince  Mr.  Rainsford  had 
been  fo  far  admitted  into  it,  and  then  at  St.  Ger- 
mains,  it  could  not  be  but  that  in  honour  he  would 
hinder  us,  if  he  found  himfelf  left  out,  and  that 
therefore  his  Lordfhipdidintend  to  bring  another 
witnefs  of  the  action  to  correfpond  with  Mr.  Rains- 
ford.  The  Lord  Willmot  received  this  mefTage  con- 
cerning  Mr.  Rainsford  with  much  difpleafure  and 
{harp  expreffions,  but  upon  my  feveral  times  going 
to  and  fro  about  the  buiinefs,  he  was  forced  by  the 
reafon  of  the  thing  to  fubmit  thereunto ;  and  with- 
out more  ado  I  left  them  the  meafure  of  our  fwords. 
Upon  this  morning  being  Wednefday  the  9  th  of 
0£i.  the  Lord  Digby r,  Mr.  John  Digby ,  Sir  K.  Dig- 
by's  younger  Son  our  only  Monfr,  and  myfelf,  were 
early  upon  the  place,  where  half  an  hour  before 
feven  of  the  clock,  (  which  was  the  hour  afligned) 
the  Lord  Willmot,  the  Lord  Wentworth,  and  Mr. 
Rainsford  met  us ;  where  after  many  civilities  pafs'd 
on  all  fides,  and  the  Lord  Willmofs  and  the  Lord 
Digby's  earneft  intreaties  in  vain,  that  the  feconds 
might  not  be  engag'd  after  the  French  manner  to 
fight,  whilft  we  were  unbuttoning,  the  Lord  Digby 
defired  that  we  would  all  underftand  and  bear  wit-» 
nefs  of  the  quarrel  upon  which  he  then  mould  fight 
with  Lord  Willmot ;  the  Lord  Digby  faid,  that  it 
was  true,  that  the  Lord  Willmot  having  challeng'd 

thim  upon  the  former  quarrel,  upon  which  they  were 
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A.D.\6^y  reconcil'd  the  laft  year,  his  Lordfhip  had  promifed 
to  meet  him  with  his  fword,  and  given  him  an  af- 
fignation  accordingly ;  but  that  fince  his  afTuring 
the  Lord  Willmot  of  that  honourable  way  of  fatis- 
faction,  the  Lord  Willmot  had  given  his  Lordfhip 
fiich  ungentleman  like  provocations,  as  he  would 
rather  have  anfwer'd  with  an  affront  than  with  his 
fword,  but  for  another  thing  that  had  interven'd  ; 
which  was  the  only  ground  upon  which  he  could 
then  fight  with  him,  namely,  that  the  Lord  Willmot 
had  been  author  to  the  Lord  Digby  of  fo  unworthy 
a  fcandal  upon  Prince  Rupert ■,  as  to  tell  his  Lord- 
fhip that  his  Highnefs  would  not  feek  right  of  him 
in  a  way  of  honour,  but  that  he  intended  his  Lord- 
fhip foul  play.  To  this  the  Lord  Willmot  reply'd, 
that  he  did  not  challenge  my  Lord  Digby  upon  the 
old  reconcil'd  quarrel,  but  upon  printed  letters  of 
the  Lord  Digbfs  which  he  had  not  then  {e^n,  and 
for  what  he  had  faid  concerning  Prince  Rupert  he 
would  prove  it  falfe  by  and  by.  Whereupon  out 
flew  bilboes  and  to  work  we  went  a  la  mode  de  France. 
'Twas  my  fortune  and  my  Lord  Wentworth's  (who 
had  firft  profefs'd  one  to  another  we  had  rather 
have  met  at  a  bottle )  at  the  firft  pafs  to  clofe  and 
tumble  together,  where  we  lay  groveling  till  Mr. 
Digby  had  like  to  have  fqueezed  us  to  death  by 
overbearing  almoffc  upon  us  as  marly  a  bulk  as  him- 
felf,  Mr.  Rainsford,  whom,  having  difarm'd,  he  ran 
in  with  both  fwords,  crying  to  Lord  Willmot  to  yield 
his,  at  the  inftant  of  time  that  the  Lord  Digby  had 
hurt  the  Lord  Willmot  in  the  fword  hand.  The 
Lord  Willmtt  gallantly  reply'd,  that  they  might 
take  his  life,  but  that  he  would  not  part  with  his 
fword ;  whereupon  it  was  not  further  prefs'd.  My 
Lord  Wentwortb  and  I  coming  in,  a  motion  was 
made  by  us  for  a  perfect  reconcilement  there,  and 
that  the  bufinefs  might  be  pafs'd  over  in  filence. 
But  the  Lord  Willmot  incens'd   as  it  mould  feem 

by 
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by  the  difadvantage  on  his  part,  refus'd  a  reconcili-#-^.i647 
ation,  and  told  the  Lord  Digby,  that  he  hoped  he r 
would  not  think  that  he  had  much  the  better  by  that 
which  was  to  be  attributed  more  to  his  friends  good 
fortune  than  his  own  ;  whereupon  the  Lord  Digby 
reply'd,thatif  he  had  had  a  much  moreperfonal  ad- 
vantage over  him  he  mould  not  have  been  vain  of 
it ;  and  without  more  words  we  parted,  we  to  Paris> 
and  they  to  St.  Germains. 

This,  my  Lord,  is  thefubftance  and  circumftances 
of  what  has  pafs'd  in  this  bufinefs,  as  near  as  I  can 
remember. 

I  humbly  befeech  your  Lordfhip  to  excufe  me  for 
having  made  ufe  of  another  hand.  The  next  I 
hope  will  bring  your  Lordfhip  the  news  of  as  perfect 
an  agreement  between  thefe  Lords  as  between  Prince 
Rupert  and  my  Lord  Digby. 

St.  Germains  late  at  night,       /  am  your  Lord/hip9s 

Qfiober  9,   1647. 

moft  humble  Servant ', 
Daniel  O  Neile. 

Relation  of  the  Battle  o/Trefton.  Aug,26,  1648. 


T 


SIR, 

HIS  will  give  you  a  final  account  of  Sir^-^-H68 
Marmaduke  Langdale's  employment ;  which 
is  now  ended,  being  a  prifoner  in  Nottingham-caM^ 
where  he  hath  civil  ufage.  You  have  heard  the 
condition  he  was  in  at  Selle  and  Giglefwick,  with 
about  3000  foot  and  600  horfe  the  iph  of  Auguft : 
where  hearing  the  Parliament-forces  were  gathered 
together  and  marching  towards  him,  he  went  to  ac- 
quaint Duke  Hamilton  therewith  to  Horneby  *,  where 
he  determined  to  march  to  Prefton  where  (his  army 

being 
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'-rf. D.i  648  being  numerous  in  foot)  he  might  have  the  greater 
^^/*V  advantage  upon  his  enemy  in  thofe  inclofed  coun- 
tries. Sir  Marmaduke  marched  near  Clitherowe  to- 
wards Prefton :  in  his  march  he  met  with  my  Lord 
Callander  and  divers  of  the  Scotifh  Officers  quarter- 
ed in  the  way,  with  whom  it  was  refolved  to  march 
to  Prefton :  but  for  the  prefent,  the  intelligence 
was,  that  the  Parliament  forces  were  divided,  fome 
part  whereof  were  marched  to  Colne,  and  fo  to 
Manchefter^  to  relieve  that  town,  in  cafe  the  Scots 
mould  prefs  upon  it.  This  made  the  Officers  of 
horfe  more  negligent  in  repairing  to  Prefton^  but 
quartered  wide  in  the  country.  The  fame  night 
intelligence  came,  that  Cromwell  with  all  his  forces 
was  within  three  miles  of  Sir  Marmaduke's  quarters : 
which  he  immediately  fent  to  the  Duke,  and  told 
It  my  Lord  Levifton  to  acquaint  Lieutenant-General 
Middleton  therewith  ;  and  drew  up  his  forces  toge- 
ther in  afield,  and  fo  marched  towards  Prefton  be- 
times in  the  morning,  where  he  found  the  Duke, 
the  Lord  Callander  with  moft  part  of  the  Scotifh 
foot  drawn  up.  Their  refolution  was  to  march  to- 
wards Wiggan^  giving  little  credit  to  the  intelli- 
gence that  came  the  night  before,  but  fuffered  their 
horfe  to  continue  in  their  quarters  10  and  12  miles 
off.  Within  half  an  hour  of  Sir  Marmaduke  his 
meeting,  and  by  that  time  he  was  drawn  into  the 
clofes  near  Prefton^  the  enemy  appeared  with  a 
fmall  body  of  horfe.  The  Scots  continued  their  re- 
folution for  Wiggan  \  for  which  end  they  drew  their 
foot  over  the  bridge.  The  enemy  coming  the  fame 
way  that  Sir  Marmaduke  had  marched,  fell  upon 
his  quarters,  where  they  continued  fkirmifhing  fix 
hours  ;  in  all  which  time  the  Scots  fent  him  no  re- 
lief. They  had  very  few  horfe,  fo  as  they  fent 
him  but  few  afterwards,  which  were  foon  beaten. 
He  kept  his  poft  with  various  fuccefs,  many  times 
gathering  ground  of  the  enemy  ,  and  as  the  Scots 
2  acknow* 
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acknowledged,  they  never  Taw  any  foot  fight  better  A.D.\6$ 
than  his  did.  The  Duke  being  incredulous,  that 
it  was  the  whole  army,  Tent  Sir  Lewis  Dives  to 
him  ;  to  whom  he  anfwered,  it  was  impoflible  any 
forces  which  were  inconfiderable  would  adventure  to 
prefs  upon  fo  great  an  army  as  they  had,  and  there- 
fore he  might  conclude  that  it  was  all  their  power 
they  could  make ;  with  which  they  were  refolved 
to  put  all  to  the  hazard ;  and  therefore  Sir  Marma- 
duke  defired  he  might  be  feconded  and  have  more 
powder  and  ammunition,  he  having  fpent  9  bar- 
rels of  powder.  The  Scots  continued  their  march 
over  the  river,  and  did  not  fecure  a  lane  near  the 
bridge,  whereby  the  Parliament's  forces  came  upon 
Sir  Marmaduke's  flanks.  Neither  did  the  forces 
which  were  left  for  his  fupply  come  to  his  relief, 
but  continued  in  the  rear  of  him.  When  moil  part. 
of  the  Scots  were  drawn  over  the  bridge,  the  Par- 
liament forces  prefTed  upon  him  in  the  van  and 
flanks,  and  fo  drave  him  away  into  the  town,  where 
the  Duke  was  in  perfon  with  fome  few  horfe  ;  but 
all  being  loft  retreated  over  a  ford  to  his  foot.  After 
Sir  Marmaduke's  forces  were  beaten,  the  Parliament 
forces  beat  the  Scots  away  from  the  bridge  prefently, 
and  fo  came  over  into  all  the  lanes,  that  they  could 
not  join  with  the  foot,  but  were  forced  to  Cbarlowe, 
where  he  found  Lieutenant-General  Middleton  rea- 
dy to  advance  towards  F  reft  on  to  the  foot,  which 
he  did  ;  but  not  finding  the  foot  there,  retreated 
towards  Wiggan  where  the  Duke  was  with  his  foot, 
Sir  Marniaduke's  being  totally  loft.  There  they 
took  a  refolution  to  go  towards  my  Lord  Byrony  for 
which  end  they  would  march  that  night  to  War- 
rington.  In  their  march  the  Parliament  forces  fell 
fo  faft  upon  the  rear,  that  they  could* *  not  reach 
Warrington  that  night :  and  Lieutenant-General 
«  Middleton  finding  himfelf  unable  to  withftand  their 
1  forces,  left  the  foot  at  Warrington  to  make  their 
Vol.  I.  M  own 
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y£Z).  1 648  ciwn  conditions,  and  fo  they  marched  towards  MaU 
^s^Y^pas.  Six  of  the  Scottifh  Lords  in  this  march  left 
them  ;  whereof  my  Lord  Traquaire  was  one  :  moft 
part  fubmitted  to  the  Sheriff  of  Shropjhire,  who 
fent  two  Gentlemen  of  that  county  to  the  Duke  to 
offer  him  the  fame  quarter  that  the  Earl  of  <Tra- 
quaire  had.  From  Malpas  they  marched  to  Bray- 
ton  and  fo  to  Stone.  In  their  march  from  thence  to 
Utoxeter,  the  Parliament  forces  fell  upon  the  rear, 
and  took  Lieutenant-General  Middleton.  At  £//- 
oxeter  the  next  morning,  going  to  attend  the  Duke 
for  his  refolution,  Sir  Marmaduke  found  him  ex- 
tream  fick,  not  able  to  march.  My  Lord  Callander 
feemed  to  refufe  all  ways  of  treaty,  but  rather  to 
march  northwards  where  they  had  a  confiderable 
force  and  the  whole  kingdom  of  Scotland  at  their 
backs.  Upon  this  they  marched  over  the  rivertowards 
Ajhhourne :  Sir  Marmaduke  had  the  van  and  was 
marching.  Prefently  my  Lord  Callander  came  to 
him  and  told  him,  he  would  march  with  him,  but 
none  of  his  forces  would,  and  that  he  had  much 
ado  to  efcape  them  :  but  that,  he  was  come  with 
himfelf  alone,  his  horfe  pricked  in  the  foot,  with- 
out a  cloke.  Sir  Marmaduke  perfuaded  his  Lord- 
fhip,  that  it  was  better  to  return  to  his  forces,  be- 
caufe  he  could  not  protect  him,  feeing  the  Scots 
had  left  him.  He  was  refolved  to  fever  and  fhift 
every  man  for  himfelf,  but  to  capitulate  he  could 
not  with  a  fafe  confcience.  After  fome  little  dif- 
courfe,  his  Lordfhip  returned  to  his  forces,  and  Sir 
Marmaduke  marched  towards  Nottingham !,  where 
thofe  few  he.  had  took  feveral  ways,  and  he  got  that 
night  over  Trent  and  came  to  a  houfe  fix  miles  from 
Nottingham  ;  where  himfelf,  Col.  Owen,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Galliard,  and  Major  Confiable,  thought  to 
have  fhrouded  themfelves  as  Parliamenteers,  and  fo 
made  no  refiftance ;  but  were  difcovered,  and  (o 
are  now  in  Nottingbam-m&ls. 
Augufi  26,  1648.  ¥b$ 
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The  Bijhop  of  Deny  {Dr.  Bramhall)  to  the  M. 

of  Ormonde. 

My  Lord, 

Ilntreated  my  noble  friend  Mr.  0  Neile  to  intimate  A.T>.  1648 
unto  you  Mr.  Cullmar's  anfwer  concerning  the  V^VNJ 
corn,  that  fo  foon  as  he  heard  you  were  fafe  arrived 
and  received  in  Ireland,  he  would  do  his  beft  by 
himfelf  and  his  friends.  If  your  Lordfhip  think  fit 
to  let  me  know  the  ports  and  how  I  may  give  the 
parties  aflurance  from  the  Irifh  frigats  in  their  paf- 
fage,  and  of  free  fale  there,  I  fhould  not  doubt  but 
to  be  able  to  perfuade  fundry  of  my  friends  to  fend 
over  good  proportions,  but  rather  out  of  France 
than  hence.  I  leave  the  relation  of  the  two  fleets 
here,  to  the  two  noble  Gentlemen  who  prefent  this 
to  your  hand. 

Yefterday  here  landed  Sir  Tho.  Glemham  from 
Berwick  ;  and  with  him  40  Gentlemen  and  Offi- 
cers. No  Englifh  forces  are  now  on  foot  for  the 
King,  but  400  horfe  which  are  gone  to  the  Earl  of 
Lanerick,  and  fuch  as  are  with  Sir  Philip  Mufgrave 
befieging  Cockermouth.  Carlijle  and  Berwick  are 
garrifoned  by  the  Scots,  but  ill  fortified  and  provid- 
ed every  way.  Cromwell  was  upon  his  way  at  An-  I 
wicke  in  Northumberland.  The  Englifh  would  have 
ftaid,  if  they  could  have  been  fure  not  to  have  been 
delivered  up  upon  a  treaty.  Only  the  two  caftles  of 
Scarborough  and  PontefracJ  are  for  the  King  in  Tork- 
Jhire.  In  Scotland  they  are  by  the  ears  one  with  an- 
other. If  the  Earl  of  Lanerick  have  taken  Ster* 
ling -bridge ,  to  be  able  to  join  with  Huntley,  Seaforth, 
Ogilvy,  and  the  reft  of  the  Northern  Clans,  he  will 
have  a  very  great  army,  and  every  way  better  than 
his  brothers,  with  the  acceffion  of  thofe  2  brigades 
of  horfe  which  efcaped,  and  Monro's  forces  which 

M  2  were 
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J.D.164.S  were  not  come  up.  The  two  parties  were  then  up- 
"  on  a  Treaty  by  the  mediation  of  their  Clergy :  but 
nothing  as  then  concluded. 

Will  your  Lordfhip  be  pleafed  to  give  me  leave 
to  add  only  what  many  fay  and  more  believe;  that 
two  things  have  loft  the  great  hopes  and  expec- 
tation of  this  year  ;  firft,  a  fear  left  the  Royalifts 
fhould  grow  too  potent ;  next  an  endeavour  accord- 
ing to  private  tranfa&ions  to  do  the  work  by  a  party 
fubintroduced.  And  if  I  could  let  your  Lordfhip 
know,  what  they  fpare  not  to  fpeak,  it  might  per- 
chance gain  your  Lordfhip's  affent. 

My  Lord,  I  think  there  are  none  who  knew  my 
Lord  of  Strafford  in  any  meafiire,  but  repofe  their 
confidence  much  upon  you.  For  my  part,  I  wiih 
good  fuccefs  may  ever  attend  you,  and  if  ever  fhe 
feek  to  fly,  may  find  her  wings  clipped  :  fo  prays 

Tour  Lord/hip* S)  &c. 
Delph.  Oa.  1. 

l648-  JOH.   DERENSIS. 

The  M.  of  Ormonde  to  Lord  Hatton. 

My  Lord, 

IH  A  V  E  received  fo  many  infallible  evidences 
of  your  favour  to  me,  and  of  your  defire  that 
the  fervice,  I  am  upon  for  the  King,  may  profper 
in  my  hands,  that  I  fhould  not  embark  myfelf  to- 
wards it  with  fatisfaction,  without  leaving  with 
your  Lordfhip  fome  teftimony  of  my  thankful- 
nefs,  and  an  afliirance  of  that  high  efteem  I  have  of 
thofe  marks  of  your  friendfhip  to  me.  Which  hav- 
ing thus  plainly  and  very  really  done,  you  may 
henceforth  expecl:  the  fruits  of  it,  (if  fo  unpromifing 
a  condition  as  mine  may  bear  the  phrafe)  by  all  pof- 
fible  offices  of  affe&ion  and  fervice.  But  I  fee  by  thofe 

offers 
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offers  you  are  pleafed  to  make  me  by  George  Lane,4.D.i6tf 
that  I  mall  have  more  and  greater  obligations  to  ac- ' 
count  for  ;  there  being  nothing  I  can  more  defire, 
with  any  probability  of  obtaining  my  wifh,  than 
that  the  King  may  know,  I  have  not  wilfully  de- 
layed the  execution  of  thofe  commands  I  received 
from  him  by  the  Scots  CommirTioners  before  I  came 
out  of  England,  and  in  what  condition  I  am  now 
ready  to  go  to  endeavour  the  performance  of  them. 
I  mould  be  very  glad  to  receive  from  him  authen- 
tick  confirmations  of  thofe  powers  I  have  from  the 
Prince  to  refume  the  place  and  authority  of  Lieute- 
nant of  Ireland,  and  to  treat  of  and  conclude  a  peace 
with  the  confederate  Roman  Catholicks  of  that 
Kingdom.  Upon  the  inftructions  I  have  from  the 
Prince,  forefeeing  that  there  will  not  want  fome,  as 
well  of  the  confederate,  as  Parliament  party,  that 
will  be  ready  to  object  againft  my  authority  either 
to  govern  or  treat  -,  and  that  their  objections  may 
have  more  effect  upon  the  minds  of  the  people,  if 
they  mall  fay  the  King,  during  his  treaty  with  his 
Parliament,  had  liberty  (if  he  had  had  will)  to  con- 
firm thofe  powers:  Andthatyour  Lordfhip  may  know 
how  to  move  and  inform  his  Majefty  in  all  thefe  par- 
ticulars, you  will  receive  herewith  copies  of  my  au- 
thorities and  inftructions,  and  of  my  letters  to  the 
Prince  and  his  Secretary,  together  with  the  copy  of  a 
letter  from  my  Lord  Incbiquin  related  to  in  thofe  let- 
ters. But  if  your  Lordfhip  find,  or  his  Majefty  appre- 
hend, any  danger  to  his  Perfon  in  any  or  all  thefe 
things,  I  mall  much  rather  choofe  to  ftruggle  with 
all  the  difficulties  that  the  want  of  them  can  raife  a- 
gainft  me,  than  in  the  leaft  meafure  to  hazard  that. 
And  in  that  cafe,  it  will  be  fufficient,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty be  pleafed,  by  a  letter  in  his  own  hand  to  my 
Lord  Incbiquin,  and  another  to  me,  to  declare  his 
pleafure  in  thofe  particulars,  as  briefly  as  he  thinks 
fit.     Only  that  to  my  Lord  Incbiquin  fhould  have, 

M  3  betides 
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0. 1648  befides  what  concerns  the  bufinefs,  fome  expreffions 
^""vin"— '  of  kindnefs,  and  undertakings  to  perform  unto  him 
whatever,  hath  been  promifed  him  by  the  Queen 
and  Prince  :  and  if  thefe  letters  be  ferit  fafely  to 
me,  I  dare  undertake  they  fhall  never  appear  to  his 
Majefty's  prejudice.  I  mould  not  have  confidence 
to  offer  you  fo  great,  and  perhaps  dangerous,  a 
trouble,  if  I  had  not  received  encouragement  to  it 
from  yourfelf,  and  by  my  obfervation  of  your  zeal 
to  the  King's  fervice  :  and  that  (if  I  flatter  not  my- 
felf  too  much)  upon  the  fame  principles  I  go. 
Which  though  it  was  the  firft  incitement  to  the  ho- 
nour I  bear  you,  yet  you  have  fince  fo  improved 
that  inducement  by  perfonal  obligations,  which  will 
always  weigh  fomething  in  the  fcale  whilft  we  carry 
our  earth  about  us,  that  I  am  (for  all  the  reafons 
that  can  make  me  fo) 

Tour  Lordfhip's 

Havre,  051,  I, 

1648.  mqfi  affeclionate  and  moft 

humble  Servant , 
Ormomde. 

Here  inclofed  is  the  draught  of  a  letter  from  George 
Lane  •,  which,  if  your  Lordihip  find  it  conveni- 
ent, be  pleafed  to  offer  his  Majefty. 


Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  ii  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

I  HAVE  taken  hold  of  this  opportunity,  (though 
in  great  haftej  to  fend  you  an  extract  out  of  a  late 
print  I  received  from  London^whkh.  may  not  be  unne- 
ceffary  for  your  Lordihip  to  be  acquainted  with.  And 

thereupon 
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thereupon  my  humble  advice  is,  that  your  Excel-  A.D.ibifi 
lency  mail  do  very  well,  by  fome  publick  ad  or ' 
means  to  declare  how  Col.  Jones  and  Owen  O  Neile 
are  joined  ;  if  it  be  true,  as  we  have  it  here  from 
feveral  hands  both  from  England  and  elfewhere  •, 
that  it  may  thereby  be  evidently  made  appear  who 
they  are  that  are  joined  with  the  notorious  rebels  of 
Ireland.  The  Lord  Hat  ton  fends  me  word,  that  he 
hath  a  difpatch  for  you  from  the  King ;  whereby  his 
Majefty  hath  wholly  granted  what  you  conceived 
neceflary  to  be  difpatched  and  haftened  after  you. 
Lord  Hatton  having  defired  my  arliftance  in  con- 
veying the  fame  to  your  Excellency,  I  have  by  ad- 
vice of  your  noble  and  folicitous  Lady  fent  him 
word,  that  if  he  pleafe  to  fend  the  fame  hither  to 
me,  it  fhall  be  carefully  fent  you,  and  I  hope  to 
fend  it  you  by  the  firft  opportunity. 

The  Bifliopand  Mr.  Phmcket  are  ftill  at  St.  Malo, 
flaying  for  their  (hip,  which  will  be  ready  within  4 
days  to  fet  fail  The  Prince  hath  the  fmall-pox  in 
Holland  ;  but  (thanks  be  to  God)  in  no  great  quan- 
tity, and  he  is  upon  recovery.  The  fleet  is  there 
ftill  and  will  not  ftir,  till  the  fuccefs  of  the  Treaty 
be  known  ;  which  I  am  very  confident  will  not 
fucceed :  for  the  Houfes  have  lately  declared  that 
they  are  not  fatisfied  with  the  King's  fo  exceeding 
large  conceffions  concerning  Epifcopacy,  but  will 
have  that  article  in  terminis,  and  alfo  all  the  Church- 
lands.  I  am  forry  to  hear,  that  there  are  ftill  great 
diffractions  amongft  P.  Charles's  Council.  The 
particular  quarrels  and  differences  there,  are  not 
worthy  your  Lordfhip's  trouble.  I  wifh  it  were  in 
my  way  to  ferve  your  Excellency,  as  is  moft  paf- 
fionately  defired  by 

My  Lord,  &c. 

Caen,  Now.  x-6,  1648. 

43°- 
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Extraffi  inclofed  out  of  the  Diurnal \  OSt.  27, 

1648,  O.  S. 

J.D.164.%  m  Letter  was  this  day  read  in  the  Houfe,  coming 
^^"^^  XjL  froni  Col.  Jones  Governor  r  of 'Dublin  in  Ire- 
land)  acquainting  them  that  the  Marquefs  of  Or- 
monde was  upon  terms  of  concluding  a  peace  with 
the  rebels  in  Ireland ;  the  Lord  Inchiquin  comply- 
ing, and  all  to  join  together  againft  Col.  Jones  and 
his  party.  That  this  defign  washatcht  in  Englandyand 
carried  on  by  the  fomenters  of  the  late  fecond  war 
in  England  and  the  Scottifh  invafion,  and  mould 
have  broke  out  at  the  fame  time,  not  without  co- 
lour of  a  eommirTion  from  his  Majefty,  but  of  an 
old  date  ;  He  defiring  the  Houfes  would  ferioufly 
consider  it,  and  take  fome  fpeedy  courfe  for  the  pre- 
vention of  that  total  ruin,  that  is  likely  to  befall  the 
Proteftants  of  Ireland. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  upon  debate  hereupon, 
ordered  that  his  Majefty  mould  be  forthwith  deii- 
red  to  declare  againft  the  rebellion  of  Ireland,  and 
againft  a  truce  with  the  rebels  •,  and  to  require  the 
Marquefs  of  Ormonde  to  forbear  his  conjunction  with 
the  rebels  againft  the  Proteftant  forces  j  and  that  a, 
meffage  be  fent  to  his  Majefty  to  this  purpofe. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pie afe  your  Excellency, 

SINCE  my  former  of  if  Oclober,  underftand- 
ing  from  the  King,  that  he  hath  not  any  cy- 
pher of  your  Lordfhip's,  as  you  lent  me  to  write  to 
his  Majefty:  I  have  fent  him  a  copy  of  that  I  had 
from  your  Excellency  •,  becaufe  I  conceive  that  per-. 
adventure  your  Lor4^hip  (believing  that  his  Maje- 
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fly  hath  received  it  from  Will.  Legg,  as  you  told  A.D.  164$ 
me)  might  write  in  it  to  the  King.  Though  it  V/^P^ 
may  be  your  Excellency  may  from  England  receive 
copies  of  what  is  hitherto  patted  at  the  Treaty,  the 
fame  being  (I  hear)  in  print,  yet  I  would  not  omit 
this  opportunity  to  fend  you  inclofed  what  I  have 
received  from  thence. 

It's  advifed  me  by  a  very  good  hand  from  the  IJle 
of  Wight ,  that  the  cry  of  mod:  men  with  the  King 
is,  that  they  are  like  to  be  a  loft  Nation,  if  this 
Treaty  be  not  fuccefsful :  which,  together  with  his 
Majefty's  own  inclination  to  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom, hath  made  his  Majefty's '  concern"  ons  fo  very 
large  as   you  will  find  them.     I  likewife  hear  that 
the  King  fent  the  large  proportion,  (which  though 
voted  not  fatisfactory,  I  knt  you  in  my  former  let- 
ter by  Mr.  Fan/haw)  becaufe   his  Majefty  appre- 
hended,   if  the   Treaty    mould  break  upon  any 
part  of  the  Houfes   propofitions,  he  mould  not  o- 
therwife  have  been  able  to  make  known  what  grants 
he  intended  upon  the  whole.     Many  who  are  at  the 
Treaty  are   confident,  there  will  be  an  agreement 
between  the  King  and  the  Houfes  :    but  I  cannot 
poflibly  believe  it.     For  certainly  the  Independent 
party  and  the  army  will  never  yield  to  have  a  peace; 
whereby  to  take  away  all  pretence  of  keeping  on 
their  army,  which  they  hold  to  be  their  only  fecu- 
rity ;    for  if  that  was  once  difbanded,  the  kingdom 
would  foon  diffolve  the  Parliament. 

I  prefume  your  Excellency  will  make  your  a- 
greement  in  Ireland  with  relation  to  the  King,  as 
what  his  Majefty  fhall  grant  without  your  know- 
ledge, fhall  not  reflect  with  prejudice  to  yourfelf  or 
any  of  your  party.  I  conceive  that  P.  Charles's 
fleet  will  not  put  to  fea,  until  his  Highnefs  be  a£ 
fured  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  Treaty  at  Newport :  for 
if  that  fucceed  not,  the  feamen  with  him  will  be 
the  more  eager  againft;  the  rebels  {hips  s  and  the 

Earl 
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A. D.  1648  j?ar]  0f 'Warwick  and  his  feamen  may  perhaps  aban- 
don thofe  who  will  not  hearken  to  peace  on  fo  large 
conceffions  as  the  King  hath  offered.  Sir  John  Gren- 
ville  is  (I  hear)  defigned  by  P.  Charles  to  be  Gover- 
nor of  Scilly.  Your  Excellency's  deareft  friends  and 
humbleft  fervants  in  thefe  parts  begin  to  be  in  pain, 
that  they  have  not  yet  received  any  certainty  of 
your  fafe  arrival  and  friendly  reception  in  Ireland, 
which  would  be  very  welcome  news  to  this  place. 
By  a  letter  of  Off.  ^  (which  I  even  now  received 
from  London)  one  writes  to  me,  that  there  was  the 
night  before  a  report,  that  the  King  was  feized  by 
the  foldiery  upon  a  pretence  that  there  was  a  defign 
to  bring  his  Majefty  to  London:  It  doth  certainly 
much  concern  many  of  the  Commiilioners  Treaters 
now  at  Newport  not  to  dally ;  for  (I  am  very  credi- 
bly informed)  they  are  by  the  prevalent  party  now 
ranked  in  the  firft  branch  with  the  greater!;  of  Delin- 
quents. God  preferve  and  profper  your  Excellency. 
So  prays, 

My  Lord,  &c. 
Caen,  Ne<urg. 
O.S.  1648.  Cha.  Ledison. 

Extracts  from  London,  &c.  inclojed  in  the  fore- 
going Letter. 

Lond.  08.  5.  1648. 

TH  E  Treaty  (if  it  may  be  called  fo  properly) 
is  now  reafTiimed  :  it  was  at  a  ftand  for  a  day 
or  two,  partly  by  reafon  of  the  faft,  and  partly 
while  his  Majefty  fent  up  the  inclofed,  which  the 
Commiflioners  inftru&ions  would  not  permit  them 
to  admit,  being  fo  tied  for  matter  and  manner  as 
they  cannot  go  out  of  their  road.  You  will  find  a 
pretty  large  conceflion,  when  you  perufe  it,  and 
the  conclufion  will  tell  you  what  acceptance  it 

found, 
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found,  only  it  exprefles  not  the  fcorn  wherewith  it  ^-£.1648 
was  rejected.  I  cannot  be  much  forry  for  it,  hop-  <*-^w^ 
ing  they  are  infatuated  to  their  own  destruction  ;  but 
muft  thence  conclude,  that  nothing  will  fatisfy 
them,  but  the  rigor  of  their  (proportions  or  rather) 
demands ;  fo  that  his  Majefty  hath  a  hard  choice, 
whether  he  will  give  away  his  Crown,  or  let  them 
take  it :  and  which  he  will  refolve  upon,  is  not  yet 
eafy  to  inform  you.  Thofe  Lords  and  Gentlemen 
that  are  with  him,  are  fuch  as  had  relation  to  his 
Perfon  rather  than  his  Family  ;  as  will  appear  by  the 
lift:  which  I  conceive  to  have  been  the  reafon,  why 
they  were  rather  fent  for,  than  others  which  other- 
wife  might  poflibly  have  been  more  ferviceable.  For 
the  Treaty  being  perfonal,  though  they  advife  his 
Majefty  when  he  calls  them,  yet  there  is  no  refem- 
blance  of  a  Council  among  them  that  I  can  hear  of; 
which  I  guefs  to  be  the  caufe,  why  the  Gentlemen 
of  the  Bedchamber  were  rather  fent  for,  than  the 
like  number  of  his  Council,  though  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain, &c.  or  any  other  Family  Officers  had  been 
in  the  number. 

And  now  for  the  field  news  ;  Cromwell  in  pursu- 
ance of  his  victory  is  entered  Scotland^  and  be- 
fiegeth  Berwick  very  clofely.  Some  fay  it  is  de- 
livered up,  and  that  Carlifle  is  upon  furrender ; 
that  Lanerick  and  Monro  are  upon  term?  of  dif- 
banding  -,  and  that  a  Parliament  mail  be  fummoned 
to  begin  very  fhortly,  wherein  none  lriall  fit,  that 
had  any  hand  in  the  Hamiltonian  engagement.  This 
I  meet  with  upon  hearfay,  and  that's  all.  The  re- 
lict of  the  Englijh  army  is  in  Cumberland ;  againft 
which  the  Lancafhire  forces  are  advanced :  what  will 
become  of  them  I  know  not,  but  am  very  forry  for 
their  fad  condition.  The  garrifon  in  Pomfret  caftle 
hath  made  feveral  {allies,  and  fome  with  fo  good 
fuccefs,  as  they  cut  off  the  befiegers  foot-guards  to 
a  man.    I  believe  the  befiegers  are  not  many  and 
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A.D.  1 648  all  Presbyterians',  which  Cromwell  leaves  thereon 
V|/Yv  purpofe  to  weaken  that  faction :  and  fo  likewife  at 
Scarborough.  And  (as  I  take  it)  they  are  fenfible 
of  it  \  which  makes  them  difpute  his  orders  with 
fome  liberty  \  for  which  I  believe  they  will  now 
fmart,  though  Sir  Henry  Cholmley  was  eafilydifmift, 
being  brought  up  laft  week  for  that  fault. 

Mitton  has  taken  the  Ifle  of  Anglefea  from  my 
Lord  Byron ,  and  a  great  number  of  the  Gentry  of 
North-Wales  in  it.  Old  Monro  is  taken  in  Ireland 
by  Col.  Monke,  with  the  affiftance  of  the  old  Scots 
in  JJlfter^  who  were  weary  of  their  new  brethren  and 
countrymen :  and  with  him  the  two  garrifons  of 
Belfqft  and  Carickfergus.  He  was  brought  up  pri- 
soner on  Sunday  laft  to  the  Tower  •,  and  Monke  is 
voted  500  /.  for  his  good  fervices.  Some  think  that 
Monro's  fee  is  far  more  than  that  comes  to ;  and 
that  he  fold,  rather  than  loft,  thofe  garrifons  :  and 
the  prefumption  is  partly  grounded  upon  this,  that 
the  fhip  that  brought  him  over,  waited  a  fortnight 
in  fight  of  one  of  thofe  garrifons  before  the  defign 
was  ripe. 

The  Committee  at  Derby  houfe  have  fent  Com- 
miffioners  to  JVindfor  to  examine  feveral  prifoners  5 
and  particularly  one  Mr.  Holder^  that  was  in  the 
nature  of  an  Agent  here  for  the  Prince,  though  his 
particular  affections  led  his  endeavours  chiefly  to- 
wards Sir  Mar.  Langdale.  I  hear  the  like  courfe  is 
taken  with  Sir  Marmaduke,  and  Hamilton  likewife. 
The  ground  upon  which  they  go,  is  chiefly  Sir 
Marr  Langdale's  letters,  which  were  all  taken  ;  and 
fome  notes  found  in  Holder's  pockets.  It's  thought 
they  will  thereby  difcover  many  of  the  Presbyterian 
party,  both  in  the  City  and  Houfes  ;  which  makes 
fome  labour  tooth  and  nail  with  the  King  to  grant 
all,  and  ftand  to  the  hazard  of  what  may  fall  out 
hereafter.  For  it  is  clear  to  me,  the  Independent 
party  will  not  be  content  with  all  though  they  have 
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it;  their  propofitions  being  fent  before  they  knew  A.D.  1648 
their  own  ftrength. 

> 

London,  08.  5,  1648.  St.  Vet. 

News  is  here  little  and  bad.  The  Treaty  like  to 
break  in  pieces  •,  the  Parliament  and  their  two  fifter 
Factions,  like  Lot's  two  daughters,  both  cafting  a- 
bout  and  laying  heads  together ;  and  all  is  but  to  a- 
bufe  their  father.  They  are  now  debating  the  Co- 
venant with  the  King  •,  I  mean  the  damnation  part 
of  it,  the  fwearing  to  it :  for  he  hath  already  in  ef- 
fect given  them  all  the  contents  of  it  5  but  that  will 
not  fatisfy ;  nor  is  it  enough  to  root  up  Bifliops,  but 
he  muft  make  oath  he  thinks  them  Antichriftian. 
He  offers  them  a  fhort  leafe  of  no  lefs  than  99  years 
in  the  facred  lands :  but  the  Houfes  fcorn  to  write 
farmers ;  and  thofe  that  they  deal  with  will  walk 
with  the  Crofier  in  their  hands  for  ever,  and  entail 
the  thrifty  facrilege  to  their  ilTue  fo  firmly,  that 
not  an  heir  of  theirs  to  the  worlds  end  may  want  a 
moth  to  fret  his  eftate,  and  a  worm  to  tear  and  dig 
up  his  confcience.  The  King  did  but  motion  mild- 
ly to  come  up  to  "London,  and  the  Houfes  took  it  fo 
ill  at  his  hands,  that  he  fhould  now  think  of  being 
any  thing  but  a  prifoner,  that  it  had  like  to  have  in- 
flamed them  into  a  vote  of  breaking  up  the  Treaty. 
They  lie  upon  the  catch  with  him,  and  ftart  new 
propofitions  every  day. 

Cromwell  is  within  a  way  bit  of  Edinburgh ;  two 
miles  diftant  at  moft.  The  Prefbyters  and  he  are 
at  great  amity,  as  loving  as  if  they  were  both  of 
one  fold :  fo  well  doth  a  fcurvy  Religion  and  none 
agree.  It  hath  been  hot  upon  the  Change,  that  La- 
nerick  and  Monro  are  upon  articles  to  lay  down  their 
arms :  but  doubtlefs  it  is  not  yet  ftronger  built  than 
upon^  hopes  and  conjectures.  If  it  proves  fo,  'tis 
no  miracle  :  this  action  comes  of  a  good  family,  and 
Hamilton  and  Lanerkk  being  brothers,  'twere  pity 

but 
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vf.ZX  1646  but  their  prowefs  fhould  be  akin.  My  Lord 
1  Byron's  handful  were  formerly  fcattered  by  divifian ; 
and  now  (they  fay)  by  the  Enemy.  "We  are  grown 
extreamly  cunning  in  managing  our  ruin  :  and 
where  we  want  ftrength  to  oppofe  us,  we  fupply  it 
by  private  diftaftes  and  clafhings. 

Warwick  is  neighbour  to  the  Prince  ;  and  things 
are  fo  prudently  hufbanded .  there,  that  had  not 
Van-But  terbox  ftept  in  betwixt,  the  Prince's  Navy 
had  been  foon  reduced  ;  but  the  Hollander  counfels 
Warwick  to  forbear  in  their  harbours,  and  advife 
him  to  take  heed  how  he  affronts  the  fenior  States. 

Fairfax^  and  his  army  is  yet  at  St.  Albans  ;  and 
hath  fent  for  40,000  to  the  city. 

Whaley  is  gone  to  demand  the  1 1  Members  and 
the  impeached  Lords  from  the  Houfe. 

Hague ,  O Holer  12,   1648. 

The  Prince  of  Orange  hath  commanded  14  good 
1  mips  to  the  fluce :  which  paffing  by  Warwick? s  fleet 
;  on  Saturday,  gave  them  neither  gun  nor  fail,   but 
gave  the  Prince's  Admiral,  as  they  pafled  by  her, 
-  all  their  fails  and  five  guns  ;  which  five  fhe  return- 
ed, and  they  gave  her  two  more.     At  this  War- 
wick is  much  difcontented,  and  defired  a  meeting 
with  my  Lord  Willoughby  in  a  third  fhip,  being  a 
Hollander  :  which  is  consented  unto. 

Newport,  Ofioberjy   1648.     St,  Vet. 

We  mall  to  day  conclude  the  propofition  for  re- 
ligion, and  offer  fuch  a  moderate  Epifcopacy,  Su- 
perintendency  or  Superiorfhip,  or  fome  fuch  thing 
as  they  will  name  it,  as  may  join  in  all  things  with 
"  Prefbyters,  and  (we  hope)  content  them,  and  fave 
the  Church-lands,  and  thereby  the  King's  confid- 
ence in  both  refpecls. 

London  xf,  Oftobtr  1648. 

I  now  hear  that  the  Lieutenant  General  is  ftill  at 
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Edinburgh,  and  that  all  things  are  not  fo  quiet  in  ^£.1644 
Scotland,  as  the  prints  fay. 

The  lofs  of  Anglefey  is  faid  by  fome  to  be  by 
the  fupine  negligence  of  the  officers,  by  others  by 
the  cowardice  of  the  inhabitants.  Lord  Byron  and 
others  are  faid  to  be  gone  before  for  Ireland. 

This  laft  night  Judge  Jenkins  was  taken  away 
from  Newgate  by  a  troop  of  horfe  ;  I  hear  without 
order  of  Parliament :  fome  think  to  confult  with 
about  their  intended  enterprize ;  but  'tis  certain  they 
can  expect  no  encouragement  from  him  for  fuch  ir- 
regular and  defperate  undertakings  as  they  daily 
vent  in  their  petitions.  By  tht  next  we  fhall  be 
able  to  give  a  better  account. 

The  trial  of  the  Lord  Norwich  is  much  called 
for  by  the  independent  Commons  :  but  not  much 
done  in  it,  nothing  having  part  either  Houfe. 

The  head  quarters  likely  to  continue  at  St.  Al- 
lans. The  Commiffary  General  Ireton  is  come  to 
the  Houfe  ;  and  it's  reported  that  he  will  lay  down 
his  commirlion. 

The  Lord  of  Warwick  hath  fent  for  money  and 
provifions,  they  have  but  flender  thoughts  of  him 
here  :  it  will  be  beft  for  him  to  keep  himfelf  at 
Sea ;  for  his  countrymen  of  Effex  threaten  death, 

London,  OSIober  9,  1 648.  St.  Vet. 

For  news,  it  is  printed  as  faft  as  ftarted.  The 
treaty  goes  on ;  yet  few  expect  peace  from  it,  tho' 
the  King  grants  all  they  afk.  The  matter  now  in 
debate,  is  the  excepted  perfons,  who  (I  fear)  will 
not  find  much  favour.  And  after  them,  I  fear 
the  Church  will  be  the  evening  facrifice.  All  this  is 
preft  vehemently  by  thofe,  who  would  be  thought 
his  Majefty's  Friends  :  Gcd  grant  they  may  prove 
fo.  The  Houfes  are  not  content  to  go  fo  flowly 
as  his  Majefty,  (tho'  fome  fear  it  is  too  faft  j)  and 
thereupon  have  chofen  a  number  of  Judges,  Rolls 

Chief 
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A.D.  1 648 J  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench,  St.  John  of  the 
'Common  Pleas,  Wilde  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exche- 
quer, Prideaux  Sollicitor,  &c.  Yet  the  Lords  de- 
mur upon  Rolls 9  Wilde^  &c.  but  to  no  purpofe,  if 
the  other  pleafe.  Sir  Thomas  Widrington  is  chofen 
a  Judge,  and  fo  Iikewife  is  Mr.  Samuel  Browne  ; 
who  is  in  fuch  favour  with  the  Lords,  that  they 
will  needs  prefer  him  to  be  Chief  Baron,  in  defpight 
of  Serjeant  Wilde  and  all  his  good  fervice. 

Cromwell  is  yet  in  Scotland^  plotting  with  Argyle : 
and  the  defign  is  carried  fb  clofely,  as  the  Kirke 
men  begin  to  be  jealous  ;  they  are  fallen  out  of  the 
frying  pan  into  the  fire.  Leuiflon^  the  Governor 
of  Carlifle,  had  fome  more  fparks  of  a  Gentleman 
in  him,  than  Lejley  had  at  Berwick^  who  left  all 
the  Gentlemen  who  had  taken  fanctuary  there  to 
the  mercy  of  the  enemy  ;  while  himfelf  and  all 
the  jockies  marcht  out  with  bag  and  baggage.  Yet 
I  hear  the  other  made  tolerable  conditions  for  thofe 
under  his  protection  ;  namely,  that  all  Gentlemen, 
that  had  been  Commiffion  Officers,  might  go  be- 
yond fea  ;  and  the  reft  have  protections  to  live  at 
home.  Upon  which  terms  alfo  Apleby  caftle  was 
furrendered  ;  and  fo  all  is  at  an  end  in  thofe  parts  : 
yet  at  Pontefraft  the  Royalifts  are  very  active,  and 
would  be  more,  if  they  had  hopes  of  relief.  They 
are  richer  by  three  or  four  months  provisions,  than 
when  the  enemy  fat  down  before  it.  They  have 
made  feveral  {allies,  and  cut  off  the  foot-guards, 
fometimes  to  a  man  ;  which  makes  the  enemy 
now  hold  off,  but  ftill  poffefs  the  town.  Rainsbo- 
rougb's  regiment  was  within  five  or  fix  miles  of  it, 
to  ftreighten  the  fiege  -,  but  were  commanded 
away,  before  they  came  nearer,  to  Tarmouthy  as 
the  order  faid  ;  but  they  faid  themfelves  for  Lon- 
don. 

On  Thurfday  the  5th  prefent,  that  garrifon  had 
a  party  out  on  this  fide  Doncafter^    at  the  place 

called 
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called  Hatfield  ->  where  they  took  40  fat  cattle,  ^.£.1644 
and  Sir  Arthur  Ingram  (no  lean  one)  and  carried 
them  all  to  the  cattle.  The  Tuefday  after  at  night, 
Captain  Palden  beat  up  a  horfe  quarter  at  Hemf- 
worth,  five  or  fix  miles  from  the  garrifon,  where 
he  took  the  moil  of  Captain  Clayton's  troop  ;  on- 
ly himfelf  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  abfent.  And 
about  the  fame  time,  a  party  of  1 6  horfe,  charged 
and  routed  140  of  the  Enemies  horfe,  and  killed 
and  took  feveral  of  them,  with  the  lofs  of  one 
(yet  a  gallant  man)  Dr.  Hall  a  Clergyman,  and  a 
valiant  active  man  in  arms  for  that  garrifon,  whofe 
death  is  very  much  lamented.  What  a  pity  it  is 
that  they  can  expect  no  relief  ? 

Ofiober  23,   1648.     St*  Vet. 

News  runs  fo  low  and  dead,  that  I  can  fcarce 
glean  any  thing  worthy  of  the  poft,  tho5  he  mould 
move  but  once  a  week.  Cromwell  is  returning 
from  Scotland,  where  the  courage  of  that  nation 
was  fo  confonant  to  its  former  chivalry,  that  Fenz\ 
vidi,  vici,  is  all  the  chronicle  the  invader  needs. 
Carlijle  and  Berwick  are  patiently  furrendered,  and 
doubtlefsly  Edinbourgh  too  might  have  been  had 
for  afking.  Such  is  the  prowefs  of  that  hardy  peo- 
ple, that  a  certain  author  is  much  inclinable  to  re- 
late their  doubty  feats  and  valorous  proceedings  in 
a  piece  of  raillery  :  the  ftory  will  not  bear  a  ferious 
mufe.  All  that  keeps  off  the  attempt  is,  his  igno- 
rance of  mod  particulars  and  paflages  in  that  ac- 
tion. It  is  a  wonderful  thing  (and  God's  juft  judg- 
ment) that  thofe  that  fold  their  King  not  two  years 
ago  for  200,000/.  mould  now  be  fold  for  2J*.  a 
piece,  to  be  carried  to  new  Plantations.  You  will 
think  it  ftrange,  that  men  mould  be  fold  in  Eng- 
land :  but  thus  it  is,  I  alTure  you. 

I  do  not  know  (bating  a  garrifon  or  two)  any 
one  fword  drawn  ;n  the  two  Kingdoms,  but  what 

Vol.  I.  N  comes 
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A.D.  1 646  comes  out  of  an  independent  fcabbard  :  fuch  hath 
been  the  diligence  and  watchfulnefs  of  villany,  and 
the  lupine  careleflhefs  or  treachery  in  a  good  caufe. 
The  treaty  moves  on,  and  fuccefles  have  made 
it  no  longer  a  treaty,  but  a  peremptory  demand  to 
fign  proportions.  The  King  is  fufTered  to  argue 
particulars  :  but  he  cannot  abate  a  fcruple  of  the 
full  article,  nor  take  off  the  leaft  atom  from  the 
whole  bulk :  if  he  but  offer  to  pare  away  any 
thing,  tho'  of  never  fo  mean  concernment,  his  an- 
fwers  are  prefently  voted  null  and  unfatisfactory. 
This  treaty  poilibly  may  conclude  :  but  monarchy 
and  religion  muft  then  conclude  with  it.  The 
King  (they  fay)  is  in  a  fair  way  to  grant  all. 

The  late  fuccerTes  have  imboldened  their  ufurpers 
at  Oxford,  to  enter  upon  the  preferments  in  Colle- 
ges there. 

Paris,  Oftober  17,   1648. 

What  I  foretold  in  my  laft  of  the  people's  being  ill 
fatisfied  with  the  Parliament,  hath  now  been  mani- 
fefted  by  their  coming  in  a  tumultuary  way,  and 
laying  violent  hands  upon  fome  of  the  Prefidents, 
(who  narrowly  efcaped  their  fury)  and  crying  aloud 
for  juftice  :  whereby  they  have  conftrained  them  at 
their  next  meeting  to  give  an  arreft  for  the  abate- 
ment of  58  fols  upon  the  entry  of  every  muid  of 
wine,  and  have  reduced  another  imposition  of  1 6 
denier s  four  livre  to  30  fblz  only  upon  every  muid, 
end  are  now  taking  down  the  price  of  wood  and 
coal ;  and  this,  notwithstanding  the  Queen  Re- 
gent fent  them  pofitive  word,  fhe  would  not  con- 
fen  t  to  the  abatement  upon  the  whole  city  of  Paris 
of  above  twelve  hundred  thoufand  Livres,  which 
the  Parliament  have  already  far  exceeded. 

At  Court,  (which  is  now  fettled  at  St.  Germains 
for  all  this  winter)  the  birth  of  a  third  daughter  to 
the  Duke  of  Orleans  hath  for  the  prefent  filenced 
his  demand  of  the  Admiralty  :    initead  of  which 

-1  he 
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he  pretends  to  the  Sovereignty  of  Roujfillon^  ahd^-£>;i64^ 
the  Prince  of  Conde,  befides  the  Admiralty,  ex-  'S^V^ 
peels  to  be  Sovereign  of  the  Dutchy  of  Bourbon^ 
and  Governor  of  their  new  conquefts  upon  the 
Meufe,  infomuch,  that  at  one  of  the  late  confe- 
rences, the  Prince  uMrig  high  language  in  defence, 
of  royal  authority,  one  of  th^  Parliament  Com- 
miffioners  replied,  it  was  they  and  not  the  Parlia- 
ment that  diminifhed  it.  So  that  we  are  here  in 
poffibility  of  feeing  the  Princes  of  the  blood  fharers 
in  the  Crown,  and  the  Parliament  fervants  to  the 
People. 

The  fiege  of  Guife  proved  not  true  :  and  the 
French  army,  thin  in  numbers,  is  for  the  moft  part 
retired  into  garrifons,  in  confidence  that  this  declin- 
ing feafon  of  the  year  will  fecure  them  from  any 
great  undertaking  of  the  enemy. 

The  Gens  du  Roy  are  newly  returned  from  St; 
Gerwains,  with  the  confent  of  the  Queen  Regent*, 
for  the  abating  two  millions  a  year  upon  the  City  of 
Paris,  to  be  taken  off  as  the  Parliament  fhall  find 
moft  reafonable,  fo  that  it  is  thought  buiinefs  will 
fettle  in  an  accommodation. 

The  Emperor  hath  confented  to  fign  the  treaty 
for  the  fettlement  of  the  Empire. 

Galeret  Pignerandas  (Secretary)  palling  lately  by 
this  town  from  Munfter  into  Spain,  had  feverai 
private  conferences  with  Cardinal  Mazarin. 

Hague t  OSlobcr  5,   1 648. 

On  1'hurfday  night  laft  came  to  Rotterdam  Sir 
ifho.  Glenbam,  Sir  John  Marloe,  and  80  Gentlemen 
more  who,  came  from  Berwick  the  Friday  before; 
and  tell  us  that  Lodowicke  Le/ley  the  Governor  very 
civilly  told  them,  that  it  would  much  trouble  him', 
to  be  forced  to  deliver  them,  in  cafe  the  Eftates  of 
Scotland  enjoin  him  to  give  up  the  town  to  fuch  as 
thev  mould  appoint  >   which  he  feared.    Where- 

N   2  upon1 
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J.I).  1 648  upon  they  fent  a  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Lanericke  to 
V^-y^/  come  into  S  co  I  land,  who  allured  them  it  was  not 
fafe  for  them  fo  to  do  ;  which  caufed  their  voyage 
hither.  They  fay  the  Earl  of  Lanericke  is  march- 
ed with  Monroe  with  6000  horfe  and  3000  foot  ; 
3000  of  the  horfe  being  excellent  good,  as  Sir 
Gervais  Lucas  doth  afTure  us,  who  came  yefterday 
from  them.  Thefe  marched  to  Sterling,  where 
they  fell  upon  Argyle,  killed  150  of  his  men,  de- 
feated the  reft,  and  now  looks  upon  David  Lejley 
who  marched  towards  him  from  Edinburgh  with 
13000  men,  but  moil:  unarmed,  and  have  fent  to 
him  to  retreat.  Cromwell  is  yet  before  Berwick  : 
Lanericke  keeps  Sterling,  and  the  ifllie  you  muft 
have  by  the  next, 

WarvSick  doth  what  he  can  to  inveigle  the  Prince's 
feamen  to  him,  by  cafling  papers  amongft  them 
of  large  offers  and  promifes  of  pardon  and  indem- 
nity :  but  all  will  not  do  ;  for  they  are  cordial  and 
cheerful. 

Paris,  Ottoher  20,   1648. 

We  have  here  news,  that  for  certain  Cromwell 
and  Argile  (being  joined  in  Scotland  near  Edin- 
bourgh)  are  agreed  with  Lanericke  •,  and  that  they 
have  there  indited  or  called  a  new  Parliament  :  the 
which  Arjryle  and  the  independent  part  of  the  Clergy 
there,  refoive  to  make  of  their  faction,  and  Crom- 
mell  fcays  thereabouts  to  give  countenance  to  it. 

The  news  of  the  Pope's  Nuncio's  being  warned 
to  quit  Ireland  within  1 5  days,  hath  rendered  that 
party  in  this  city  much  out  of  countenance. 

The  Queen  Regent  hath  (at  the  importunity 
and  tumults  of  Paris)  remitted  two  millions  of 
Livres  payable  by  the  Parifians  on  the  wine  im- 
ported thither ;  which  for  the  prefent  quieted 
them  ;  but  they  begin  again  to  call  eagerly  for  the 
King's  return  thither. 

Lord 
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^£.1643 

Lord  Hatton  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency^ 

YOUR  Letters  of  the  26th  of  September  and 
of  the  1  ft  of  Oftober  laft,  may  have  feemed 
like  corn  thrown  away  or  lodged  in  the  grave.  But 
this  paper  comes  to  prefent  your  Excellency  with 
their  harveft  and  refurreclion,  to  fend  your  Excellen- 
cy verbal  and  yet  real  expreflions  of  that  excefs  of 
joy  I  conceived  upon  your  acceptance  of  the  tender 
of  my  fervices,  and  the  encreafe  of  it  upon  the 
return  of  fome  commands  from  you  (of  which  I 
confefs  myfelf  paflionately  ambitious)  and  the  care 
that  you  are  pleafed  to  take  of  my  fafety,  which 
makes  me  flatter  my  felf,  that  your  Excellency 
may  efteem  me  (in  the  leaft  degree)  ufeful  to  you 
in  future.  Each  of  thefe  were  too  large  a  field 
for  me  to  enter,  who  much  more  prefer  the  leaft 
of  your  Excellency's  occafions  than  whatever  may 
concern  myfelf,  and  had  rather  be  adjudged  unce- 
remonious, (for  a  higher  brand  my  aclions  fhall  ne- 
ver permit)  than  for  my  private  advantage  defraud 
the  publick  of  the  benefit  it  receives  by  each  mi- 
nute of  your  time.  To  haften  then  to  that  account 
is  due  to  your  Excellency  :  I  have  performed  all 
your  commands,  fave  one,  and  that  is  the  care  of 
my  own  fafety :  and  I  muft  crave  your  pardon,  if 
I  cannot  conquer  myfelf  to  fubmit  to  that,  when 
your  fervice  is  in  competition.  My  journey  failing, 
I  applied  myfelf  by  all  means  poftible  to  compafs 
your  Excellency's  defires,  and  I  found  myfelf  fo 
ftreightened  by  the  confideration  of  the  perfon  I 
had  to  deal  with,  and  the  want  of  a  Cypher,  that 
I  was  conftrained  to  adventure  bare-faced,  and  put 
my  name  to  it ;  and  then  to  caft  myfelf  upon  thofe 
perfons  with  whom  I  durft  truft  my  life.     But 
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u4.D.i648aflure  your  Excellency  in  the  faith  of  a  Chriftian,  I 
\g*\p%j  did  not  difcourfe  to  them  the  lead  circumftance  that 
might  have  reflection  upon  your  perfon  or  affairs  ; 
but  they  did  then,  and  do  ftill,  believe  it  was  that 
which  concerned,  myfelf  in  the  higheft  meafure  n, 
and  in  my  fenfe  they  are  not  deceived,  for  fo  I  juftly 
eftimate  my  obedience  and   performance   of  your 
Excellency's  commands.     The  copy  of  the  letter  I 
fent  I  have  here  enclofed,  together  with  the  anfwer 
to  a  tittle  >  that  you  may  fee  I  was  not  fo  bold  to 
intermix  any  thing  with   your  weighty  affairs,  nor 
made  your  fervice  a  pretence  to  gain  advantage  to 
act  the  lead  particular  that  might  concern  myfelf. 
I  hope  I  did  not  miftake  in  reprefenting  the  fub- 
fiance  of  what  I  fent  at  large  in  the  paper  your 
Excellency  tranimitted  to  me,   and   which  I  fent 
whither  I   could  not  go ;   and  to  the  heft  of  my 
apprehenfion,  I  did  rightly  ftate  your  defires.   And 
by  all  that  comes  back  to   my  view,  the  party  to 
whom  I  writ,  doth  fully  comprehend  your  affairs^ 
and  readily  grant  all  you  dented.     I  am  confident, 
the  letter  from  him  will  be  to  your  Excellency's 
fatisfection  :    and  I  prefume  there  is  that  other 
within  it,  which  was  dented  for  that  loyal,  tha'  in- 
jured  perfon,  that  I  prefume   is   now   with  your 
Excellency,    purfuing  the  fame   ends.     And  that 
your  Excellency  may  fee  none  fhall  be  left  out  of 
my  fervice,  that  are  within  your  care,    I  have  ob- 
tained the  fignature  and  return  into  my  hands  of 
thofe  letters  which  concern  the  noble  Knight,  and 
your  Excellency's  faithful  and    diligent   fervant  * 
towards  both  which  you  were  pleafed  to  command 
my  fervice.     When  I  had  run  thro*  all  the  difficul- 
ties in  getting   them  into   my  porTeflion,  I  found 
fomehow  to  convey  them   to  your  Excellency  with 
that  fpeed  in   (my  thoughts)  they  required  :  an-d 
finding  no  opportunity  here,  or  poffibility  to  make 
fnty  I  tppkj  the  bojdnefs  (by  ar*  intimate  friend  of 

mine, 
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mine,  where  your  noble  and  virtuous  Lady  refides)^-^-1^8 
to  acquaint  her  that  I  had  letters  for  your  Excel-  V^"V">-- 
lency  of  fome  importance,    and  humbly  befought 
her  affiftance  in  advice  arid  direction  to  fpeed  them 
with  fafety  to   your   hands.     Her  Ladyfhip,  with 
an  affectionate   nobknefs   to  your  Excellency  and 
the  publick,  fent  me  commands  to  convey  them  to 
her,  who  was  pleafed  to  undertake  their  further 
journey  with  care  and  fecrecy.     And  now  (may  it 
pleafe  your  Excellency)  I  deliver  them  as  a  tender 
parent  would  his  affected  child,  attended  with  moil 
affectionate  wifhes,    that   they  may  arrive  fafe   to 
kifs  your  hands.     In  this  degenerate  age,   (my felf 
in  the  condition  of  a  banilried  man  and  neglected 
call  fervant,  and  your  Excellency  in  a  flourifning, 
and  I  hope  encreafing  eftate)  there  want  not  {lan- 
ders by,  that,  if  they  knew  them,  would  fuggeft 
my  fervices,  flatteries  to  you,   and   advantages  to 
myfelf :  but  my  own  innocency  and  your  noble 
heart  free  me  from  the  jealoufy  or  fear  of  fuch  a 
cenfure  from  your  hreait.     For  know  (my  dearefl 
Lord)   I    ferve    your   perfon,    not   your  fortune, 
which  yet  I  wifh  anfwerable  to   your  deferts.     I 
look  upon  you  as  a  perfon  born  (I  hope,  and  verily 
believe)  not  only  for  a  bleding  to  that  kingdom 
where    you  are.     Where  I  love  not,  or  am  not 
loved,  I  have  ever  taken  fo  much  liberty  to  neg- 
lect, that  in  my  own  bread  (and  I  hope  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  world)  I  cannot  be  guilty  of  flattery  in 
paying  my  duty.     I  have  now    learned   here,    by 
two  years  neglect  and  want  of  friends,  to  value  fo 
great  an  honour  and  happinefs  as  your  Excellency's 
friendfhip :  and  let  me  affure  your  Excellency  in  a 
plain  Englim  expreflion  (in  good  faith)  the  Monarch, 
in  whofe  territories  I  live  in,  cannot  beflow  upon 
me  (even  in  my  prefent  condition)  a  more  accepta- 
ble prefent  than   your  Excellency  hath  bellowed 
upon  me,  that  in  your  opinion,  I  ferve  my  Mailer 
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AD,  164$? upon  the  fame  principles  you  go.  Were  there  no 
S^Y^  other  exprefTion  in  the  honour  of  your  letter  to  me, 
I  would  tranfmit  it  with  my  evidences  to  pofterity  ; 
and  I  hope  my  Ton  will  (hare  with  me  in  the  con- 
tent and  delight  in  fuch  a  character  beftowed  upon 
me  by  your  Excellency's  pen.  I  hope  the  infirmi- 
ties or  weaknefles,  wherewith  I  have  ferved  you, 
{hall  not  deprive  me  of  the  honour  and  pleafure  of 
your  further  commands  •,  I  mall  engage  myfelf  to 
your  Excellency  for  diligence,  fecrecy,  and  inte- 
grity. And  I  dare  boldly  fay,  befides  the  perion 
to  whom  I  writ,  and  whofe  letters  I  return  to 
your  Excellency  •,  no  perfbn  either  in  that  Court 
or  this  knows  the  leaft  part  of  thefe  tranfactions, 
nor  fhall  ;  for  whatever  becomes  of  me,  I  mail 
take  care  all  your  commands  fhall  by  me  be  car- 
ried, as  becomes  affairs  of  that  weight,  in  times 
of  fo  much  peril.  I  prefume  Mr.  Lane  will  eafe 
your  Excellency  of  the  trouble  of  thefe  inclofed  in 
cypher,  which  I  am  confident  your  Excellency  will 
ludge  was  not  to  be  avoided  ;  flnce,  if  I  had  not 
Tent  you  thefe  copies,  I  had  not  dealt  with  that 
clearnefs  and  opennefs  as  becomes  me  to  your  Ex-^ 
cellency,  whofe  eyes  I  heartily  wifh  could  read  the 
characters  of  my  heart.  Though  unwillingly,  I 
fhall  now  give  over  (for  your  eafe)  the  honour  and 
delight  I  have  in  this  prefent  converfation.  :  and  I 
cannot  do  it  to  my  content  without  promiung  my- 
felf fuccefs  in  my  humble  fuit  to  your  Excellency, 
that  only  my  infidelity  or  negligence  fhall  difcard 
me  from  your  fervice  ;  and  then  I  fhall  go  confix 
dently  on,  and  pray  Almighty  God  to  beftow  up- 
on you  and  your  ways  as  many  bleifings,  as  can  be 
qonceivecj  by  the  heart,  or  uttered  by  the  tongue, 
of 

Par%fC  "*  r°2r  #«&»0*i  &c« 
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The  Kings  Letter  inclofed. 

Newport,  in  the  ljle  of  Wight,  Off.  28,  1648. 

ORMONDE, 
EST  you  might  be  mifled  by  falfc  reports,  I 


have  thought  fit  by  this  to  tell  you  my  true 
condition.  I  am  here  in  a  treaty,  but  fuch  a  one, 
as  if  I  yield  not  to  all  that  is  propofed  to  me,  I 
muft  be  a  clofe  prifoner,  being  {till  under  reftraint. 
Wherefore  I  muft  command  you  two  things ; 
fir  ft  to  obey  all  my  Wife's  commands  ;  then  not 
to  obey  any  command  of  mine,  until  I  fend  you 
word  that  I  am  free  from  reftraint.  Laftly,  be 
not  ftartled  at  my  great  conceflions  concerning  Ire- 
land, for  that  they  will  come  to  nothing. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

UNderftanding  even  now  of  this  conveyance  by 
a  fure  means  from  Havre  de  Grace,  I  have 
prefumed  to  fend  you  inclofed  a  duplicate  of  my 
former,  fent  by  the  way  of  S.  Malo,  by  Mr.  Fan- 
(haw,  who  writes  ^o  me  that  he  is  ready  to  go  from 
thence  for  Wexford  in  a  frigat,  in  company  with 
Mr.  Plunket  the  Lawyer,  and  of  a  Catholick  Irifh 
Bifhop,  whofe  name  is  French,  being  both  lately 
come  from  Rome.     But  I  have  this  day  written  to 
Mr.  Fan/haw,   to  advife  him  by  no  means  to  go  in 
that  company,  or  for  Wexford,  left  when  he  comes 
there,  he  be  detained,  and  his  letters  taken  from 
him.     I  hope  if  my  letter  comes  time  enough  to 
him,  it  will  divert  him,  and  make  him  either  take 
fome  other  veffel  where  he  is,  or  come  to  feek  his 

paflage 
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^.#.i648paflageat  Havre,  where  there  is  now  a  fhip  that 
v-OTw'  ftays  but  for  a  wind. 

Mr.  Fan/haw  writes  to  me,    that  Father  Bret, 
(who  is  well  affected   to   the  King,  and   chief  of 
the  Englifh  Monaftery  at  S.  Malo)  having  fpoken 
with  the  faid  Bifhop  and  Mr.  Plunket,    tells  him, 
that  they  expect:  to  have  in  Ireland  liberty  of  Re- 
ligion, i.  e.  to  have  Catholick  Biihops,  Deans  and 
Chapters,  and  all  benefices  in  their  own  quarters  ; 
and  that  in  the  reft  toleration  be  mutual :    which 
granted   by  Prince  Charles,    and  cautionary  towns 
given  them  for  their  fecurity  therein,    untill  th^ 
King  can  confirm  the  fame,  then  they  fay  P.  Charles 
in  his  Father's  right  mail  enjoy  all  honours  and 
fupport,    due  and   fitting  for  the  Crown.     This 
(fays  Mr.   Fan/haw)    Father  Bret  wifhes  may  be 
done  fuddenly  and  complied  with,  becaufe  there  is 
certain  advertifement  come  ffays  he)  that  Owen  O 
Neile,    Col.  Jones  and  Monke  are  now  avowedly 
joined,    and  Lieutenant  General  Crommell  (as  he 
conceives)  lingers  in  Scotland  to  pour  in  a  force  that 
way  upon  the  fame  combination.     Father  Bret  alfo 
to  Mr.  Fan/haw    touched  fomething    concerning 
having    an    Iriih   (at   leafl:  a  Catholick)  Deputv  « 
which  he   faid  would  be  moil  acceptable  to  the 
party  of  0  Neile  \  and  that  Prince  Charles's  rpee- 
dy  perfonal  repair  to  Ireland  would  be  by  them 
very  much  infifted  on.     This  is  what  Mr.  Fan/haw 
writes  he  had  from  F.  Bret ;  but  he  intended  to  fee 
and  fpeak  himfelf  with  the  Bifhop  and  Mr.  Plunket  -% 
and  by  the  next  I  expect  to  hear  more  of  this  from 
him.     In  the  mean  time  I  held  it  neceflary  to  lay 
hold  of  this  opportunity  to  advertife  your  Excel- 
lency of  what  (he  faith;  fell  from  Father  Bret,   that 
you  may  make  ufe  of  it  for  your  advantage  in  the 
King's  fervice :  and  I  hope  you  have  by  this  time  fo 
fully  and  firmly  concluded  a  peace  there  with  thofe 
who  are  bell  affe&ed  to  the  King3  as  all  the  con- 
junctions. 
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junftions  and  defigns  of  bad  Catholicks  and  of  the  A.D.ibfi 
Proteftants  fhall  be  prevented.  v^ryx-/ 

As  for  P.  Charks,  it  is  ftill  advertifed  from  Paris 
and  Holland,  that  he  fhall  winter  in  Jerfey :  to 
which  purpofe  directions  are  fent  him  to  put  off  as 
many  of  his  followers  as  he  can  fpare.  And  by  my 
laft  from  Paris  I  have  it,  that  the  Queen  is  alio 
leffening  her  train  :  and  that  if  fhe  fhall  be  able  to 
fecure  to  herfelf  the  payment  of  what  is  allowed  her 
by  this  Crown  for  her  maintenance,  her  Majefty 
will  likewife  go  (as  'tis  believed)  to  Jerfey.  It's 
moft  certain,  that  there  are  very  great  divifions  in 
the  Councils  now  with  P.  Charles  ;  and  the  Queen, 
I  fuppofe,  is  defirous  (as  fhe  hath  reafon)  to  preferve 
her  intereft  with  P.  Charles:  which  perhaps  fhe 
doubts  flie  fhall  not  do  fo  well,  as  by  being  conti- 
nually with  him. 

I  have  it  from  a  good  hand,  that  there  is  lately 
advertifement  come  to  the  Queen  from  fome  in 
England,  in  v/hom  (I  hear)  fhe  confides,  that  un- 
kfs  the  King  (hall  at  laft  grant  all  the  proportions 
in  ier minis,  without  refer ving  the  lead  point  of  ho- 
nour or  nicety  of  confeience,  his  life  will  be  in  dan- 
ger, and  there  will  be  no  living  in  England  for  any 
Lord  or  Gentleman.  This,  'tis  believed,  was  fent 
to  the  end  the  Queen  might  prefs  his  Majefty  to 
do  fo. 

The  Duke  of  Work  is  ftiil  defigned  to  go  with  the 
fleet  for  Ireland,  as  foon  as  the  fhips  go  to  fea; 
which  will  not  be  (I  perceive)  till  the  iflue  of  the 
Treaty  be  known  :  for  it's  hoped  by  fome,  that 
the  Earl  of  Warwick  will,  if  that  fucceed  not,  join 
with  P.  Charles.  All  men  marvel  why  Lieutenant- 
General  Cromwell  flays  fo  long  in  Scotland:  but 
moft  are  of  opinion,  it  is  becaufe  the  M.  of  Argyle's 
faclion  there  is  not  fo  potent,  as  in  England  they 
voice  it. 

The 
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J.D.164S  The  welcome  news  of  your  Excellency's  fafe  ar- 
^VXJ  rival  in  Ireland,  and  of  the  univerfal  obedience  that 
is  there  paid  to  his  Majefty's  authority  now  refiding 
in  your  Lordfhip,  doth  very  much  joy  all  his  Ma- 
jefty's loyal  fubjects,  and  your  Excellency's  friends 
and  fervants  here.  I  obferve  by  it,  that  all  the  life 
and  hopes  of  good  to  the  King's  affairs  on  that  fide 
is  now,  under  God,  wholly  and  almoft  folely  con- 
fiftent  in  your  perfon :  and  therefore  as  his  Maje- 
fty's and  your  Excellency's  humble  and  faithful  fer- 
vant,  I  befeech  you  give  me  leave  to  conjure  you, 
even  for  the  publick  good,  to  have  more  than  ordi- 
nary care  of  your  own  prefervation  *,  againft  which 
doubtlefs  there  will  be  many  wicked  defigns  by  thofe 
of  both  factions.  I  heartily  wifh  I  were  able  to 
contribute  to  your  Excellency's  fervice  and  profpe- 
rity  more  than  by  the  earneft  and  fervent  prayers  of 

Caen,  Nov.  12,  Tour  Excellency's*  &c. 

1648,  N.S. 

P.  S.  I  have  even  now  received  a  letter  dated  Ocl. 
26,  O.  S*  from  London*  that  Cromwell  is  expect- 
ed at  a  rendezvous  at  Newmarket  about  the  44  of 
this  month,  being  already  advanced  to  the  South 
of  York  City,  and  he  haftens  to  countenance  the 
breaking  off  of  the  Treaty  with  the  King,  or  to 
render  it  unfuccefsful. 


Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

/  pray  be  pleafed  to  do  me  the  favour 
to  decypher  this  your felf. 

May  it  pleafeyour  Excellency* 

IT  is  advertifed  by  good  hands  from  Holland*  that 
the  feamen  of  the  Prince's  fleet  have  been  late- 
ly in  a  great  mutiny  againft  Batten  and  Gordon*  fuA 

petting 
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pe&ing  them  to  be  Prefbyterians  and  too  well  affecTr-^.ZX^S 
ed  to  the  Londoners  \  whereupon  they  have  left  the  ^V^J 
fleet  and  are  retired  to  Rotterdam  :  but  the  feamen 
are  ftill  entire  in  their  affections  to  the  King.  The 
Lord  JVillougbby  (whom  they  like  wife  fancy  not) 
hath  alfo  quit  them.  Some  fay,  they  are  veiy  ob  * 
flinate  net  to  be  commanded  by  any  in  chief,  but 
by  their  own  Lord  Admiral  the  Duke  of  York.  The 
Lord  Hopton  and  Sir  Edw,  Hyde  are  lately  fent  to 
fee  if  they  can  fatisfy  them ;  the  feamen  having  (it's 
faid)  refufed  to  be  commanded  by  P.  Rupert ,  who 
went  to  them  upon  Batten's  leaving  them.  The 
truth  is,  the  King's  bufinefs  goes  not  well  any  where 
but  in  Ireland :  and  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  not 
by  any  unfkilful  order  or  commands  from  thefe 
parts  be  diverted  from  the  ways  you  are  in,  or  from 
your  own  refolutions  and  maxims.  For  indeed  the 
fmall  policies  of  our  great  Statifts  of  St.  Germains 
are  not  very  fortunate.  If  your  Excellency  receive 
any  commands  from  the  King  upon  the  clofe  of,  or 
during  the  Treaty,  I  hope  (but  dare  not  prefume 
to  advife)  you  will  demand  time  and  a  fafe-conduct 
from  the  Houfes  to  fend  fome  faithful  perfon  from 
yourfelf  to  fpeak  with  his  Majefty  (being  ftill  un- 
der reftraint)  before  you  execute  any  orders  from 
him,  which  you  conceive  prejudicial  to  his  Majef- 
ty's  affairs  efpecially  entrufted  with  you. 

From  Newport  it's  advertifed  me  by  a  fingular 
good  hand,  that  the  Houfes  having  preiTed  the  King 
for  his  declaration  againft  the  M.  of  Ormonde,  his 
Majefty  refufed  it,  faying,  that  having  pafled  the 
proportion  of  Ireland,  he  conceives  that  fufficient, 
and  will  make  it  good  if  the  Treaty  end  in  peace. 
I  hear  from  Paris,  that  the  Queen  fent  not  long 
fince  an  exprefs  to  the  King,  to  advife  him  to  grant 
whatfoever  the  Houfes  infifted  on  ;  but  his  Maje- 
fty hath  not  totally  quitted  the  Church,  though  he 
2  hath 
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A.D.  1648  hath  referved  very  little  of  it.     By  this  ray  freedom 
V^ys^  y0ur  Excellency  fees  my  confidence,  and  that  I  may 

not  be  fubject  to  any  other  cenfure,  I  pray  burn  this 

and  conceal - 

My  Lord)  &c. 
Caen,  Nov.  £7,  1648. 

Ditto  io  Dittos 

May  it  f  leaf e  your  Excellency, 

BY  this  difpatch  your  Lbrdfhip  will  receive 
from  your  noble  Lady  a  letter  from  Lord 
Hatton,  with  letters  from  the  King,  whereof  my 
former  gave  your  Excellency  notice.  Though  I 
have  in  my  feveral  difpatches  given  you  the  trouble 
of  many  tedious  advertifements,  I  would  not  omit 
by  this  opportunity  to  make  this  addition.  The 
inclofed  papers  and  extracts  will  acquaint  your  Ex- 
cellency with  all  the  frefheft  news,  I  have  received 
iince  my  former  letters  either  from  England ',  Paris 
or  Holland :  and  albeit  I  will  not  be  furety  for  the 
truth  of  all  that  is  fent  me,  or  that  I  thus  deliver 
out  to  your  Excellency,  yet  I  ailure  you  I  would 
not  willingly  give  you  the  trouble  of  any  thing  that 
I  do  not  receive  from  fuch  hands,  as  have  credit 
with  others  as  well  as  myfelf.  From  a  perfbn  of 
honour  I  have  it  from  Newport,  that  the  King  hath 
now  gone  through  all  the  proportions  ;  and  I  con- 
ceive he  hath  thereupon  yielded  to  pay  the  greater!: 
ranfom  that  ever  was  paid.  But  (I  hear)  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  thofe  with  him  give  for  a  reafon  of  it, 
that  nothing  is  to  be  binding,  prejudicial,  or  made 
ufe  of,  unlefs  all  be  concluded  ;  and  that  when 
there  mall  be  by  this  means  a  good  underftanding 
Created  between  his  Majefty  and  his  two  Houfes, 
means  will  be  found  to  make  the  King  glorious  and 

the- 
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the  people  happy  ;  which  God  grant.     But  I  con-  AD.  1648 
fefs,  I  want  faith  as  well  to  believe  it  as  to  compre- c " 
hend  how  fuch  conceflions  can  be  the  way  to  good 
either  for  King  or  people. 

Mine  of  Nov.  ~T,  from  Newport,  bring  me  no 
other  news  than  is  contained  in  the  inclofed  prints. 
By  a  letter  of  the  44  prefent,  from  Mr.  Fan/haw 
from  St.  Malo,  I  underftand  that  he  is  ftill  there, 
but  hoped  to  embark  himfelf  the  next  day,  toge- 
ther with  Mr.  Plunket  and  the  Bjftiop,  who  are  im- 
patient of  their  long  flay  there,  fearing  that  the 
Treaty  will  be  concluded  in  Ireland  before  their  ar- 
rival. I  am  ftill  of  opinion,  that  the  Treaty  in 
England,  though  prolonged,  will  not  fucceed.  If 
it  mall,  then  I  am  confident  the  army  will  interpofe, 
and  render  the  agreement  much  more  moderate  and 
honourable  both  for  the  King  and  his  party  ;  and 
particularly  in  point  of  the  Church  and  Religion* 
But  this  is  only  my  fingle  fancy,  and  upon  this 
ground,  that  if  they  intend  it  mail  be  a  lafting 
peace,  they  will  endeavour  by  a  fweeter  hand  to  be 
reconciled  to  thofe  they  have  fo  much  exafperated, 
and  muft  in  conclufion  either  live  withal  or  totally 
deftroy. 

God  blefs  your  Excellency  in  all  your  noble  pro- 
ceedings, and  wherein  I  may  poflibly  be  in  any 
thing  ferviceable  to  your  Lordmip,  I  humbly  beg 
the  honour  of  your  commands  to, 

I      My  Lord,  &c. 
Catn,  Nov.  if,  1648. 

Extracts  in  the  foregoing  Letter, 

Hague,  Nov.  3,  1648.  St.  Vet. 

MONBAT  the  23^  of  Oftober  was  fpoiled  the 
Lord    Culpeper's  face ;    which    was    thus. 
Prince  Rupert  having  moved  the  Council,   that  Sir 

Robert 
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^.D.1648  Robert  Walfh  would  give  3000  /.  to  Prince  Charles * 
y^Y^and  2000/.  to  Prince  Rupert  for  the  Prince's  fer- 
vice  for  a  fugar  prize,  which  was  taken  whilit,  the 
fleet  lay  in  the  Downs,  it  was  fettled  •,  and  accord- 
ingly Sir  Rob.  Walfh  endeavoured  to  procure  the 
money  by  the  Irifh  Agent  here :  but  nothing  being 
done,  the  bufinefs  was  again  called  upon  at  the 
Council.  Prince  Rupert  told  them,  he  wondred  at 
the  refuming  of  a  bufinefs,  which  had  been  fettled 
before  by  their  own  order  to  Sir  Rob.  Walflj.  The 
Lord  Culpeper  faid,  Sir  Robert  was  a  ihark  and  a 
fellow  not  to  be  trufted.  Prince  Rupert  replied, 
Sir  Robert  was  his  friend,  and  he  mufl  acquaint  him 
with  what  was  faid  ;  and  his  Lordfhip  muft  not 
think  to  meet  Sir  Robert,  but  with  his  fword  in  his 
hand,  he  being  a  Gentleman  and  a  foldier.  Lord 
Culpeper  told  Prince  Rupert,  he  had  rather  meet 
him  with  his  fword  in  his  hand,  than  JValfh,  for  he 
was  a  ihark.  Prince  Rupert  told  his  Lordfhip  'twas 
malice,  for  Derby  houfe  bufinefs  :  but  his  Lordfhip 
anfwered,  he  had  no  more  correfpondency  with 
Derby  houfe  than  himfelf  ;  and  fo  the  Council  rofe, 
and  afterwards  reconciled  thefe  two,  not  taking  no- 
tice of  Waljh.  Next  morning  Sir  Robert  met  Lord 
Culpeper  in  the  ftreet,  and  told  his  Lordfhip  he  had 
abufed  him  and  deferved  that,  giving  him  feverai 
blows  on  his  face  with  his  fift,  whereof  his  Lord- 
fhip ftill  keeps  in. 

London ,  November  ,  £  164$. 

The  Treaty  is  lengthned  14  days,  which  will  be 
expired  to-morrow  fortnight.  The  Houfes  have 
fent  for  their  Commiflioners  to  come  up  and  give  an 
account  as  they  defired  •,  three  only  continuing  at 
Newport.  The  Duke  of  Richmond  is  here  upon 
private  bufinefs,  but  returns  the  latter  end  of  this 
week. 

A 
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A  general  Council  of  War  of  all  Field- Officers  is  A.D.  1648 
to  be  at  St.  Albans  ox  Windfcr  the  8  th  prefent.  ^V^ 
Commiflary  Ireton  hath  only  laid  down  his  Commif- 
fion,  there  being  no  action  for  the  prefent ;  but  may 
again  take  it  up  if  required.  The  Lieutenant-Gen. 
is  expected  at  the  Council  of  war,  where,  and  when 
it  will  be  known,  what  the  Kingdom  may  expect 
from  the  army. 

The  Lord  Capell  is  removed  from  Windfor  to 
the  'Tower, 

The  Citizens  have  advanced  4000  /.  more  for  the  » 
Treaty. 

London,  ?|  November  1648. 

The  army  draws  very  near  this  town,  being  noxv 
quartered  at  Knights -bridge^  and  all  other  neigh- 
bouring places  :  'tis  not  yet  known  what  the  grand 
Council  of  war  will  do. 

We  have  it  from  the  head  quarters  this  day,  that 
Sir  Marmaduke  Langdale  hath  made  his  efcape  ;  fb 
that  there  is  none  in  cuftody  of  the  feven  excepted 
perfons,  but  Judge  Jenkins.  'Twas  hard  prefTed, 
that  the  Earl  of  Derby  mould  have  been  in  the  place 
of  Sir  Richard  Grenville. 

Yefterday  was  the  critical  day  of  the  new  delin- 
quents for  this  laft  fummer's  undertakings  ;  but  car- 
ried by  almoft  20  votes,  that  the  Treaty  mould  not 
be  burthened  with  any  addition.  This  day  they 
are  upon  banifhment :  'tis  (aid  it  will  extend  only  • 
to  the  feven. 

A  great  rumour  we  have  of  the  furrender  of  Dub- 
lin :    if  it  be  not,  'tis  much  feared  here. 

London,  Nov.  I,   1648,  O.  S. 

Information  came  this  day  to  the  Houfe  of  Col. 
Rains  borough's  being  murdered ;  and  after  this 
jnarner.  Three  Gentlemen  came  to  his  lodgings 
pretending  they  had  letters  from  Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral  Cromwell  \  which  occafioned  him  to  let  them  in- 

Vo  L.  I.  O  to 
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^.D.1648  to  his  chamber.  They  were  no  fooner  in,  but  they 
'  drew  him  down  flairs,  and  (as  it  is  faid)  would  have 
carried  him  to  Pomfret :  which  he  refufing  they 
{tabbed  him  to  death.  This  being  confidered,  with 
the  difcovery  of  a  defign  to  take  away  the  lives  of 
80  eminent  active  men  for  Parliament,  and  that 
there  was  caufe  to  think  the  Parliament  were  not 
fecure  in  the  prefent  ftate  j  it  was  moved  that  a  re- 
giment of  horfe,  and  one  of  foot,  of  the  army 
come  up  for  their  fecurity  :  but  it  was  not  confented 
unto,  thofe  that  now  do  that  wrork  being  thought 

more  fit* 

Nov.  2.  1648,  O.  S. 

The  death  of  Rainshorough  is  mod"  remarkable^ 
being  flain  in  his  quarters  in  the  town  of  Pomfrety 
and  none  endeavouring  to  refcue  him  or  lay  hold 
of  the  perfons,  though  it  were  done  in  the  day. 
Some  fay  it  was  done  by  fome  from  the  caftle  ;  ci- 
thers by  fome  of  Cbolmely's  men,  betwixt  whom 
there  was  a  great  falling  out.  The  thorough-paced 
Independents  are  much  ftartled  at  it  •,  they  not  con- 
fiding in  the  Lieutenant-General,  and  depending  on 
Rainshorough  for  their  leader. 

I  was  yefterday  at  St.  Albans  (the  prefent  head- 
quarter) where  I  find  a  great  jealoufy  and  fufpicion 
in  every  man  ;  the  Independent  and  Leveller  not 
daring  to  truft  each  other.  There  was  an  exprefs 
from  the  Lieutenant-General,  that  he  and  mod: 
with  him  were  refolved  to  fland  to  the  engagement 
at  Newmarket. 

The  difference  between  the  General  Officers  will 
be  nothing :  which  troubles  the  wild  party  of  Le- 
vellers •,  for  they  endeavour  to  difengage  all,  as 
appears  by  feveral  prints  this  week,  wherein  they 
blaft  both  the  General,  the  Lieutenant-General,  and 
the  Grandees  of  the  Houfes. 

Col.  AJJdburnham  was  taken :  but  is  fet  at  liberty 
by  the  mediation  of  friends, 
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*Tis  believed  the  Treaty  may  begin  anew  after  their  A.D.\6$$ 
CommirTioners  have  given  an  account  of  their  feve- 
ral  debates*  and  that  the  King's  refolution  not  to 
condefcend  further  mail  be  weighed :    and  this  for 
{d  f-prefe  r  vation . 

Scarborough-  Caftle  hath  made  feveral  failles  to  very 
good  purpofe ;  but  I  cannot  relate  the  particulars. 

The  Mayor  and  SJierirTs  of  London  this  year  are 
thought  to  be  pretty  honeft  and  moderate  men, 
Raynoldfon  is  Mayor,  one  that  never  engaged  him- 
felf  in  any  Committee  or  Office  for  the  Parliament* 
Browne  and  Finer  are  Sheriffs.  The  laft  Mayor 
died  on  Friday  laft  of  {pitting  blood  :  had  he  died 
the  firft  day  of  his  Mayoralty  as  he  died  the  laft, 
every  drop  he  fpit  would  have  faved  20  mens  lives, 
to  fpeak  at  leaft. 


Ihe  Declaration  of  his  mofl  Chrijiian  Majefty 
the  King  of  France  and  Navarre,  againjt  the 
mofl  horrid  proceedings  of  a  rebellious  party 
of  Parliament  M.en  and  Soldiers  in  England 
&gainft  their  King  and  Country. 

Tranfiated  out  of  French  by    P.  B. 

Lewis  XIV.  by  the  Grace  of  God?  &c. 

WHereas  we  are  informed  by  our  dear  Aunt  the 
Queen  of  England?  of  the  diftrefTed  ftate  of 
the  King  her  hufband,  forced  upon  him  by  a  re- 
bellious party  of  his  meaner},  fubjecls  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Lord  Baron  of  Fairfax?  who  is  like- 
wife  countenanced  by  a  fmall  handful  of  the  bafeft 
of  people,  crept  into  the  lower  Houfe  of  Parliament, 
but  being  not  the  tenth  part  thereof,  the  worthier! 
being  imprifoned  or  banifhed  by  the  tyranny  of  the 
army,  have  a  deftgn  to  proceed  againft  the  perfon 

Q  2  and 
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j.D.  1 648  and  life  of  their  King:  which  is  an  action  fo  de- 
f*0*^j*+J  teftable,  and  fo  deftructive  to  the  national  Rights 
of  Princes,  and  People,  who  are  like  to  be  enflav'd 
thereby,  and  to  know  no  Law  but  that  of  the 
Sword  *,  that  we  may  conceive  ourfelves  obliged  by 
the  Laws  of  God  and  man  in  the  duty  of  a  Chriftian, 
as  well  as  in  the  right  of  a  King,  either  to  redeem 
from  bondage  the  injured  Perfon  of  our  neighbour- 
ing King  and  Uncle,  or  to  revenge  all  outrages  al- 
ready done,  or  hereafter  which  may  happen  to  be 
done  thereupon  •,  therefore  with  the  advice  of  our 
Mother  the  Queen  regent,  and  Council,  we  do  pub- 
lifh  and  declare  our  deteftation  of  all  fuch  proceed- 
ings^ and  vow  in  the  prefence  of  God  and  his  holy 
Angels,  a  full  revenge  of  all  actors  or  abettors  of 
this  odious  defign  to  the  utter  extirpation  of  them, 
their  wives  and  children  out  of  all  parts  of  Chrifl- 
endorn,  wherein  our  power  or  intereft  can  prevail 
if  they  proceed  to  this  damnable  fact  •,  we  conceiv- 
ing it  fit  to  root  out  from  human  fociety  fuch  a  fpu- 
rious  and  impious  generation  of  men  •,  and  we  do 
therefore  prohibit  all  fuch  perfons,  their  wives  and 
children  to  come  into  any  of  our  Dominions,  unlefs 
they  will  be  proceeded  againft  as  traitors  to  God 
and  nations :  and  we  do  likewife  invite  all  our  neigh- 
bouring Kings  and  Princes,  and.  States,  in  amity 
with  us  or  with  whom  we  have  any  difference,  to 
an  honourable  peace,  that  we  may  all  join  in  God's 
caufe  and  our  own,  to  revenge  the  hypocrify  of  en- 
raged villains,  who  we  hear  do  take  the  caufe  of 
God  for  their  pretence  to  deftroy  his  ordinance,  and 
we  defire  all  neighbouring  Kings,  Princes  and  States 
to  make  the  fame  proclamation  we  have  done  againft 
any  of  thefe  or  their  adherents  from  coming  to  their 
Territories,  that  when  by  God's  juftice  and  ours  and 
others  endeavours,  they  fhall  be  chafed  out  of  their 
native  country,  they  may  Wander  like  vagabonds  in 
heathen  places  with  the  odious  brand  of  regi- 
cides 
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rides  upon  them ;  and  further,  to  confider,  whe- /£/>•! 648 
ther  if  the  like  madnefs  took  any  of  their  armies, 
they  would  not  employ  our  help,  as  now  this  af- 
flicted Queen  and  Aunt  of  ours  has  occafion  to  do 
theirs  againft  perfons  who  are  now  twice  rebels,  firft, 
againft  their  Sovereign  upon  pretence  of  reforma- 
tion of  Government,  and  now  againft  the  very  men 
and  authority  which  raifed  them  for  that  pretended 
occafion  j  wherein  God's  juftice  is  fo  apparent,  that 
we  are  confident  he  will  blefs  this  work  intended  by 
us,  and  (we  hope)  will  be  feconded  by  all  perfons 
of  honour  and  juftice  both  at  home  and  abroad,  to 
help  to  fupprefs  thefe  rebels  againft  their  raifers, 
who  yet  prefume  upon  the  fuccefs  of  their  army  to 
affert  their  own  bafe  thoughts  and  fortunes  above 
the  limits  of  religion  or  reafon,  to  fupprefs  that  au- 
thority which  God  hath  k,t  on  them. 

Signed  Lewis. 
B  r  1  e  n  n  e  Secretary  of  State. 

Suhfcribed  at  P 'aris,  January  2  d,  1649. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency , 

HAVING  fince  my  former  received  from  the 
Hague ,  certain  aflurance  that  the  Fleet  which 
hath  been  fo  long  preparing  is  now  at  fea,  (as  by  the 
inclofed  extract  of  the  r9  of  the  laft  month  you  will 
perceive)  I  held  it  moft  neceflary  to  give  your  Ex- 
cellency notice  of  it ;  tho'  I  hope  the  fhips  will  be 
in  Ireland  as  foon  as,  if  not  before  this.  I  have 
likewife  fent  you  what  I  have  laft  received  from 
England^  where  there  is  fo  prodigious  horrid  prac- 
tices and  villanies  againft  our  gracious  Sovereign,  as 

O  3  render 
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J.D.  1 648 render  all  honeft  men  even  diftradted  with  a  detefta- 
tion  of  the  barbaroufnefs  of  them. 

The  troubles  and  diftraclions  in  this  kingdom  in- 
creafe  daily  and  very  faft  ;  for  tho5  thofe  of  this 
nation  are  not  fo  great  ftrangers  to  the  miferies  of  ci- 
vil wars,  as  ours  were  before  thefe  times,  and  that 
they  have  before  their  eyes  a  fad  and  deplorable  ex- 
ample of  popular  infiirrection  in  our  miferable  na- 
tion, yet  they  are  here  as  eager  upon  rebellion  a- 
gainft  their  Governors  and  Government  as  ever  our 
wretched  Englim  were.  And  thQ  contrivers  of  the 
prefent  rebellion  in  England  did  not  more  directly 
tread  in  the  ftepsof  the  league  in  France ,  than  thefe 
here  do  trace  our  covenanters  in  all  their  acts  and 
proceedings;  which  doubtlefs  is  a  great  judgment  of 
God  upon  them.  The  intercourfe  between  Paris 
and  Rouen  is  already  cut  off  -,  the  poft  not  being 
permitted  to  pafs :  and  we  doubt  the  commerce  be- 
tween this  place  and  Rouen  will  laft  no  longer  than 
until  the  Count  of  Harcourt  mail  gather  forces 
(which  he  is  railing)  to  ly  between  this  place  and 
Rouen  ;  fo  as  I  conceive  your  Excellency  will  do 
beft  to  fend  your  difpatches  for  us  here  by  the  way 
of  S.  Malo,  the  palTage  between  that  and  this  town 
being  moft  likely  to  be  longer!:  free.  It's  faid  that 
neither  Havre  nor  Honfleur  are  yet  declared :  but 
it's  believed  the  fir  ft  will  be  for  £he  King  and  Queen 
regent,  and  it's  doubtful  whether  the  latter  v/ill  be 
for  the  Parliament  or  no,  notwithstanding  the  Duke 
of  Longueville^  Governor  of  Normandy ',  be  fince 
my  laft  to  your  Excellency  got  into  and  well  receiv- 
ed in  Rouen^  where  he  is  railing  of  forces  with  all 
poiTible  induftry. 

I  have'  even  now  received  a  letter  from  Rouen^ 
fhat  for  certain,  all  the  fleet  hath  been  at  fea  under* 
P.  Rupert  above  thefe  eight  days,     God  profper 

them 
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them  andblefs  your  Excellency's  noble  endeavours^ £.1648 
in  his  Majefty's  affairs  with  all  happinefs  :  fo  prays, ' 

Caen,  Feb.  i ,  My  noble  Lord,  &? c. 

N.  S.  1645. 

E.  Nicholas, 

43°* 


Extracts  fent  inch  fed  in  Sir  E.  Nicholas's 

Letter. 

Hague  y anuary   II,  1649.   N.  S. 

THE  Duke  of  Tcrk   went  from  hence  Wednes- 
day laft  towards  France  with  a  fmall   train, 
having  difmiffed  off  his  fervants. 

The  Prince  having  reduced  his  family,  intends  to 
retire  fpeedily  to  Breda,  a  town  belonging  particur 
larly  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  which  affords  him 
a  confiderable  revenue,  which  (they  fay )  he  will  afc 
flgn  for  his  Highnefs's  maintenance.  It  joins  to 
Flanders,  which  will  yield  fome  advantage  in  a  near- 
er correfpondence  with  the  Duke  of  Lorraine,  who 
has  very  great  affections  for  the  King  and  Prince's 
fervice. 

The  Lord  Hopton  is  jufr.  now  returned  from  the 
fleet,  and  hath  left  the  (loops  in  fo  good  forwardnefs, 
that  it's  hoped  they  will  put  to  fea  all  of  them  (ex- 
cept the  Antilope )  before  this  can  come  to  your 
hands.  Prince  Rupert  for  the  better  manning  of  the 
{hips,  hath  placed  a  good  number  of  land  foldiers  in 
them,  and  entertains  about  200  Dutch  mariners. 
We  hope  Prince  Rupert  (who  commands  them)  will 
not  be  long  from  Ireland,  whither  he  is  directly 
bound  ;  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  being  looked  upon 
as  the  moft  extraordinary  means  to  encourage  the 
Marquefs  of  Ormonde,  and  by  the  reputation  of  it 
trv  facilitate  his  great?  work, 

O  4  The 
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A  p.  1648  The  Lord  Lauderdale  embarked  this  day  for  Scot- 
land^ whither  he  is  gone  with  all  poflible  confidence: 
and  tho'  he  is  not  departed  from  any  one  of  his 
principles,  but  is  as  rigid  a  Prefbyterian  as  ever,  yet 
he  hath  left  in  many  a  great  expectation  of  doing 
wonders  for  the  King  in  that  kingdom. 

Hague,  January  19,    1649.     ^-  ^* 

At  laft  the  fleet  is  out ;  a  fquadron  of  fix  frigates 
having  been  at  fea  ever  fince  Friday  morning,  very 
well  manned  and  in  as  good  order  as  could  be  hoped. 
The  feamen  at  their  going  out  void  of  their  old 
temper  of  mutinying,  and  promifed  by  their  carri- 
age as  much  fidelity  and  obedience  as  was  required 
from  them. 

Prince  Rupert  (who  commands  the  whole  fleet) 
is  yet  behind,  and  purpofes  to  go  in  the  Conftant 
Reft  or  at  ion  i  Sir  John  Mines  in  the  Swallow ',  and 
Sir  Richard  Fielding  in  the  Convertine  ,  the  which 
three  great  fhips,  with  fome  other  fmall  veflels,  are 
yet  in  the  harbour ;  but  in  fo  great  readinefs  that  as 
foon  as  an  hundred  men  (which  are  already  enter- 
tained in  Zeland  and  fent  for)  come  to  the  fhips  to 
man  them  compleatly,  they  go  out  after  the  reft, 
and  (if  the  wind  change  not  much  more  than  it  has 
already  this  day)  we  are  confident  they  will  be  at  fea 
withjn  eight  and  twenty  hours. 

The  fix  frigates  that  are  out  are  under  the  com- 
mand of  Commifiary  Allen^  who  roves  up  and  down 
the  fea-coafls  to  meet  with  fome  purchafe,  till  the 
great  fhips  go  out :  and  then  they  all  fleer  for  Ire- 
land ^  where  they  have  been  a  great  while  expected. 
The  reputation  of  this  fleet  there,  (as  the  Marquefs 
of  Ormonde  has  difcreetly  managed  it )  having  ad- 
vantaged his  bufinefs:  and  'tis  hoped  their  prefence 
will  perfect  it ;  the  King's  affairs  there  being  in  a 
very  good  condition,  as  the  Marquefs  of  Ormonde 
fayeth  by  letters  of  the  fecond  of  the  laft. 

Prince  Rupert  gives  a  great  character  of  Lord 

Incbim 
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Inchiquitfs  fidelity  and  demeanour  in  that  whole  A.D.164S 
bufinefs.  ^^Y>^ 

From  the  Hague,  Feb.  9,  1649.  N.  S. 
I  told  you  in  my  laft  of  the  happy  getting  of  our 
fleet  out  to  fea,  of  which  it  hath  not  been  poffible  to 
hear  any  thing  fince  their  departure  ;  the  wind  hav- 
ing been  ever  fince  fo  ftrong  and  contrary :  only  your 
friends  the  Merchants  of  Rotterdam  are  in  a  pitiful  cafe 
for  fear  of  their  fleet,  (being  about  1 2  veffels)  which 
by  accident  put  to  fea  from  the  Brill  the  fame  tide 
the  Prince  did  from  the  Sluce,  and  two  of  them  re- 
turned back  the  fame  night  with  a  very  fad  ftory, 
That  they  left  the  reft  within  fhot  of  the  Prince's 
fleet ;  and  if  that  were  true,  you  may  judge  what 
mercy  they  found  notwithstanding  their  convoy  of 
three  Dutch  men  of  War.     Befides  this  relation,  we 
hear  from  Calais  that  his  Highnefs  fell  into  the 
Dowries,  and  there  poflefTed  himfelf  of  a  navy-fhip 
which  is  faid  to  be  the  Leopard ;    and  what  other 
work  he  made  among  the  merchant-men  he  found 
there  I  cannot  tell  you,  but  certainly  he  is  arrived 
in  Ireland  with  very  much  wealth  and  much  increaf- 
ed  in  force.      The  Hamburgher-Prize,  of  which  I 
advertifed  you  in  my  laft,  is  fo  gallant  a  fhip,  being 
300  tuns,  that  the  Prince  hath  made  a  man   of 
war  of  her,  and  hath  removed  Captain  Brathwaite 
from  the  Charles  to  the  command  of  this  new  fhip, 
in  favour  of  Captain  Allen  who  is  now  a  Prince  in 
the  command  of  that  excellent  frigate. 

We  have  had  no  news  from  England  this  fort- 
night :  which  doth  very  much  trouble  us,  the  laft 
letters  leaving  the  King  in  a  very  fad  condition. 

A  Copy,  of  a  Letter  from  a  wellaffeSied  Perfon 
to  the  Parliament  to  his  Friend  in  France, 
dated  January  8tb   1648. 

\kf  E  refolve  the  King  muft  prefently  be  difpatch- 
•  **    ed  \    and  honed  Mr.  Peters  told  us  yefterday 

at 
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J.D  1 648  at  St.  James's,  honefl  fellow-foldiers,  before  I  come 
to  you  again  in  this  place,  ye  fhall  fee  the  work 
done  for  which  ye  were  brought  hither. 

Our  great  friends  fay,  Thurfday  the  King  fhall 
die  and  two  or  three  Lords  with  him  ;  Capell  and 
Loughborrow  being  two  of  them.  Goring  hath  got- 
ten Ire  ton  to  friend  who  excufes  him  yet.  Our 
chief  evidence  (we  think)  againfl  the  King  is  Duke 
Hamilton. 

This  afternoon  the  Committee,  named  for  trial 
of  the  King,  afTemble  in  the  Painted  Chamber  to 
name  time  and  place  for  the  trial,  which  then  is 
to  be  proclaimed  by  Trumpet  in  the  Palace-yard. 
If  it  be  Wind/or,  then  to-morrow  they  go  :  and  if 
the  King  will  anfwer,  Wednefday  he  fhall  have  for 
it,  and  as  long  as  the  buflnefs  within  a  month  will 
require  :  otherwife  Wednefday  he  muft  prepare  to 
fufTer  the  next. 

Whether  the  endeavours  that  are  ufed  by  fingle 
perfons  of  the  King's  and  Scottifh  party,  and  are 
intended  farther  by  fbme  Lords  of  the  King's  Coun- 
cil now  in  this  City,  to  prevent  this  proceeding  will 
have  any  effect  I  cannot  tell :  but  fuppofe  they  will 
be  fruftrate,  becaufe  our  Counfels  run  all  for  the 
following  of  Providence  by  prefent  difpatch,  and 
will  not  endure  any  mediations  ;  no,  nor  hear  again 
of  Ireton's  propofals,  viz.  "That  it  were  perhaps  fafer 
to  have  the  King  live  prifoner,  for  to  difpofe  him  a 
while  to  abandon  his  Negative,  to  part  from  Church- 
lands,  to  abjure  the  Scots,  &c.  And  perhaps  you 
will  not  think  it  impolitick  for  our  friends  to  a- 
mufe  the  King  with  an  opinion  that  he  fhall  not  die ; 
becaufe  they  are  lulled  afleep  thereby  and  'twill  be 
too  late  to  kick  when  the  blow  is  given.  The  ap- 
preJienfion  whereof  (I  fee)  works  a  great  fadnefs  and 
dejectednefs  in  thofe  of  the  King's  party  with  whom 
I  converfe,  being  perfons  whom  for  the  moft  part 

we 
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we  love,  and  confort  with  better  than  the  Prefby-^.D.1643 
terians.  **"v^ 

We  have  had  a  confideration  how  to  pen  fome  new 
order  for  banifhing  all  perfons  obnoxious  to  us  from 
this  City,  whether  they  have  compounded  or  not  -, 
for  if  the  Houfe  adjourn,  (as  I  am  told  it  will)  there 
muft  be  caution  had,  that  the  City  fall  not  into  dis- 
order, as  perhaps  they  may  now  the  King  is  thus  to 
be  cut  off. 

We  have  a  new  great  Seal  graving  which  will  be 
infcribed,  The  great  Seal  of  the  Commons  of  England, 
and  fhall  bear  date  the  firft  year  of  their  freedom. 
Writs  are  to  run  in  the  fame  flile. 

London,  January  i-r,  1 64I-. 

On  Thurfday  laft  Proclamation  was  made  by 
found  of  Trumpet  at  the  Exchange,  at  the  Palace- 
yard  in  Weftminfter,  and  in  Cheapfide,  to  give  notice 
that  the  great  Committee  for  trial  of  the  King  were 
to  fit  in  the  Painted  Chamber  to  receive  accufations 
againft  the  King  on  Wednefday :  when  they  ac- 
cordingly fate,  but  there  came  nothing  in  that  day ; 
fo  they  called  the  Committee  and  adjourned  until 
to-morrow. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pie  of e  your  Excellency, 

SINCE  my  former  to  your  Lordihip,  I  have 
received  from  London  the  advertifements  in- 
clofed,  which  I  held  neceffary  to  acquaint  you  with, 
and  hope  this  will  come  time  enough  to  overtake  my 
former  difpatch.  Theintercourfe  between  this  town 
and  Rouen  begins*  already  to  be  fo  much  interrupt- 
ed, as  I  conceive  it  requisite  again  to  renew  my  for- 
mer advice,  that  your  Excellency  will  rather  fend 
your  difpatches  to  this  place  by  the  way  of  S.  Malo-9 

tho* 
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r^.D.i648tho*  I  hope  your  correfpondent  at  Havre,  may  find 
means  to  fend  yours  fometimes  fafely  hither. 
There  is  now  here  a  ftrong  report  that  there  are  very 
earneft  endeavours  ufing  for  an  accommodation,  and 
that  the  King  and  Queen  regent  will  appoint  a  cer- 
tain number  to  meet  with  an  equal  number  of  others 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Parliament  of  Paris  \  and  it's  be- 
lieved it  will  be  agreed  that  all  differences  fhall  be  re- 
ferred to  be  determined  by  an  afTembly  of  the  three 
States  of  this  kingdom  ;  which  I  wifh  but  cannot  af- 
firm to  be  a  truth;  for  then  we  Refugees  have  the  bet- 
ter opportunity  and  feafon  to  remove  to  fome  quieter 
place  than  France  is  like  to  be,  if  there  be  not  a 
fpeedy  accommodation,  which  I  allure  you  I  do  not 
believe  it  is  porTible  to  make  ;  the  people  here  being 
all  generally  difaffected  to  Government,  and  great 
AfTemblies  have  rarely  peaceable  effects.  I  much 
doubt  that  the  prevalence  of  the  popular  factions  at 
Paris  will  render  the  rebels  at  Wefiminjter  the  more 
obftinate. 

I  have  by  this  poft  had  no  letters  from  Holland 
or  any  other  place ;  fo  as  I  cannot  add  to  what  I  fend 
your  Excellency  inclofed  any  thing  but  an  humble 
affurance  that  I  am  moft  paflionately  and  fincerely, 

Caen,  Feb.  4,  My  Lord,  (Sc. 

164!-  43°- 

The  Advertifements  inclofed. 

London  Jan.  18,   O.  S.  i6*4f. 

THE  Grandees  refufe  yet  to  fpeak  with  his 
Majefty,  as  they  did  to  the  Lords  :  but  it  is 
hoped  that  a  way  will  be  found  to  preferve  the 
King's  Life,  by  putting  forward  the  neceflity  of 
feeing  the  future  Government  fettled,  ere  the  pre- 
fent  be  taken  away. 

m 
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But  in  the  mean  time  the  term  is  adjourned.  ^.#.1648 
The  fcaffolds  are  preparing  in  JVeftminJter-Hall  for " 
the  trial,  and  all  other  circumftances  ordering,  as 
if  no  redemption  were  to  be  expected  from  the 
jaws  of  this  death. 

The  time  and  manner  for  the  King's  bringing 
from  Windfor  is  kept  private.  But  the  barge  and 
water  preparations  now  making  ready,  make  men 
think  hisMajefty  fhall  come  that  way  :  and  a  man 
interefted  in  the  Caftle  at  Wind/or,  fays,  it  will  be 
Saturday  or  Sunday  in  the  night.  Sir  Robert  Cotton's 
houfe  is  making  ready  to  receive  his  Majefty,  who 
muft  pay  reverence  to  the  Court,  or  have  his  hat 
pluckt  off  to  give  them  it,  when  he  fhall  be 
brought  up. 

There  is  news  come  to  town,  that  12  mips  of 
the  Prince's  (great  and  fmall)  are  in  Yarmouth  road, 
and  that  one  great  fhip,  worth  40,000/.  in  piece- 
goods  and  filver,  bought  at  Hambourg,  for  traf- 
Sck  of  the  Eaft-India  Company  to  the  Eafi-Indies9 
is  taken  by  them,  and  another  of  like  value  ran 
afhore,  or  elfe  had  been  taken  :  which  makes  a 
great  difturbance  here  among  the  Merchants  ;  and 
were  it  not  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  people  at  Paris, 
would  give  a  memento  of  mortality  to  the  Rulers 
of  this  Ifrael. 

The  Minifters  of  this  City  feem  all  refolved  to 
proteft  again  ft  the  proceedings  concerning  the 
King,  as  unwarrantable  by  the  word  of  God  and 
the  Laws. 

The  Scots  (tho'  their  papers  were  not  received, 
becaufe  not  indorfed  to  be  communicated  to  tha 
Commons,  but  only  directed  to  the  Speaker  who 
declines  alfo  the  trial)  fpeak  aloud  for  their  King. 
If  foreign  Minifters  would  come  and  do  their 
parts,  perhaps  the  weight  of  reafon  againft  fo  un- 
parallelled  an  action,  would  ftrike  the  deeper  fenfe 
into  the  prefent  actors. 

5  Letter 
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Letter  of  Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Or- 
monde. 

1  pray  your  Excellency  to  decypher  this  your  J elf. 

A  L  B  E  I  T  I  doubt  not  but  the  Lord  Digby 
JljL  (who  is  nearer  the  fountain,  and  bell  ac- 
quainted with  the  defigns  and  intrigues  of  thofe* 
who  in  France  fleer  his  Majefty's  affairs)  hath  now 
by  his  intimate  fervant,  Mr.  Walfingham^  fully 
Imparted  to  your  Excellency  the  grounds  and  fecret 
motives  of  the  difpatch  he  brings  you  ;  yet  in  duty 
to  the  King,  my  dear  Matter's  fervice,  and  in  true 
and  humble  affection  to  your  own  perfon,  I  can- 
not but  offer  to  your  more  prudent  confideration 
what  occurs,  to  me  upon  the  bufinefs  that  Mr.  Wal- 
Jingham  himfelf  (I  hear)  fpeaks  to  be  his  prefent 
errant  ;  which  is,  that  he  carries  inilruclions  and 
orders  to  your  Excellency  from  the  Queen,  that 
fince  the  Rebels  in  England  do  now  apparently 
proceed  with  much  wicked nefs  and  violence  to  de- 
flroythe  King's  Perfon,  her  Majefty  would  not 
that  your  Lordfhip  mould  ftand  fo  lliffly  with  the 
Irifh  Catholicks  upon  fo  Ariel  conditions  in  matter 
of  Religion,  as  (it  feems)  your  infractions  from 
the  King  bear.  As  fuch  advice  or  inflructions  can- 
not (I  humbly  conceive)  coniifl  with  the  orders . 
and  directions  your  Excellency  hath  from  the  King 
in  that  point,  (and  on  which  only  you  can  rely  for 
your  warrant )  fo  I  humbly  offer  it  to  your  own 
judgment,  whether  thofe  now  fent  may  not  be 
procured  by  fome  bufy  Papifl  about  the  Queen,  in 
order  to  the  Papifts  defign  now  on  foot  in  England  $ 
which  I  mentioned  to  your  Excellency  in  mine  of 
January  &$  lad  ;  whereupon  Mr.  Winter  Grant 
and  Sir  John  Winter  are  already  gone  into  England^ 
and  Sir  K.  Digby  was  labouring  to  follow  :  and  if 

s  '  y°ur 
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your  Excellency  fhall  now  at  lafl  be  induced  by  A.D.  1 648 
commands,  (not  from  the  King  himfelf )  to  conde-  {i^rY\J 
fcend  that  Papifts  fhall  be  prefented  to  benefices  in 
that  Kingdom,  and  fuch  other  unreafonable  con- 
ceflions  as  the  Nuncio  and  his  party  infifted  on  in 
the  former  treaty,  whether  you  will  not  by  yielding 
thereto  juftify  that  they  had  reafon  to  break  (as 
they  did  upon  the  Marquefs  of  Worcefter's  fuggef- 
tions)  their  former  agreement.  But  your  Excel- 
lency will  not  fwerve  from  your  own  pious  princi- 
ples, and  will  very  much  fatisfy  all  good  Protec- 
tants, as  well  in  England  as  Ireland. 

Wherefore  in  confidence  of  your  Excellency's 
concealing  me,  I  prefume  humbly  to  offer  to  your 
confideration,  that  fince  Mr.  Walfingham  is  well 
known  to  be  on  that  fide,  and  hath  been  obferved 
to  be  a  great  babbler  of  all  his  mod  fecret  employ- 
ments, hath  already  here  fpoken  of  the  fame 
(tho5  not  a  word  to  me)  and  it's  probable  will  be 
no  lefs  filent  in  it  when  he  fhall  come  on  that  fide, 
that  as  foon  as  he  arrives  your  Excellency  would  re- 
ceive from  him  all  that  he  hath  to  deliver  or  fay  to 
you,  and  then  (if  you  like  not  his  employment  or 
bufy  humour)  inftantly  fend  him  back  a  fhip-board, 
with  an  anfwer  to  the  Queen,  by  a  fervant  of  your 
own  to  accompany  him,  without  giving  him  leifure 
or  opportunity  to  communicate  his  bufinefs  ;  which 
if  he  fhall  divulge,  (as  I  doubt  it  will  be  impoflible 
for  one  of  his  humour  to  conceal  it  from  his  jefuited 
friends)  he  may  perhaps  do  no  lefs  prejudice  to  your 
prefent  treaty  (if  it  be  not  before  his  arrival  finifh- 
ed,  as  I  hope  it  may  be)  than  the  M.  of  Worcefter 
formerly  did  :  which  I  doubt  not  but  your  Excel- 
lency will  by  your  wifdom  prevent,  and  in  your 
goodnefs  pardon  this  prefumption  in  him,  who  is 
moft  paflionately  and  really, 

Caen,  Feb.  ^t  My  LORD,    &C. 

43°- 

Adver- 
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Extratf  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hague,  dated 
the  fir  ft  of  February  1 64I.     N.  S. 

THE  Embaflador  (Monfieur  Paw)  is  this  day 
gone  for  London,  upon  the  Memoir  delivered 
to  the  States  General  by  Prince  Charles,  whereof 
you  have  a  copy. 

Prince  Rupert  and  the  whole  Fleet  is  now  at  Sea. 

What  I  told  you  in  my  former  of  our  care  of 
Ireland  is  precifely  truth.  I  believe  we  have  omit- 
ted nothing  in  our  powers  that  way,  and  I  am  very 
confident  the  corn  was  fent  thither,  as  I  formerly 
advertifed  you ;  for  a  very  honeft  Merchant  here 
(whom  you  know)  undertook  it,  and  did  fend  it 
accordingly. 

Hague,  February  2*>  1649. 

On  Sunday  Iaft  his  Highnefs  fet  fail  with  the 
three  great  fhips,  the  Ginny  Frigat  ( which  brought 
in  the  good  prize,  and  now  carries  her  out  again, 
tho'  the  Merchants  of  Rotterdam  ( to  whom  fhe 
belongs)  were  treating  about  her,  and  would  have 
given  2000  /.  compofition,  )  the  <Thon?as  (  which 
the  night  before  brought  in  a  veffel  worth  above 
3000  L)  and  fome  fmall  ketches  ;  the  reft  of  the 
Frigats  being  abroad  and  appointed  to  meet  them 
at  Sally.  In  this  pofture,  and  with  this  force,  his 
Highnefs  fteered  away  with  a  refolution  to  fall  into 
the  Downs  firft,  where  he  was  informed  there  were 
but  three  mips  of  war  befides  feveral  merchant-men  ; 
and  if  he  found  this  intelligence  true,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  he  made  an  excellent  bufinefs  of  it  :  if 
otherwife,  he  refolved  to  keep  his  courfe  and  to  call 
in  at  Mi  If  or  d- Haven,  where  there  rides  three  or 
four  frigats  and  mips%    By  the  way,  it  is  probable, 

he 
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he  may  meet  with  more  purchafe,  and  arrive  rich  •^•■P-1 648 
in  Ireland,  where  his  prefence  in  that  equipage  will  v"^wr%-' 
be  of  great  confequence,  and  we  hope  will  fudden- 
ly  render  that  Kingdom  in  a  capacity  to  receive  us 
all. 

Yefterday  the  EmbafTadcrs  went  hence  towards 
VluJJnng  to  take  fhipping  for  England  ;  there  being 
none  of  their  men  of  war  ready  in  thefe  parts.  The 
night  before  they  went,  they  came  to  take  their 
leaves  of  the  Prince,  and  made  extraordinary  pro- 
fefiions  to  him  of  their  affections  and  diligence  in 
the  negotiation  ;  of  which  truly  we  expect  fome 
good  fruits :  and  in  the  mean  time  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  out  of  his  great  bounty  and  care  of  the 
Prince's  Family,  now  in  their  extream  poverty, 
hath  taken  a  lift  of  the  fervants  remaining  upon 
this  laft  inducement,  and  hath  fettled  on  them  a 
certain  allowance  of  board-wages  according  to  the 
rate  he  allows  his  own  fervants,  which  will  be  paid 
them  by  Monfieur  Henfiet  juftly  and  conftantly. 

Thefe  late  frofts  have  much  purified  the  air  here, 
and  the  fiery  and  moft  barbarous  proceedings  of 
the  Rebels  in  England  have  as  much  rectified  thefe 
People's  minds  and  inclinations  towards  us. 

London,    January  22,    1648.     O.  S. 

The  King  was  unexpectedly  brought  on  Friday 
to  St.  James's,  and  next  day  afternoon  (by  an  order 
from  Whitehall,  (that  morning  to  haften  the  buflnefs 
fo  much)  within  the  Bar  of  the  (io  called)  High 
'Court  of  Juftice  in  Wefiminjler-Hall :  where  ccming 
without  ftirring  his  hat,  the  Court  neither  rofe  nor 
moved  any  of  theirs,  which  (they  agreed)  had  he 
given  them  civility,  they  would  have  done,  be- 
caufe  as  yet  but  accufed,  not  condemned  ;  yet 
fome  would  have  had  him  prefently  to  have  been 
depofed. 

Vol.  I.  P  The 
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The  charge  was  read,  being  but  in  fubftance  one 
article,  that  the  King  had  levied  war,  &c. 

Brad/baw's  and  Cooke's  deportment  was  extreme 
bold  ;  the  King's  magnanimous  and  kingly,  ques- 
tioning their  authority,  and  frniling  when  it  was 
faid,  they  reprefented  the  whole  People  of  England. 

The  King's  and  Brad/haw's  interlocutions  in 
ftiort  were  but,  his  Majefty  infifting  to  know  their 
power,  and  to  give  them  wholfome  admonition  in 
language  very  kingly,  fmooth  and  pious  •,  and  the 
others  demanding  whether  he  would  anfwer  ;  for 
which  the  Court  would  give  him  time  till  Monday, 
and  fo  remanded  him  to  his  lodging  at  St.  James's. 

The  King  defired  to  have  the  Bifhop  of  Lon- 
don :  and  he  is  fe-nt  for  accordingly. 

This  day  his  Majefty  was  again  brought  within 
the  Bar  of  the  faid  Court,  and  in  effect  infifted  on 
the  fame  point  as  before.  His  abode  was  but  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  BradJLazv  faid  that  next  day 
he  fhculd  hear  the  judgment  of  the  Court  *,  fo  as 
it  is  ex  peeled  that  to  morrow  fentence  will  be 
given.  His  Majefty  holds  it  up  with  an  unbroken 
courage.  He  lodges,  for  ought  can  be  gathered 
to  the  contrary,  this  night  at  Sir  Robert  Cotton's. 

London^   'January  25,    1648.     O.  S. 

All  the  King's  admired  refponfals  at  the  new 
Court's  Bar  are  in  print.  Yefterday  and  this  were 
fpent  in  examining  witneffes  -,  which  proceeding 
feems  fo  needlefs,  that  it  is  conceived  a  relenting, 
and  fo  it  may  be.  conMdering  how  Divines,  Law- 
yers, City,  Country,  and  Strangers  manifeft  an 
abhorring  of  fo  great  and  unprefidented  an  action, 
as  taking  the  King's  life  away  on  any,  much  more 
on  thefe  {lender  caufes. 

We  have  much  difcourfe  in  town  of  the  Gene- 
ral, Major  General  Skippon\  and  other  Officers 
difaffection  in  that  point  alfo. 

Here 
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Here  are  two  Dutch  Embafiadors  daily  expected  4.D.  1 648 
with  errands   to  difluade  what  is  now  doing.     It  ^^V*H! 
may  be  God  will  turn  yet  the  hearts  cf  thofe  who 
are  about  it :    which  we  moft  earneftly  pray  he 
wbuld. 

We  hear  Prince  Rupert  makes  notable  work 
upon  the  coaft  :  and  it  may  be  that  the  turning  out 
of  all  the  old  Mailers  of  the  Trinity-houie  may 
occafion  a  dearth  of  feamen  ;  if  thofe  that  govern 
here  fhall  have  ufe  for  them. 

Rouen,  February  10,    1649. 

A  fervant  of  the  Lady  Sidley's  newly  arrived  from 
England,  tells  us,  that  on  Friday  was  le'nnight  his- 
Majefty  was  brought  to  Weftminfter,  and  lodged  at 
Sir  Robert  Cotton's  houfe  ;  and  the  next  day  was 
brought  along  that  dark  entry  (the  Serjeant  at  arms 
carrying  the  Mace  before)  to  the  King's  Bench  Bar, 
where  he  fat  down  in  an  ordinary  chair  provided 
for  him.  Neither  Bradjhaw  nor  the  reft  ftirred  their 
hats,  nor  the  King  his,  but  pulling  it  down  clofe  to 
his  head,  turned  up  the  fore  brirn,  and  turning 
himfelf  about,  looked  upon  all  without  the  leaft 
apprehenfion  of  fear. 

The  judges  appointed  were  afked  by  his  Ma- 
jefty, why  and  by  what  authority  they  fat  there  ? 
They  replied,  he  mould  know  that  anon,  and  fo 
read  the  charge  againft  him  :  to  which  they  re- 
quiring his  anfwer,  he  with  infinite  courage  re-  \ 
turned,  that  it  did  not  befit  him  to  anfwer  them. 

After  many  fpeeches  made  by  Brad/haw,  Steel, 
and  Cooke,  againft  his  Majefty,  becaufe  he  would 
not  anfwer,  Bradjhaw  yelled  out  the  words,  My 
Lords  and  Gentlemen,  this  man  you  fee  refufeth  to 
give  any  anfwer  at  all  to  the  accufation  that  is 
brought  in  againft  him,fo  as  hisfilence  doth  fufficiently 
teftify  his  guilt,  and  therefore  keeper  (Col.  Hewfon) 
take  your  pr  if  oner  into  your  charge,  and  look  that  you 

P  %  keep 
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J.D.i6fikeep  him  fafe.  And  fo  his  Majefty  was  conveyed 
to  Sir  Robert  Cotton's  houfe  again. 

The  Sunday  after  Peters  preached  at  Whitehall, 
and  fpake  old  Simeon's  words,  that  he  had  feen  his 
Salvation )  that  is,  Kings  in  fetters  and  Princes  in 
chains.  The  fame  day  one  preached  in  St.  Peter's 
Cornhill,  that  faid,  All  the  City  was  guilty  of  this 
treafon,  and  if  he  jhould  hold  his  peace,  he  was  as 
guilty  as  Bradfhaw. 

This  man  reports  that  he  did  not  fee  this  trial  ; 
but  that  he  had  thefe  paflages  from  a  Captain  of 
the  Rebel's  fide,  who  was  both  an  eye  and  an  ear 
witnefs  of  them  •,  that  there  were  very  few  others 
prefent  than  fuch  as  were  of  their  own  party  :  that 
Monday  following  the  King  was  brought  to  the  Bar 
again,  and  there  all  day  baited,  but  he  was  full  of 
courage,  and  nothing  moved,  nor  greatly  gave  re- 
gard to  what  they  faid.  The  Hall  feemed  that 
day  to  be  divided  :  many  people  and  foldiers  weep- 
ing, others  crying  for  juftice.  Then  they  put  off 
his  further  trial  till  Thurfday  laft :  what  was  done 
then  he  can  give  no  account,  for  that  he  came 
thence  the  day  before. 

The  Holland  Embafladors  and  the  Scots  are  very 
loud.  The  Earl  of  Warwick  and  the  Mariners 
with  him  have  fent  letters  to  the  Parliament,  that 
if  they  did  proceed  any  further  againft  his  Ma- 
jefty, or  do  the  leaft  violence  to  his  Perfon,  they 
mould  make  all  thofe  people  their  enemies.  The 
watermen  have  alfo  preferred  a  petition  to  the 
Houfe  to  the  fame  effeel:. 

Sunday  was  fe'nnight  Cromwell  put  a  guard  upon 
Fairfax,  accufing  him  of  an  intention  to  deliver 
the  King. 

This  author  further  fays,  that  he  hath  feen  an 
Oath  which  is  now  tendered  to  every  one  that 
means  to  live  in  England,  wherein  all  perfons  are 
required  to  fwear,  'That  they  do  verily  believe  in  their 

confeience. 
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confcience,  that  wbatfoever  the  remaining  part  of  the  A.D.\6<fi 
Houfe  of  Commons  and  the  Army  either  have  done  or 
Jhall  do  againft  the  King  is  juft  and  lawful \  and  war- 
rantable by  the  laws  of  God  and  Man. 

This  man  tells  us,  that  the  Prince's  Fleet  upon 
Friday  laft  took  a  Frigat  belonging  to  the  Rebels 
near  Rye,  (where  he  imbarked)  and  that  they  had 
run  another  of  the  Rebels  Frigats  aground  upon 
that  coaft,  after  they  had  torn  her  very  much  by 
(hot. 

From  Paris  it  is  written,  that  they  are  totally 
beleaguered  there,  and  that  their  horfe  did  nightly 
adventure  forth  to  get  in  provifions  :  but  did  very 
often  return  with  nothing  but  marks  of  honour. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  ^Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

H  E  affairs  as  well  here  as  in  England  and  o- 
ther  parts,  relating  to  your  Excellency's  weigh- 
ty employments  are  fo  various,  as  I  prefume  {till  to 
lay  hold  on  every  opportunity  to  impart  to  you  what 
I  receive  of  any  importance.  I  mall  fay  no  more 
of  the  fleet  which  is  now  at  fea,  but  what  the  in- 
clofed  will  tell  you.  Sir  John  Grenville  is  yet  at 
Jerfey,  but  expects  every  day  an  opportunity  by 
the  help  of  fome  of  the  fleet  to  tranfport  himfelf  to 
Stilly,  where  he  will  be  ready  to  obferve  any  di- 
rections your  Excellency  mail  pleafe  to  give  him  for 
his  Majefty's  fervice. 

By  letters  from  Holland  I  perceive,  though  fome 
(as  the  Lord  Culpeper,  Lord  Percy  and  Mr.  Long 
by  directions,  it's  conceived,  from  Paris)  labour  wkh 
P.  Charles  to  go  for  Scotland :  yet  his  Highnefs's 
own  inclinations  and  moft  others  of  the  Council  a- 
bout  him  are  of  opinion,  that  he  go  rather  for  Ire- 
land, if  your  Excellency  fhall  fettle  a  happy  peace 
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JtD. i 648  in  that  kingdom.     But  certain  it  is,  P.  Charles  will 
not  be  able  to  continue  pad  in  Hol- 

land, and  it  is  a  queftion  whether  the  Queen  may 
not  think  fit,  if  his  Highnefs  go  for  Ireland,  either 
to  accompany  him,  or  follow  fhortly  after,  thither. 
But  of  thefe  fecrets  I  am  confident  Lord  Digby  or 
foms  of  your  correfpondence  at  Paris  do  give  you 
moft  certainly.  If  the  intercourfe  between  this  and 
Parts  had  not  been  debarred,  I  might  perhaps  have 
been  able  to  have  learnt  what  the  Queen  had  deter- 
mined in  it. 

I  have  herewith  fent  you  a  copy  of  the  Prince's 
letter  to  Lord  Fairfax  and  the  Council  of  War, 
which  was  fent  by  Mr.  Henry  Seymour,  what  effect 
it  hath  had  we  yet  hear  not.  There  is  alfo  herein  a 
copy  of  a  Memoir  delivered  by  the  Prince  to  the 
States,  when  his  Plighnefs  himfelf  had  an  audience 
with  them  •,  which  produced  feme  fruits.  For  the 
fame  day  they  refolved  to  fend  extraordinary  Em- 
baffadors,  Paw  and  Joachims.  (The  firft  is  a  very 
good  man  and  was  at  Munfter)  who  were  according- 
ly difpatched  within  few  days.  Thefe  copies  merit 
to  be  divulged  with  you  for  the  Prince's  honour. 
I  am  credibly  advertifed  that  the  States  feemed  very 
warm  in  the  King's  behalf,  and  fpoke  as  if  they 
would  not  take  it  as  they  had  done.  Doubtlefs  if 
thofe  States  would  or  durit.  embargoe  the  fhips  and 
goods  of  fuch  Engliih  rebels  as  are  in  their  ports 
and  dominions,  it  would  have  a  more  effectual  o- 
peration  in  England  for  his  Majefty's  good  and  pre- 
servation, than  any  harangues  of  their  EmbafTadors, 
which  thofe  barbarous  rebels  will  regard  no  more 
than  the  barking  of  a  dog  or  a  meflage  >from  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  efleeming  themfelves  to  be  in  a 
fanclified  condition  and  degree  above  any  Monarchs, 
States,  or  Princes  in  Chriflendom. 

Tile  Poft  comes  between  this  and  Rouen  with 
much  difficulty,  and  not  fo  frequently  as  heretofore  \ 
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the  Count  of  Har court  having  lately  taken  for  the^«P-l64* 
Ki*ag  and  Queen  regent  Quillebeuf,  and  pofTerTed  ^W^ 
himfelf  of  Ponteaudemer  and  fome  other  places 
thereabouts  between  this  and  Rouen  -,  which  makes 
me  doubtful  that  we  fhall  fhortly  be  here  deprived 
of  the  advert! fements  we  were  wont  to  receive  from 
England  and  Holland,  as  we  have  been  above  this 
month  of  thofe  letters  that  ufed  to  come  from  Paris  : 
which  will  not  only  render  your  fervants  here  lefs 
ufeful  to  your  Excellency,  but  more  difcon folate  a- 
mong  themfelves.  Your  beft  and  fafeft  way  of 
fending  letters  to  us  will  be  by  S.  Malo  \  thofe  parts 
and  roads  being  yet  free  from  foldiers. 

As  I  had  written  thus  far,  I  received  this  morning 
a  letter  from  Oudart  from  England  dated  Feb.  i, 
O.  S.  advifmg  that  the  Tuefday  before  the  worft  of 
villains  had  put  to  death  the  beft  of  Kings  and  of 
men  (our  dear  and  gracious  Mafter  and  Sovereign  :  ) 
which  is  an  act  fo  tranfeendently  abominable,  as  I 
even  abhor  to  mention,  but  that  I  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  acquaint  you  with  it,  (as  the  print  which  will 
be  fent  you  by  another  hand  will  more  particularly) 
that  if  you  have  not  had  earlier  notice,  you  may  by 
this  be  afTured  of  it,  as  forthwith  to  caufe  this  pre- 
fent  King  Charles  the  fecond  to  be  proclaimed  in  all 
convenient  places  and  parts  in  that  kingdom. 
Which  ought  to  be  done  by  fome  King  at  Arms  by 
warrant  under  your  Excellency's  and  fome  other  of 
the  Peers,  and  Privy-Counfellors  hands  of  that 
kingdom. 

It's  alfo  advertifed,  that  there  are  in  England  great 
preparations  making  forthwith  to  fend  a  great  fleet 
and  army  for  Ireland,  which  (it's  faid)  fhall  be  com- 
manded by  Cromwell,  and  is  to  confift  of  1 50  fail. 
Some  prefent  defign  is  alfo  (for  certain)  in  hand  a- 
gainft  Jerfey,  as  it's  advertifed.  By  a  letter  from 
the  Hague  of  the  9th  prefent,  I  am  afTured  by  a  very 
credible  hand,  that  P.  Charles  had  then  contracted 
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D.i  648  with  fome  Dutch  men  of  Rotterdam  to  fend  imme- 
diately two  mips  of  200  tuns  apiece  into  Ireland, 
laden  with  corn  and  cloaths  for  foldiers,  as  well  for 
the  provifion  of  the  fleet  as  for  the  publick  benefit 
of  that  kingdom  •,  and  thofe  Merchants  are  to  take 
off  fome  of  the  prize  Goods  in  lieu  of  thefe  their 
Commodities;  which  I  conceive  will  be  a  great  help 
on  that  fide.  P.  Charles  is  in  Triolland  ft  ill,  and  I 
hear  will  take  no  refolution  for  his  removing  from 
thence,  till  he  ftiall  receive  letters  from  Ireland  in 
what  condition  you  are  there.  My  heart  is  fo  op- 
prefTed  with  forrow  as  I  muft  beg  your  pardon  that 
I  can  add  no  more  but  that  I  am  &c. 

43°« 

P.  S.  I  have  by  Captain  Traps  fent  your  Excellency 
two  printed  copies  of  the  anfwer  to  the  charge 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ngainft  the  King, 
whereof  I  formerly  Ihewed  your  Excellency  here 
a  Manufcript. 


Lord  Byron  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellence, 

JUST  as  I  am  putting  my  foot  in  the  ftirrup  to 
go  for  Paris  the  pod:  arrives,  and  in  fome  let- 
ters from  good  hands  I  meet  with  a  particular  of 
great  concernment,  which  I  thought  fit  to  advertife 
your  Excellence  of  by  this  bearer  Major  Jamoty 
who  tho'  a  Roman  Catholick,  yet  herein  fo  much 
detefts  their  ways,  that  truly  I  believe  it  will  alter 
his  opinion.  The  bufinefs  is  briefly  this :  Sir  Ke« 
welme  T>ighy  with  fome  other  Romanifts,  accompa- 
nied with  one  Watjon  an  Independent  who  hath 
brought  them  palTes  from  Fairfax,  is  gone  for  Eng- 
land to join  the  interefts  of  all  the  Englifh  Papifts 
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with  that  bloody  party  that  murdered  the  King,  in  AD.164& 
the  oppofition  and  extirpation  of  Monarchical  Go- 
vernment y    or  if  that  Government  be  thought  fit, 
yet  that  it  mall  be  by  election,  and  not  by  fucceffion 
as  formerly  ,  provided  that  a  free  exercife  of  the 
Romifh  Religion  be  granted,  and  of  all  other  Reli- 
gions whatfoever  excepting  that  which  was  eftablim- 
ed  by  Law  in  the  Church  of  England.     This  devil- 
ifh  defign,  which  moft  certainly  is  now  fetting  on 
foot,  I  doubt  may  have  an  ill  influence  upon  Ireland-, 
efpecially   upon  Owen  O  Neile's  party,  if  not  pre- 
vented by  your  vigilance  and  prudence.     Poyntzy 
(my  Lord  of  IVorceJler's  devil)  I  hear,  is  a  prime 
actor  in  it :  and  it  is  much  fufpected,  thatWalfingham 
(whom   your  Excellence  knows  for  a  pragmatical 
knave,    and  I  believe  comes  over  in  Darcy*s  frigate) 
is  employed  by  Sir  K.  Digby,  tho'  pretending  other 
bufinefs.     Sir  E.  Nicholas  (I  believe)  either  hath  or 
will  write  to  your  Excellence  concerning  this  parti- 
cular, and  Major  Jamot  is  able  to  fay  fomething  in 
it.     I  am  the  apter  to  believe  it,  becaufe  when  \  was 
in  England ',  fomething  to  this  purpofe  was  propound- 
ed by  the  Independent  party  to  the  Recufants.     I 
humbly  befeech  your  Excellence  excufe  both  the 
paper  and  hafte  of  writing.     I  am,  &V. 

Caen,  March   I, 

1649.  N.  s.  John  Byron. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

YOUR  favour  of  the  4th  of  January  O.  S.    I 
had  the  honour  to  receive  here  this  laft  week 
by  the  hand  of  my  Lord  Byron,  who  hath  (as  your 
Excellency  directed)  communicated  with  me  his  in- 
flections and  papers :    and  with  his  advice,  he  be- 
ing 
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^f.D.1648  ing  to  go  to  Paris  to  the  Queen  before  he  could  go 
■'to  the  King  into  Holland,  I  have  by  General  Bigfy^ 
(who  is  now  embarked  for  Holland)  fent  to  the  King 
a  copy  of  the  Articles  of  peace  and  of  fome  other 
papers  of  moft  importance,  that  his  Majefty  may 
be  the  more  fpeedily  and  certainly  acquainted  there- 
with, the  Lord  Byron's  paflage  being  like  to  be 
more  tedious,  and  not  without  feme  hazard  by 
reafon  of  the  prefent  troubles,  between  this  and 
Paris. 

I  affure  your  Excellency,  the  news  of  the  peace 
made  in  Ireland,  is  of  great  comfort  to  all  honeft 
men  in  this  fad  conjuncture :  and  if  by  your  induftry 
your  Excellency  mail  be  able  to  get  a  good  army 
early  into  the  field,  I  hope  that  with  the  affiftanceof 
the  King's  fleet  now  on  that  coaft,  you  may  be  able 
to  reduce  Dublin ;  which  would  give  a  great  repu- 
tation to  your  Excellency's  conduct  and  actions,  and 
render  the  rebels  there  the  more  contemptible. 

We  had  not  here  the  news  of  our  late  gracious 
Matter's  being  fo  horridly  murdered  until  the  laft 
week,  by  reafon  thepoft  from  England  have  been  oft 
hindered  from  coming  into  France  ;  fo  as  we  cannot 
yet  hear  what  refolutions  the  new  King  will  take, 
nor  how  the  Queen  will  difpofe  of  herfelf,  nor 
what  will  become  of  the  Duke  of  Tcrk.  But  my 
hope  is,  that  the  King  will  haften  with  all  poflible 
diligence  into  Ireland ;  which  he  may  do  fecurely 
with  fix  or  eight  Dutch  men  of  War,  (which  I  con- 
ceive the  States  will  lend  his  Majefty  with  the  firft 
motion)  before  the, rebels  mail  have  reinforced  their 
fhipping  new  at  fea ;  as  I  have  intimated  to  fbme  of 
his  Majefty's  Council  now  in  Holland,  and  as  I 
fhall  my  felf  prefs  his  Majefty  when  I  jfhall  have  the 
happinefs  to  kifs  his  hands  in  Holland,  whither  I 
am  preparing  to  go  as  foon  as  I  can  pofiibly  meet; 
with  a  convenient  paftage. 

By  the  inclofed  extracts  of  letters  I  have  lately 
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received  from  Rouen  of  Feb.  \\  from  feveral  hands  ^•£>-l64s 
(whereof  one  is  from  Dr.  Winftad  a  very  honed ;  S^V^S-' 
Phyfician  and  a  Roman  Catholick)  your  Excellency 
will  fee  that  the  defign  of  the  Papifts  (  whereof  I 
have  by  my  former  given  you  intimation)  goes  on, 
and  is  like  to  prove  no  lefs  deftru&ive  to  Monarchy 
and  the  Church  of  England  than  the  Government 
now  there  prevalent ;  whereof  I  thought  good  to 
give  your  Excellency  again  this  timely  notice  as  ful- 
ly and  particularly  as  I  receive  it;  becaufe  I  doubt 
if  it  go  forward  in  England,  it  will  have  a  very  great 
influence  on  thofe  of  that  religion  in  Ireland.  And 
I  am  jealous  that  Walfingham  who  is  lately  gone 
hence  for  Ireland,  is  fent  to  acquaint  the  Catholicks 
in  that  kingdom  with  the  defign,  and  to  kd  how 
they  will  like  of  it  j  for  he  did  here  fpeak  much  a- 
gainft  the  Papifts  endeavouring  to  join  with  the  re- 
bels in  England,  and  feemed  to  be  forry  that  Sir 
Kenelme  Digby  had  an  hand  in  it ;  which  is  like  o- 
ther  of  his  fmall  policies.  I  hope  your  Excellency 
will  caufe  an  eye  to  be  had  on  him  and  others,  that 
no  fuch  projects  maybe  fet  on  foot  in  that  kingdom  ; 
which  may  be  in  this  conjuncture  much  more  per- 
nicious in  regard  it  may  make  all  that  take  part 
with  Col.  Jones  and  Owen  O  Neile  unite. 

By  a  letter  of  Feb.  T6T  from  the  Hague,  it  is  ad- 
vertifed,  that  upon  the  news  of  our  late  gracious 
Matter's  being  fo  horridly  murdered,  it  was  fefolved 
at  our  new  King's  Court,  that  a  difpatch  mould  be 
fent  into  Ireland  as  foon  as  it  was  polTible,  the  Black- 
Moor  Lady  frigate  being  then  come  to  the  Brill  with 
two  prizes  of  corn  and  ready  for  that  purpofe.  The 
two  blank  Commiftions  fent  by  Lord  Byron  to  be 
delivered  to  me  for  Captain  Darcy  or  Capt.  Gardner 
when  they  had  Captains  and  frigates  to  make  im- 
mediate ufe  of  them,  were  by  his  Lordfhip  both  de- 
livered to  Capt.  Gardner  upon  a  note  under  his  hand 
(which  I  have)  that  he  would  fend  one  of  them  to 
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J.D.  1 648  Captain  Barcy,  and  either  make  ufe  of  the  other 

V^vs*'  himfelf  in  a  fhort  fpace  or  fend  it  to  me.      I  mall 

now  add  no  more  to  your  Excellency's  trouble,  but 

humbly  pray  that  you  will  honour  me  ftill  with  your 

noble  favour  and  efteem,  &c. 

Can  March  ^  E.  Nicholas. 

1.64I,  S.  N. 

Extraff  of  Dr.  Winftad's  Letter  to  Sir  E. 
Nicholas^/VOT  Rouen,  Feb.  27,   1649,  N.  S. 

TUESD  A  Y  laft  arrived  here  Sir  Kenelme  Big- 
by  from  Paris,  with  divers  young  Gentlemen 
in  his  company ;  only  there  was  a  wry-necked  fellow 
amongft  them,  whom  Sir  Kenelme  commended  to 
my  acquaintance  and  care,  as  being  (he  faid)  in  a 
confumption,  and  for  that  cure,  had  changed  the 
air  and  came  into  France,  but  was  now  going  into 
England  with  an  intention  to  return  within  1 6  or 
20  days,  and  then  would  ftay  here  or  go  into  Lan- 
guedoc  for  his  health.  Feeling  his  hand  and  pulfe, 
I  affured  him  that  he  was  in  no  confumption,  nor 
never  had  been.  Afterwards  I  perceived  that  this 
w7as  but  a  pretence,  and  that  he  was  an  Agent  for 
that  accurfed  crew ;  his  name  Watfon,  Scout- 
Mafter  to  the  rebels.  I  fpake  freely  my  mind  of 
the  murther  and  the  judgment  that  was  made  here 
by  the  French  :  his  anfwer  was,  That  the  French 
abhorred  the  fact  in  general.  I  fpared  no  curfes, 
for  I  aflure  myfelf  it's  no  fin  to  curfe  the  enemies 
of  God  and  my  King.  I  afked  Sir  Kenelme  Bigby, 
why  he  would  go  now  into  England,  considering  the 
abomination  of  that  country :  his  anfwer  was,  That 
he  had  not  any  means  to  fubfift  longer,  and  if  he 
went  not  now,  he  mult  ftarye.  I  anfwered,  it  was 
the  better  choice  to  die,  if  he  remember'd  the  obli- 
gations he  had  to  the  Queen  regent  of  France,  who 

took 
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took  him  from  thofe  that  would  have  deftroyed^£i648 
him.  He  anfwer'd,  that  the  Queen  regent  knew* 
of  his  going,  and  that  he  had  the  King  of  France's 
pafs  and  would  return  again  fuddenly.  I  preft  him 
to  ftay  2  or  3  months ;  he  replied,  that  by  that 
time  all  bufinefs  would  be  fettled.  I  defired  him 
not  to  think  to  have  from  thofe  at  London  any  tole- 
ration ;  for  that  for  my  part,  I  had  rather  live  in  ex- 
ile all  days  of  my  life  and  fuffer  at  Tyburn  when  I 
came  home,  than  that  my  publick  liberty  to  ferve 
God  mould  fpring  from  the  bloody  murtherers  of 
my  Sovereign :  and  this  I  know  to  be  the  opinion 
of  all  good  Catholicks. 

Endorfed,  This  was  from  an  honeft  Englifh  Catho- 
lick  Physician  now  at  Rouen,  being  of  intimate 
acquaintance  with  Sir  Kenekne  Digiy. 

Rouen,  February  27,  1649. 

The  Plot  (as  I  am  told)  about  which  Sir  K.  Digby 
(who  came  few  days  fince  to  this  town)  is  employ- 
ed as  Agent  to  treat  with  thofe  horrid  rebels  the 
Independents  of  England,  is  for  the  fubverfion  of 
fucceflive  hereditary  Monarchy  there  and  to  make 
it  elective,  and  to  eftablifh  Popery  there,  and   to 
give  toleration  to  all  manner  of  Religions  except 
that  of  the  Church  of  England  according  to  the  prac- 
tice thereof.     Here  came  with  him  one  Watfon,  who 
is  and  hath  long  been  Scout-Mafter  General  to  the 
rebels  army  under  Fairfax,  and  was  by  profeflion 
formerly   a  broken  Goldfmith  in   Lincoln,    from 
whence  he  was  driven  to  fly  for  coufening  people  by 
felling  Alchymy  inftead  of  Silver.    This  fellow  was 
fent  to  Paris  to  Sir  Kenelme  Digby,  from  whence  he 
wrote  letters  to  the  General  and  others  in  England 
to  haften  the  fending  away  of  that  Knighfs  pafport 
with  all  fpeed.     And  that  you  may  imagine  what  a 
kind  of  rogue  he  is,   I  will  only  tell  you  this  one 

thing 
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J.D.164S  thing  of  him  ;    That  he  publickly  difputes  againft 

**-^v^  the  blefled  Trinity,    and  will,  acknowledge  none  : 

and  this  villain  is  the  only  comrade  of  that  Knight, 

and  is  ufed  by  him  with  the  greater!:  refpect  that 

can  be  imagined. 

I  hear  the  Duke  of  York  doth  highly  difguft  his 
Governor,  and  hath  lately  made  a.  complaint  againft 
him  to  the  Queen  :  whereupon  Sir  John  Berkley 
told  him,  'That  he  Jhould  know  what  he  was,  and 
would  be  his  Governor  in  defpight  of,  &c.  And  the 
Duke  made  a  reply  with  an  Oath,  (which  he  faid 
was  the  firft  that  he  ever  fwore,  but  was  refolved  to 
keep  it)  That  he  jhould  not  be  any  Governor  of  his, 
and  reprehended  himfharply. 


Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

THO'  I  did  but  yeflerday  give  your  Excellency  as 
full  a  difpatch  asl  then  could  by  Major  Jamet ; 
yet  having  this  morning  received  from  London  from 
a  good  hand  the  Advertifement  inclofed,  where- 
in you  will  find  there  is  ftill  by  the  Papifts  in 
England  a  driving  on  of  their  defign,  to  procure  a 
toleration  of  Religion  there  and  elfewhere,  by  their 
adhering  to  the  bloody  Rebels  now  prevalent  in 
England,  I  thought  it  necenary  by  this  opportunity 
to  advertife  it  to  your  Excellency,  that  if  Sir  John 
Winter  or  any  other  come  over  with  that  defign, 
you  may  deal  with  him  as  you  think  beft  to  prevent 
the  ill  confequences  that  may  happen  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  affairs  on  that  fide  in  this  conjuncture.  I  can- 
not yet  meet  with  any  means  for  my  tranfportation 
into  Holland  that  may  be  probably  fafe ;  but  as  foon 
as  I  can  I  refolve  to  go  thither  \  and  wherefoever 

I  am 


from  the  Tear  1641  to  1660.         223 

I  am  or  fhall  be,  I  fliall  continue  to  be  faithfully  and  A.D.ibfi 
perpetually,  *Sy\J 

March  4.  N.  S.  My  Lord,  &c. 


i645 


9* 


E.  Nicholas. 


P.  S.  After  I  had  written  thus  far,  I  faw  a  Letter 
dated  February  \\,  written  by  Sir  G.  Radcliffe 
from  the  Hague,  certifying  that  the  States  Gene- 
ral came  then  to  the  now  King,  to  condole  with 
him  the  murder  (fo  they  juftly  called  it)  of  the 
late  King  his  Royal  Bather,  and  did  acknowledge 
his  now  Majefty  to  be  (as  his  Father's  Heir  and 
Succeflbr)  rightful  and  lawful  King  of  England, 
&c.  and  did  offer  his  now  Majefty  their  beft 
affiftance  for  recovery  of  his  Crowns  and  Rights, 
profeffing  a  very  great  deteftation  of  fo  horrid  an 
action  as  had  been  committed  on  the  Royal  Perfon 
of  our  gracious  Sovereign  and  Mafter  ;  and  fay- 
ing that  it  was  not  pofiible  there  could  be  any 
Government  where  the  King  or  Chief  Magis- 
trate mould  be  liable  to  be  called  to  account  for 
their  actions  by  the  People. 

The  Minifters  in  Holland  came  likewife  in  a  body  to 
the  King,  and  declared  their  deteftation  of  the 
faid  horrid  murder,  and  the  Sunday  following 
preached  in  moft  of  the  Churches  thereabouts, 
againft  the  impiety  and  wickednefs  thereof: 
whereby  the  People  there  are  very  much  em-aged 
againft  all  that  have  favoured  or  aflifted  any 
ways  the  Rebels  in  England-,  infomuch  that 
Strickland  (their  Agent  there)  dares  not  go  nit 
of  his  lodging  for  fear  the  People  will  tear  him 
in  pieces.  But  tho'  the  People  in  France  do  ge- 
nerally abominate  the  faid  horrid  murder,  yet  I 
do  not  hear  that  Angier  is  in  any  fort  difquieted 

in 
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J.D.164S      in  Paris.     Pardon,  I  befeech  you,  the  preemp- 
tion of  troubling  you  with  this  fcribled  Poftfcript. 

*The  Advertijement  inclofed. 

London,  February  \\,   1649. 

YO  U  will  fee  in  the  Prints  the  feveral  Ads  of 
the  Commons  in  order  to  the  change  of  the 
Government,  wherein  now  their  feems  much  to  be 
expected  from  Mr.  Martin  :  for  he  begins  to  be  in 
vogue,  efpecially  with  the  meaner  Officers,  and 
Levellers  who  will  not  be  left  out  in  the  legiflative 
work.  And  yefterday  a  lift  of  the  forty  (which 
muft  be  the  Committee  of  State,  to  commence 
with  the  new  Reprefentative)  was  perfected  ;  but 
not  to  the  content  of  all  that  pretend  merit  in  de- 
ftroying  the  former  Government,  Of  this  lift  16 
are  Officers  of  the  Army,  8  Members  of  the 
Commons  (which  are  certainly  of  a  piece)  4  Lords, 
2  Judges,  (St.  John  and  Rolls)  2  Lawyers  (Brad- 
Jhaw  and  Whit  lock)  the  reft  Citizens  and  Gentlemen. 
Upon  the  news  of  proclaiming  the  King  in  Scot- 
land, (which  here  they  will  not  feem  to  apprehend 
much)  they  yet  ordered  prefently  that  6000  from 
thefe  parts,  40po  from  Berwick  and  Carlijle,  mall 
join  to  keep  that  Kingdom  from  hurting  the  fettle- 
ment  intended  here.  But  neverthelefs  it  ftartles 
the  Grandees,  that  matters  in  France  are  likely  to 
be  compofed,  wondering  the  People  there  never 
fent  hither  for  aid  ;  and  that  Jones  writes  fo  difcon- 
folately  of  his  abilities  to  fubfift,  if  the  Marquefs 
of  Ormonde  (who  hath  made  peace  with  the  Irifh) 
do  advance.  To  prevent  which  I  am  told,  that 
Sir  John  Winter,  (but  I  crave  leave  to  examine  the 
truth  of  the  report)  is  difpatched  hence  (all  his  fe- 
queftrations  being  off  is  a  fhrewd  fign)  to  Ireland^ 
with  large  offers  of  toleration  for  the  Roman  Reli- 
4  gion» 
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gion,  here  as  well  as  there,  to  make  them  leave  all  ^.Z).i6^ 
hopes  in  the  King  :  and  an  act  is  coming  forth  for  '^^^V^ 
Catholicks  generally  to  be  admitted  to  compofitions 
at  an  eafy  rate. 

Duke  Hamilton  pleads  now  by  Counfel*  and  will 
fpin  out  fome  time  ere  it  come  to  an  iffue.  For  the 
Earl  of  Norwich  the  Spanifn  Embaftador  inter- 
cedes, and  not  without  hope.  The  Lord  Capell 
and  he  ftand  upon  the  mercy  granted  them  at  Col- 
chefter  :  and  it  holds  deputation  ft  ill,  whether  ob- 
ligatory or  not.  The  Earl  of  Holland  hath  War- 
wick to  friend,  and  he  perhaps  mud:  not  be  dif* 
obliged  in  his  requeft  to  fave  his  life.  Sir  John 
Owen  will  have  the  hardeft  pluck;  but  perhaps 
may  get  an  advantage  by  his  being  laft. 

I  am  told  a  petition  is  fomenting  privately  in  the 
City  for  the  Lord  Grey  of  Grooby  to  be  General, 
and  Henry  Martin  Lieutenant  General  :  if  fo,  you 
will  fee  a  new  model  with  flaws  good  ft  ore. 

I  know  not  what  the  Dutch  EmbalTadors  being 
feafted  laft  night  by  Bradjhaw  fignifies,  but  an  ap- 
provement of  the  report,  that  they  are  treating 
with  this  new  State :  but  I  muft  referve  my  judg- 
ment, till  I  have  fuller  ground  to  go  upon. 

The  Corps  of  the  late  King  was  interred  at 
Windfor  laft  week  in  Henry  Y  Ill's  vault  ;  the  four 
Bedchamber  Lords,  (viz.  the  Duke  of  Richmond? 
Marquefs  of  Hartford^  Earls  of  Southampton  and 
Lindfey)  attended,  and  the  Bifhop  of  London  :  but 
no  obfequies  were  done. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde* 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency r, 

MY  former  letters  to  your  Excellency  were  of  the 
4th  prefent,  fince  which  I  have  received  the 
feveral  Advertifements  inclofed.    I  have  by  ficknefs 

Q^  been 
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^.£.1648  been  detained  hitherto  from  going  for  Holland  : 
^V^  but  I  intend  this  week  (God  willing)  to  fet  forth, 
and  when  I  fhall  be  there  will  not  fail  to  ferve  your 
Excellency  faithfully,  if  it  fhall  be  in  my  power. 
I  do  not  yet  hear,  that  the  King  hath  fince  his 
blefTed  Father's  deceafe  taken  any  fervant  or  officer  •, 
it  may  be  his  Majefty  will  not  receive  any  until  he 
fhall  be  in  fome  part  of  his  own  Dominions  ;  and 
I  hope  he  will  not  be  long  from  Ireland,  if  your 
Excellency  (hall  advife  his  repair  thither  to  be  as 
necefTary  now  he  is  King,  as  formerly  when  he  was 
Prince  -,  and  you  will  by  the  inclofed  Extracts  from 
Paris  and  the  Hague  fee  his  Majefty's  inclinations 
to  come  for  Ireland. 

The  Nuncio  that  came  from  Ireland  pafled  thro5 
this  town  the  laft  week  ;  but  he  brought  us  no  letters 
or  commendations  from  your  Excellency  ;  and  tho' 
he  remained  here  3  or  4  days,  he  did  not  vouch- 
fafe  to  vifit  any  of  your  friends  here  :  which  ar- 
gues that  he  was  not  well  fatisfied  with  your  non- 
compliance with  him  in  his  negotiation,  for  the 
advancement  of  Popery  by  Rebellion.  He  here 
faid,  he  believes  that  all  the  Catholicks  in  Ireland 
would  (in  deteftation  of  the  murther  of  our  blefTed 
Mailer  now  in  Heaven)  come  in  and  join  with  your 
Excellency. 

The  Rebels  Fleet  in  England  goes  (I  hear)  but 
flowly  forward.  They  hope  to  have  20  fail  at  fea 
about  a  month  hence,  if  they  can  get  feamen  :  but 
there  is  as  yet  but  little  appearance  of  the  forward- 
nefs  of  the  reft  of  their  great  Fleet,  which  they  fo 
much  talk  of.  I  have  delivered  to  your  noble 
^  Lady  for  your  Excellency,     his  late  Majefty's  por- 

traiture, being  the  moft  exquifite,  pious,  and 
princely  piece  that  I  ever  read. 

I  hear  from  a  good  hand  from  Paris,  that  there 
is  at  prefent  no  thought,  either  of  the  King's  com- 
ing into  France,  or  of  the  Queen's  going  towards 
2  his 
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his  Majefty,    or  of  the  Lord  Jermyn's  going  into  ^-#-»  648 
Holland :    all   which  have  been  fur  le  tapis ,  but  ^V^ 
thought  not  feafible,  principally  for  want  of  money. 
Though  the  French  make  mew  here  of  very  great 
refentment  of  the  execrable  murther  of  our  bleiTed 
Mailer,  yet  I  doubt  they  will  never  contribute  re- 
ally any  troops  towards  our  now  King's  reftoration  : 
for  if  they  had  really  taken  to  heart  the  vindication 
of  that  horrid  villany,  they  would  prefently  have 
fent  for  their  Embaflador  from  England,  or  have 
given  him  command  to  demand  our  Queen's  join- 
ture, and  have  fent  Augyers  out  of  this  Kingdom, 
and  have  conjured  the  Scots  to  have  joined  hear- 
tily, without  any  relation  to  their  covenant,  with 
our  now   King,  in  his  juft  and  righteous   caufe. 
The  Prince  of  Conde  indeed  hath  exprefled  a  par- 
ticular fenfe  againft  the  Rebels  in  England  for  their 
high  fin  againft  God,  their  Sovereign  and  Monarchy 
itfelf ;  and  openly  protefted  that  he  will  aflift  his 
Majefty  that  now   is  cordially,  when  peace  ihall 
be  made  in  France.     I  am  told  from  a  good  hand 
that  Lord  Percy  {lands  to  be  517.  I  believe  it  is  not 
upon  any  recommendation  from  our  late  Mafter  of 
Hefted  memory.     When  your  Excellency  fhall  be 
pleafed  to  honour  me  with  your  commands,  I  fhall 
readily  obey  them,  and  ferve  you  in  any  thing  in 
my  power,  very  faithfully  as, 

Caen,  March  \\>  My  Lord \   &C. 

164!. 

43°* 


'Adveriifements  inclofed. 

London,  Feb.  26,  1648.     O.  S.' 

TH  E  Committee  of  State  feem  now  all  agreed, 
the  engagement  being  altered  ;  (which  they" 
fubferibe)  and  obliging  now  their  actings  de  futuro  m 

Q^z  order 
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^.D.i648cfrcter  to  the  exclufion  of  Kingfhip,  and  mutual 
V-OT^  fupport  of  the  Commonwealth's  good,  and  their 
own  fafeties. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  hath  received  again 
many  of  its  Members  upon  declaim  of  the  Votes 
about  the  treaty  December  5.  and  it's  conceived 
that  few  will  ft  ay  totally  out. 

There  is  a  great  and  vifible  unwillingness  in  the 
feamen  to  engage  for  the  Parliament  ;  their  hearts 
being  fet  upon  the  Crown's  intereft,  and  daily  fome 
of  them  warping  towards  it. 

Here  arrived  this  morning  letters  from  Jonef9 
dated  February  1 8  at  Dublin  5  which  bring  a  decla- 
ration of  the  Marquefs  of  Ormonde,  (who  ftiles 
himfelf  Ixjrd  Lieutenant  and  Lieutenant  General  of 
all  the  Forces  in  Ireland)  of  his  agreement  with  the 
Confederates,  Inchiauin,  Taffe,  &c.  The  articles 
are  therein  referred  to,  but  not  brought  along : 
nor  do  I  find  that  they  have  yet  muftered  any  body 
of  an  army.  But  they  have  proclaimed  the  King, 
and  Jones  calls  for  fuccours,  before  fhipping  (which 
he  fays  is  at  Kin/ale)  come  from  Prince  Rupert  to 
lie  in  Dublin  road  ;  who  hath  1 8  already  upon  the 
Coaft,  which  daily  grow  more  in  number. 

This  day  a  very  high-flying  Remonftrance  from 
Scotland  was  delivered  to  the  Speaker  here,  laying 
all  breaches  home  upon  the  army,  and  demanding 
the  King's  reftitution  to  his  Father's  Throne,  and 
the  Lords  and  Commons  to  their  freedom  and 
feflion,  with  great  menaces,  if  this  be  not  done. 

Hereupon  our  force  againft  that  nation,  and  our 
arts  to  fruftrate  their  proceedings,  are  doubled : 
and  towards  Ireland  (it  is  faid)  3000  fhall  be  pre~ 
fently  fent,  and  fo  doubtlefs  will  be,  except  AJhton  in 
Lancajhire  do  hinder,  whofe  men  (4000)  refufe  to 
difband  or  go  for  that  fervice,  fave  upon  conditions 
which  we  are  not  in  cafe  to  grant.  Some  fparks 
of  cpmbuftion  and  divifion  appear  already  among 

our 
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our  foldiers  :  and  this  day  Col.  Ltlburne  went  to  ^/>.  164S 
Wcfimirfter^  with  a  Petition  againft  the  Court  there  <s*rVs^ 
for  the  Lords  trial.  He  offered  alfo  to  plead  for 
the  Lords,  but  nothing  came  of  it  then.  It  is 
fuppofed  it  may  go  further,  and  that  the  difTention 
betwixt  Cromwell  and  Martin  is  real,  and  that  the 
latter  i  [filling  commiffions  in  vertue  of  his  own 
ftrength  with  the  levelling  party,  which  courts 
him  as  their  leader. 

L'Hiiic  H' mill  on  was  again  at  the  Bar  this  day; 
had  leave  for  to  examine  more  witnefles,  after 
his  Counfel  had  pleaded  for  him  long  :  And  Steel 
moved  for  time  to  anfwer  the  defence,  and  to  clear 
the  chaise  agninft  him.  So  the  Court  adjourned  till 
to  morrow  ;  which  I  fuppofe  will  be  his  laft  day :  and 
betwixt  this  and  Friday  (for  then  the  com  minion 
ends)  it  is  mppofed,  all  will  have  their  fentence, 
and  perhaps  an  end  of  their  lives  ;  which  opinion 
I  find  ftrong  in  fome  who  judge  not  at  a  diftance. 

The  Scots  Commimoners  went  away  for  their 
country  by  fea  laft  week. 

This  day  Paw  is  gone  hence  (who  is  one  of  the 
Dutch  EmbarTadors)  for  Holland^  with  a  huge  pre- 
emption of  men  upon  him,  that  he  carries  over- 
tures of  a  near  confederacy  defired  by  thefe  men 
with  his  Mailers. 

London,  March  I,   1648. 

The  news  from  Ireland  of  the  Marquefs  of  Or* 
monde's  certain  agreement  there  with  the  Confede- 
rates and  Inch'quin^  and  of  Prince  Rupert  being 
upon  the  coaft  with  a  good  Fleet,  makes  them  here 
to  haften  their  preparations  to  relieve  Jones  :  and 
Father  Quin  is  come  thence  to  ftir  up  the  Catho-r 
licks  here  to  help  againft  the  Royal  Party  \  fo  much 
is  the  fcene  changed  from  what  was  acted  hereto- 
fore. Seventeen  Regiments  of  horfe  and  foot  are 
feid  here  to  be  ordered  for  relief  to  Ireland, 

Put  the  new  chains  of  England's  liberty  difcover^ 
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«/£Z>.i 648  ed  by  Lilhurne  and  his  adherents  this  week,  put 
0*y>*/  the  Grandees  a  little  to  a  ft  and.  For  he  fhews 
many  very  eflential  points  of  exception  to  the  peo- 
ple's agreement,  and  notably  to  the  Court  of  Juf- 
iice  (fo  called)  and  more  particularly  to  the  new 
Committee  of  State,  which  I  find  is  ftartied  much 
thereat,  as  fuppofing  themfelves  not  fafl  in  the  fad- 
die.  Yet  this  day  Lilburne  hath  been  feized  upon 
by  troopers,  and  is  carried  away  prifoner  for  his 
boldnefs. 

Much  nettled  we  are  here  Iikewiie  at  the  pe- 
remptory letter  the  Scots  Commiffioners  left  behind 
to  be  delivered  when  they  were  (as  they  thought) 
gone  out  of  reach.  But  it  fortunes  fo,  that  we 
have  reached  their  perfons  at  Gravefend,  and  fent 
them  towards  the  borders,  with  a  copy  of  it,  to 
fee,  if  the  Parliament  in  Scotland  will  avow  them0 
Jiowever  I  do  not  fee,  but  they  will  leave  wool  in 
the  hedge  for  their  boldnefs,  which  nobody  will  be 
greatly  lorry  for  that  I  know.  Their  great  Hamil- 
ton y  and  the  reft  at  trial  with  him,  (it's  thought) 
will  this  day  have  their  doom ;  but  that  the  exe- 
cution will  be  of  two  forts,  fome  to  die,  others  to 
be  banifhed. 

Sir  Thomas  Bendijh  (now  Embaftador  at  Constan- 
tinople) is  like  to  be  difplaced  ftiddenly  *,  one  Dr. 
I$ond  fuing  to  have  the  Embaflage  from  our  Repub« 
lick  here. 

Our  Fleet  will  not  be  fully  fitted  in  three  months  | 
but  by  the  end  of  this,  we  fuppofe,  20  fnips  will 
be  ready :  but  truly  the  feamen  warp  fo  faft  to- 
wards their  fellow  revolters,  that  we  know  not 
what  account  to  make  of  our  fea  forces. 

The  Lord  Rich  was  catched  going  away  beyond 
fea,  and  carrying  ttw  thoufand  pounds  worth  of 
money  and  monies  worth,  which  we  conceive  tend- 
ed to  our  diflervice.  His  father  was  not  wife 
enough  to  keep  his  anchor, 

Thg 
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The  honeft  party,  who  wifh  freedom  indeed  to^-0,1^8 
the  nation,  have  much  to  charge  againft  the  Gran-  ^^T^i 
dees,  and  if  they  were  not  curbed,  would  fpeak 
out  their  minds  freely.  Six  hundred  men  were  to 
be  drawn  out  of  Whitehall  into  Suffolk-houfe  ;  but 
it  is  fo  ordered,  that  the  General  mall  take  it  for 
his  quarter,  which  contents  the  honeft  foldiery. 
At  Whitehall^  the  State  Committee  and  other 
Counfellqrs  take  up  moft  of  the  place. 

We  think  not  fit  to  let  Harry  Seymour  yet  to 
have  his  liberty. 

There  is  too  much  caufe  here  to  fear,  not  only  a 
new  war,  but  a  moft  fad  confufion  by  the  clafh- 
ings  among  ourfelves.  Ajhton's  men  refufe  to  dif- 
band,  except  they  have  arrears,  &c. 

Fain  we  would  fhut  up  the  Scots  by  fome  chain 
of  forts  'twixt  Edinburgh  or  Leith  and  Dunbrit- 
ton^  that  they  make  no  incurfions  upon  us. 

Hague,  March  16,   1649.     N.  S. 

Upon  the  good  news  from  Ireland  all  men  here 
are  extreamly  difpofed  to  remove  thither  :  and  I 
believe  the  King  hath  taken  a  refolution  to  that 
purpofe,  tho'  it  be  not  yet  declared,  which  his 
unpreparednefs  by  the  great  want  of  money  is  the 
fole  occafion  of  :  but  all  means  imaginable  for  the 
getting  of  a  fupply  are  now  ufed,  and  I  hope  they 
will  be  not  altogether  ineffectual.  Thefe  States  have 
now  a  great  bank  lying  by  them  fince  the  peace  ; 
but  there  is  as  yet  no  certain  appearance  that  they 
will  aflift  us,  tho'  they  continue  their  cheap  civili- 
ties to  his  Majefty.  Their  Embaflador  is  now  re- 
turned, and  we  fhall  fuddenly  fee,  what  face  they 
will  put  /upon  his  account  of  his  Embafly,  and  the 
overtures  which  (without  queftion)  the  Rebels  in 
England  made  to  him  •,  their  great  civilities  and 
careffes  being  very  notorious  all  the  while  he  ftaid 
there  after  the  King's  death,  and  their  addrefles 

Q^4  were; 
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#Z).  1648  were  fomewhat  too  ceremonioufly  and  cheerfully 
^"V^^  received  by  him. 

The  Commiflioners,  that  have  been  fo  long 
expected  by  ibme  from  Scotland,  are  not  yet 
come  :  and  we  look  for  no  greater  matter  from 
thence.  Thefe  Lords  that  are  here  already,  La~ 
nerick  and  Lauderdale,  (who  were  fain  to  fly  for 
their  moderation)  abating  not  an  ace  of  their  damn- 
ed Covenant  in  all  their  difcourfes ;  and  why  we 
fhould  be  fo  fond  as  to  expert  any  thing  but  mif- 
chief  from  the  reft,  I  know  not.  The  Marquefs 
of  Montrofe  is  likewife  ftill  here,  and  of  clean  an- 
other temper,  abhorring  even  the  mod  moderate 
party  of  his  countrymen  :  and  it  is  the  opinion 
and  wifhes  of  all  men,  that  his  Majefty  would  im- 
ploy  him,  as  the  man  of  the  cleareft  honour,  cou- 
rage, and  aireclipn,  to  his  fervice  ;  and  of  this  I 
believe  I  (hall  fhortly  be  able  to  tell  you  more. 

Sir  John  Cockran  is  juft  now  come  to  town 
from  penwark%  where  the  murther  of  the  King 
hath  an  equal,  if  not  higher  refentment  than  in 
any  other  part ;  and  he  gives  us  an  affurance  that 
we  mail  have  very  confiderable  helps  from  that 
Kingdom  ;  there  being  now  in  the  way  hither  an 
extraordinary  Embaflador  from  that  King  to  ours, 
who  comes  in  very  great  pomp,  and  with  over- 
tures of  as  great  confequence  to  us,  whereof  you 
may  expect  more  by  the  next. 

My  Lord  Loughborough  is  fafely  landed  at  Rot- 
terdam, whither  are  likewife  come  very  many  per- 
fecuted  Cavaliers. 

Col.  Mafey  applies  himfelf  very  much  to  our 
Court, 

By  another  of  the  fame  date. 

Monfieur  Woolfleet  the  Hooft  Mafter  of  Denmark 
is  upon  his  way  hither  as  Embaflador  to  our  King : 
and  Sjr  John  Cockran  (who  returned  but  this 
morning)  gives  us  hopes  of  very  good  afliftance 
from,  that  Kingdojn,  '  'Rouen, 
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Rouen,  March  if,  164-i.  AD.\6tf 

This  morning  I  happened  to  have  fome  difcourfe  ^^V>^ 
with  a  Jew  that  fpake  Englifh,  andafking  him  how 
he  liked  the  Parliament  and  Army  of  England,  now 
they  had  revoked  the  Laws  that  were  made  againft 
the  Jews  ;  he  told  me,  that  neverthelefs  he  thought 
that  there  were  no  fuch  villains  in  the  world  as  they 
are,  and  believed  that  none  of  his  Religion  would 
ever  adventure  themfelves  among  fueh  bloody  trai-r 
tors  as  had  murdered  their  own  King. 

London,  March  8.   1648. 

The  news  this  day  is,  that  the  few  Lords  (viz, 
Duke  Hamilton,  Earl  of  Holland,  Earl  of  Norwich, 
and  Lord  Cap  ell ,)  and  Sir  John  Owen  (all  condemn^ 
ed  on  Tuefday  lafl  to  be  beheaded,)  mall  die  to- 
morrow betwixt  8  and  5  in  the  new  Palace,  for 
which  the  Sheriff  of  Middlefex,  Vyner,  hath  alrea- 
dy a  warrant,  but  he  is  flck  and  his  under  Sheriff 
out  of  the  way  ;  fo  as  perhaps  it  muft  fall  into  the 
army's  hand  to  do  the  work.  Mr.  Peters  prefent^ 
ing  yefterday  Hamilton's  Petition  to  the  fpeaker, 
made  many  believe  he  (at  laft)  would  efcape.  This 
day  alfo  ftrong  endeavours  have  been  ufed  for  all, 
and  efpecially  for  the  Lord  Capell,  but  whether  to 
purpofe  I  cannot  fay  -,  all  feeming  to  tend  to  the 
contrary. 

The  Scots  Commiflioners  are  ftill  detained  at 
Grave/end,  and  have  two  muiketeers  and  two  troop- 
ers continually  with  them  ;  the  latter  two  eating 
with  them  at  board.  Young  Nevill  the  wit^is  em- 
ployed (we  hear)  to  Scotland  about  their  burlnefs. 

A  ftrict  care  is  had  upon  fuch  as  look  towards 
Holland. 

We  lament  the  hazards  our  mips  run  for  want  of 
pur  fleet  to  fecure  the  feas,  which  cannot  yet  be 
ready  as  to  any  confiderable  number  iri  at  leaft  a 
mpnth.    The  three  Admirals  went  away  yefterday 

3  tor 
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J.D.i6±$  to  Chatham  to  fet    forward  the  preparations. 

Paffengers  newly  come  from  Dublin  ride  aflure, 
that  it  is  block'd  up  already  by  fea  and  land;  if  fo,  it 
cannot  hold  out  a  week  fcarce. 

For  this  caufe  (and  to  quiet  Scotland  en  pajfant) 
Sir  Hardres  Waller  is  to  march  with  his  I  rim  army 
northward,  which  will  confift  of  12000.  The  Ge- 
neral remains  in  the  South  on  this  ride  'Trent. 
Cromwell  takes  charge  of  the  North  beyond  Trent ; 
Lord  Gray  of  Grooby  of  Wales  and  the  Marches, 
and  Ireton  of  the  Weft. 

The  Earl  of  Northumberland  will  travel  for  It  ah. 

I  hear  the  Scottifh  Parliament  have  retracted 
their  Vote  for  an  army  to  hinder  the  invading  of 
their  country  by  the  Sectaries.  Whether  it  be  cut 
of  confideration  that  the  Sectaries  (as  they  term 
them)  are  too  ready  and  ftrong  for  them,  now 
Pomfret  is  upon  treaty,  or  that  the  furprize  of  Inver* 
fiefs  by  the  Cavaliers  unwitting  to  them  (  as  they 
pretend)  difgufted  them,  as  it  is  by  fome  here  con- 
jectured, I  cannot  tell. 

Paris,  March  18,  1649.  N.  S. 

We  are  here  in  a  very  unfettled  condition,  our 
family  being  on  the  point  of  breaking  up,  fuch  is 
the  want ;  as  likewife  a  remove  is  certainly  intend- 
ed, for  which  reafon  our  Court  is  not  yet  put  into 
mourning.  Her  Majefty  ( as  I  hear)  intends  for 
Flanders  or  Rouen.  The  defign  is  certainly  to  meet 
the  King.  The  Lord  Jermin  is  now  at  St.  Ger^ 
mains^  and  (as  is  conceived)  about  his  Majefty's  free 
parTage  if  he  comes  through  France.  Dr.  Goffe  is 
fent  to  Flanders  upon  the  fame  occafion,  but  as  yet 
no  return  from  him.  Lord  Byron  was  difpatched 
within  two  days  after  his  arrival  here. 

Peace  will  certainly  be  concluded  if  fatisfaction 
be  given,  to  the  Generals  here.,  otherwife  the  troubles 

ar© 
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are  like  to  continue.     They  have  fent  Minifters  of  A.D.164& 
their  own  to  St.  Germains  to  treat  for  them.  V,^VX^ 

Paris,  March  19,  1649.  N.  S. 

Since  the  murther  of  his  Majefty,  the  Queen  hath 
fent  into  Holland  to  have  a  meeting  with  our  young 
King,  and  that  he  co  me  to  Rouen  cr  Flanders  there 
to  fpeak  with  her.  Of  this  letter  fhe  hath  as  yet  re- 
ceived no  anfwer,  but  expects  every  day.  The 
Parifians  are  upon  a  new  Treaty  ;  the  Articles  which 
are  now  cried  about  the  ftreets  being  refufed  by  the 
people. 

The  people's  demands  are,  1.  That  the  King 
come  back  to  Paris.  2.  The  Cardinal  to  be  gone. 
3.  Taxes  to  be  demolifhed.  4.  The  Princes  to  be 
contented. 

Rcuen,  March  20,   1649.  N.  S. 

This  morning  a  Preftdent  and  three  Counfellors 
of  this  Parliament  began  their  journey  towards  Ru- 
elle.  The  Queen  regent  hath  fent  to  the  Duke  of 
Longueville  to  have  fome  come  to  treat  about  the 
fettling  of  a  peace. 


Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

/  pray  he  pie  a  fed  to  decypher  this  your  J "elf, 
ExtraSi  of  a  Letter  from  Paris,  dated  March 
rjj   164!.  to  me  by  Lord  Hatton. 


JL6 

a" 


TH  E  Queen  told  me  lately,  that  Lord  Percy \ 
William  Murray,  and  fome  other  Englifh  and 
Scots  had  writ  to  her  Majefty,  thatunlefs  fhe  forth- 
with came  into  Holland  in  perfon  to  employ  all  her 
intereft  with  the  King,  to  prevent  the  advices  of 
his  Counfellors,  who  had  too  great  a  power  with  him 
and  oppofed  all  good  men  and  all  the  Queen's  ways, 

all 
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J.D.  1 648  all  people  there  defpaired  of  any  good.  This  the 
y*"y\^  Queen  repeated  with  much  fcorn,  and  with  as  de- 
ferved  a  character  of  the  perfons  that  propofed  it  to 
her  Majefty  as  you  or  I  could  wifh.  J  am  not  with- 
out ftrong  perfuafion  that  the  Lord  Jermin  meets 
with  more  difficulties  in  the  abfolute  government  of 
the  Queen  than  ever  yet  he  hath  done  ->  and  I  think 
it  porlible,  whilft  the  King  mall  be  in  Ireland,  to 
work  her  Majefty  to  a  greater  compliance  with  thofe 
Counfellors  that  I  hope  mall  be  about  him,  than  I 
have  formerly  thought.  Her  Majefty  is  perfuaded, 
that  it  is  a  deiign  of  L.  Colepeper's  to  divert  the  jour- 
ney into  Ireland  •,  he  fuppofing  fhe  will  rather  crofs 
that  journey  than  give  way  to  the  other.  But  the 
Queen  faith,  his  Lordfhip's  expectation  mall  be  de- 
ceived, and  that  the  world  {hall  fee  that  no  worldly 
thing  fhould  be  valued  by  her  in  comparifon  of  the 
welfare  of  the  King  and  his  party.  Believe  me,  the 
Queen  feems  to  me  to  be  very  fenftble  of  thofe  prin- 
ciples which  you  and  all  honeftmen  have,  and  which 
(as  fhe  tells  me)  the  late  King  by  his  laft  letter  gave 
in  charge,  not  only  to  her  but  to  the  now  King, 
upon  his  Hefting  if  he  obferved  them,  and  his  curfe 
if  he  did  not ;  to  which  (fhe  called  me  to  witnefs) 
fhe  added  her  own.  I  am  fure,  a  better  opinion  is 
exprefTed  by  the  Queen  of  fome  of  you  abfent,  and 
more  countenance  ihewed  to  fome  of  your  fenti- 
rnents,  than  Lord  Jermin  would  have  afforded  tp 
us,  if  he  could  hinder  it  with  convenience.  If  the 
contents  of  this  inclofed  duplicate  agrees  with  your 
fentiment,  I  pray  write  your  mind  fo  as  I  may  fhew 
it  and  your  kind  refentment ;  but  I  have  imparted 
it  to  you  by  the  Queen's  directions. 


1 


My  nolle  Lord, 

Pray  be  pleafed  to  receive  this  Extract  as  an  af- 
furance  of  my  extraordinary  confidence  in  your 

Excellent 
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Excellency's  fecrecy  and  of  my  entire  affection  tod.D.i6±$ 
your  perfon  :  for  otherwife,  tho'  it  be  neceflary  for 
even  the  King's  fervice  that  you  lhould  be  acquainted 
with  it,  I  mould  not  fo  freely  have  communicated  it. 
It's  very  certain  that  the  Queen  is  in  very  great  ne- 
ceflity,  chiefly  through  the  ill  management  of  her 
revenue,  ( the  blame  whereof  is  laid  on  Lord  Jer- 
min)  which  I  conceive  may  conftrain  her  either  for 
a  time  to  retire  into  a  Monaftery,  (which  it's  be- 
lieved fhe  will  not)  or  to  go  for  Ireland,  if  there 
may  be  any  hopes  of  fubfiftence  for  her  in  that 
kingdom;  which  may  be  worthy  of your  Excellency's 
confederation.  I  fhall  within  2  or  3  days  go  for 
Holland,  and  wherever  1  fhall  be,  I  fhall  be  moil 
paflionately  and  really,    my  Lord,  &>V. 

43°- 


Lord  Byron  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellence, 

I  Gave  you  an  account  of  my  arrival  at  Caen  by 
letters  which  I  hope  your  Excellence  hath  long 
fince  received,  and  like  wife  of  what  intelligence  I 
met  withal  at  Rouen  ;  from  whence  with  no  fmall 
difficulty  I  got  to  Paris,  that  City  being  then  be- 
fieged,  and  the  armies  of  both  parties  lying  in  my 
way. 

I  found  the  Queen  pofTefTed  with  fo  deep  a  fenfe 
both  of  her  own  lofs  and  the  fad  condition  of  her 
children,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  comfort  me  re- 
ceived by  the  welcome  news  I  brought  her  from 
your  Excellence,  I  do  verily  believe  her  life  had 
been  in  danger  through  excefs  of  grief  and  melan- 
choly. She  mod  willingly  affents  to  your  Excel- 
lence's opinion  in  what  concerns  the  King's  coming 
into  Ireland,  and  thinks  the  alteration  of  his  condi- 
tion 
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J.Da  648  tion  from  Prince  to  King  an  argument  rather  to 
IS~V~\J  haften  than  retard  his  repair  thither :  and  to  that 
purpofe  writ  as  effectually  as  fhe  could  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  gave  particular  command  to  urge  it  even 
with  importunity.  My  Lord  Jermin  was  of  the 
fame  mind,  only  I  had  order  (which  I  told  her  Ma- 
jefty  was  likewife  your  Excellency's  defire)  to  affure 
the  Scotch  Noblemen  now  attending  the  King  in 
Holland ^  that  his  Majefty's  coming  into  Ireland  was 
not  with  any  thought  of  prejudice  to  their  nation, 
but  rather  chofen  as  a  place  where  he  might  con- 
veniently unite  the  forces  and  interefts  of  both 
kingdoms  againft  the  common  enemy,  and  from 
whence  (as  occafion  ferved)  he  might  with  eafe  and 
fefety  tranfport  his  perfon  into  Scotland. 

With  thefe  inftructions  I  came  to  the  Hague  a- 
bout  ten  days  fince,  where  not  long  before  the  Earl 
of  Lanerick  (  now  Duke  Hamilton  )  was  arrived. 
There  I  found  likewife  the  Marquefs  of  Montrofe, 
the  Earls  of  Lauder 'dale ',  Calender  and  Seaforth  ;  the 
Lords  St.  Claire  and  Napier,  and  old  William 
Murray.  Thefe,  tho'  all  of  one  nation,  are  fubdi- 
vided  into  four  feveral  factions.  The  M.  of  Mon- 
trofe,  with  the  Lords  St.  Claire  and  Napier  are  very 
earner!:  for  the  King's  going  into  Ireland :  all  the 
reft  oppofe  it,  tho*  in  feveral  ways.  I  find  Duke 
Hamilton  very  moderate,  and  certainly  he  would  be 
much  more,  were  it  not  for  the  violence  of  Lauder- 
dale who  haunts  him  like  a  fury.  Calender  and 
Seaforth  have  a  faction  apart  *,  and  fo  hath  William 
Murray,  employed  here  by  Argyle.  The  King 
himfelf  is  refolutely  bent  for  Ireland,  and  is  only 
flayed  here  for  want  of  money,  which  his  brother 
the  Prince  of  Orange  ( I  doubt )  cannot,  and  the 
States  fay  they  will  not  furnifh  him  with,  unlefe  he 
go  into  Scotland  and  take  the  Covenant :  that  is  the 
plain  Englifh  of  it,  tho*  they  fpeak  it  not  openly. 
The  Princefs  Dowager  of  Orange  is  drawn  into  this 

Cabal 
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Cabal  on  another  fcore  ;  for  fhe  is  made  believe  the  ^.D.1648 
King  (hall  marry  her  daughter,  if  he  comply  with  ^^^Y^ 
the  Scots  in  their  defires  ;  and  my  Lord  Percy  is 
the  chief  Agent  in  this  bufinefs,  both  upon  the  pro- 
rnifes  he  hath  of  eftablifhing  his  own  fortune  in  cafe 
he  can  effect  it,  and  upon  a  prudent  consideration 
that  Ireland  will  hardly  brook  fo  ferpentine  a  nature 
as  his  is.  Much  prejudice  the  King  receives  by 
fome  honeft  but  indifcreet  perfons  of  his  own  party, 
who  by  their  ranting  and  railing  againft  the  Scots, 
breed  great  jealoufies  and  fufpicions  in  them. 

Thefe  humours  (God  be  thanked)  fince  my  com- 
ing to  town  are  well  qualified  \  for  I  have  been  with 
them  all  generally,  and  have  calmly  urged  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  the  King's  coming  into  Ireland^  with  fuch 
reafons  as  they  feem  to  be  convinced  with,  yet  I 
doubt,  in  their  underhand  practices  to  flop  that 
refclution  they  are  as  active  as  ever ;  fo  much  doth 
private  intereft  fway  them  above  any  reafon  that. 
can  be  given. 

I  could  not  omit  writing  by  fo  welcome  a  melTen- 
ger  as  I  know  Major  Stephens  will  be  to  your  Ex- 
cellence, (  who  hath  happily  made  his  efcape  from 
thofe  blood-thirfty  rebels  in  England)  tho'  his  hafte 
be  fuch,  that  I  cannot  give  you  fo  full  an  account  as 
hereafter  I  mail  when  Col.  Legg  comes,  who  is  to 
bring  his  Majefty's  anfwer  to  your  Excellence  in  all 
the  particulars  mentioned  in  my  instructions.  The 
Prince  of  Orange  hath  promifed  Captain  Imbolfs 
fhip  for  my  Lady  Marchionefs  •,  but  I  forbear  the 
fending  of  it,  till  I  hear  from  her  Ladyfhip  accord- 
ing to  her  command,  when  I  waited  upon  her  at 
Caen,  and  here  there  is  yet  no  more  appearance  of 
fpring  than  in  Norway  or  Lapland. 

I  received  this  inclofed  from  Sir  H.  de  Vic^  with  a 
note  of  the  prizes  and  arms  and  ammunition ; 
wherein  he  humbly  defires  to  be  employed  to  your 
Excellence,  and  undertakes  to  fend  them  fecurely, 

upon 


240  Original  Letters  and  Papers 

j£D.  1649  upon  aflurance  of  payment  for  them  either  there  of 
at  Antwerp  or  BruJJels.  There  hath  not  any  news 
come  out  of  Ireland  fince  my  arrival.     I  am 

Hague,  March  30,  Tour  Excellence9 s  Sec. 

164  9-.  N.  S.  • 

John  Byron, 

!' 

Lord  Byron  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellence? 

TH  E  letter  I  fent  by  Major  Stephens?  and  what 
I  now  write  by  Col.  Legg?  I  believe  will  come 
to  your  Excellence's  hands  both  at  once  ;  they  be- 
ing refolved  to  make  ufe  of  the  fame  ihip  for  their 
paflage.  Col.  Legg  comes  fo  fully  inftrucled  in 
all  particulars,  that  I  fhall  not  need  to  give  your 
Excellence  great  trouble.  He  can  inform  you,  how 
ill  the  King's  bufinefs  hath  been  managed  here,  and 
what  prejudice  it  hath  received  by  the  indifcretion  of 
fome  and  knavery  of  others.  I  have  (I  thank  God) 
avoided  the  interesting  myfelf  in  any  of  their  fac- 
tions, and  by  that  means  gained  fo  much  credit  a- 
mongft  them,  as  to  be  able  in  fome  meafure  to  al- 
lay and  qualify  thofe  heats  on  both  fides,  which 
were  like  to  deftroy  the  King's  affairs  •,  and  efpeci- 
ally  by  afTuring  the  Scots,  (who  had  drawn  both  the 
P.  of  Orange  and  his  Mother  to  their  party)  that 
your  Excellence  by  defiring  the  King's  prefence  in 
Ireland  intended  nothing  prejudicial  to  their  Na- 
tion ;  fo  that  now  (by  the  ieeming  approbation  at 
leaft  of  thofe  that  mod  oppofed  it)  the  King's  jour- 
ney into  Ireland's  refolved  on.  The  queftion  now  is, 
how  to  procure  money  for  him ;  which  had  not  been 
fo  difficult,  if  a  right  courfe,  (and  fuch  as  the  P.  of 
Orange  himfelf  propounded)  had  been  taken. 

Since 
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Since  that  letter  I  fent  to  your  Excellence  from  Sir  ^-£- 1648 
H.  de  Vic,  I  have  received  another ;  wherein  he  V-rys^ 
wifhes  me  to  afTure  you,  that  if  he  may  have  good 
caution  for  payment  in  fix  months,  he  will  provide 
what  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  you  fhall 
defire,  and  take  care  for  the  fafe  tranfport  of  them 
irito  Ireland. 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  defired  me  at  my  be- 
ing at  Parts  to  prefent  his  humble  ferviee  to  your 
Excellence,  and  to  acquaint  you,  that  if  it  may 
ftand  with  your  good  liking,  his  intention  is  to  wait 
upon  the  King  into  Ireland :  and  this  he  thought 
fit  to  do,  left  the  ftrange  carriage  of  his  Mother  and 
Father-in-law  (which  no  man  can  more  deteft  than 
he  doth)  might  any  ways  reflecl  upon  him  to  his 
prejudice  in  your  Excellence's  good  opinion,  which 
he  profefTes  to  be  extreamly  ambitious  of.  And 
truly,  my  Lord,  he  is  a  perfon  of  fo  much  worth 
and  fo  great  hopes,  that  I  am  confident  your  Excel- 
lence will  lay  hold  of  any  oceafion  to  oblige  him* 
when  you  know  him.  Thus  much  I  have  been 
bold  to  reprefent  to  your  Excellence  upon  his  intrea- 
ty,  and  humbly  leave  it  to  your  consideration,  whe- 
ther in  your  next  difpatch  into  France,  you  fhall 
think  fit  to  take  notice  of  it  10  him. 

There  hath  not  any  thing  been  heard  out  of  Ire- 
land fmce  my  arrival,  which  occasions  great  doubts* 
left  fome  alteration  fhould  have  happened  fince  my 
departure  thence.  But  I  hope  thofe  doubts  are 
caufelefs  5  howfoever  I  humbly  conceive  it  requifite, 
fome  Exprefs  be  fent  immediately  upon  Col,  Legg*s 
arriva*,  by  the  way  of  France,  to  meet  the  King 
with  fuch  affurances  as  may  take  away  all  thofe  fcru- 
ples.  TheKng,  I  believe,  will  bring  th/  Duke  of 
York  along  with  him,  and  hath  conferred  the  place 
of  High  Admiral  upon  him :  which  I  hope  will  both 
confirm  thofe  fhips  the  King  already  hath  in  their 
obedience,  and  be  a  motive  to  others  to  return  to  it. 

Vol.  I.  R  There 
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^.£.1648     There  is  another  ftvip  ready  to  depart  within  a 
^  few  days  ;  by  which  I  mall  be  able  to  give  your  Ex- 
cellence a  more  certain  account  of  the  King's  refolu- 
tions.     I  am, 

My  Lordy  &c. 

Hague,  April  1 . 

l649-  n.  s.  j0HN  Byron, 

Duke  Hamilton  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Lord/hip, 

IF  I N  D  by  your  Lordfhip's  letter  to  the  Earl  of 
Lauderdale,  and  likewife  from  my  Lord  Byron^ 
that  you  was  pleafed   fo  far  to  honour  me,  as  upon 
your  Lordfhip's  concluding  of  a  peace  in  Ireland^ 
to  fend  into  Scotland  to  give  me  notice  thereof.    But 
e're  your  letters  could  come  to  my  hands,  I  was 
forced   from  thence  through  the  rigid  proceedings 
againft  me  of  thofe  who  are  now  in  power  there. 
I  left  that  kingdom  full  of  divifion  and  difcontents. 
I  know  not  whether  the  cruel  murder  of  our  Mafter, 
and  rlnce  of  your  Lordfhip's  fervant,  my  unfortu- 
nate brother,  and  your  noble  friends  my  Lord  of 
Holland  and  my  Lord  Capel,  with  the  horrid  refo- 
lutions  now  taken  at  London  for  the  deftruclion  both 
of  Religion  and  Monarchy,  may  not  have  leflened 
the  violence  of  thofe  who  did  oppofe  the  laft  engage- 
ment,  and  given  them  thoughts  of  uniting  them- 
felves  for  a  revenge  and  for  their  common  fafeties. 
It  were  no  difficult  matter  to  kindle  fuch  a  flame  in 
that  kingdom,  as  might  foon  deftroy  it :  but  in  my 
judgment,  that  would  be  no  great  advantage  to  his 
Majefty's  fervice ;  fince  it  would  certainly  lay  that 
nation  open  to  the  invafion  of  the  Sectaries,and  either 
render  them  tributaries  to  the  murderers  of  their 
King,  or  force  them  to  a  bafe  compliance  with 
them.    But  were  they  never  fo  unanimous  in  en- 
gaging 
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gaging  for  his  Majefty,  yet  their  fmgle  endeavours ^•^•1648 
would  fignify  but  very  little,  without  your  Lord-  "^Y^ 
fhip's  and  the  kingdom  of  Ireland*?,  conjunction  with 
them,  as  to  the  recovery  of  England.  Nor  would 
I  want  my  fears,  that  their  united  ftrengths  would 
hardly  do  it  without  a  considerable  foreign  afliftance. 
Your  Lordfhip's  great  prudence  and  power  hath  re- 
covered to  his  Majefty  his  crown  of  Ireland*  without 
the  expence  of  almoft  any  blood.  I  wifh  he  may 
accept  of  that  of  Scotland*  which  is  likewife  fo  of- 
fered unto  him  ;  and  though  I  cannot  advife  him  to 
an  abfolute  compliance  with  all  the  extremities  of 
the  demands,  and  therefore  mall  not  condemn  his 
preparations  to  force  them  to  reafon,  if  they  be  ob- 
ftinate,  (fo  it  be  done  by  fitting  inftruments)  yet 
poffibly  it  might  prove  of  as  great  advantage  to  him 
to  reclaim  them  by  fair  means,  as  to  reduce  them  by 
force.  But  I  (hall  make  no  judgment  of  this,  un- 
til I  know  the  particulars  of  thole  defires,  which  we 
daily  expect  fhall  be  offered  to  his  Majefty  by  Com- 
miftioners  from  them  *  whereof  I  fhall  not  fail  to 
give  your  Lordfhip  an  account :  and  as  no  lolTes  nor 
difcouragements  can  lefTen  my  refolutions  to  ferve  his 
Majefty,  fo  in  all  conditions  I  can  be  thrown  into,; 
I  fhall  continue  faithful, 

My  Lord*  &c. 

Hague,  April,    I, 

1649.  N.  s.  Hamilton, 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Lord/hip* 

pHE  publick  calamities  we  have  been  oppreft 
with,  and  the  difficulties  of  conveying  of  let- 
ters, have  interrupted  that  correfpondence  which  I 
fo  much  defired  to  have  kept  with  your  Lordfhip, 
and  which  your  Lordfhip  hath  been  pleafed  to  re- 
new by  that  letter  wherewith  you  have  honoured  me 

R  2  with 
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jfD.  1648  with  my  Lord  Byron  \  for  which  I  return  you? 
Lordfhip  mod  humble  thanks.  Before  my  going 
from  this  laft  into  Scotland,  I  prefumed  to  write  to 
your  Lordfhip,  and  intended  to  have  continued  it 
from  thence:  but  the  good  intelligence  was  fent 
from  this  to  London  of  my  errand,  and  the  fevere 
rigidnefs  of  thofe  in  power  at  Edinburgh  made  my 
ftay  fhort,  and  my  voyage  not  fo  ufeful  as  perhaps 
otherwife  it  might  have  been.  I  fhall  not  trouble 
your  Lordfhip  with  the  relation  of  the  condition  of 
that  kingdom *,  for  I  believe  the  horrid  murder  of 
the  King,  and  the  fenfe  of  their  own  danger,  if 
thofe  bloody  villains  at  London  continue  frill  in  power, 
have  wrought  a  change  at  Edinburgh  to  the  better  : 
and  if  right  ways  be  taken,  I  fhall  not  doubt  but 
Scotland  may  be  united  and  ingaged  for  the  King. 

It  was  a  great  encouragement  to  me,  (laft  time 
that  I  ingaged  in  the  King's  fervice)  to  know  that 
your  Lordfhip  was  to  undertake  it  in  Ireland,  and 
a  conjunction  with  a  perfon  of  fo  much  honour  in 
fo  good  a  caufe  was  a  great  comfort  to  me.  And 
now  it  would  be  a  joy  to  me,  to  fee  Scotland  and 
Ireland  joined  in  the  fame  caufe.  Your  Lordfhip 
hath  by  your  power  and  wifdom  recovered  that 
kingdom  to  the  King,  and  in  all  the  calamities  and 
difcouragements  of  this  time,  it  is  one  of  my  great- 
eft  hopes,  that  you  may  fo  direct  his  Councils,  and 
aflift  his  true  friends,  as  fuch  a  conjunction  may  be 
effected.  I  have  written  more  particularly  to  Sir 
George  Hamilton  \  which  fhall  make  me  at  this  time 
not  give  you  more  trouble,  only  give  me  leave  to 
renew  this  aflurance,  that  I  am  with  all  integrity 
and  reality, 

My  Lord,  your  Lordfhip9 s 

moft  faithful and  mofi  humble  Servant *, 

Hague,  Jpril  i, 

1649.  N.s.  Lauderdale. 

General 
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General  Digby  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  f  leaf e  your  Excellency \ 

YOUR  Excellency  will  receive  from  this  bear-^-^-1^-^ 
er,  more  particularly  than  I  dare  undertake  to 
Inform  you,  all  that  is  ftirring  in  this  Court  \  where- 
fore I  forbear  that  part :  and  although  my  Lord 
Byron's  care  and  diligence  to  ferve  your  Excellency, 
might  give  me  a  fair  excufe  for  not  meddling  with 
what  relates  to  your  Excellency, yet  the  title  I  have  to 
intereft  myfelf  in  the  bufinefs  of  procuring  Captain 
Jambolfs  fhip  by  Lady  Marchionefs  her  commands 
for  her  tranfportation,  as  well  as  my  affections  to 
ferve  you  (which  I  dare  fwear  cannot  be  exceeded 
by  any  body  living)  makes  it  not  unfit  for  me  to 
give  your  Excellency  this  account  of  that  bufinefs  ; 
that  upon  my  moving  the  King  in  it,  his  Majefly 
exprefTed  fuch  readinefs  to  effect  it  with  the  Prince 
of  Orange^  and  all  about  him  fo  great  a  defire  to 
ferve  your  Excellency,  as  gives  me  caufe  to  believe 
there  will  need  no  other  folicitation  for  any  thing 
that  may  any  way  gratify  your  Excellency,  (if  there 
be  a  power  of  doing  it)  than  a  bare  fignification  of 
your  defires.  There  hath  pafled  a  promife  of  the 
defired  fhip :  but  the  order  is  not  yet  inued  for  her 
going,  becaufe  my  Lady  Marchionefs  defired  it 
might  not  come,  till  we  mould  receive  her  Lady- 
fhip's  farther  pleafure :  which  fignified,  the  fhip 
fhall  with  the  firrr.  fair  wind  be  ready  to  attend  her 
Ladyfhip  in  the  port  fhe  fhall  appoint  •,  whereof  I 
have  given  her  honour  an  account,  and  fhall  not 
fail  to  do  fo  by  every  convenience,  till  I  am  certain 
her  Ladyfhip  is  informed  of  it. 

Your  Excellency's  favour  to  my  brother  Digby  be- 
ll 3  ing 
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A.D*\6$\ng  fuch  as  I  know  it,  I  prefume  you  will  not  be 
difpleafed  (if  you  know  it  not  already)  to  be  in- 
formed how  he  got  his  late  hurts,  which  we  con- 
ceive to  have  been  in  this  manner. 

The  day  that  the  Prince  of  Conde  affaulted  Cha- 
renton,  my  brother  waited  on  him  as  a  voluntier, 
his  troop  being  in  Normandy  with  the  Comte  d?Har- 
court  -,  the  Prince  having  ordered  the  troops  he 
thought  neceffary  to  the  aflault,  drew  up  the  reft  of 
his  army  upon  the  way  to  Paris  to  receive  the  Pa- 
risians, in  cafe  they  mould  attempt  to  relieve  Cha- 
renion.  A  great  body  of  men  was  to  that  purpofe 
drawn  out  of  town :  but  finding  the  Prince  in  fo  good 
a  pofture  to  receive  them,  they  thought  not  fit, 
(considering  the  fad  condition  of  rebels  once  beaten) 
to  hazard  a  day.  But  they  drew  up  at  a  little  di- 
ftance  in  fair  fight  of  the  Prince's  army,  than  which 
they  were  much  more  numerous. 

There  an  eminent  perfon  of  the  Parifians,  advan- 
cing from  the  body,  Teemed  to  expect  fome  one  to 
change  a  piftol  with  him  :.  whereupon  my  brother 
without  communicating  his  defign,  advanced  to- 
wards him  \  but  the  ground  was  fuch,  that  in  the 
way  my  brother  loft  fight  of  his  party  who  was  re- 
tired to  his  troops,  and  had  advanced  one  teer  to 
the  brow  whereon  he  had  made  his  flourifh.  My 
brother  ignorant  of  what  paft  went  fairly  on,  and 
inftead  of  his  Monfieur,  he  found  a  troop  of  horfe 
ready  to  receive  him.  One  might  pardon  him 
though  he  had  been  furprized  ;  but  if  he  were,  he 
exprefs'd  it  not  by  an  unhandfome  retreat :  but  on 
he  joggs  till  he  came  near  enough  to  the  troop  to 
be  faluted  with  a  whole  vollv  of  Carabines,  where- 
of  one  took  place  in  his  thigh,  another  in  his  arm, 
but  no  bone  touched:  fo  returning  their  falute  with 
his  piftol,  he  made  his  retreat  with  abundance  of 
grinning  honour.     I  have  now  fo  much  troubled 

your 
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your  Excellency,  that  it  will  bean  efpecial  grace,  if^.Z>.  1648 
you  pardon,  ^*sfsj 

My  dear  Lord, 

Tour  Excellency's  moft  affectionate 
mofi  faithful  humhleft  Servant, 

Hague,  April  I , 

!%9-  n*Si  John  Digby. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

HAVING  (laid  here  above  a  week  for  a  wind,  A.D.  1 649 
fince  my  former  fent  your  Excellency  by  Mr. 
Slingsby,  I  would  not  omit  to  fend  you  the  inclofed 
Extracts  of  fuch  Advertifements,  as  are  fince  come 
to  my  hand  from  feveral  parts.  We  find  by  the 
prints  of  the  laft  week,  that  D.  Hamilton,  the  Earl 
of  Holland  and  Lord  Capell,  were  beheaded  in  the 
New- Palace- Yard  in  Weftminfter  the  4^  of  March: 
but  the  Earl  of  Norwich  and  Sir  John  Owen  are  re- 
prieved, the  firft  at  the  fuit  or  the  Spanifh  and 
Dutch  Ambafladors,  and  the  latter  upon  the  threats 
of  his  countrymen,  who  gave  out  that  if  he  were 
put  to  death,  they  would  flay  an  hundred  of  the  re- 
bels bell:  friends  in   Wales  in  revenge   of  it.     The 

CD 

Duke  and  Earl  it  feems  died  in  their  fin  of  rebellion 
againft  the  King,  according  to  the  Scots  damnable 
Covenant,  without  demanding  (openly)  pardon  of 
God  for  it,  or  fo  much  as  publickly  declaring  their 
fenfe  or  forrow  for  the  fame.  But  the  truly  noble 
Lord  Capell  died  like  a  perfon  of  honour  and  much 
courage,  as  a  good  Chriftian  and  true-hearted  En- 
glifhman,  being  much  lamented  by  all  worthy  men. 

There  is,  (I  hear  for  certain)  a  very  great  con- 
firmation in  England  among  all  forts  of  people  :  and 
the  Levellers  have  lately  fpoken  aloud  againft  the 

R  4  prefeut 
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'.*£.£.  1 649  prefent  rulers  there,  with  impunity.  The  narrow 
%^fs,  feas  begin  to  fwarm  with  men  of  war,  as  Oftenders> 
Irifti  veffels,  and  others  with  commiflions  to  take 
any  Englifh  belonging  to  thofe  that  adhere  to  the 
rebels  there  :  which  gives  the  Londoners  much  trou- 
ble, and  hath  in  a  manner  deftroyed  the  trade  of 
England;  which  will  make  the  Englifh  and  other 
Merchants  feek  to  trade  in  Ireland,  if  by  good  ufage 
and.  juft  dealing  they  may  receive  encouragement  on 
that  fide  ;  which  I  prefume  your  Excellency  will 
timely  provide  and  take  order  for,  in  the  beft  and 
moft  publick  way  you  can. 

It  is  here  reported,  that  the  King  of  Spain  is  ei- 
ther dead  or  very  dangerouily  fick,  not  like  to  re- 
cover. If  he  mould  die,  his  Queen  (being  the 
Emperor's  daughter)  would  be  the  beft  match  in 
Chriftendom  for  our  King,  if  it  could  be  compafTed, 
and  would  (I  hope)  expiate  a  former  great  failing 
in  that  point. 

I  very  much  apprehend,  that  Argyle  and  his  fac- 
tion in  Scotland,  as  well  in  gratitude  to  thofe  now 
in  England  who  have  cut  off  his  great  enemy's  head  ; 
as  in  order  to  his  own  fafety  and  prefer  vat  ion  in  that 
kingdom,  (where  he  is  not  univerfally  beloved)  will 
Unite  with  the  prevalent  rulers  now  in  England:  for 
the  Covenanters  there  (from  whom  he  is  warped) 
are  no  friends  to  him,  though  not  hearty  to  the 
King's  intereft. 

The  peace  is  now  made  at  Paris,  and  publifhed 
here  and  in  all  parts  of  France  ;  which,  I  hope, 
will  have  a  good  influence  on  the  King's  affairs  in 
England,  where  the  rebels  formerly  feemed  to  be 
much  troubled,  that  any  neighbour  monarchy  mould 
be  in  peace.  It's  in  thefe  and  other  parts  much 
complained,  that  fuch  Irifh  velTels  as  are  at  fea,  ufe 
great  cruelty  towards  all  Englifh  they  take  without 
diftinction  \  infomuch  as  thofe  who  are  beft  affected 
to  the  King  and  endeavour  to  wait  on  his  Majeftf , 

when. 
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when  they  are  met  with  by  any  of  the  Irifh,  are  ^.£.5649 
uled  as  ill  as  any  others  :  which  will  reflect  on  your 
Excellency,  if  fome  timely  and  publick  command 
be  not  given,  that  diftinction  be  carefully  ufed ;  and 
indeed  it  were  better  to  fpare  ten  ill-affected,  than 
to  deftroy  one  loyal  Englifh  fubject. 

There  are  no  letters  come  from  your  Excellency, 
nor  from  Ireland  &  nee  the  Lord  Byron's  arrival,  either 
into  Holland  or  France ,  that  we  yet  hear  of :  but 
my  hope  is,  that  your  Excellency  will  now  fpeedi- 
ly  fend  an  Exprefs  to  the  King,  to  ht  his  Majefty 
underftand  in  what  condition  you  are  on  that  fide. 
I  am  this  morning  going  to  embark  here  for  Havre, 
there  to  attend  the  firft  opportunity  for  my  transpor- 
tation in  fome  Dutch  fhip  for  Holland  *,  whence  I 
prefume  the  King  wiil  not  be  able  to  remove  this 
month  at  fooneft.  I  do  not  hear  that  any  Lords, 
Counfellors,  or  Officers  of  the  Crown  are  yet  come 
or  have  made  their  addrefTes  from  England  to  the 
King  ■,  nor  that  his  Majefty  hath  as  yet  confirmed 
any  fuch  regal  Officers  (now  with  his  Majefty)  in 
the  places  they  held  under  his  bleffed  Father.  I 
have  now  no  more  to  add,  but  that  I  am  moft  en- 
tirely and  faithfully,  &tV. 

t  Caent  April  8, 
1649.  N.  S.  430. 

/  befeech  your  Excellency  to  be  pleafed  to  de cypher  this 

your/elf. 

THE  Earl  of  Cork  faith,  he  expects  his  brother 
the  Lord  Broghill  here  every  day,  and  that 
he  comes  hither  with  intention  to  adhere  to  the 
King's  friends  in  Ireland,  upon  fome  invitation  from 
your  Excellency.  I  believe,  he  intends  to  go  over 
thither,  either  with  the  King,  or  with  my  Lady 
Ormonde.    I  pray  your  Excellency  to  advife  your 

friends 
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A.D.  1 649  friends  by  your  next,  what  you  conceive  fit  to  be 
done  therein  ;  in  relation  to  the  King's  fervice,  in 
regard  of  the  great  difaffection  that  is  known  to 
have  been  between  the  Lord  Inchiquin  (who  hath 
deferved  fo  eminently  well  of  his  Majefty)  and  the 
Lord  Broghill. 

If  the  King  fhall  come  into  France  to  meet  our 
good  Queen  (as  is  from  feveral  good  hands  from 
Paris  and  Holland  confidently  advertifed)  it  is  ve- 
rily believed  her  Majefty  will  either  accompany  him 
into  Ireland,  or  fpeedily  follow  him  thither :  which 
whether  it  may  be  convenient  in  this  conjuncture 
for  his  Majefty's  affairs  there,  your  Excellency  can 
beft  judge,  and  will  (I  doubt  not)  timely  fend  to 
court  your  and  the  Councils  deliberate  advice  con- 
cerning it :  but  I  fay  this  to  none  but  yourfelf.  If 
your  Excellency  conceive  that  Lord  Jermyn  and 
Lord  Colepeper  will  not  be  acceptable  m  Ireland, 
methinks  fome  rumours  might  be  ikilfully  divulg- 
ed, that  it  will  be  unfafe  and  dangerous  for  either 
of  them  to  come  there.  But  of  this  to  yourfelf  only. 

Caen,  April  8,  1649.  N.  S. 

EXTRACT. 

I  pray  be  pleafed  to  decypher  this  yourfelf. 

Hague,  March  30,  1649.   N.  S. 

IT  is  very  true,  that  the  King  intends  to  make 
France  his  way  to  Ireland,  and  to  meet  the 
Queen  :  and  I  believe  he  will  go  to  Paris  to  her. 
The  truth  is,  I  cannot  guefs  at  the  time  of  our  re* 
move,  tho5  the  King  be  refolved  for  Ireland,  and 
defires  to  be  there  as  foon  as  may  be  :  and  no  man 
is  now  fo  mad,  as  openly  to  avow  a  diflike  of  if. 
But  the  want  of  money  is  fo  incredible,  and  the 
debts  fo  great,  that  I  know  not  how  we  fha*M  get 
over  thefe  difficulties.    And  you  muft  know,  that 

though 
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though  no  man  oppofes  the  going  into  Ireland,  yet  A.D.\6± 
many  are  in  their  hearts  againft  it,  and  are  glad  to  **>^J 
cherifh  any  rubs.  The  Scotch  faction  is  ftrong  and 
bold,  and  have  friends  in  this  State.  The  Queen, 
I  believe,  will  govern  very  much,  and  is  full  of 
defigns.  They  perfuade  her  to  go  with  the  King 
into  Ireland. 

Advertifements  inclofed. 

London,  March  \\,   164^ 

WE  have  here  laboured  under  ftrange  variety 
of  reports  concerning  the  Peace  and  Trou- 
bles of  France.  It  is  now  finally  faid,  that  all  is 
there  pacified,  which  a  little  difcourages  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Rulers  :  but  they  have  fo  much 
afiurance  in  Providence,  that  on  they  put,  and 
doubt  not  of  fuccefs. 

We  begin  to  believe,  that  Ireland  will  prove  dif- 
ficult to  reduce,  and  that  Dublin  is  near  loft : 
moreover  that  Antrim,  Owen,  Roe,  and  Jones, 
are  agreed  with  the  Marquefs  of  Ormonde.  Our 
army  therefore  is  haftened  towards  the  North,  to 
prevent  the  ftirs  of  that,  and  to  pafs  afterwards 
into  Ireland,  where  they  apprehend  that  this  fum- 
mer's  action  will  principally  fall. 

There  is  here  a  very  considerable  number  of 
Merchants  who  will  go  and  carry  their  ftocks  for 
Ireland,  if  they  may  be  fure  of  good  ufage  there  ; 
which  will  quickly  ruin  thofe  of  London,  who  al- 
ready feel  great  dearth  and  difcouragements. 

The  King  inclines  for  Ireland,  and  will  not  take 
the  Covenant.  The  Nobility  here  dare  adventure 
nothing,  and  are  curbed  fo  much,  that  we  fear  no 
harm  from  them.  Northumberland  is  going  for  Italy 
under  a  negative  engagement. 

A  refult  of  a  Committee  at  GoldfmW s-hall  is,  that 

12  perfons 
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'A. D.i  649  12  perfons  be  excepted  from  compofition,  viz.  the 
'Prince  of  Wales,  Duke  of  York,  Lord  of  Wor- 
cefter,  Lord  of  Newcajlle,  Lord  of  Briftol,  Lord 
T>igby,  Lord  Cottington,  Sir  Marmaduke  Langdaler 
Sir  J^  Stowell,  Judge  Jenkins,  Sir  Francis  Dod- 
ington,  and  Sir  Richard  Grenville. 

Jenkins  and  Sicwell  they  conceive  fit  to  be  tried 
at  the  (now  called)  upper  Bench.  Marquefs  /Fz>/- 
/ctz  and  Bifhop  of  Ely  to  be  bammed.  Powell, 
Poyer,  and  Langhorne  to  be  tried  at  a  Counfel  of 
war. 

After  that  an  Act  of  Grace  is  to  come  out ;  and 
an  engagement  to  be  fubfcribed  generally,  of  fub- 
mitTion  to  the  prefent  government,  exclufive  to  all 
other,  and  approving  the  proceedings  to  the  change. 

Hague >  Ma  cb  25,   1 649 . 

The  meer  politick  States  here  grow  every  day 
more  outward  in  matter  of  affifting  us  than  other, 
and  think  they  have  done  enough  in  their  comple- 
mental  refentments  of  his  Majeily's  bufinefs  :  and 
indeed  there  have  been  great  inftruments  here  to 
promote  that  flacknels  in  them,  upon  the  difpute 
(which  ?s  only  dirputed  by  bafe  treacherous  People) 
of  his  Majeity's  going  into  Ireland  or  Scotland  ; 
the  Lords  we  have  here  of  that  nation  labouring 
with  all  induftry  poflible,  both  by  all  the  Dutch  and 
fbme  En  glim,  to  carry  the  King  into  that  accurfed 
Kingdom.  But  they  are  fo  impudent,  and  we  lo 
unfortunate,  as  not  to  be  able  to  fupprefs  their 
practices,  to  importune  the  King  to  go  thither,  and 
take  the  Covenant  ;  tho*  I  hope  there  is  no  danger 
that  they  will  in  any  kind  prevail  ;  for  nothing 
but  the  want  of  money  doth  keep  us  here,  and  if 
we  could  be  fupplied,  we  mail  certainly  go  for 
Ireland. 

Jerfey,  March  £7,   164$. 

I  received  three  days  fince  (by  an  exprefe,  which 

»  the 
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the  King  fent  hither  and  to  Scilly)  letters  from  his  ^.D.1649 
Majefty  and  Mr.  Chancellour.  When  he  came  '^VN^ 
away  from  the  Court,  (which  was  the  eleventh  of 
this  month)  there  was  yet  no  talk  of  the  King's  re* 
move  from  Holland :  yet  Mr.  Chancellour  writes  me* 
that  he  will  not  be  long  before  they  fhall  leave  that 
place  and  look  towards  Ireland. 

I  had  a  letter  likewife  from  my  Lord  Jermyn, 
that  confirms  the  report  of  the  King's  going  to 
Ireland ;  and  that  he  will  be  ipeedily  in  France  to 
fee  the  Q^een,  and  fo  will  go  to  Port  Louis,  Ro- 
chelle  or  Breft,  to  take  fhipping  ;  therefore  I  be- 
lieve your  journey  for  Holland  will  be  laid  afide. 
My  Lord  Jermyn  doth  very  earneftly  invite  me  to 
wait  upon  the  King  as  he  paffes  through  France, 
whereto  I  am  much  inclined  ;  efpecially  if  I  do  hear 
that  the  Rebels  do  not  ftill  hold  their  defign  of 
coming  hither. 

Paris,  April  ,^,   1649. 

The  late  agreed  Peace  feems  every  day  more 
and  more  confirmed  :  all  the  Generals  (except  the 
Duke  of  Beaufort  and  Marquefs  Be  la  Motte)  have 
been  at  Court,    and  there  well  received.      The 
Prince  of  Conde  and  the  Duke  of  Longueville  have 
had  a  meeting  at  Trye  near  Gifors,   and  the  Duke  is 
expected  this  day  at  St.  Germains.     The  Duke  of 
Orleans  and  the  two  PrincefTes  of  Conde  came  yef. 
terday   hither,    and  lodge  in  their  own  Palaces, 
Marquefs  De  la  Boullaye  hath  laid  down  arms  in 
Anjou^  and  it  is  believed  that  the  Duke  De  la  Tre- 
mouille  hath  by  this  time  done  no  icfs  in  Poiclou. 
The  Marquefs  of  Noirmonftier  is  alfo  come  in  from 
the  Arch-Duke,  and  hath  brought  with  him  the 
Dutchefs  of  Chevereufe  and  her  daughter  who  are 
now  in  this  City  *,  fo  that  all  the  care  for  the  pre- 
fent  is  how  to  profecute  the  wTar  againft  the  Spa- 
niard :  in  order  to  which  they  will  here  probably 
be  put  to  great  ftraits,  how  to  find  money  fufficient 

to 
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A.D.  1 649  to  content  their  armies,  in  regard  that  all  extraor- 
dinary impositions  upon  the  People  will  hencefor- 
wards  be  of  dangerous  confequence,  and  to  treat 
with  Partifans  for  the  farther  anticipation  of  the  or- 
dinary Revenue,  as  it  will  not  advance  much,  fo 
is  it  a  point  of  a  nice  nature,  and  to  be  very  ten- 
derly handled. 

The  Parliament  here^  to  gain  the  good  will  of 
the  People,  have  made  an  arreft  for  the  abatement 
of  this  laft  quarter's  houfe-rent,  in  fuch  fort  that  it 
includes  moft  of  the  meaner  fort,  and  cafts  the  lofs 
upon  the  landlords.  But  on  the  other  fide,  they 
have  loft  as  much  efteem  by  infifting  to  have  their 
own  quarters  wages  payed,  the  funds  whereof  the 
King  hath  been  forced  to  convert  to  his  proper 
ufe. 

The  Count  of  Harcourt  is  the  man  voiced  for 
the  prime  Commander  in  Flanders  this  year,  and 
next  to  him  Erlack  will  be  chiefly  relied  on  ; 
whofe  army  now  in  Lorain  is  reported  by  thofe 
that  fpeak  moft  modeftly  to  be  above  ten  thoufand, 
finee  the  deduction  of  thofe  Regiments  which  mu- 
tunied  and  returned  into  Germany.  Monfieur 
JJEfirade  is  made  Governor  of  Arras,  in  the  place 
of  La  'Tour  lately  dead  ;  and  in  Dunkirk  the  Mar- 
quefs  De  Palleau  commands  ;  both  of  them  crea- 
tures and  confidents  of  the  Cardinal's.  Marjhal  de 
la  Meilleray  hath  refigned  his  funntendant's  place, 
to  make  way  (as  it  is  thought)  for  Monfieur  De 
Servient,  and  many  fpeak  as  if  the  Chancellour 
were  like  to  deliver  up  the  Seals,  and  that  Maref- 
chal  de  Grammont  fhall  not  be  imployed  this  Cam- 
paign. But  Ran/aw  is  in  danger  of  his  life,  being 
^ueftioned  for  treating  the  delivery  of  Dunkirk  and 
Berg  to  the  Spaniard, 


Sir 
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Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  Sir  George  Lane, 

SIR, 

TH  O'  I  wrote  to  you  lately  by  Mr.  Slingsby  -,J.D.i6^ 
yet  I  could  not  leave  this  place  without  ac- 
quainting you  with  the  time  of  my  departure, 
which  will  be  this  morning  towards  Havre,  there 
to  attend  a  Dutch  veffel  for  my  tranfportation  to 
Holland.  You  will  by  mine  to  my  Lord  L  eute- 
nant  understand  all  the  news  that  I  have. 

I  have  herein  fent  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  writ- 
ten by  Salmajius,  the  famous  learned  man  now  at 
Leyden,  who  is  of  the  Religion  5  that  you  may  fee 
his  opinion,  that  the  Prefby  terians  would  have  done 
little  lefs  villainoufly  with  our  blefled  Mafter,  than 
the  other  Devils  in  England  have  done.  I  pray  let 
my  Lord  Marquefs  fee  it,  and  be  not  fparing  to 
divulge  it  among  the  Prefbyterians  on  that  fide  ; 
efpecially  among  the  Scots  of  that  faction  :  and  I 
wifh  it  were  fent  into  Scotland  to  the  rigid  Calvi- 
nifts  there. 

I  pray,  wherefoever  you  mall  hear  of  my  being, 
know  that  you  have  a  fervant  there,  who  will  be 
ready  on  all  occafions  to  approve  himfelf, 

SIR,  &c. 

Caen,  April '8,  N.  S.  CHARLES  LeDISON. 

1649. 

Letter  of  Salmafius   on  the  murder  of  King 

Charles  I. 

MONSIEUR, 

LA  nouvelle  de  la  mort  du  Roy  d'  Angleterre 
m'a  trouble,    mais  elle  ne   m'a  point  furpris. 

U 
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A.D. 164.9  \\  y  a  Jong  temps  que  je  voyois  qu'ils  en  vouloient 
venir  la.  Des  le  commencement  de  leur  revoke 
contre  le  Roy  il  m'a  efte  aife  de  juger  qu'ils  ont  eu 
le  deffein  de  fe  faire  Republique,  &  que  dans  ce 
deffein  ils  ne  manqueroient  pas  d'ofter  de  leur  che- 
min  le  plus  grand  obftacle  qui  pourroit  les1  empef- 
cher  d'y  parvenir.  Car  pour  ofter  la  Royaute,  il 
leur  a  femble  qu'il  falloit  premieremerit  fe  deffaire 
du  Roy.  En  les  fuivant,  comme  a  la  pifte,  des  le 
commencement,  et  confiderant  tous  leurs  mouve- 
mens  et  leurs  de  marches  jufques  a  la  fin,  on  a  peu 
remarquer  par  des  fignes  prefques  infallibles  le 
But,  ou  ils  vifoyent.  II  eft  bien  vray  femblable  que 
les  Prefbyteriens  n'avoyent  unguere  different  def- 
fein, pour  ce  que  regard e  la  Royaute,  mais  peut- 
eftre  qu'ils  euffent  trait te  la  perfonne  de  leur  Roy 
plus  favourablement.  Ils  fe  fondoient  fur  d'  au- 
tres  raifons  &  plus  plaufibles,  qui  leur  faifoient  de- 
firer  un  changement  en  la  forme  de  1*  Eftat :  1* 
apprehenflon  qu'ils  ont  eu  que  le  Roy  ne  vouloit 
changer  la  Religion,  ou  qu'il  n*eut  envie  de  laiffer 
rexercife^libre  aux  Papiftes.  Les  Indcpendens  ne 
l'ont  pas  accufe  de  cela,  parce  qu'ils  avoient  tout  au- 
tre vifee  par  la  maxime  de  leur  Religion,  qui  eft  de 
tolerer  toute  forte  de  Religion.  Pour  Taction 
qu'ils  ont  faite,  elle  fera,  et  en  le  fiecle  prefent  et  a 
la  pofterite,  en  abomination  :  et  ce  qui  la  rend  plus 
deteftable,  c'  eft  qu'ils  ont  voulu  couvrir  du  nom  de 
Juftice  la  plus  execrable,  et  la  plus  injufte  proce- 
dure qui  ayt  jamais  efte  faite,  je  ne  diray  pas  en  fem- 
blable cas,  car  il  n'y  a  jamais  eu  de  femblable, 
mais  en  tous  les  Proces  qui  ont  jamais  efte  intentes 
pour  crimes  es  perfonnes  les  moins  confiderees; 
Les  criminels  de  leze  Majefte  au  premier  chef  font 
jugez  tout  autrement  qu'ils  n'ont  faits  leur  Roy 
legitime,  envers  lequel  eux  mefmes  feront  trouvez 
coulpable,  aux  jugemens  de  tous  les  fiecles  &  dt 
tous  les  hommes,  de  la  plus  hauce  tranifon  qui  fe 
I  puiffe 
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puifle  commettre  contreau  Souverain  par  fes  fujets.^^.1649 
Si  quelque  nation,  ou  Payenne,  ou  mefme  Papifte, ' 
s'eftoit  noirci  d'un  tel  crime,  je  le  porterois  plus  ai- 
fement ;  mais  de  voir  que  des  Reformez  fe  font 
renduz  infamez  par  un  ft  horrible  parricide,  eft  cq 
qui  m'eft  tout  a  fait  insupportable,  &  que  je  ne 
pi<is  digerer  fans  une  grande  amerturne  d'e/prit. 
Dc  quel  front  pourrons  nous  maintenant  reprocher 
aux  Jcftiifts,  qu'ils  font  des  jueurs  de  Roys  r  lis  fe 
font  tous  jours  couverts  de  cette  excufe,  que  c'eftoit 
l'opinion  de  quelques  particuliers  de  leur  fociete,  qui 
eftoit  defavoue  par  le  refte  du  corps  :  et  voici  chez 
nous  une  practique  eftablie  par  la  forme  de  Juftice 
pour  faire  mourir  un  Roy  pour  changer  le  Gou- 
vernement,  fans  autre  caufe  legitime.  La  pluspart 
de  Jefuiftes,  je  dis  de  ceux  qui  ont  enfeignez  la 
doctrine  de  tuer  les  Roys,  ont  porte  leur  Thefis  en 
ces  termes,  Qu'il  eftoit  permis  de  tuer  un  Tyran. 
Ces  Bourreaux  peuvent  ils  fe  deffendre,  qu'ils 
n'ayent  mis  a  mort  leur  Roy  legitime  ?  Et  combien 
qu'ils  le  qualifient  Tyran,  Traiftre  et  Meurtrieur  en 
la  fentence  qu'ils  ont  prononcee  contre  luy,  ces 
charges  font  fans  aucun  preuve,  et  les  crimes  leur 
conviennent  proprement,  et  non  a  leur  Roy.  C'eft 
une  flaitrifTure  fur  la  Reformation  que  nous  n'effa- 
cerons  jamais,  que  les  Calviniftes  n'ayans  qu'un 
Roy  de  leur  Religion,  ils  l'ont  fait  mourir  mef- 
chamment  &  miferablement.  Les  Embafladeurs 
de  noftre  Eftat  ont  efte  ouys  dans  le  Parlement  par 
les  deux  chambres  la  veille  que  le  Roy  fut  execute, 
(  a  ce  qui  j*apprens  d'une  lettre  imprimee  qu'un 
domeftique  des  dits  Embafladeurs  a  efcrit  icy  :)  ils 
ne  pouvoient  avoir  autre  refponfe,  ni  eftre  mieux 
receu  qu'ils  ont  efte.  Vous  avez  raifon  de  rependre 
leurs  folicifmes :  Aux  fils  d'un  grand  Roy,  il  ne 
font  qu'a  faire  fervice,  &  a  des  chefs  de  faction  & 
de  rebellion  ils  font  humbles  ferviteuis.  Colligez 
dela,  s'ils  recognoiftront  poar  Roy  le  Prince  da 
Vol.  I.  s  Gallefc 
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^.D.i649GaJles.  Ce  n'eft  pas  de  mefme  de  l'avoir  recog- 
nu  pour  legitime  Heritier  pendant  que  le  Roy  vi- 
voit  encores  •,  alors  ils  n'offenfoient  perfonne,  mais 
a  prefent  en  le  recognoiffant  pour  Roy,  ils  cho- 
queront  cette  Republique  naiflante. 

Je  refpondray  aux  autres  points  de  voftre  lettre 
une  autre  fois,  fc?  c. 

DeLeydence  17  Feb.  1649. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

HAVING  ftaid  here  about  a  fortnight  for  a 
pafTage  into  Holland,  and  having  the  laft 
week  from  hence  fent  the  King  a  relation  of  what 
I  underftood  from  Col.  Trafford,  to  be  the  prefent 
ftate  of  his  Majefty's  affairs  on  that  fide,  (whereby 
it  will  appear  to  his  Majefty,  that  it  is  fomewhat 
too  early  for  him  yet  to  repair  thither  in  Perfon,  as 
his  Majefty  intends)  I  received  this  day  a  copy  of  a 
Memorial  delivered  by  his  Majefty's  command  to 
the  States  Deputies  at  the  Hague,  which  I  here  in- 
clofed  fend  to  your  Excellency  *,  that  by  it  you  may 
perceive,  that  a  principal  reafon  why  his  Majefty 
hafteneth  fofoon  into  Ireland  is,  that  his  Majefty  hath 
been  thereunto  advifed,  and  with  importunity  invited 
by  that  Kingdom  and  by  your  Excellency.  I  know 
you  invited  the  Prince  thither,  but  now  (being 
King)  it  feems  to  me  very  demonftrable  by  the  ar- 
ticles, that  that  great  change  hath  fo  much  altered 
the  cafe,  as  I  much  apprehend  his  Majefty's  pre- 
fence  in  Ireland  (before  it  be  better  fettled,  or  at 
leaft  that  your  Excellency  be  Mafter  of  Dublin) 
will  be  very  inconvenient,  if  not  prejudicial  to  his 
affairs  there,  by  rendering  the  Irifn  Catholicks  un- 
reafonably  importunate,  if  not  mutinous,  to  get 
the  King  (as  foon  as  he  fliall  arrive  in  Ireland)  to 

1  call 
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call  a  Parliament  there  in  the  abfence  of  the  greater!:  A.D.  1649 
part  of  the  Proteftants,  and  to  fettle  on  them  all  the/ 
Churches  and  Ecclefiaftical  Benefices  now  in  their 
hands.  I  humbly  conceive  your  Excellency  fhall 
therefore  do  very  well  by  fome  exprefs  to  let  his 
Majefty  fpeedily  underftand  your  advice  therein. 
We  here  believe  that  when  the  King  comes  for  Ire- 
land^ that  the  Queen  will  come  thither,  and  that 
all  affairs  will  be  managed  by  the  Queen,  Lord 
Jermin  and  Lord  Digby,  who  is  lately  clofed  again, 
as  I  am  certainly  advertifed,  and  in  a  very  {trait  tye 
of  friendfhip  with  Lord  Jermin:  how  long  it  will 
continue,  I  cannot  affaire  your  Excellency. 

By  the  inclofed  your  Lordfhip  will  fee  what  X 
have  here  of  news  from  the  Hague  and  Paris.  I 
have  no  notice  as  yet  that  Mr.  Fan/haw  is  arrived 
in  Holland  or  elfewhere,  tho*  Col.  Irafford  landed 
in  France  a  fortnight  fince.  I  hope  by  Mr.  Fan/haw 
your  Excellency  hath  fent  particular  advice  concern- 
ing the  King's  coming  unto  you,  and  I  wifh  you 
would  not  fpare  to  be  frequent  and  full  in  your  ad- 
vices therein ;  for  I  am  afTured  that  the  King  will 
more  value,  as  he  ought,  what  therein  you  mail 
advife  than  any  other  perfon  ;  and  your  prudent 
and  timely  counfels  may  prevent  the  defigns  of  the 
bufy  wits  about  him  and  the  Queen,  who  are  in- 
duftrious  to  counfel  and  get  what  may  at  any  rate 
advantage  their  own  interefts  or  the  defigns  of  a 
faction. 

I  have  herein  fent  your  Excellency  what  I  newly 
received  from  Paris  and  mylaftnews  from  England. 
That  concerning  the  rebels  fea  forces  abroad  and 
preparing  to  be  Tent,  I  prefume  you  will  fend  to  P. 
Rupert,  for  whofe  great  good  fortune  at  fea  all 
honeft  men  are  very  glad.  I  am  ftill  refolvedto  go 
for  Holland  as  foon  as  I  can  get  a  Dutch  fhip  to  tranfc 
port  me,  conceiving  that  what  Mr.  Fanjhaw  will 
bring  his  Majefty  from  your  Excellency  concerning 
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.ID. 1 649 1  the  prefent  condition  of  his  Majefty's  affairs  in  Ire- 
land may  retard  for  fome  longer  time  his  removal 
thence.  Wherever  I  fhall  be,  I  befeech  your  Ex- 
cellency to  honour  me  with  your  commands,  and 
to  be  confident  that  you  have  in  me  a  faithful  fer- 
vant,  who  will  omit  no  occafion  or  opportunity  to 
approve  himfelf, 

Havre  Je  Grace,  Apr.  19,  My  Lord.   &C 

1649.  N.  S.  J 

430. 

Memorial  delivered  by  the  Lords  of  his  Majefty's 
Council  to  the  Lords  Deputies  for  the  States* 
General,  March  29,   1649.    N.  S. 

HI  S  Majefty  hath  defired  this  conference  with 
your  Lordfhips,  That  in  the  firft  place  he 
may  by  your  Lordfhips  let  the  Lords  the  States- 
General  know  the  great  fenfe  he  hath  of  the  many 
favours  he  hath  received  from  them  fince  his  being 
in  thefe  parts ;  efpecially  in  the  full  and  high  de- 
teftation  they  have  expreffed  of  that  impious  and 
unparalleled  murder  of  his  Royal  Father  of  bleffed 
memory,  their  fafl  and  unfhaken  Ally  ;  by  which 
the  form  and  rules  of  all  kinds  of  Government  are 
no  lefs  violated  and  diflblved,  than  that  of  Monar- 
chy :  and  to  inform  their  Lordfhips,  how  his  Majef- 
ty in  this  conjuncture  of  his  affairs  intends  to  difpofe 
of  his  Royal  Perfon,  and  the  reafons  and  grounds 
of  fuch  his  intention  ;  and  thereupon  to  defire  their 
Lordfhips  advice  and  arliftance,  by  which  (with  God's 
blefling)  he  fhall  promife  himfelf  good  fuccefs  in  his 
undertakings. 

We  need  not  inform  your  Lordfhips  of  the  de- 
plorable condition  of  his  Majefty's  kingdom  of  Eng- 
land, where  the  hearts  and  affections  of  ail  loyal  fub- 
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jects  are  fo  deprefled  and  kept  under  by  the  powers ZX1649 
and  cruelty  of  thofe  who  murdered  our  late  Sove-f 
reign,  and  who  every  day  give  frefh  and  bloody  in- 
fiances  of  their  tyranny,  and  fright  men  from  their 
allegiance,  that  (  for  the  prefent)  no  man  can  believe 
that  miferable  Kingdom  to  be  fit  for  his  Majefty  to 
truft  his  Perfon  in. 

In  Scotland,  it  is  true,  his  Majefty  is  proclaimed 
King,  but  with  fuch  limitations  and  reftrictions  a- 
gainft  his  exercife  of  his  Royal  Power,  that  (in  truth) 
they  have  only  given  him  the  name  and  denied  him 
the  authority  ;  above  five  parts  of  fix  of  the  Nobi- 
lity and  chief  Gentry  of  that  Kingdom  being  like- 
wife  excluded  from  their  juft  rights  and  any  part  in 
the  adminiftration  of  the  publick  affairs  •,  fo  that  as 
yet  that  Kingdom  cannot  be  thought  fufnciently 
prepared  for  his  Majefty's  reception.  But  his  Ma* 
jelly  hopes,  and  doubts  not  that  there  will  be  in  a 
fhort  time  a  right  underftanding  and  perfect  union 
between  all  his  Majefty  *s  fubjects  of  that  his  King- 
dom, and  a  due  fubmiilion  and  obedience  from  them 
to  his  Majefty  :  for  his  Majefty  is  refolved,  (  and 
had  never  the  leaft  intention  or  purpofe  to  the  con- 
trary) to  preferve  and  maintain  the  government  of 
Church  and  State  there  as  it  is  eftablifhed  by  the 
Laws  in  that  Kingdom,  without  any  alteration  or 
violation  on  his  part ;  fo  that  there  can  be  no  diffe- 
rence between  his  Majefty  and  his  fubjects  of  that 
his  Kingdom,  except  they  lhall  endeavour  and  prefs 
his  Majefty  to  alter  the  Laws  and  Government  of 
his  other  Kingdoms,  which  as  it  would  be  very  un- 
reafonable  for  his  Majefty  to  defire  without  their 
own  confents,  fo  without  fuch  their  confents  it  is 
not  in  his  juft  power  to  do,  if  he  fhould  join  and 
confent  with  his  fubjects  of  Scot  land  to  that  purpofe; 
and  therefore  (he  is  confident)  when  they  have  tho- 
roughly weighed  and  confidered  what  is  good  for  his 
Majeftvand  thernielves,  they  will  acquieice  with  the 
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A.D*  1 649  enjoying  the  Laws  and  Privileges  of  that  Kingdom, 
V*or\^  without  defiring  to  infringe  or  impofe  upon  thofe  of 
their  Brethren  and  Neighbours.  And  if  any  per- 
fons  have  endeavoured  to  make  impreffions  in  your 
Lordfhips,  that  the  King  hath  or  had  any  other  in- 
tention or  defires  with  reference  to  his  fubjects  of 
Scotland,  than  what  we  have  now  exprefled  to  your 
Lordfhips,  his  Majefty  defires  you  to  give  no  credit 
to  them,  and  affures  you,  you  fhall  always  find  him 
conftant  to  thefe  refolutions,  and  efpecially  that  all 
ways  and  means  which  may  tend  to  the  advancement 
and  propagation  of  the  Proteftant  Religion,  fhall 
be  fo  heartily  embraced  by  his  Majefty,  that  the 
world  fhall  have  caufe  to  believe  him  worthy  of  his 
title  of  Defender  of  the  Faith,  which  he  values  as 
his  greater!:  Attribute. 

This  being  the  true  condition  of  his  Majefty's  two 
Kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland,  and  it  being 
neceflary  for  his  Majefty  to  give  life  to  the  afflicted 
ftate  of  his  affairs  by  his  own  activity  and  vigour, 
your  Lordfhips  clearly  difcern  that  his  other  King- 
dom of  Ireland  is  for  the  prefent  fitteft  to  receive  his 
Majefty's  Perfon ;  and  thither  he  intends  with  all 
convenient  fpeed  to  tranfport  himfelf,  being  there- 
unto earneftly  advifed,  and  with  great  importunity 
invited,  by  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  by  the 
Marqutfs  of  Ormonde  his  Majefty's  Lieutenant  there  i 
by  whofe  great  wifdom  a  peace  is  there  concluded, 
and  thereby  the  King  at  this  time  pofTeffed  entirely 
of  three  parts  of  four  of  that  his  large  and  fruitful 
Kingdom,  and  of  the  command  of  good  armies  and 
a  good  fleet  to  be  joined  to  his  Navy  :  and  he  hath 
reafon  to  believe  that  Dublin  and  the  few  other 
places,  (who  have  fubmitted  to  the  rebellious  pow- 
er in  England)  either  are  upon  the  knowledge  of  that 
odious  parricide  returned  to  their  allegiance,  or  will 
be  fuddenly  reduced ;  fo  that  the  affairs  of  that 
Kingdom  being  fettled,  (which  we  hope  will  be  in 
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a  fhort  time)  the  King  will  be  ready   to  go  from  d-D  '649 
thence  into  Scotland,  when  his  pre  fence  there  mall 
be  requifite. 

His  Majefty  holds  it  moft  agreeable  to  the  good 
affection  he  hath  and  fhall  always  bear  to  this  State, 
and  to  the  fenfe  he  hath  of  the  obligations  he  hath 
received  from  it,  before  bis  going  from  hence,  to  pro- 
pofe  and  defire  that  any  league  formerly  entered  into 
between  his  Father  of  bleffed  memory,  or  any  other 
of  his  Predcceffors  and  this  State  may  be  renewed  ; 
which  for  his  Majefty's  part  he  is  very  willing  and  de- 
firous  to  do,  and  fhall  always  conftantly  and  inviolably 
obferve  the  fame  :  and  if  any  larger  conceftions  mail 
be  defired  from  his  Majefty  which  may  advance  the 
profperity  of  this  State,  than  have  been  heretofore 
granted  by  his  Predeceflbrs,  as  foon  as  his  Majefty 
fhall  be  acquainted  with  fuch  defires,  he  will  mani- 
feft  how  much  he  values  their  affection  and  alliance. 

And  his  Majefty  defires  upon  this  communication 
of  his  counfels  and  purpofes  to  the  Lords  the  States- 
General,  that  he  may  receive  their  Lordfhips  ad- 
vice and  aftiftance  for  the  better  tranfportiog  himfelf 
into  Ireland  with  honour  and  fecurity ;  and  whatso- 
ever aftiftance  they  fhall  give  him  thereunto,  his 
Majefty  will  always  acknowledge  as  the  moft  feafon- 
able  teftimony  of  their  affection  ;  and  as  foon  as  he 
fhall  be  informed  of  their  willingnefs  to  gratify  him 
herein,  his  Majefty  will  make  fuch  other  particular 
proportions  by  your  Lordfhips  to  them  concerning 
Ireland  and  his  other  important  affairs,  as  he  doubts 
not  will  be  for  the  advantage  and  benefit  of  this  State 
as  well  as  for  his  Majefty's  prefent  conveniency. 

Hague,  April  6,  1 649.    N.  S. 

The  laft  night  there  arrived  here  fix  Commiflioners 

from  Scotland,  whereof  the  Earl  of  Cajfells  is  one ; 

the  names  of  the  reft  I  know  not:    but  there  is  one 

Knight,  two   BurgefTes,  and  two  Divines.      The 
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J.D.1649  King  received  them  in  his  Bed-chamber  ;  it  being 
before  refolved  that  no  ceremony  or  refpect  at  all 
mould  be  fhewed  in  their  reception,  and  that  the 
King  would  not  in  any  kind  acknowledge  that  a 
Parliament,  which  npw  fits  in  that  Kingdom,  and 
by  whom  thofe  CommhTioners  are  fent.  Their  three 
proportions  are,  Firft,  to  banifh  Montrofe  from  his 
Court ;  sdly,  To  take  the  Covenant;  3dly,  That 
his  Majefty  bring  but  a  hundred  with  him  into  Scot- 
landy  in  which  number  none  that  bore  arms  under 
his  late  Majefty  of  bleffed  memory  are  to  be.  And 
when  his  Majefty  hath  confented  to  thefe  three, 
they  will  treat  further  concerning  his  reception. 
The  impudence  of  thefe  propofitions  doth  not  much 
Jeflen  the  intereft  and  credit  that  party  hath  about 
the  Court  and  with  the  Putch,  where  they  have  a 
great  ftroke ;  the  Earls  of  Lanerick  and  Lauderdale 
having  been  very  induftrious  to  difaffedl  the  Prince 
of  Orange  and  the  States  in  his  Majefty's  defign  of 
going  for  Ireland^  and  to  make  him  choofe  rather 
to  go  for  Scotland.  But  they  have  not  at  all  pre- 
vailed with  the  Prince  of  Orange^  and  though  they 
have  gained  therein  very  much  on  the  States,  yet 
there  is  hope,  that  fome  afliftance  will  be  had  from 
them  to  enable  and  haften  the  King's  remove  from 
hence,  there  being  this  day  another  paper  fent  in 
unto  them  from  our  King  for  the  loan  of  twenty 
thoufand  pounds,  which  I  conceive  is  done  upon 
fome  precedent  encouragement. 

The  Danifh  AmbafTador  who  hath  been  here 
thefe  14  days  and  had  audience  from  the  States, 
hath  not  yet  addrefTed  himfelf  to  the  King  to  whom 
he  hath  likewiie  an  EmbafTy:  but  we  believe  his 
delay  proceeds  from  a  defire  of  greater  advantage  to 
his  Majefty,  for  he  does  expect  (they  fayj  further 
inftructions  from  his  Mafter,  who  difpatch'd  him 
before  the  news  of  our  King's  death  came  to  that 
Court, 

Paris. 
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Paris,  TV  April  1649.     A.D.\6& 

The  laft  letters  from  England  bring  us  the  news 
of  Fairfax's  being  queftioned  ;  and  that  it  is  thought 
Cromwell  will  cut  off  him  and  Ulborne,  and  all  other 
obftacles  to  his  own  greatnefs,and  fettle  himfelf  Lord 
of  the  new  Republick,  rather  than  go  into  Ireland^ 
where  affairs  for  them  feem  defperate  enough; 
Mcnke  being  turned  out  of  Ulfter,  and  only  Dublin 
remaining  (in  an  ill  condition)  to  the  rebels. 

In  Scotland,  the  Marquefs  of  Huntley's  head  is 
(truck  off,  and  it's  believed  Argyle  will  play  the 
Cromwell  there. 

The  peace  here  is  like  to  continue  for  the  prefent, 
but  there  will  be  difficulty  for  the  King  to  provide 
money  for  maintaining  the  war  againft  the  Spaniard, 

Madam  de  Chevreufe  is  come  hither  with  the  Mar- 
quefs  de  Noirmonftier. 

Mr.  Secretary  Long  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

1H  A  V  E  little  to  advertife  from  hence,  more 
than  is  contained  in  the  difpatch  by  Col.  Legg% 
whereof  this  bearer  brings  a  duplicate. 

The  King  hath  a  treaty  with  the  States,  by  which 
we  hope  to  procure  money  from  them.  They  have 
fent  to  confult  with  their  provinces  which  will  take 
up  fome  time ;  but  is  a  fign  of  their  good  intention, 
Ir  they  require  fecurity  for  the  money,  it  muft  be 
upon  fomething  in  Ireland;  as  the  cuftoms,  or 
fome  other  thing  that  will  be  valuable  with  them 
here. 

There  are  now  here  Commiflioners  from  Scot- 
land, who  have  begun  a  treaty  with  the  King  :  and 
their  firft  demand  by  a  paper  given  to  the  King  is, 
that  my  Lord  Montrofi  be  immediately  removed 

and 
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^.Z>.i649and  banifhed  from  the  King's  prefence.  His  Ma- 
'jefty's  anfwer  was,  to  defire  them  to  give  in  all  their 
demands  before  he  made  an  anfwer  to  any  one  in 
particular.  They  have  fince  given  in  other  papers 
infifting  upon  the  fame  demand :  and  his  Majefty 
hath  given  in  erTecT:  the  fame  anfwer  as  formerly. 
What  they  will  do  upon  it  I  cannot  yet  judge : 
many  here  defpair  of  a  good  iffue  of  this  treaty, 
fuppofing  that  my  Lord  of  Argyle,  and  that  party 
which  now  prevails  in  Scotland,  have  too  much  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  Independents  of  England, 
Many  of  the  States,  and  many  others  here,  are 
much  for  the  Scots  interefts  ;  and  all  are  of  opinion 
that  it  were  very  happy  for  the  King,  if  he  could 
unite  Ireland  and  Scotland  in  his  obedience,  and  that 
all  jure,  fatisfaction  is  to  be  given  to  the  Scots  to  that 
purpofe  *,  but  moft  are  of  opinion  that  his  firft  perfo- 
nal  repair  ought  to  be  into  Ireland. 

We  are  fo  unhappy  as  not  to  have  heard  any 
thing  from  your  Excellency,  nor  from  Ireland,  fince 
the  difpatch  by  my  Lord  Byron  -,  neither  hath  his 
Majefty  received  any  news  of  his  fleet  fince  their 
arrival  in  Ireland ;  but  by  a  letter  that  came  by  the 
laft  poft  we  underftand  from  France,  that  the  Pope's 
Nuncio  that  hath  been  fo  long  in  Ireland,  is  now 
come  into  France,  and  that  the  peace  is  now  fully 
concluded  between  the  King  and  his  fubjects ;  and  wc 
wifh  it  would  be  followed  with  the  like  peace  with 
Spain  •,  but  of  that  there  is  yet  little  of  appearance, 
for  any  thing  that  I  can  difcern. 

The  King  is  ready  and  refolvcd  to  remove  from 
hence,  as  foon  as  he  can  by  any  means  be  provided 
of  money  ;  and  I  dare  fay  there  will  be  no  endea- 
vours wanting  to  get  it :  for  it  is  evident  to  all,  that 
his  Majefty's  long  ftay  here  brings  great  prejudice  to 
his  affairs. 

I  wifh  your  Excellency  all  happinefe  and  good 
fuccefs  in.  your  honourable  undertakings  for  the 

King's 
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King's  fervice,  and  all  profperity  in  your  own  par- ^£-1649 
ticular  affairs :  and  fhall  ever  remain,  -"      -* 


April  11,  1649. 


Tour  Excellence's  moft  humble 
and  moft  faithful  Servant ', 

Robert  Long. 


The  King  to  the  M.  ^Ormonde. 

My  Lord, 

I  A  M  in  fome  trouble  that  I  have  not  heard  from 
you  fince  my  Lord  Byron  came  from  Ireland.  If 
I  may  believe  the  general  reports  of  thefe  parts,  you 
proceed  very  profperoufly.  You  muft  have  a  ftrict 
eye  to  watch  that  no  Agents  come  out  of  England  to 
tamper  with  your  Catholicks,  and  methinks  the  o- 
dious  proceedings  of  the  rebels  there  mould  beget 
horror  in  all  honeft  men  of  what  religion  foever  a- 
gainft  them. 

I  am  preffing  the  States  here  all  I  can  for  aflift- 
ance  of  money  and  mips  to  tranfport  me.  I  hope 
fpeedily  to  have  a  very  good  anfwer,  and  then  I 
fhall  lofe  no  time  in  coming  to  you.  I  have  no 
more  to  fay  to  you  of  the  publick .  but  I  have  a  par- 
ticular to  commend  to  you,  that  you  will  have  a 
care  of  Fan/haw  who  is  a  very  honeft  man,  and  an 
able  man,  of  whom  I  need  fay  little  becaufe  he  is 
fo  well  known  to  you.  I  would  be  glad  you  could 
find  fomewhat  in  that  kingdom  to  beftow  upon 
him.  Be  afliired  you  do  not  more  defire  to  have  me 
with  you,  than  I  do  to  be  there,  where  you  fhall 
always  find  me, 

My  Lord, 

your  moft  affectionate  friend, 

Hague,  April  \  3, 

l649-  Charles  Rex. 

Lord 
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Lord  Byron  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellence, 

^.Z).i649j  HAVE  not  much  to  add  to  what  I  formerly 
V^y-s^  *>  writ  by  Col.  Legg,  and  Major  Stephens  -,  fave 
only  that  fince  their  departure,  Commiflioners  are 
come  out  of  Scotland,  confirming  of  one  Earl  (the 
Earl  of  CaJJels)  two  Burgefles  and  four  Divines, 
to  treat  with  his  Majefty  concerning  the  affairs  of 
that  kingdom,  or  rather  to  impofe  unfufferable 
conditions  upon  him.  To  give  the  better  afTurance 
of  their  good  intentions  to  his  fervice,  immediately 
before  their  coming  out  of  Scotland,  the  Marquefs 
of  Huntley  was  put  to  death  for  no  other  crime 
but  his  loyalty  to  the  King.  Their  proportions 
are  as  infolent  as  can  be  imagined  \  for  they  re- 
quire that  all  malignants  and  evil  Counfellors  (and 
particularly  the  M.  of  Montrofe)  fhould  be  banifhed 
the  Court ;  that  his  Majefty  mould  take  both  the 
National  Covenant  and  the  Holy  League  and  Cove- 
nant, (as  they  term  it)  and  eftablifh  a  Prefbyterian 
Government  in  all  his  kingdoms,  But  the  King 
being  now  unfortunately  in  a  Prefbyterian  Country, 
cannot  refent  thefe  indignities  fo,  as  otherwife  he 
would.  Howfoever,  his  intention  is,  not  to  enter 
Into  any  particular  debate  of  thefe  propofitions,  but 
to  remit  the  Commiflloners  till  his  coming  into  Ire- 
land,  the  matters  propounded  by  them  concerning 
his  other  kingdoms  as  well  as  Scotland. 

The  principal  endeavour  here  now,  is  to  pro* 
cure  money  for  his  Majefty's  removal  hence  ;  whicii 
they  are  in  good  hope  will  be  fhortly  obtained,  ft 
is  much  wondered  here,  that  nothing  hath  been 
heard  out  of  Ireland  fince  my  coming  thence  i  which 
gives  the  Scotch  Commiflloners  fome  advantage  of 
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raifing  falfe  reports  to  difcourage  the  King  from  A.D.  164^ 
coming  thither  :  but  we  are  in  hope  every  day  to " 
hear  from  your  Excellency  ;  and  this  bearer  Capt. 
Moone  hath  engaged  himfJf  to  the  King  to  return 
fpeedily,  if  your  Excellence  think  fit.     The  peace 
in  France  is  certainly  concluded,    and  that   with 
Spain  (it  is  thought)  will  be  a   confequent  of  it : 
which  we  hope  will  be  of  great   advantage  to  his 
Majefty's  affairs.     I  expect  daily  to  hear  from  my 
Lady  Marchionefs,  when  fhe  would  have  the  fhip 
come  to  her  from  hence  •,    for  to   fend  it  fooner 
would  be  unneceflary  charge.     The  P.  of  Orange 
exprefles  upon  all  occafions  a  great  defire  to  ferve 
your  Excellence ;  which  if  you  would  be  pleafed  to 
acknowledge  in  a  letter  to  his  Highnefs,  I  know  it 
would  be  very  kindly  taken,  and  the  entertaining 
of  a  ftrict  correfpondence  with  him  may  be  very  a- 
vailable  to  his  Majefty's  affairs.     He  understands 
Englifh  very  well,  though  he  fpeak  it  not;  fothat 
your  Excellence  fhallnot  need  to  trouble  your felf  with 
writing  in  French.     The  Scots  court  him  extremely 
to  draw  him  to  their  party  :  but  I  know  he  hath  a 
greater  value  of  your  Excellence  than  of  any  of 
them. 

I  fhall  conclude  with  an  humble  and  earneft  defire 

to  your  Excellence,  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to  take 

an  efpecial  care  of  your  perfon,  upon   the  fafety 

whereof  fo  much  depends,  and  upon  which   (as  we 

are  aflured  here  from  very  good  hands  in  England) 

there  are  fo  bloody  defigns  ;    and  likewife  upon  my 

Lord  Inchiquin,     Abbot  O  Rely  is  now  in  England^ 

contributing  what  he  can  to  that  hellifh  plot,  fo  that 

your  Excellence  ought,  (if  not  for  your  own,    yet 

for  the  King's  fake)  to  be  extreme  careful  and  wary, 

how  you  adventure  yourfelf,  or  whom  you  admit 

near  you.     The  King  tells  me,  he  hath  advertifed 

your  Excellence  hereof  by  Col.  Le$g :  howfoever,  I 

thought  it  not  amife  to  repeat  it  here*  left  that  fhould 

mif- 
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*fD.i649mifcarry  ;  there  being  no  private  perfon  more  con- 
^"V^  cerned  in  your  Excellence's  fafety,  than, 

My  Lordy  &c. 

Hague,  April  12* 

X649.  N,  s.  John  Byron* 

Lord  Byron  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellence, 

THIS  day  the  Scottifh  Commiflioners  gave  in 
their  proportions  to  his  Majefty ;  wherein 
they  recede  from  what  they  firft  fo  violently  infifted 
upon,  concerning  the  banifhment  of  the  M.  of  Mon- 
trofe  from  the  Court.  In  other  things  they  remit 
nothing  of  their  rigidity.  The  King  defers  his  an- 
fwer  till  the  P.  of  Orange  return,who  at  prefent  is  out 
of  town.  We  are  in  hope  then  likewife,  that  fome 
courfe  will  be  taken  to  fupply  his  Majefty  with  mo- 
ney for  his  journey. 

It  is  confirmed  from  feveral  hands,  that  the 
King's  fleet  hath  taken  feveral  rich  prizes  to  a  very 
great  value ;  which  I  hope  e're  this  are  fafely  arrived 
In  Ireland.  It  is  extremely  wondered,  that  fince 
my  coming  no  other  Exprefs  hath  been  fent  from 
your  Excellence,  and  thofe  that  oppofe  the  King's 
going  into  Ireland,  give  that  as  principal  reafon  for 
their  opinion,  though  the  contrariety  of  the  winds 
and  cafualty  of  the  paflage  fufficiently  anfwers  them; 
I  have  by  other  letters  fent  feveral  ways  reprefent- 
ed  this  to  your  Excellence,  and  doubt  not  but  fome 
courfe  will  be  taken  to  confute  thofe  falfe  reports 
daily  raifed  on  purpofe  to  divert  the  King  from  his 
intended  journey. 

The  peace  in  France  is  concluded ,-  and  I  hope 
will  be  advantageous  to  the  King ;  for  the  French 
w\mbafiador  is  recalled  from  England,  with  order 

to 


from  the  Year  1641  to  1660.        270 

to  come  away  without  'taking  leave.     The  Bifhop^.^.164^ 
of  Derry  is  fo  perfect  in  all  occurences  here,  that  I  ^W 
(hall  not  need  to  give  your  Excellence  any  further 
trouble,  who  am  ever, 

My  Lord,  &c. 

Hague,  April  15,   1649. 

John  Byron. 

My  Lord  Wentworth  commands  me  to  prefent  his 
moft  humble  fervice  to  your  Excellence.  His 
father  the  Earl  of  Cleveland  hath  made  his  efcape 
and  is  come  hither. 


Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency ', 

WHILST  I  attended  at  Havre  for  a  Dutch 
vefTel  to  tranfport  me  into  Holland^  I  re- 
ceived his  Majefty's  pleafure,  that  I  mould  rather 
wait  on  him  in  France,  (whither  he  intended  fhort- 
ly  to  come  to  meet  our  good  Queen)  than  in  Hol- 
land :  whereupon  I  returned  to  my  old  ftation  here, 
till  I  (hall  be  afcertained  of  the  time  and  place  of 
their  meeting  ;  fome  faying  it  will  be  in  thefe  parts, 
others  nearer  Paris,  if  not  in  that  City ;  and  many, 
that  it  will  be  at  Camhr#y  in  Flanders. 

It's  written  to  me  as  a  fecret,  that  Lord   Cotting- 
bam  and  Sir  E.  Hyde  are   by  the  King  dirpatched 
joint  Ambafiadors  to  the  King  of  Spain,  to  fee  if 
they  can  borrow  money  of  that  King  :  and  they  are 
to  take  Brujjels  in  their  way,  to  try  what  may  be 
there  had  from  the  Archduke  and  the  Duke  of  Lo- 
rain    They  are  it's  conceived  at  prefent  at  Brujfe!st 
and  thence  expected  this  week  or  the  next  to  be  with 
our  good  Queen  at  Paris ;  from  whence  they  are 
to  proceed  m  their  ambafTage.     The  King  is  ftill  in 
Holland,  expecting  fome  money  to  enable  him  to 
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4-D.  1649  remove  thence  for  France,  and  fo  with  all  poflibld 
SOT^  fpeed  for  Ireland:  But  I  cannot  conceive  his  Ma- 
jefty  can  be  ready  to  embark  for  that  kingdom  thefe 
two  months,  if  he  fhall  make  France  his  paffage 
thither.  The  peace  is  now  well  fettled  in  this  king- 
dom ;  which  they  owe  to  the  miferies  of  poor  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  where  are  fo  manifeft  and  fad  ef- 
fects of  rebellion  and  civil  difTenfions.  Thofe  who 
flood  out  againft  the  King  and  Queen  Regent  will 
have  caufe  to  repent  of  their  rebellious  practices,  as 
they  deferve,  and  I  wifh  all  fuch  fpirits  may  feel. 
I  have  herein  fent  your  Excellency  extracts  of  fuch 
news  as  I  received  from  feveral  parts. 

I  hear  Sir  Kenelme  Digby,  having  been  long  at 
'Dieppe  for  intelligence  upon  a  defign  I  formerly  ad- 
vertifed  your  Excellency,  is  now  fefolved  rather  to1 
go  for  Ireland,  where  he  hopes  to  do  much  good 
^for  the  Catholick  caufe  ;  there  being  others  in  Eng- 
land fufficient  without  him  to  effect  the  fame  there. 
I  have  advice  that  the  Pope's  Nuncio  and  the  M.  of 
Worcefier  are  laying  their  heads  together  at  Rouen, 
by  fome  new  device  to  crofs  your  prudent  and  loyal 
proceedings  in  Ireland :  but  he  that  advifeth  me 
thereof,  cannot  yet  penetrate  into  their  plot,  where- 
of if  I  can  learn  any  particular,  your  Excellency 
fhall  be  fure  to  have  notice  of  it  from, 

Caen,  May  3,  My  Lord,  &C 

1649.  N*  S. 

430- 

There  went  by  yefterday  through  this  town  an  Etf- 
prefs  fent  by  P.  Rupert  to  the  King  and  Queen 
from  Ireland,  whereof  I  prefume  my  Lady  will 
give  you  notice,  having  fpoken  with  him  :  but  I 
did  not  fee  him  at  all  by  reafon  of  his  hafte.  Mr. 
Fan/haw  is  much  expected  in  Holland. 

1  Extrafts 
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ExtraBs  inclofed. 

London,   March  30,  1649.  ^.  S. 

THE  three  Eftates  under  the  King  in  the  Eng-  J.D.  164$ 
lifh  Parliament  are  now  refolved  into  a  fmall ' 
number  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  manage 
their  great  affairs  by  a  Council  of  State.  This  is 
generally  difgufted  by  moft  men,  if  theydurft  vent 
their  thoughts.  The  greater!:  oppofers  of  it  are  a 
fadion  of  their  own  party,  whom  they  call  Level- 
lers ;  but  are  indeed  the  true  Independents  accord- 
ing to  their  former  principles.  They  are  for  Demo- 
cracy, and  rather  than  fuffer  their  co-partners  to 
lord  it  over  them  in  this  ariftocratical  way*  will 
hurtle  againft  them*  though  thereby  they  open  a 
gap  to  Monarchy  again,  as  fome  of  themfelves 
profefs.  Martin  and  hilburne  are  the  leaders  ;  yet 
the  former  is  one  of  the  Council  of  State,  and  had 
a  regiment  of  horfe  voted  him,  but  unvoted  again 
before  it  was  fully  raifed.  This  makes  hilburne  la* 
vim  in  expreffions,  and  he  hath  promoted  and  pre- 
fented  a  petition  againft  th^  Council  of  State  and 
the  High  Court  of  Juftice  (as  we  call  it ;)  which 
taking  no  eirecT:,  he  printed  it,  calling  his  book  Eng* 
land's  Chains,  and  fince  that  hath  put  out  a  fedond 
part  to  it,  which  is  a  proteftation  upon  the  former; 
petition.  This  was  voted  treafonable  on  Monday 
laft,  and  the  next  day  he  and  three  more  were 
apprehended  and  imprifoned  in  Whitehall^  from 
whence  they  are  removed  to  the  Tower,  and  his 
books  feized  upon. 

Perhaps  the  difference  is  real :  however  it  ferVes 
for  a  good  cloak  to  cover  their  not  fending  forces  to 
Ireland^  and  yet  keep  in  with  their  party  in  this 
City.  The  truth  is,  I  conceive,  they  think  it  too 
late.     Cromwell  is  chofen  Commander  in  chief  for 

Vol,  L  T  that 
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■«.£>.  1 649  that  fervice,  and  will  accept  of  it,  if -they  will  pro- 
^^VN^  vide  fufficient  and  feafonable  fupplies  for  his  forces  •, 
which  he  knows  they  cannot,  unlefs  with  their  om- 
nipotency  they  can  fupply  his  Saints  with  a  tread- 
water  faith  ;  for  the  Navy  cannot  be  ready  fo  foon  as 
that  fervice  requires. 

Prince  Rupert  thrives  fo  well  at  fea,  that  the  fea- 
men  flock  that  way  for  the  mod  part,  infomuch  as 
they  are  forced  to  prefs  and  {^t  land  foldiers  to  fu- 
perintend  them.  This  laft  week  the  news  is  come 
to  our  Merchants,  that  he  hath  taken  the  St.  Lu- 
car's  fleet,  the  prize  is  valued  at  20,0000  /.  befides 
the  veffels.  Other  mips  are  wanting  to  the  number 
of  2 1  in  all,  and  they  fear  they  are  gone  the  fame 
way. 

There  be  fe  veral  fmall  parties  up  in  Scotland.  The  firft 
was  headed  by  the  Earl  of  Seaforth's  brother,  and 
another  fince  by  Lieutenant-General  Middleton^ 
who  was  the  honefteft  confiderable  Scot  in  the  laft 
year's  expedition.  The  Parliament  there  is  adjourn- 
ed till  May  :  in  the  interim  they  have  fent  Commif- 
fioners  to  invite  their  hopothetieal  King;.  I  prefume 
you  have  (ggu  the  conditions  upon  which  he  is  to 
come.  I  have  it  alio  from  a  good  hand,  that  the  two 
kingdoms  have  entered  into  a  league  to  affift  each 
other,  in  cafe  either  be  invaded. 

This  laft  week  Pontefraft  caftle  was  furrendred, 
the  only  place  that  held  for  King  Charles  II.  whom 
they  proclaimed  with  great  folemnity  and  have 
coined  money  with  his  infcription.  That  caftle  is 
voted  to  be  demolimed. 

About  a  week  fince  the  army  had  a  Feaft  and 
Thankfgiving-day  for  their  former  fuccefles.  I  am 
not  certain  that  it  was  on  Good-friday  •,  but  fuppofe 
it  the  rather,  becaufe  on  Eafter  day  they  had  an 
Humiliation  and  Faft  for  their  future  undertaking, 
efpecially  concerning  Ireland.  Peters  performed  his 
old  office  of  blowing  the  trumpet,  and  told  them 
4  tkat 
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that  he  hoped  none  of  them  would  refufe  to  go  into  A®- 164^ 
Ireland  -,  yet  they  could  not  but  go  with  more  chear-  ^Y"^ 
fclnefs,  when  they  knew  they  had  a  particular  call 
from  God  -,  which  he  promifed  them  within  3  days. 
The  Engliih  of  ;t  was,  that  on  Tuefday  the  Colo- 
nels fhculd  caft  lots  what  regiments  fhould  go  ♦,  but 
that  is  {till  to  do  -,  which  I  impute  to  the  news  they 
have  fince  received  from  Ireland^  that  Ulfter  hath 
generally  declared  for  the  King,  and  turned,  out 
Monk,  and  put  in  the  Lord  Ardes  to  be  the  Com- 
mander in  chief. 

London,  April  2,    1649.   O.  S. 

The  news  I  told  you  in  my  lafl  concerning  the  league  . 
between  our  new  ftate  and  the  Parliament  of  Scot-* 
land  is  in  print,  and  moreover  that  the  Scots  have 
laidafide  the  thoughts  of  their  new  conditional  King, 
and  fettled  their  refolution  upon  erecting  another 
Commonwealth  there. 

The  pretence  for  beheading  the  Marquefs  of 
Huntley  was  for  not  laying  down  arms  upon  the 
firft  order  from  the  King,  when  he  was  at  New-* 
cajile  :  but  the  truth  is,  his  eldeft  fon  (the  Lord 
Aboyne)  is  lately  dead  without  iffue  male  ;  his  fe- 
cond  fon  died  in  the  wars  under- Men  trcfe  •,  and  his 
third  fon  (Lewis)  complieth  with  his  Uncle  Argyle 
and  his  party,  and  thereupon  is  thus  honourably  re- 
warded by  being  made  a  Marquefs. 

Cromwell  is  declared  General  for  Ireland*  yet  fo 
as  Fairfax  hull  mud  fweli  his  empty  titles,  and  is 
made  Generaliffimo  of  all  their  forces  in  England 
and  Ireland :  yet  it  is  much  difputed,  whether  or 
no  any  forces  be  intended  that  way.  Here  are  none 
yet  particularly  designed  for  that  fervice,  either  by 
choice  or  lot. 

About  a  fortnight  ago  they  put  out  1 2  fhips  to 
fea  *,  fome  of  them  being  their  winter  fleet  which 
came  in  to  victual.  Thefe  are  all  that  I  can  hear  of 
yet  in  their  fervice  :    1 3  more  are  preparing,  but 
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d.D.  1 649  will  not  be  ready  yet  thefe  three  weeks ;  the  men 
^/V  (fome  of  them  at  leaft)  are  dill  to  prefs. 

About  a  fortnight  ago  the  Commons  paft  an  Act 
againft  Kingly  Government,  and  to  eftablifh  a 
State,  &c.  This  was  fent  this  laft  week  to  the 
Lord-Mayor  of  London  to  proclaim,  which  he  re- 
filling (or  at  leaft)  neglecting  to  do,  is  this  day  fent 
for  as  a  Delinquent. 

It  is  here  commonly  reported  and  believed,  that 
both  the  French  and  Spaniili  AmbafTador  are  recal- 
led with  inftructions  not  to  take  any  ceremonious 
farewell,  but  only  defire  a  pafs. 

Lilburne  and  his  three  partners  are  ftill  in  the 
Tower.  Their  bock  was  proclaimed  treafon,  and 
they  (though  not  by  name)  Traitors,  both  at  Wefi- 
minfter  and  in  Cheapjide  :  yet  they  have  a  party  in 
the  City,  who  are  gathering  hands  to  a  petition  in 
their  behalf. 

All  the  goods  of  the  King's  Wardrobe  and  Jew- 
els of  the  Crown  (excepting  fuch  as  Grandees  have 
occafion  to  make  ufe  of  for  themfelves)  are  now 
expofed  to  fale,  as  alio  Crown-lands,  and  thofe  be- 
longing to  Deans  and  Chapters  :  yet  there  be  feme 
projectors  who  made  and  printed  a  petition  to  prof- 
fer that  they  will  pay  the  army  conftantly  without 
excife  or  free-quarter,  if  they  may  be  trufted  with 
the  management  of  thofe  lands,  and  yet  preferve  the 
main  bulk  for  a  dead  lift :  but  I  fear  thefe  will  not 
ferve  their  deftructive  ends. 

They  are  about  demolifhing  and  felling  Cathe- 
dral Churches.  I  hear  Norwich  is  defigned  alrea- 
dy ;  and  that  the  Jews  proffer  600,000  /.  for 
Paul's  and  Oxford  Library,  and  may  have  them  for 
200,000  /.  more. 

London  houfe  is  quite  pulled  down,  and  Lambeth 
is  following  it :  and  all  the  rarities  in  the  King's  li- 
brary at  St.  James's  are  vanifhed  to  nothing. 

Hague% 
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Hague,  April  20,   1 649.  N.  S. 

We  have  intelligence  from  Scotland^  that  the  par-  ^.£.1649 
ty  which  is  up  in  the  North  part  of  that  Kingdom ' 
for  the  King  (being  before  confefled  to  be  6  or  7000 
men)  have  totally  defeated  David  Lejleyy  who  was 
commanded  and  fent  down  by  the  Parliament  there 
to  quell  them  :  which  news  doth  much  deject  the 
Prefbyters,  efpecially  the  Commimoners  of  that 
Kingdom,  who  have  been  here  thefe  three  weeks 
and  have  made  fome  proportions  already  to  the 
King.  The  two  firft  whereof  were,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty mould  abandon  the  Marquefs  of  Montrofe^  as 
a  man  unworthy  to  come  near  his  Perfon,  or  into 
the  fociety  of  any  good  men,becaufe  he  is  excommu- 
nicated by  their  Kirk.  The  other,  that  his  Majefty 
would  take  the  Covenant,  and  put  himfelf  into  the 
arms  (fo  they  term  it)  of  the  Parliament  and  Kirk 
of  Scotland.  And  by  thefe  you  may  eafily  imagine 
the  civility  of  the  fubfequent,  and  I  need  not  tell 
you  (but  leave  you  to  guefs)  what  cold  reception 
they  have  found  here. 

The  Swedes  AmbarTador  and  the  French  Reii- 
dent  waited  yefterday  feverally  upon  the  King,  and 
very  fully  expreffed  the  ready  inclinations  of  thofe 
Kingdoms  to  ferve  and  aflift  his  Majefty  againft  the 
rebels  of  England. 

From  another  hand  of  April  20,  1649,  fr°m  the  Hague. 

Our  refolution  holds  for  Ireland :  want  of  money 
is  that  which  hath  kept  us  here  all  this  time ;  but  we 
hope  to  be  fupplied  within  a  fhort  time. 

The  States  have  not  yet  declared  themfelves : 
they  incline  to  continue  neuters  \  yet  we  hope  loan 
of  mips  and  money  will  be  had. 

The  Danes  AmbarTador  defers  his  audience,  till 
he  receives  farther  inftrudtions  from  Denmark^ 
which  he    expe&s   with    much  impatience.     We 

T  3  have 
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^.£.1649  have  very  probable   hopes  of  good  affiftance  from 
v^V^^  thence. 

Yeflerday  the  Agent  for  Sweden  waited  upon 
our  King  by  order  from  his  Miflrefs,  condoling  the 
fad  occafion,  and  promifing  aiTnlance  to  revenge  it, 
and  eftabliih  the  King. 

We  hear  that  the  loyal  party  in  Scotland  have 
given  a  late  blow  to  David  Lejley^  and  are  a  very 
considerable  force. 

We  have  not  yet  received  any  Exprefs  from 
Prince  Rupert \  but  we  hear  that  the  fleet  thrives  no- 
tably, and  that  Ireland  is  in  a  very  good  condition. 

Rouen ,  April  ff,  1649. 

From  London  it  is  written,  and  I  have  juft  now  re- 
ceived this  from  a  very  good  hand  which  I  fend  you, 
if  you  have  not  been  already  advertifed  of  it,  viz.  of 
the  ftout  combat  between  my  Lord  of  Pembroke 
and  a  Schifmatical  Tanner  for  a  place  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  truly  that  valiant  Earl  hath  car- 
ried it  againft  the  Tanner,  and  is  admitted  into 
that  Houfe. 

The  like  is  now  debating  between  the  Earl  of 
Salisbury  and  another  Mechanick,  who  it  is  thought 
will  gain  the  better  of  that  Earl. 

There  were  lately  diverfe  CommifTioners  fent  into 
the  City  of  London  from  the  rebels  at  Weftminfta\ 
(the  chiefeft,  amongft  them  was  Sir  Henry  Mildmay) 
to  borrow  fixfcore  thoufand  pounds,  pretending  to  fet 
forth  the  Navy  with  that  money :  but  thofe  who  pre- 
tend to  know  moft,  fay  that  it  is  to  prefent  and  bribe 
fome  who  are  about  the  King  and  Queen  to  work 
them  to  their  bow. 

That  certainly  Cromwell  is  now  turned  a  greater 
Preacher  than  ever  was  Peters. 

Hague,  April  20,   1649. 

$To  exprefs  is  come  from  Ireland  fince  the  Lord 

Byron's 
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Byron's  arrival,  fo  as  if  all  things  were  ready  for  his^-l649 
Majefty's  journey,  I  believe  they  would  make  fome  ^V^r 
paufe  till  they  heard  from  the  place. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale,  who  pretends  fo  much 
to  the  King's  fervice,  and  to  be  undone  for  it  by  the 
power  that  now  rules  in  Scotland,  is  daily  in  com- 
pany with  the  Scots  Commiffioners :  but  Duke 
Hamilton  appears  not  to  have  any  intereft  in  them, 
whatever  he  does  privately.  The  firft  is  a  bigot  in 
his  Religion,  and  I  fear  in  his  other  old  opinions 
too. 

His  Majefty's  motion  is  delayed  only  until  the 
States  mall  have  declared  to  his  Majefty  what  fup- 
ply  they  will  give  him  ;  which  will  be  within  a  week 
or  ten  days.  It  is  again  propofed  by  thefe  States 
General  to  thofe  of  the  feveral  Provinces,  and  there 
are  fome  intimations  already  given  which  make  the 
King  hope  for  fome  fuccefs  herein  *,  and  by  that 
time  it's  hoped  fome  letters  will  come  from  Ireland. 

It's  hoped  the  reputation  of  fo  rich  prizes  taken 
by  Prince  Rupert  will  give  his  Majefty  fome  credit 
here,  if  all  other  ways  fail :  whereof  as  foon  as  he 
fhall  receive  certain  advertifements  from  P.  Rupert^ 
'tis  conceived  it  will  haften  his  Majefty's  journey  for 
Ireland. 


Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pie afe  your  Excellency^ 

BY  mine  of  the  -^th  of  April  I  acquainted  your 
Excellency  that  I  had  fent  to  the  King  Col. 
Trafford's  relation  of  the  affairs  of  Ireland  when  he 
left  it  -,  whereof  I  thought  good  now  by  this  to 
fend  you  a  copy,  that  you  may  the  better  judge  of 
it,  and  by  your  timely  and  prudent  advice  let  the  King 
underftand  when  it  may  be  moft  feafonable  for  his 

T  4  Ma-, 
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-^.D.i^Majeily  to  come  for  that  Kingdom,  which  I  per* 
J^y^V  ceive  he  is  ftill  much  preffed  unto,  upon  the  ground 
of  the  inftructions  your  Excellency  gave  to  haft  en 
him  over  when  he  was  Prince  ;  notwithftanding  the 
great  and  important  alteration  happened  ftnce  the 
horrid  death  of  our  late  gracious  Sovereign  of  glo- 
rious memory.  My  affection  to  the  King's  fervice 
under  your  charge  would  not  permit  me  to  defer 
fending  his  Majefly  that  relation,  left  his  too  much 
fpeed  in  coming  thither  might  be  fo  unfeafonable  as 
to  prejudice  or  difturb  your  prudent  and  happy  be- 
ginnings for  reducing  that  Kingdom  to  its  former  o- 
bedience  and  loyalty  ;  wherein  if  I  have  done  amife, 
it  hath  been  through  my  over  great  zeal  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fervice  and  affection  to  your  Excellency,  and 
the  weighty  affairs  now  incumbent  on  you. 

I  have  herein  fent  your  Excellency  extracts  of 
fuch  occurrences  as  are  come  to  my  hands,  humbly 
craving  your  favourable  interpretation  of  my  unfkil- 
ful  endeavours  to  ferve  you,  having  not  hitherto 
received  any  directions  from  you  to  guide  me  to 
better  performances,  or  how  to  apply  my  induftry 
more  advantageoufly  for  the  King's  and  your  Excel- 
lency's fervices,  as  is  moft  earnefty  defired  by, 

Caen,  May  ±jf  My  Lcrd,    &V. 

1649- 

430. 

Sir  Robert  Waljh  is  newly  arrived  at  Havre  with 
300  Irifh  foldiers  for  the  fervice  of  the  French 
King,  and  is  to  land  them  at  Dieppe. 


Extraft 
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1  befeech  your  Excellency  be  pleafed 
to  decipher  this  yourfelf 

JLxtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Hzttonfrom 
Paris,  May  8,   1649.    N.  S. 


1 


T  is  here  determined,  but  it  is  kept  as  a  great  j.d.i 649 
fecret,  that  Lord  Jermyn  mall  go  this  next  v>^^ 
week  into  Holland  unto  the  King.  Here  was  lately 
a  meflenger  from  Prince  Rupert,  who  confirms  the 
rumors  of  his  prizes.  The  letters  he  brought  were 
to  the  King,  and  only  one  of  compliment  to  the 
Queen  ;  none  elfe  to  any  other  at  our  Court,  no, 
not  to  Lord  Jermyn,  The  Queen,  and  indeed  all 
the  King's  party  here  are  very  much  offended  at 
the  difcovery  of  Lord  Cottington  and  Sir  E.  Hyde's 
journey  for  Spain,  and  the  Queen  intends  to  dafh  it 
and  keep  them  with  the  King. 

By  a  Letter  from  Paris  0/May  TV>   1649 

It's  written,  that  upon  fecond  thoughts  Mr. 
JDenham  is  fent  by  the  Queen  to  the  King  inftead  of 
Lord  Jermyn,  and  it's  faid  that  the  King  is  expect- 
ed at  Paris  about  a  fortnight  hence :  and  it's  ad- 
vertifed  that  his  Majefty  will  not  flay  there  above 
eight  days  before  he  goes  thence  towards  Ireland. 

EXTRACTS    inckfel 

London,  April  22,  1649.    O*  S. 

THERE  is  an  order,  that  none  whatfoever 
may  go  beyond  fea  without  engagement  under 
his  hand  never  hereafter  to  act,  aid,  counfel,  &c.  a- 
gainft  this  Common-wealth. 

The  perfons  in  power  here  apprehend  nothing  of 
danger  to  them  from.  Holland  or  foreign  parts  j  and 

4  m 
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AD.  1 649  are  told  that  Lord  Cottingion  and  Sir  E,  Hyde  go  for 
}  Spain,  Culpeper  for  Scotland  if  his  health  permit ; 
others  otherways  :  and  that  there  will  be  a  great 
change  fuddenly  in  the  Royal  Court  at  the  Hague, 
whither  Dr.  Dorijlaus  is  now  going  as  Agent  from 
hence,  and  a  perfon  of  the  Nobility  foon  after  to 
follow  him ;  which  it  is  thought,  is  not  but  upon 
great  arTurance  of  a  league  to  be  made  between  thefe 
and  that  State,  whofe  Declaration  to  juftify  their 
proceedings  of  late  is  turned  into  Latin  and  pub- 
limed. 

The  lots  are  caft  for  nine  Regiments  to  go  for 
Ireland  and  four  more  are  added  to  them  :  1 5000 
men  they  will  be  effective.  They  are  not  at  all 
pleafed  with  the  journey.  I  hear  Hewfon  and  Scroope 
murmur,  knowing  how  ill  their  fellows  fare  that  are 
gone  over  for  Dublin,  which  is  in  great  diftrefs  of 
all  neceffaries,  and  Londonderry  is  fuppofed  rendred. 
Marquefs  of  Ormonde's  men  come  within  fix  miles  of 
Dublin  already.  Prince  Rupert  and  he  prepare  the 
army  at  Corke.  The  fleet  is  repaired  and  revictual- 
ed  at  Kinfak.     Mr.  Fan/haw  is  Treafurer  at  wars. 

The  Levellers  here  grow  more  and  more.  The 
men  here  in  power  are  certainly  in  great  trouble  con- 
cerning them.  All  in  Holland  feems  favourable  to 
the  Royal  party ;  yet  it's  faid  the  Scots  are  gone 
away  difcontent. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pie  of e  your  Excellency, 

BY  mine  of  the  3d  prefent,  I  gave  your  Excel- 
lency an  account  of  the  reafon  of  my  return  to 
this  place  •,  fince  which  I  have  received  a  letter  from 
Sir  E.  Hyde  of  the  4-Ttn  °f  April  laft,  wherein  he 
advertifeth  that  the  King  had  not  then  received  any 
anfwer  from  the  States  to  a  propofition  delivered 

them 
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them  concerning  money,  and  that  his  Majefty  was  ^D.1649 
not  able  to  move  without  it.  Bat  he  faith  that  Lord  '^T^ 
Cottington  and  he  mould  go  for  Brujjels  within  12 
days,  and  thence  move  towards  Paris.  I  expect 
this  week  or  the  next  to  hear  more  fully  touching 
the  King's  refolution,  and  when  and  where  he  will 
meet  our  good  Queen  ;  whereof  I  mail  give  your 
Excellency  notice  by  the  firft. 

The  inclofed  extracts  will  mew  you  all  the  ad- 
vertifements  I  have  received  fince  my  former. 

It's  very  much  and  earneftly  expected  (as  I  hear) 
that  your  Excellency  forthwith  fend  to  the  King  an 
account  of  the  ft  ate  of  his  Majefty 's  affairs  on  that 
fide  fince  the  horrid  murder  of  our  late  dear  Mafter 
and  Sovereign  of  glorious  memory :  and  I  humbly 
wifh  you  would  let  his  Majefty  receive  your  opinion 
when  it  will  be  mod  feafonable  for  him  to  come 
thither,  and  in  what  manner  -,  for  it's  believed  the 
King  will  therein  be  much  governed  by  your  advice. 
I  am  refolved  to  attend  his  Majefty  as  foon  as  he 
ihall  come  into  France,  if  he  fhall  think  fit  to  come 
at  all  into  this  Kingdom. 

When  your  Excellency's  greater  affairs  fhall  be  bet- 
ter fettled,  I  befeech  you  to  give  me  leave  to  become 
a  fuitor  to  you  to  confer  at  your  conveniency  fome 
Ecclefiaftical  preferment  on  my  poor  brother  Dr. 
Matthew  Nicholas  Dean  of  Briftol  and  one  of  his 
late  Majefty's  Chaplains  in  ordinary,  who  for  his 
loyalty  to  the  King  and  unmovable  firmnefs  to  the 
Church  of  England,  is  defpoiled  of  ail  he  hath  in  that 
Kingdom.  I  ihall  not  give  you  any  other  character 
of  him,  but  only  that  the  is  a  very  honeft  man  and  an 
orthodox  Minifter  of  the  Church  of  England :  and 
I  prefume  all  that  know  him  will  fay  as  much  of 
him.  I  am  myfelf  fo  entirely  devoted  to  your  Ex- 
cellency's fervice,  as  I  fhall  take  it  for  a  great  ho- 
nour and  happinefs  if  fome  of  thofe  of  neareft  rela- 
tion to  me  and  of  whom  I  have  juftly  the  beft  opi- 
nion, 
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^.£.1649111011,  may  become  fervants  to  you  arid  your  noble 
^V^  family,  as  well  as,  £s?f. 

Caen,  May   10,  aqo. 

1^49,  N.  S.  ° 

E  XT R  ACTS    inclofed. 

Paris ,  April  30,   1649. 

A  F  T  E  R  many  intreaties  from  hence  and  fre- 
jljL  quent  deliberations  at  Court  for  the  King's 
coming  to  Paris ,  at  1  aft  a  letter  de  Cachet  was 
brought  to  the  Parliament,  wherein  the  King  tells 
them  that  having  refolved  his  coming  hither,  the 
fiege  of  Tpres  and  the  activenefs  of  the  enemy  did 
call  him  fpeedily  away  towards  Flanders ;  fo  that 
this  is  the  day  appointed  for  his  remove  to  Chantilly 
and  to-morrow  to  Compiegne.  In  the  mean  time 
there  are  hopes  given,  that  the  Council  mail  come 
and  remain  here  ;  though  fome  doubt  whether  the 
Chancellor  will  yet  adventure  himfelf  amongft  this 
unfettled  people,  who  perfiffc  ftill  in  their  backward- 
nefs  to  pay  their  accuftomed  duties.  Nor  are  they 
yet  quiet  in  ^ouraine^  Anjou  and  Gafcony  ( though 
frefh  letters  afliire,  that  at  Bourdeaux  they  have  laid 
down  their  arms :  )  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Duke  of 
Orkans?s  prefence,  who  is  now  going  into  thefe 
parts,  will  fettle  the  other  Provinces.  The  Prince 
of  Conde  continues  his  intention  for  Burgundy :  he 
hath  of  late  been  indifpofed  in  his  health,  and  many 
queftion  how  he  is  fatisfied  in  his  mind  to  fee  the 
Cardinal's  kind  reception  of  the  Duke  de  Vendofme, 
the  promife  of  marriage  between  the  Duke  de 
Mercoeur  and  one  of  the  Cardinal's  Nieces,  and  (as 
fome  will  have  it)  the  Admiralty  for  the  portion ; 
betides  which  they  fpeak  of  a  treaty  of  a  match  be- 
tween the  Duke  de  J^'^and  another  of  his  Nieces. 

The 
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The  Cardinal  hath  alfo  exchanged  the  Government  A •*>•  ^49 
of  Fountainebleau  for  St.  Germains,  to  which  he  adds  *  "~ 
the  command  of  Meulan  where  he  fortifies ;    by 
which  means  having  Pont  de  Larche,  Ponteaudemer^ 
and  Havre  at  his  devotion,  he  will  have  a  fecure  re- 
treat in  cafe  of  danger ;    if  thefe  new  foundations  of 
his  greatnefs  happen  again  to  be  fhaken.     The  pre- 
parations for  this  campaign,  compared  with  former 
years,  go  on  but  flowly ;  partly  becaufe  they  are  con- 
{trained  to  keep  fome  troops  within  the  Kingdom, 
but  chiefly  for  want  of  money  wherewith  to  fet  out 
the  reft  ;  fo  that  Erlack's  army,  which  now  marcheth 
towards  Flanders,  is  the  ftrength  of  their  hopes. 
Upon  Sunday  laft  the  Venetian  Ambanador  dis- 
patched his  Secretary  to  Pinneranda  to  acjjuft  the 
place  and  time  of  meeting  for  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  the  two  Crowns,  to  which  thefe  here  feem 
much  inclined  •,  the  neceflity  of  their  affairs  abfo- 
lutely  requiring  either  the  conclufion  of  the  peace 
that  they  may  have  no  need,   or  the  King's  return 
to  Paris ,  that  fo  they  may  find  means  to  raife  monies, 
St.  Venant  is  taken  by  the  Spaniards. 

Parts,  May  3,  1649. 

The  King  of  England  is  ftill  uncivilly  prelTed  by 
the  Scots  ;  but  they  grow  daily  lets  even  in  the  o- 
pinion  of  thofe  of  our  countrymen  who  were  of  their 
party. 

Frefh  news  from  Leith  Road  to  Holland  fays, 
that  David  Lefiey  was  returned  from  the  northern 
parts  to  Edinburgh  only  with  four  or  five  men,  the 
reft  being  totally  deftroyed  or  prifoners  ;  and  he 
himfelf  had  certainly  loft  three  of  his  fingers,  fince 
which  Argyle  endeavours  to  raife  forces  in  the  South, 
but  cannot. 

It's  thought  Montrofe  fhall  fuddenly  for  thofe 
parts  again,  with  the  Lord  Seaforth,  whofe  brother 
is  now  the  chief  oppofer  of  Argyle  and  his  faction. 

There 
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J.D.1649     There  is  come  into  Holland  the  Earl-  of  Cleveland 
'and  feveral  Colchefter  Officers,  as  Mr.  Jervais  Hollis, 
lucke  and  Hammond:  they  are  fetting  out  a  decla- 
ration concerning  that  bufinefs. 

Duke  Hamilton  and  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  are 
gone  from  the  King,  and  it  is  {aid  for  Germany, 

Rouen,  May  5,   1649. 

By  divers  letters  from  London  I  find,  that  the 
Merchants  there  are  very  much  troubled  at  their 
loffes  by  the  fleet  under  the  command  of  P.  Rupert, 
and  that  the  rebels  are  ready  to  fend  out  a  great 
fleet  under  the  command  of  Popham  and  Blague  ; 
which  Blague  I  believe  was  Governor  for  them  at 
Taunton. 

The  Countefs  of  Carlijle  hath  been  again  fhewn 
the  rack  ;  but  fhe  defires  them  not  to  hurt  her,  for 
fhe  is  a  woman  and  cannot  endure  pain,  but  fhe  will 
confefs  whatfoever  they  will  have  her. 

My  Lady  Ifabella  Tbynne  and  Mrs.  Howard  are 
efcaped  from  them. 

The  M.  of  Ormonde  to  Lord  Digby. 

My  Lord, 

I  Am  fure  it  is  not  needful  to  perfuade  you  by 
any  preamble,  that  my  advices  concerning  the 
difpofal  of  your  perfon  are  not  fwayed  by  any  affec- 
tions or  aim  of  mine,  other  than  fuch  as  absolutely 
terminate  in  the  advancement  of  the  King's  fervice  and 
your  honour  and  intereft: ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  briefly 
deliver  you  my  fenfe  and  reafons  as  clearly  and  pofi- 
tively  as  I  can  guide  my  klf  by  the  prefent  variable 
ftate  of  things. 

The  principal  foundation  wherein  I  fuppofe  you 
are  determined  to  build  your  fortune  is  the  favour 
of  our  King,  wherein  your  intereft  ought  to  be,  (and 
confidering  his  excellent  nature  and  underftanding  I 

doubt 
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doubt  not  will  be)  as  great  as  any  man  can  pretend  A.D.  1649 
to,  whether  in  the  difpofal  of  it  he  make  ufe  of  that  ^n/^ 
fweet  difpofition  by  which  he  will  be  induced  to 
confider  the  paft  fervices  and  fufferings  of  a  whole 
family  to  and  for  his  father,  or  of  that  judgment  by 
which  I  doubt  not  he  will  make  choice  of  faithful 
and  able  Minifters  to  manage  the  great  work  of  his 
Reftoration.  This  ground  being  laid,  I  conceive 
the  ufe  you  will  make  of  the  intereft  and  reputation 
you  have  purchafedin  the  French  fervice,  and  of  the 
endeavours  of  your  friends  and  fervants,  will  be  to 
place  you  in  a  ftation  wherein  with  honour  to  your- 
felf  you  may  beft  advance  the  regaining  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Crown ;  without  which  we  can  only  have 
the  honour  to  be  conftant  unwearied  fharers  in  the 
miferies  of  an  exiled  Prince  :  and  than  the  place 
you  hold  of  Secretary  of  State  I  know  none, 
wherein  the  King  can  be  at  this  time  more  pro- 
perly or  happily  ferv'd  by  you  ;  fince  your  ex- 
perience in  it,  efpecially  as  to  foreign  negotiati- 
ons, by  which  alone  we  can  probably  hope  for  any 
chearful  entrance  into  our  work,  and  your  eminent- 
ly faithful  and  judicious  difcharge  of  it  in  the  mod 
dangerous  and  lean:  advantageous  times  of  our  late 
Mafter,  feems  fo  to  appropriate  it  to  you,  and  you 
for  it,  that  certainly  no  man  having  the  leaft  pre- 
tence of  ability  can  want  the  modefty  not  to  lay  aiide 
fo  injurious  an  ufurpation  of  your  pretenfions  upon 
the  leaft  knowledge  of  your  aiming  at  it :  fo  that  I 
make  it  no  queftion,  but  that  to  defire  and  have  that 
employment  will  be  at  the  very  inftant  one  and  the 
fame  thing  •,  unlefs  there  be  a  fixed  general  rule  of 
difpofing  of  no  employments,  which  I  conceive  not 
poflible  without  fome  exception,  or  that  the  excep- 
tion can  be  with  greater  reafon  of  any  place  than  this. 
Having  thus  in  my  own  judgment,  and  ( if  I 
be  not  highly  miftaken)  without  the  leaft  help  of 
my  affe&ion,  undoubtedly  placed  you  in  the  em- 
ployment ; 
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.<£/>. 1 649 ploy ment ;  the  fole  remaining  doubt  .with  me  is* 
t^VN5  whether  being  invefted  in  that  truft  your  Lordfhip 
fhould  come  with  the  King  or  ftay  in  France :  and 
I  confefs,  notwithstanding  the  apparent  advantages 
to  me  by  your  being  here,  and  my  indulgence  to 
my  own  pleafure  in  your  company,  yet  for  the 
main  I  incline  to  your  ftay  in  France.  My  reafon  is, 
that  if  the  peace  in  France  (which  I  was  not  certain 
of  when  Waljingham  writ  my  fenfe  upon  this  fubject) 
be  fucceeded  by  a  peace  with  Spain,  which  we  are 
made  believe  is  in  fome  forwardnefs,  I  am  confident 
France  muft  feek  new  pretences  to  keep  armies  on 
foot,  and  really  employ  fome  of  thofe  armies  a- 
broad,  both  to  fatisfy  the  people  why  thofe  forces  are 
kept  on  foot,  and  of  the  neceflity  of  raifing  monies 
to  fupport  them.  And  I  can  fee  no  pretence  more 
fuitable  to  juftice  and  honour,  or  that  (as  I  hear) 
will  be  more  popular,  than  that  of  revenging  the 
execrable  murder  of  our  late  King.  Now  left 
when  thefe  armies  and  monies  are  raifed  for  this  end, 
they  might  upon  fome  offered  opportunity  of  en* 
larging  their  own  Empire  divert  the  means  of  re- 
ftoring  his  Majefty,  I  conceive  fuch  a  witnefs  of 
their  actions,  and  a  remembrancer  of  their  obliga- 
tions as  your  Lordfhip  moft  neceffary :  and  much 
the  rather,  if  my  Lord  Jermyn  fhould  come  with 
the  King  hither,  as  we  hear  is  defigned  ;  in  which 
cafe  your  Lordfhip  may  be  left  qualified  with  the 
authority  of  an  AmbafTador,  as  well  as  with  the 
truft  of  a  Secretary. 

This  will  be  a  fufHcient  preventative  agamft  the 
workings  of  any  that  may  endeavour  to  keep,  or 
rather  to  put,  you  at  a  diftance  from  his  Majefty's 
trufts  and  affection  ;  there  being  no  greater  trufts 
than  thefe,  nor  any  likelier  means  to  fettle  you  m  his 
Majefty's  favours,  than  the  frequent  intercourfe  of 
difpatches  that  muft  neceflarily  be  betwixt  you,  and 
the  fatisfaction  and  (I  hope)  effential  fruits  he  will 


receive 
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receive  by  your  negotiation  ;    upon  which  he  will  4.D.  1649 
quickly  fet  another  kind  of  value,  than  upon  thofe  Vy^V>^ 
little  affiduities  about  his  perfon  ;    for  which,  give 
me  leave  to  tell  you,  you  are  lefs  proper,   and  in 
which  you  are  far  behind,  as  you  are  before  hand, 
with  others  in  more  efTential  fervices. 

Air  this  is  taking  it  for  granted,  that  you  are,  or 
will  be  fettled  in  that  place ;  but  in  cafe,  upon  fome 
general  refolution,  that  be  not,  nor  you  hft  in  any 
fuch  kind  of  employment  in  France^  I  am  then  ab- 
folutely  of  opinion,  you  mould  not  fuffer  yourfelf 
to  be  fhaken  off,  but  accompany  the  King  hither  ; 
for  whofe  fervice  as  well  as  your  honour  I  am  of  this 
opinion. 

Our  condition  here,  in  relation  to  the  enemy's 
weaknefs  and  the  affections  of  moft  under  his  com- 
mand, is  moil  hopeful :  our  only  allay  is  in  the  po- 
verty of  the  country,  which  makes  us  as  unable  to 
reward  fervices  and  fearful  to  punifh  feditious  fpirits, 
which  yet  have  fome  influence  upon  the  people ; 
but  though  this  gives  a  very  unfeafonable  retard- 
ment to  great  fuccefs,  yet  I  apprehend  no  prefent 
danger  by  it,  and  in  fpight  of  thefe  impediments, 
we  have  daily  little  handfome  earnefls  of  greater 
matters. 

I  will  not  tell  you  how  welcome  your  Lady  and 
your  family  may  be  to  all  that  is  in  the  power  of 


Tour  Lordjhifs 

Killkenny-Caflle,  -,. 

May  22, 1 649,  moft  faithful  humble  Servant, 

Ormonde,' 


Vol.  I.  U  Sir 
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Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M,  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

MY  kft  to  you  was  of  the  44  of  May ;  fince  which 
time  I  have  received  the  feveral  advertife- 
rnents  inclofed,  which  I  thought  good  to  endeavour 
to  haften  to  your  Excellency,  that  you  might  the 
better  uhderftand  the  motions  in  Holland,  England 
and  France.  Of  the  three  Ladies  who  were  fo  fe- 
verely  purfued  by  the  rebels  in  England,  the  Lady  of 
Carlifie  is  faid  to  be  now  out  of  the  Tower,  though 
under  conftraint ;  the  Lady  Aubigny,  being  efcaped 
into  Holland,  is  there  lately  dead  ;  and  the  Lady 
Ifabelh  "Thynne  is  come  hither.  We  are  here  now 
in  oreat  expectation  what  wiil  be  the  fuccefs  of  the 
encounter  between  Fairfax,  Cromwell,  &c.  and  the 
Levellers  in  England,  (which  I  doubt  will  be  com- 
pofed  without  blows,)  and  no  lefs  earnefl:  in  our 
prayers  for  fome  good  news  of  your  Excellency's 
prevailing  againft  Dublin.  From  Brittany  it's  adver- 
tifed  hither,  that  fome  feamen  lately  come  from  the 
Englifti  coaft  over  againft  Brittany  report,  there 
have  been  lately  fome  Dutch  and  Hamburgh  vefTels 
taken  up  in  thofe  weftern  parts  of  England  and  car- 
ried into  Falmouth  by  fome  of  the  rebels  fnips,  there 
to  tranfport  (as  it's  faid)  horfe  into  Ireland.  Albeit 
I  cannot  affirm  the  truth  of  this,  I  thought  it  not  a- 
mifs  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  with  it,  as  an  in- 
telligence of  importance,  if  true  \  whereof  I  prefume 
you  will  have  (if  it  be  fo)  more  particular  advice  from 
Scilly  or  from  fea. 

I  mall  (God  willing)  to-morrow  begin  my  jour- 
ney towards  Paris  to  do  my  duty  to  the  Queen 
there,  and  to  attend  his  Majefty's  coming  into 
France :  but  now  that  the  rebels  are  fo  ftrong  in 
ihipping  at  fea>  (having  now  about  50  fail,  with  the 
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ttn  fhips  that  came  lately  out  of  Port/mouth,  whereof  4-D- 1 649 
at  leaft  fix  are  of  the  firft  and  fecond  rank)  I  cannot 
conceive  it  counfellable  for  his  M  ajefty  as  yet  to  ad- 
venture to  go  for  Ireland :  and  I  am  advertifed  by 
very  good  hands,  that  his  Majefty  will  not  attempt 
to  go  thither,  unlefs  you  adviie  it.  There  have  no 
letters  come  from  you  to  the  King,  or  into  Holland^ 
fince  the  Lord  Byron's  arrival,  as  it's  written  from 
the  Low  Countries.  I  have  it  from  feveral  goods 
hands  from  England  and  elfewhere,  that  the  Eng- 
lifh  rebels  looking  upon  your  Excellency  and  Lord 
Inchiquin  ( but  chiefly  on  your  Lordfhip )  as  the 
greater!:  obftacles  which  hinder  their  being  as  abfo- 
lute  Conquerors  and  Sovereigns  in  Ireland,  as  they 
now  conceive  and  boaft  themfelves  to  be  in  England* 
have  hired  at  leaft  6  or  8  of  the  moft  defperate  villains 
of  their  own  faith  to  anaffinate  both  your  Lordfhips, 
but  your  Excellency  in  the  firft  place,  and  have  fet 
a  very  confiderable  reward  for  whofoever  mail  per- 
petrate that  damnable  act  on  your  Perfons.  I  hope 
fome  friend  of  at  leaft  one  of  your  Lordfhips  will 
from  England  give  you  notice  and  defcription  of 
fome  of  thofe  bloody  aflaffinates ;  and  if  it  fhall 
pleafe  God  that  you  mail  apprehend  but  one  of 
them,  I  hope  the  Council  there  will  then  exact  a 
full  difcovery  of  the  reft  of  the  complices  and  of 
their  devilifh  defign.  In  the  mean  time  I  humbly 
conjure  your  Lordfhips  to  take  timely  and  all  necef- 
fary  care  for  both  your  Lordfhips  fecurities,  where- 
by to  circumvent  fuch  horrid  and  hellifh  attempts, 
confidering  (befides  the  invaluable  lofs  of  your  per- 
fon)  the  irreparable  diffraction  of  all  the  King's  af- 
fairs now  under  your  fingle  care  and  conduct.  And 
I  confefs,  I  very  much  apprehend  that  the  deferved 
execution  of  that  bloody  villain  Doriflaus  may  in- 
cite thofe  rebels  the  fooner  to  attempt  fome  villany 
againft  your  perfon,  whom  they  value  no  other  than 
a  rebel  againft  their  rebellious  Republick,     I  befeech 

U  7t  your 
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A.D.i  649  your  Excellency  pardon  this  my  earned  importu- 
tunity  for  your  care  of  your  perfon,  which  I  pre- 
fume  to  do,  as  I  am  his  Majefty's  faithful  fervant, 
and  moft  paflionately  and  fincerely, 

Caen,  June  7,  My   Lord,   &C. 

1649. 

43°- 

P.  S.  I  hear  there  are  at  Rouen  a  brood  of  about 
nine  Capuchins  with  a  Provincial  of  that  Order 
and  a  Bifhop  of  Limerick  preparing  to  come  for 
Ireland,  being  thereto  authorized  by  the  Pope's 
efpecial  miflion,  and  that  they  intend  to  land  at 
Limerick  as  foon  as  they  can  get  paflage.  The 
Levellers  are  all  defeated  in  England.  The 
King  is  expected  at  Paris  about  ten  days  hence. 
It  was  one  Whitford  a  Scotch-man  that  killed 
Jjorijlaus,  but  others  of  his  country  were  prefent 
at  it.     He  is  now  fafe  in  Rrujjels* 


EXTRACT. 

Be  pleafed  to  decipher  this  yourfelf. 


s 


Hague,  May  T8T,  1649. 

I  N  C  E  I  writ  laft,  all  the  old  Counfellors  here 
were  fworn  ;  at  which  Mr.  Long  was  fo  difcon- 
tented,  that  he  procured  himfelf  to  be  fworn  the 
next  day  ;  which  I  believe  will  not  turn  to  his  ad- 
vantage, being  exprefly  told,  that  it  fignified  nothing 
to  any  place  ;  and  if  I  judge  aright,  the  King  thinks 
of  nothing  lefs  than  ufing  him  for  Secretary,  tho* 
he  hath  feemed  not  to  doubt  of  it.  Nay  I  hear 
and  really  believe,  he  is  as  odious  at  Paris  as  here  : 
indeed  he  is  a  ftrartge  man.  If  my  intelligence  be 
true,  Lord  Percy  hath  no  great  caufe  to  brag  of  his 

power 
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power  at  the  Louvre ',  and  I  am  fare  he  hath  few  AD.  1649 
friends  here. 

Paris ',  May  7,  1649. 

The  King  is  at  Compiegne,  and  the  Council,  (a« 
in  my  laffc )  at  the  fame  time  the  Court  removed 
came  hither,  where  to  welcome  the  Chancellor  and 
to  fecure  him  from  part  of  his  many  fears,  the  Bate- 
liers  were  folemnly  prefented  to  him  by  Monfieur 
de  Saintot  Matter  of  the  Ceremonies,  to  whom  the 
Chancellor,  after  he  had  heard  their  oration,  made 
his  fpeech  alfo  \  and  in  it  took  occafion  to  aflure 
them,  that  at  Court  there  was  no  defign  at  all  to 
poifon  the  Duke  of 'Beaufort ;  and  that  his  fkknefs 
which  the  world  reported  to  proceed  from  venom, 
was  but  a  cholick  after  an  over  heating  himfelf  at 
Tennis.  But  the  kind  Boatmen  not  fatisfied  with 
this,  went  themfelves  to  vifit  the  Duke,  and  ( not- 
withstanding what  the  Dude  de  Vendofme  could  do 
to  keep  them  from  troubling  his  fon )  prefTed  into 
his  chamber,  and  told  him,  that  if  any  thing  fell  out 
amifs  with  him  it  fhould  not  be  unrevenged :  and  of 
this  the  Council  was  fo  apprehenfive,  that  had  not 
the  Duke  of  Beaufort  fuddenly  recovered,  they 
were  refolved  inftantly  to  pack  away  with  all  fpeed. 
I  am  the  more  particular  in  this  relation  to  fhew  the 
manifefl  change  of  temper  and  conftitution  and  how 
fenfible  this  ( in  their  own  opinion  )  fo  robuftuous 
Monarchy  can  now  be  of  a  petty  fleabite.  And 
truly  till  they  make  peace  with  Spain,  every  little 
diforder  will  be  of  great  confequence,  for  the  king- 
dom is  much  unfettled. 

Bourdeaux  is  dill  in  arms,  and  in  Anjou,  fouraine 
and  Burgundy  the  King's  foldiers  fent  to  keep  the 
Provinces  in  awe  exercife  no  lefs  rapine  and  vio- 
lence than  a  foreign  enemy  •,  without  which  rigor 
no  money  to  pay  the  armies  will  be  drawn  from  the 
people  •,  upon  which  neceffity  of  making  peace,  the 
Cardinal  is  going  in  perfon  to  treat.     It  is  fpoken 

U3  0^ 


294         Original  Letters  and  Papers 

AD.  1649 of,  and  that  he  hath  been  heard  to  fay,  he  will  not 
return  without  an  Olive  Branch,  the  only  means 
now  left  him  to  fecure  the  kingdom,  and  to  ingratiate 
himfelf  with  the  people.  Their  affairs  abroad  alfo 
go  very  ill,  St  Venant  being  taken,  and  Tpres  given 
for  loft  ;  and  what  no  lefs  troubles  them  the  in-exe- 
cution  of  the  German  peace  is  like  to  recall  Erlacke 
into  the  Empire,  of  which  there  is  now  much  fpoke : 
nay  fome  are  confidently  of  opinion,  he  muft  re- 
turn to  fave  his  army  from  difbanding  ;  which  con- 
firming for  the  moft  part  of  Germans,  hath  a  natural 
averfion  from  being  employed  in  the  Flandrian  war. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde, 

May  it  pieafeyour  Excellency, 

I  Arrived  here  two  days  fince,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing received  from  England  the  advertifements  in- 
clofed  from  feveral  good  hands  ;  which  I  held  moft 
neceflary  to  haften  to  your  Excellency,  and  which 
I  humbly  wifh  may  be  fent  with  all  fpeed  to  P.  Ru- 
pert,  if  it  come  not  too  late  to  your  hands.  The 
King  was  to  come  from  Holland  the  TV  of  this  month 
to  Breda  and  thence  toBruffelsy  and  though  there  be 
yet  no  certainty  that  he  hath  begun  his  journey, 
yetjt's  fo  confidently  believed  that  he  held  his  day 
prefixed,  as  the  Lord  Jermyn  and  the  Lord  Percy 
went  yefterday  to  meet  him  at  Bruffels.  But  the 
Queen  tells  me,  it  will  be  15  days  before  his  Ma- 
jefty  comes  into  thefe  parts,  and  that  he  will  come 
to  St.  Gennains  and  not  hither. 

The  Levellers  are  quelled  in  England  for  the  pre- 
fent :  and  now  the  rebels  there  feem  to  prepare  to. 
fend  forces  (about  6  or  8 coo)  for  Ireland,  and  Crom- 
well gives  forth  he  will  go  with  them  •,  which  few 
believe,    It's  faid,  the  King  will  within  one  month 

or 
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or  two  after  his  coming  for  France,  though  with  ha-  A.D.  1649 
fcard,  adventure  to  go  for  Ireland  *,  fince  it  holds  for  ^W 
granted,  that  your  advice  is,  that  he  mould  haften 
thither. 

I  am  fo  newly  come  to  this  place,  as  I  have  not 
yet  had  any  time  to  inform  myfelf  of  any  thing 
here  of  importance  .and  certainty  worthy  your  Ex- 
cellency's knowledge :  but  I  perceive  there  is  very 
great  expectation  to  have  fome  letters  from  you  of 
the  prefent  {late  of  his  Majefty's  affairs  on  that  fide  5 
which  I  hope  you  have  fent,  or  will  haften  very 
fpeedily.  Since  the  (wearing  of  the  Councellors  in 
Holland,  there  hath  been  nothing  there  done,  but  ia 
order  to  get  money,  which  rifes  very  flowly,  and 
in  very  inconfiderable  funis  for  ought  I  hear.  If  I 
may  be  in  any  condition  or  capacity  to  ferve  your 
Excellency,  I  fhall  do  it  very  affectionately  and 
faithfully,  and  to  the  better  advantage,  if  I  may 
by  your  prudent  directions  know  how  to  apply  my 
endeavours  therein  •,  for  I  humbly  affure  you,  I 
am  very  heartily  and  entirely, 

My  Lord,  Sec. 

Paris,  June  j-9,   1649. 

430. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

SINCE  my  laft  I  have  had  the  honour  to  re« 
ceive  yours  of  May  24,  by  Mr.  Slingsby,  be- 
ing the  only  letter  I  have  had  from  you,  fince  my 
Lord  Byron  came  from  Ireland.  I  have  fully  ac- 
quainted his  Majefty  with  what  you  have  fo  particu- 
larly written  to  me  concerning  all  his  affairs  under 
your  oare,  and  find  him.  not  only  extremely  well 
fatisfied  with  what  you  have  done,  but  clearly 
of  opinion,  that  (next  under  God's  blelHng)  no- 
thing but  your  Excellency's  prudent  conduct  could 
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'.jf.D.i  649  ft)  long  and  fo  fuccefsfully  have  ftruggled  with  fo 
'many  and  fo  great  difficulties,  as  you  have  met  with 
on  all  hands  in  his  Majefty's  moft  important  bufi- 
nefies  on  that  fide.  I  find  his  Majefty  is  abfolutely 
refolved  to  go  for  Ireland^  as  foon  as  it  fhall  be  pof- 
fible  for  him  to  pafs  with  any  probable  fafety. 

I  have  not  only  fhewn  his  Majefty  what  you 
wrote  touching  the  two  alliances  with  Spain  or  Swe- 
den :  but  have  oft  had  fpeech  with  him  of  the  latter, 
and  find  him  very  much  of  your  mind,  that  Swe-r 
den  may  in  all  probability  be  the  moft  advantageous 
for  him,  as  things  now  ftand ;  whereof  peradven- 
ture  my  next  maty  tell  you  more.  Now  that  Lord 
Cottington  and  Sir  E.  Hyde  are  come  hither,  it's 
believed  his  Majefty  will  before  it  be  long  take  re- 
folution,  concerning  his  removal  hence,  and  in 
other  affairs  which  have  been  put  off  until  their 
coming.  But  the  fad  news  of  the  rebels  taking  Col. 
Will.  Leggy  and  Col.  Windham  gives  great  trouble 
to  all  here :  for  befides  the  lofs  of  thofe  honeft,  gal- 
lant men,  and  of  the  advertifements  expected  by 
them,  it  ftiews  the  paflage  into  Ireland  is  more  ha- 
zardous than  was  before  believed. 

The  King  fays,  he  will  not  in  France  make  any 
Officer  or  Councellpr ;  which  hath  fent  the  Earl  of 
Brijlol  and  Lord  Digby  hence  much  unfatisfied  :  but 
the  Lord  Hat  ton  and  myfelf  made  it  our  fuit  to  his 
Majefty  not  to  befworn  Councellors,  unlefs  he  would 
declare  in  what  places  we  fhould  ferve  him  •>  being 
not  ambitious  of  any  fiich  charge,  until  his  Majefty 
fhall  judge  us  fit  for  it.  If  I  am  not  much  deceiv- 
ed, the  Queen  will  not  have  fo  ruling  a  power  in 
the  King's  affairs  as  was  expected  by  fome  and  ima- 
gined by  all.  I  afliire  your  Excellency,  his  Maje- 
fty hath  a  very  good  infight  already  into  bufineffes, 
and  when  he  is  well  fettled  in  a  good  refolution,  is 
not  eafy  to  be  altered.  He  is  a  great  obferver  of 
thofe  that  are  real  in  his  employments,  and  though 
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he  ufe  gracioufly  all  men,  yet  he  makes  good  di-<^-l649 
ftinction  between  fuch  as  have  approved  themfelves 
perfectly  hearty  to  his  juft  caufe,   and  thofe  who 
have  been  half-hearted  or  neuters. 

It's  advifed,  that  there  are  other  Commiflioners 
coming  from  Scotland  to  the  King,  of  better  quality 
than  the  former ;  but  it's  believed  his  Majefty  will 
not  vary  from  the  effect  of  his  former  anfwer :  and 
truly  that  is  fo  large  in  the  point  concerning  the  Co- 
venant, as  it  unfatisfles  all  honefl  men  that  love  the 
difcipline  of  the  Church  of  England.  There  came 
hither  lately  from  Toughall  a  Frenchman  fent  by  P. 
Rupert  with  letters  to  the  King,  but  what  the  ef- 
fect of  them  is  I  hear  not.  The  King  will  have  lit- 
tle or  no  money  to  bring  with  him  to  Ireland ',  as 
thofe  that  beft  know  affure  me.  I  have  herein  fent 
you  an  extract  of  the  laft  news  we  have  here  re- 
ceived from  England :  but  I  doubt  fome  of  it  is  too 
good  to  be  true.  I  mail  now  add  no  more  to  your 
trouble,  but  to  affure  you  that  I  am  entirely,  &f c. 

St.Germains,  Aug,  7.  430 

1649,  N.  S.  ** 

Extratf  inclofed. 

"HAVE  fifted  a  great  Papift  to  know  how  the 
**-  fquares  went  between  them  and  Cromwell?  (be- 
caufe  I  found  the  bufinefs  (as  I  conceive)  afleep, 
at  leaft  for  the  prefent :)  his  anfwer  was  a  ftrong  af- 
furance  that  the  bufinefs  between  them  was  clearly 
broke  off*,  wherein  to  my  apprehenfion,  by  all  the 
circumftances  I  could  fifh  out  of  him,  he  hath  fpo- 
ken  near  upon  the  truth. 

Another  queftion  I  moved  concerning  Owen 
O  Neile?  how  the  cafe  flood  between  him  and  the 
Parliament ;  his  anfwer  was,  that  for  that  he  could 
not  fpeak  with  fo  much  confidence  to  it  as  to  the 
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J.D. 1 649 former;  but  he  had  it  from  a  good  author  (which 
after  he  named,  viz.  the  Lord  Brudenel)  that  that 
Gentleman  had  about  three  weeks  ago  written  a  letter 
to  Cromwell  to  thank  him  for  his  care  he  had  of  him, 
and  his  army,  in  paying  this  half  year :  but  he  defi- 
red  him  withal  to  confider,  that  his  promife  was  but 
conditional,  as  pre-fuppoftng  the  Pope's  approbation, 
which  he  could  never  obtain,  but  on  the  contrary 
had  received  a  peremptory  command  to  do  nothing 
prejudicial  to  the  Crown  of  England ;  and  upon  this 
(it  is  probable)  came  that  report  a  while  fince,  that 
O  Neile  was  joined  with  the  Marquefs  of  Ormonde. 

We  have  had  feveral  various  flying  reports  con- 
cerning a  Treaty  between  the  Earl  of  Derby  and 
Ireton  concerning  the  delivering  up  the  Ifle  of  Man. 
All  that  I  can  conclude  as  a  truth  from  what  I 
hear  is,  that  there  is  fuch  a  thing  on  foot  ;  it  was 
ftrongly  reported  on  Thurfday  laft,  the  bargain  was 
made,  and  livery  and  feiftn  given  and  taken  •,  but 
the  next  day  and  ever  fince  the  tide  hath  feemed 
to  be  turned;  and  fomething  there  is  which  they 
mutter,  but  will  not  fpeak  out,  concerning  Ireton's 
mifcarriage  in  that  bufinefs.  I  meet  with  feveral 
flying  reports  by  thofe  that  defire  it,  that  he  is  pri- 
foner  there,  taken  and  kept  by  the  Wanders,  upon 
the  fenfe  they  had  of  the  bufinefs  of  being  bought  and 
fold  ;  and  fome  fay  that  fome  of  his  forces  being 
landed  are  in  the  fame  condition  •,  but  this  latter  I 
fufpect,  how  true  foever  the  former  may  be.  All 
that  I  can  fay  is,  that  it  is  a  thing  much  defired  by 
Cromwell,  as  a  fecure  retreating  place  for  him  and 
his  creatures,  howfoever  the  wind  blows ;  and  while 
money  comes  in  fo  eafily  he  will  ftand  for  no  price. 
And  yet  the  150,000  /.  flicks  ftill  where  it  did,  the 
Citizens  are  very  hide  bound  and  yet  the  overture  of 
adjournment  is  laid  afide  for  the  prefent.  They 
are  ftill  at  a  ftand  about  re-admitting  the  excluded 
Members  and  reitoring  thofe  that  are  imprifoned 
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in  Windfor  caixle  ;  they  have  appointed  to-morrow  A.D.\6^ 
for  the  debate  of  that  which  they  can  rub  off  with 
pretence  of  other  bufinefs,  if  this  day's  poft  from 
France  does  not  give  them  fome  farther  light  into 
the  King's  refolutions  ;  for  I  am  ftill  of  opinion, 
that  is  the  card  they  fleer  this  action  by  ;  as  alfo 
their  new  expedition  which  ftands  as  it  did.  Crom- 
well is  ftill  at  Brijlol^  and  all  his  forces  all  along  the 
weftern  coaft,  but  in  no  likelihood  of  a  very  fpee- 
dy  tranfportation.  It  is  here  reported  that  Tredagb 
and  Dundalk  are  taken,  and  that  Dublin  is  block'd 
up  by  water  as  well  as  by  land. 

They  have  order'd  the  com  pleating  of  their  forces 
under  Fairfax  to  1200  in  every  foot  regiment,  and 
100  in  every  troop  of  horfe,  and  that  feven  regi- 
giments  more  mall  be  raifed  to  be  in  readinefs  as  au- 
xiliaries, but  to  have  no  pay  (at  lead  above  board) 
till  there  be  more  ufe  for  them. 

The  Scots  have  three  regiments  of  horfe  (in 
Englifh  nine  troops)  within  ten  miles  of  the  bor- 
ders. 

Lord  Jermyn  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

My  Lord, 

THERE  has  been  of  late  fo  few  occafions  of 
fending  to  your  Lordfhip,  and  fo  many  uncer- 
tainties in  the  King's  refolution,  that  I  have  had  no 
pleafure  in  writing  to  you.  I  prefume  this  will  come 
fafe  and  quick  to  you  ;  I  fhall  therefore  take  the  li- 
berty to  advertife  you  of  as  much  as  I  understand  of 
our  affairs,  ever  fince  your  Lordfhip  fent  my  Lord 
Byron  with  the  news  of  the  peace  and  even  before 
it.  It  has  L?en  the  Queen's  conftant  opinion,  that 
the  King  had  nothing  in  the  world  to  do  but  to 
haften  into  Ireland  with  all  poflible  diligence  :  and 
tc  that  end  did  both  before  my  Lord  Byron  arrived 
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jf.D>i649  and  ever  fince  prefs,  with  numerous  re-iterations  in  all 
4  her  difpatches,  his  fudden  parting.  The  firft  and  the 
heft  feafons  for  it  elapfed  upon  the  point  of  money  ; 
at  leait  that  was  the  reafon  was  fhewn  for  the  delay  : 
but  I  do  believe  the  hope  of  coming  to  fome  better  a- 
greement  with  Scotland  had  a  little  mare  therein  too. 
Both  thefe  together  did  prevail  until  the  latter  was 
grown  defperate:  and  then  there  did  appear  means 
of  removing  the  former  difficulties  ;  which  is  fome 
evidence,  that  they  all  had  not  been  fufficient  for  fo 
much  harm  and  hazard  as  the  affairs  here  have  been 
expofed  to  by  the  King's  flaying  fo  long  from  you. 

The  ground  upon  which  a  nearer-agreement  with 
Scotland  was  defpaired  of,  was  the  giving  Montrofe  a 
commiflion  of  Lieutenant-General  with  inftrudtions  to 
folicit  feveral  Princes  for  means  for  it,  and  being  fur- 
niihed  therewith  to  conftrain  Scotland  to  thofe  things 
in  our  behalf,  that  we  could  not  obtain  by  Treaty. 
Montrofe  is  gone  about  this  undertaking  with  great 
affumptions  of  being  in  eflate  to  make  an  attempt 
fuddenly  upon  Scotland :  but  I  am  fully  perfuaded 
that  he  will  not  be  able  to  put  himfelf  into  a  condi- 
tion foritfo  foon,  if  ever,  as  he  is  willing  to  fay  he 
fhall.  There  was  much  divifion  amongft  thofe  that 
ferved  the  King  at  the  Hague  about  thefe  things. 
Thofe  that  defired  the  conjunction  with  the  Scots 
were  willing  to  fee  the  King's  parting  for  Ireland  re- 
tarded, as  that  which  kept  alive  the  hope  of  it ;  and 
thofe  that  defired  the  going  to  Ireland  did  never 
think  themfelves  fecure  enough,  until  the  agreement 
with  the  Scots  by  fome  unufuai  way  of  proceeding 
with  them  were  rendered  totally  defperate :  and  fure 
they  were  both  equally  in  the  wrong,  for  the  firft 
ought  to  have  fought  the  conjunction  with  Scotland 
by  hardening  into  Ireland,  and  the  others,  fecured 
of  that  point,  mould  have  made  it  their  whole  work 
to  have  difpofed  the  minds  of  the  Scots  fo  to  that 
eounfel,  as  when  the  King  mould  have  been  in  Ire* 
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land,  there  might  have  been  no  'impediment  inter-^-^-*  649 
pofed  from  us   againft  the   drawing  the  Scots  into l 
our  party,  if  they  be  capable  of  entering  into  it  up- 
on  fuch  fatisfactions  as  we  are  capable  of  giving 
them. 

In  the  time  of  the  King's  flay  at  the  Hague  de- 
layed from  day  to  day  and  week  to  week  upon  the 
point  of  want  of  money,  thefe  inconveniences  grew, 
and  it  was  not  poftible  for  the  Queen  to  help  them  ; 
although  (as  I  obferved  to  your  Lordmip  in  the 
beginning)  fhe  did  prefs  enough  his  parting,  which 
had  been,  if  hearkened  unto,  a   fufficient  remedy. 
The  King  is  now  at  length  come  thus  far  :  when  he 
parted,  he  had  no  thought  of  flaying  thus  long, 
but  did  believe  his  mips  would  have  been  fooner 
ready,  and  if  they  had  been  fo,  would   have  the 
way  of  the  Northern  pafTage,  and  fo  have  gone  a- 
bout  the  Scotch  Iflands  and  North  of  Ireland,  and 
have  endeavoured  to  land  in  fome  of  the  Weftern 
ports.     The  feafon  being  now  pah:  for  that  courfe, 
the  mifts  and  great  winds  and  long  nights  being  too 
near,  he  muft  refolve  upon  the   Southern  pafTage  : 
and  as  in  regard  to  the  fafety  of  his  getting  to  you, 
he  muft  in  the   firft  refolution  have  taken  care  to 
have  miffed  the  winter  *,  fo  in  this  the  winter  or  the 
beginning  of  it  feems  to  be  his  greateft  fecurity  ;  for 
the  Parliament   fhips  muft  retire,  and  belides,  the 
long  nights  and  ftirT  winds  are  as  much  to  be  defired 
this  way,  as  they  were  to  be  feared  the  other.    He 
expects  news  that  his  fhips  will  be  ready  in  Holland 
within  thefe  ttn  days,  to  be  then  fent  to  any  port  he 
mail  refolve  to  embark  at.  From  that  time  they  may 
be  fuddenly  after,  where  they  fhall  be  appointed  to 
come  •,  but  that  is  not  yet  fixed  on :  but  'tis  like  to 
be  either  Port-Louis,  or  Breft,  Rochelle,  or  Bayone  \ 
perhaps  fome  other  •,  but  if  any  other,  it  will  occa- 
fion  but  little  difference  in  the  matter.     Where  the 
King  will  alfo  wear  out  the  time  that  he  ought  now 
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A.T>.\&4$  to  ftay,  before  that  in  which  it  will  be  fittefl:  for  him 
l*/"V"^  to  embark,  is  alfo  a  point  unrefolved :  but  is  not 
neither  of  any  confequence  for  you  to  be  informed 
of.  It  does  fuffice  that  you  know  that  he  will  have 
(hips  ready,  likely  at  one  of  the  ports  I  have  nam- 
ed, and  that  about  a  month,  5  or  6  weeks  hence, 
he  will  embark  himfelf  to  come  to  you  :  and  this  is 
the  pofitive  conclufion  which  I  can  forefee  nothing 
likely  to  alter  in  any  circumftance  of  moment. 

The  (late  of  his  bufinefs  here  in  general  is  this ; 
that  unlefs  there  happens  there  a  conjunction  of 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  important  divifions  in 
England,  or  means  to  raife  a  great  foreign  force,  he 
is  not  like  to  be  in  a  condition  to  make  any  confide- 
rable  attempt  upon  England :  fo  that  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  that  which  he  hath  to  do  feems  to  be  to  bring 
oneofthofe  three  into  the  cafe,  without  which  he 
cannot  be  fit  for  it ;  and  in  the  mean  fpace,  as  that 
which  is  the  only  thing  in  the  world  in  order  pre- 
sently thereunto,  to  labour  the  fettlement  of  Ireland 
by  all  imaginable  means  and  induftry.  I  conceive 
it  is  the  bufinefs  of  his  prefent  confultations,  to  con- 
sider before  he  moves  what  is  to  be  done  towards 
the  uniting  of  Scotland,  fomenting  the  inclinations 
of  dividing  in  England  and  the  getting  of  a  foreign 
force.  By  my  next  I  mall  perhaps  be  able  to  telL 
you  the  particular  refolutions.  His  laft  anfwer  to 
Scotland  did  prornife  a  meflenger  of  his  own  to  be 
itnt  to  them,  by  whom  they  mould  understand 
more  of  his  intentions  than  he  could  then  declare  ; 
but  whether  this  melTenger  will  be  difpatched  from 
hence  or  kept  till  he  be  in  Ireland,  who  it  mail  be, 
or  how  inftructed,  is  not  yet  at  all  determined.  All 
the  parts  of  the  matter  admit  difficulties,  even  who 
is  to  be  chofen,  when  fent,  and  with  what,  and 
another  as  difficult  as  any  of  the  reft,  to  whom  ; 
the  point  of  avowing  them  to  be  a  Parliament,  de- 
claring them  to  be  none,  or  a  middle  way  being  in 
queftion.  The 


from  the  Year  1641  to  1660.        303 

The  laft  thing,  "by  whofe  hands  and  advice  the  A.D.\6^ 
King  will  refolve  to  manage  his  affairs,  is  as  of  the  ^-OT^ 
greateft  moment  of  all,  fo  of  the  greateft  difficulty : 
and  your  Lordfhip  may  conceive,  fince  fome  reso- 
lutions are  wanting  in  other  matters,  the  reafon  moft 
like  to  be  of  fuch  delay  in  a  feafon,    wherein  it  is 
more  neceffary  to  conclude  ill  than  debate,  is  that 
all  thofe  perfons  are  not  yet  fixed  upon.     As  much 
as  I  know  concerning  it  I  will  tell  your  Lordfhip ; 
by  which  you  may  perhaps  make  fome  near  guefs 
what  is  like  to  be  the  laft  refolution.     As  yet  the 
King  hath  no Counfellors  but  thofe  fworn  in  Holland^ 
namely  Lord  Lane,  Lord  Coitington,  Lord  Brain- 
ford,  Lord  Hop  on,  Lord  Colepepper,  Sir  E.  Hydey 
and  Mr.  Long.     He  hath  been  moved  by  the  Queen 
fince  his  being  here  to  add  to  that  number  all  thofe 
at  prefent  here,  that  were  of  his  father's  Council,  as 
Briftol,    Lord  Dig  by,    Lord  Hat  ton,   and  Sir  E. 
Nicholas.     The  King's  anfwer  to  that  was,  that  he 
had  taken  a  refolution  of  fufpending  their  admit- 
tance till  he  mould  be  in  Ireland  ;  but  that  there  he 
would  do  it.     The  Queen  was  much  furprized  with 
this  anfwer,  and  making  it  known  to  Lord  Digby, 
he  fpoke  with  the  King  in  the  particular  of  the  o- 
thers  and  himfelf :  but  did  obtain  no  alteration,  and 
the  matter  ftands  fo  yet  -,  but  I  do  find  there  is  an 
intention  to  try  again  the  King's  mind,  and  perhaps 
that  he  may  alter  in.     I  cannot  fay  afiuredly  he  will 
or  will  not,  nor  till  then,  how  thofe  perfons  are  like 
todifpofeof  themfelves.  TheKing'srefufing  to  fwear 
Lord  Digby  a  Counfellor  hath  fufpended  hitherto 
all  other  attempts  for  the  fettling  him  in  his  place, 
but  thofe  of  keeping  it  void  for  him  ;    which   have 
been  and  will  be  effectual,  unlefs  he  mould  confent 
himfelf  to  have  one  made  ;  which  I    think  he  will 
not.     Mr.  Long  will  undoubtedly  remain  for  one, 
and  it  will  be  the  Queen's  labour  to  get  Lord  ~Di?by 
to  be  the  other  \  and  from  that  engagement  nothing 
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■d.D.1649  WJU  be  able  to  loofen  her,  but  Lord  Digby's  own  de- 
*"*M**J  fire.  In  the  event  if  any  thing  fhould  happen  that 
fhould  beget  in  Lord  Digby  any  fuch  defire,  which  I 
cannot  forefee,  her  next  thought  would  undoubted- 
ly fall  upon  Sir  E.  Nicholas.  Touching  other 
places,  the  King  is  not  (I  think)  without  fome  fe- 
cret  engagements  :  but  profefles  he  is  referved  and 
will  be  fo,  till  a  further  view  into  his  affairs  render 
him  more  capable  of  making  the  beft  choice  in  thofe 
of  the  greateft  importance. 

For  the  refolutions  which  all  the  feveral  perfons 
of  note  will  take,  all  the  light  I  have  yet  is  this 
which  I  fhall  now  give  you  in  this  particular.  The 
Lord  Digby  will  (I  believe)  govern  his  refolutions 
by  thofe  the  King  fhall  take  in  his  fatisfa&ion  touch- 
ing his  place.  Lord  Colepepper  does  not  yet  declare 
what  he  will  do;  but  I  think  he  will  attend  the 
King :  and  truly,  my  Lord,  we  do  hope  here  that 
he  will  be  ufeful  to  your  fervice  there.  Lord  Cot- 
tington  and  Sir  E.  Hyde  purfue  their  Spanifh  voyage. 
Lord  Hopton^  I  think,  will  go  with  the  King.  Lord 
Briftol  will  not,  nor  Lord  Hat  ton.  What  Sir  E.  Ni- 
cholas alfo  will  do,  will  depend  upon  the  refolution  in 
the  matter  of  his  place :  Mr.  Long  will  come  to  you 
in  the  full  excrcife  of  his.  Lord  Percy  does  not  yet 
declare  what  he  will  do  in  the  point  of  going,  nor 
Lord  Brainford.  Lord  Wilmot  will  undoubtedly 
go,  and  with  a  mind  prepared  to  be  directed  by 
your  advice  in  all  things:  and  will  be  one  of  thole 
that  I  prefume  your  Lordfhip  will  have  moft  incli- 
nation to  have  confidence  in.  He  has  ever  fince  he 
parted  from  the  Queen  governed  himfelf  accord- 
ing to  the  fame  rules  you  faw  him  hold  at  St.  Ger- 
mains  when  the  King  went  away.  Lord  Gerard^ 
Lord  Cleveland,  and  Lord  Wentworth  will  certain- 
ly attend  the  King.  I  fhall  (for  I  think  it  neceflary 
to  give  you  fome  account  of  myfelf,  though  not  in 
the  number  of  thofe  I  took  to  be  of  note)  ftay  here 
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with  fome  directions  from  the  King  to  look  after  A.D.i  649 
that  which  will  pertain  to  his  foreign  affairs  ;  which 
for  the  prefent  fignifies  nothing,  but  in  cafe  the 
peace  fliall  be  made  would  be  perhaps  his  nrft  con" 
cernment.  The  prefent  {late  of  the  peace  you  fliall 
find  in  the  inclofed  paper.  Lord- Keeper,  I  think, 
will  go  into  Ireland. 

Among  all  thefe  perfons,  thofe  which  are  ufed  in 
that  which  hath  yet  been  done  are  Lord  Cottinglon^ 
Lord  Colepepper,  Sir  E.  Hyde  and  Mr.  Long9  as 
thofe  which  with  fome  more  care  than  others  look 
after  the  bufinefs.  Lord  Digby,  when  he  Was  here, 
was  trufted  with  all  things.  What  new,  or  whe- 
ther any,  will  be  added  before  the  King  go,  I  do 
not  perfectly  know  *,  only  this  I  do,  that  if  there  be 
any,  they  will  have  all  fuch  orders  touching  you, 
as  you  will  have  no  difficulty  in  doing  all  the  things 
of  your  own  fenfe,  and  will  have  very  good  ufe  of 
their  fervices.  The  Queen's  defire  is  that  your  au- 
thority in  the  affairs,  and  intereft  and  confidence  in 
the  King  fhould  be  as  ample  and  entire,  as  they  are 
neceffary.  She  is  infinitely  defirous,  the  intelli- 
gence betv/een  P.  Rupert  and  you  mould  be  preferv* 
ed  with  the  greatefl  care,  and  will,  when  me  mall 
vfee  farther  into  the  laft  refolutions  for  all  the  perfons 
that  go,  inftruct  fome  one  moil:  fit  for  that  truft  to 
communicate  more  particularly  to  you  all  that  may 
pertain  to  that  matter,  than  can  well  be  done  by 
letters. 

If  the  meflenger  did  allow  me  more  time,  I  mould 
not  yet  give  over  ;  though  I  think  it  feldom  falls 
out,  that  any  man  writes  fo  many  words  that  figni- 
fy  fo  little.  At  leaf!  they  will  fignify  this  to  you, 
that  really  we  are  no  farther  advanced  than  th;s  a- 
mounts  to,  in  all  the  things  I  write  of.  This  meflen- 
ger carries  a  duplicate  of  a  difpatch  to  you,  that  I 
take  to  be  of  too  much  moment  to  ftay  him  a  mo- 
ment for  any  thing  I  can  now  add.     Wifhing  your 

Vol.  I.  X  Lord- 
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^.D.i649Lordfhip  therefore  all  happinefs,  I  remain  in  the 
unalterable  truth  and  zeal  I  have  vowed  to  your 
fervice, 

My  Lord,  &c. 

St.  Ger mains y  Aug.  io, 

l649-  H.  Jermyk, 

P.  S.  I  omitted  to  tell  you,  that  a  ftrong  inclina- 
tion of  the  Queen  of  retiring  into  the  Carme- 
lites,  and  confequently  having  no  more  to  do  in 
the  King's  bufinefs  (which  by  the  way  I  muft 
obferve  to  you  has  been  occafioned  by  the  great 
opprefiion  cf  grief  flnce  the  King's  death)  has 
been  one  of  the  reafons  fo  much  time  hath  been 
loft,  as  feems  to  be,  in  coming  to  fuch  refolutions 
as  the  prefent  condition  of  things  admits  of  ta- 
king. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

I  befeech  you  to  decypher  this  y our f elf, 

THere  is  here  at  this  inftant,  whether  the  Lord  Jer- 
myn  and  his  faction ,  or  Tbo.  Elliot  and  Sir  Edw. 
Herbert  (who  are  of  P.  Rupert's  party)  mall  have  the 
chief  intereft  in  the  management  of  the  King's  affairs. 
The  firft  by  the  advantages  of  this  place  have  yet 
the  better  of  it :  but  it  is  believed  when  the  King 
goes  hence  (efpecially  if  he  go  not  for  Jerfey)  that 
the  other  party  will  get  the  helm  into  their  hands. 
In  the  mean  time  nothing  is  fettled  or  acted  by  fad 
and  ferious  counfel,  but  by  catches  and  on  occafion, 
to  the  heart-breaking  of  all  knowing  men  that  are 
faithful  to  the  King. 

I  am  now  told  as  a  fecret,  that  there  is  a  letter 
now  delivered  to  the  King  from  the  Queen  of  Swe- 
den,  acquainting  his  Majefty  that  the   Scots  have 
preffed  her  to  intercede  for  them  to  his  Majefty  ; 
4  which 
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which  fhe  hath  abfolutely  refufed  to  do,  faying,  fhe  ^-£>- 1649 
will  not  interpofe  between  his  Majefty  and  his  fub-  ^VXJ 
jects.  She  hath  further  allured  the  King,  that  fhe 
will  join  with  any  Prince  in  aflifting  hirn  to  recover 
his  Crowns  andjuft  Rights,  butadvifeth  his  Majefty 
to  forbear  as  yet  to  fend  any  extraordinary  Embafla- 
dor  to  her  for  fome  weighty  reafons.  Thefe  things 
I  befeech  you  to  keep  to  your  felf. 

St.  Germains,  Sept.  4, 
1649.  N.  S. 

Letter  to  the  M.  of  Clanrlcarde. 

My  mqft  honourable  good  Lord^ 

*Tp  H  E  S  E  are  to  prefent  my  humble  fervice  and 
-**    to  affaire  your  Lordfhip  of  my  hearty  and  con- 
ft  ant  wifhes  for  your  happy  fuccefs  in  all  your  affairs, 
and  if  the  fins  of  that  kingdom  be  not  greater  than 
the  offences  of  thofe  who  have  murtheredour  King 
and  ruined  this  nation,  I  doubt  not  but  to  fee  your 
Lordfhip  and  his  Majefty's  friends  there  fortunate 
and  glorious  in  the  clofe  of  your  labours.      In  the 
mean  time  both  I  and  many  others  are  much  dis- 
couraged with  the  proceedings  at  St.  Germains,  where 
our  King  hath  declared  for  the  Prefbyterian   party 
and  figned  the  Scotch  Articles  :  the  State  of  France 
hath  ever  run  with  that  faction,  and  our  Queen  with 
the  State  of  France.     In  my  judgment,    if  his  Ma- 
jefty fhall  totally  rely  on  the  Prefbyterian  party,  ex- 
cluding his  friends  of  that  Kingdom,  he  will  never 
recover  his  crown  here.     The  defeat  given  to  a  part 
of  the  Marquefs  of  Ormonde's  army  before  Dublin  ^ 
Aug.  2d,  hath  furnifhed  his  enemies  with  arguments 
to  leffen  his  worth  in  the  eye  of  his  Majefty,  who 
had  harboured  a  great  opinion  of  his  abilities  and 
loyalty  :  but  our  fins  are  not  as  yet  expiated,   and 
the  prefent  carriage  of  affairs  is  only  a  preparation 

X  2  for 
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A  D.  1 649  for  greater  diforders  than  perhaps  have  been  fee*n 
^"V"^  fincethe  beginning  of  our  unhappy  troubles.  Howfo- 
ever,  I  do  continue  in  my  former  opinion,  that  this 
Kingdom  is  not  to  receive  wifhed  comfort,  but  by 
the  way  and  help  of  Ireland:  yet  mod  here  are  of 
opinion  that  Lieutenant-General  Cromwell  will  ab- 
folutely  fubdue  and  conquer  that  nation,  and  I  do 
confefs  that  he  hath  ufed  more  human  prudence  and 
policy  for  that  purpofe  than  ever  was  practifed  by 
any  conqueror  whatfoever ;  for  I  do  afTure  your 
Lordfhipthat  he  had  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
fterling  to  make  his  pre  virions,  and  he  carried  with 
him  of  meal,  flower,  rice,  all  forts  of  fpices,  butter, 
cheefe,  malt  (befides  a  great  quantity  of  bifket,) 
fufficient  for  one  half  year ;  moreover  arms  and  am- 
munition in  a  great  abundance,  and  choice  men  for 
his  army. 

His  defign  is  to  engage  the  Marquefs  of 'Ormonde 
in  a  fight,  and  that  as  fuddenly  as  he  can  •,  Scipio  the 
African  wifely  fubdued  his  potent  enemy,  and  pre- 
ferved  his  country,  by  waving  and  evading  all  en- 
gagements. 

Prefent  my  humble  fervice  to  my  Lord  Marquefs 
of  Ormonde  1  and  tell  him  from  me,  that  if  he  put 
Monarchy  before  his  eyes  in  the  firft  place,  andpromife 
to  God  to  maintain  and  make  good  his  engagements 
made  to  Catholicks,  he  will  be  fortunate  in  all  his 
enterprizes,  and  glorioufly  victorious  in  fpight  of 
all  his  enemies.  Unfeignedly  I  do  extreamly  love 
that  nation,  honour  his  Excellency,  your  Lordfhip, 
my  Lord  Caftlehaven,  Lord  Alu  skerry,  Lord  Taaffe, 
the  noble  Sir  William  Hawken,  dear  Sir  Robert  Tal- 
boty  and  I  do  ftill  fight  and  fuffer  for  my  friends 
there:  my  humble  fervice  to  my  Lady  Marquefs, 
Sir  Richard  Blake,  and  Mr.  Shirlly.  Sir  John  Win- 
ter is  committed  to  the  Tov/er,  Mr.  Montague  per- 
petually banilhed,  as  alfo  Sir  Kenelm  Digby.  This  is 
done  by  the  Prefbyterian  party  that  does  now  be- 
gin 


from  the  Year  1641  to  1660.  309 

gin  to  mew  more  courage  and  confidence  in  the  car- A.D.id^ 
riage  of  affairs  fince  Cromwell's  departure.  Sir  Ke- 
nelm  courted  ftrangely  the  Independent  party  at  his 
arrival  here,  and  did  negotiate  with  them  when  he 
was  at  Paris.  My  fervice  alfo  to  honourable  Mr. 
Edmund  Butler  \  but  in  the  firft  place  to  my  Lady 
Thurles,  and  to  noble  Mr.  Richard  Butler ;  my 
Lady  your  fweet  worthy  fifter  is  well ;  but  both  me 
and  her  Marquefs  are  folicitous  for  you. 


Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

SINCE  my  former  difpatch,  I  have  with  as 
much  diligence  and  induftry  as  I  have  been  able 
enquired  after  the  packet  of  letters  fent  me  by  Mr. 
Talbot ,  and  mentioned  in  your  Excellency's  letters 
of  July  1 6,  but  cannot  recover  it :  and  though  he 
would  excufe  himfelf  in  it,  and  peradventure  he 
mifdelivered  the  fame  without  any  ill  intention,  yet 
I  may  not  but  blame  at  lead  his  carelefThefs  in  the 
delivery  of  them.  But  I  underftand  it  is  a  very  or- 
dinary practice  with  fome  here  to  intercept  letters, 
whereby  to  difcover  men's  affections  and  corref- 
pondencies, which  is  a  villainy  of  fo  ill  confequence  as 
the  King's  fervice  mufl  needs  fuffer  very  much  by  it. 
I  pray  therefore  be  pleafed  henceforth  to  command 
that  fuch  letters  as  you  mail  honour  me  with  may 
by  the  meffenger  be  delivered  to  my  own  hand,  or 
to  Lord  Byron  for  me,  if  I  mould  be  abfent. 

There  hath  been  here  very  much  care  taken  to 
haften  the  paffing  of  the  grant  of  the  Office  of  Lord 
Admiral  of  England  to  the  Duke  of  Tbrk,  which  is 
now  fealed.  I  confefs  I  cannot  penetrate  the  reafon 
why  fo  much  expedition  was  ufed  in  it :  but  they 
tell  me  the  palling  of  it  now  fhall  not  prejudice  or 

X  3  weaken 
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J.D.  1 649  weaken  the  authority  or  commhTions  given  to  Prince 
Rupert  or  you  for  maritime  affairs.  The  young 
Earl  of  Barrimcre  is  very  lately  married  here  to 
Mrs.  K'lkgrcw  the  maid  of  Honour,  which  match 
is  find  to  be  made  by  the  felicitation  and  contrivance 
of  Mr.  Boyle )  or  rather  of  his  wife  and  others  of  her 
kindred,  againft  the  King  and  Queen's  will  and 
endeavours. 

I  befeech  your  Excellency  to  fend  to  the  King 
frequent  advertifements  of  the  condition  and  ftate 
of  his  affairs  under  your  charge  and  care  ;  for  there- 
on all  his  refolutions  and   councils  are  now  to  be 
grounded.     It's  believed  that  neither  Lord  Jermyn 
nor  Lord  Colepepper  go  with  the  King  to  Jerfey ; 
whither   his  Majefty   intends  ( as    it's  now   faid ) 
to  begin  his  journey  on  Tuefday  next.     I  have  here- 
in now  fent  your  Excellency  a  duplicate  of  part   of 
my  former  difpatch  to  you.     It  was  lately  advertifed 
that  the  Earl  of  Lothian  and  other  Scotch  Commif- 
fioners  (  of  better  quality,  though  for  ought  I  hear 
of  no  better  conditions  or  affections  than  the  former 
fent  into  Holland )  were  preparing  to  be  fent  to  his 
Majefly  from  Scotland  into  France  with  new  propo- 
fitions  ;  but  to  what  effecl:  I  have  not  heard,  though 
I  believe  they  were  to  be  much  after  the  fame  terms 
as  the  former  were.     But  the  laft  prints  tell  us,  that 
the  Scots  will  now  fend  only  an  Envoy  with  a  letter 
to  the  King  and  no  more  ;  which  I  conceive  to  be 
never  the  worfe.     The  King  is  in  great  expectation 
and  longing  to  hear  from  you.      God    profper  all 
your  noble  and  loyal  defigns  and  enterprizes.     So 
prays,  &c. 

St.  Germains^  Sept.  1 1,  430. 

1649.    N.  S. 


s 


7"  befeech  your  Excellency  to  decypher  this  yourfelf. 

I  N  C  E  mine  of  the  4th  prefent,  Sir  W.  Balla- 

dine  (who  was  by  the  Earl  of  Brainford  left  in 

Sweden 


from  the  Year  1641  to  1660.  311 

Sweden  in  the  nature  of  an  Agent  for  our  King)  hav-  AD.164.9 
ing  prefented  letters  from  that  Queen  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  whereby  fhe  defires  the  King  to  give  credit 
to  what  Sir  IV.  Balladine  mould  fay  from  her,  he 
hath  told  her  Majefty  that  the  Queen  of  Sweden  de- 
fires  him  to  forbear  to  fend  any  perfon  extraordinary 
to  her  this  year;  becaufe.fhe  is  yet  but  regina  deftg- 
nata,  and  not  coronata.  Whereupon  the  Lord 
Hatton  ( who  is  designed  fingly  for  that  EmbafTy  ) 
his  going  is  deferred  for  fome  time,  and  an  exprefs 
is  preparing  to  be  fent  to  that  Queen  to  give  her 
thanks  for  the  great  refentment  me  hath  of  the 
King's  fad  condition,  and  the  princely  expreilions 
and  offers  fae  hath  made  for  his  affiftance. 

Our  King's  want  of  money  is  very  great,  and  for 
ought  I  can  difcern,  there  is  little  or  no  hope  for 
him  to  be  fupplied  but  from  Spain  or  Sweden.  The 
French,  if  they  had  any  affections  or  intentions,  are 
drawn  fo  very  low  by  war,  and  the  people  in  France 
are  fo  much  impoverifhed  by  exceffive  taxes,  as  the 
Crown  labours  with  great  difficulties  and  artifices  to 
fupport  it  felf  at  prefent.  I  have  been  near  thefe 
three  months  continued  at  a  very  e'xpenceful  atten- 
dance, and  the  King  neither  employs  me  nor  will 
give  me  leave  to  retire  to  my  Station  at  Caen, 
where  I  might  live  at  a  lefs  charge  -,  but  now  he  tells 
me,  I  mall  within  a  few  days  have  his  final  anfwer  : 
and  fome  tell  me  that  he  intends  when  he  goes 
hence,  ( for  he  holds  himfelf  conftant  to  his  firft  re- 
folution  not  to  declare  any  officer  whilft  he  mall  be 
here)  to  let  me  know  his  pleafure  wherein  he  will 
ufe  my  ferviee.  The  Lord  Colepepper  is  preparing  to 
go  Embaflador  to  Rujfia  from  his  Majefty,  to  fee  if 
he  can  procure  the  payment  of  a  confiderable  fum 
of  money  lent  long  fince  to  that  Emperor  by  the 
King's  Grandfather  and  his  procurement.  I  hear 
the  King  takes  very  well  your  Excellency's  care  of 
him  expreffed  in  your  laft  difpatch,  whereby  you 
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'^•/).i649advife  him  not  to  make  fo  much  hafte  into  Ireland  : 
but  he  faith,  it  fo  much  concerns  his  honour  to  put 
himfelf  into  action,  as  he  is  refolved  to  haften  to 
you  as  foon  as  he  can  poffibly  get  into  any  place  to 
land,  that  he  may  once  be  amongft  his  own  people. 
The  King  gives  little  credit  to  the  ill  reports  fent 
hither  from  England  of  the  late  pretended  defeat 
given  before  Dublin  :  but  fufpends  his  belief  in 
that  bufinefs  till  he  fhall  hear  thereof  from  your  Ex- 
cellency. I  befeech  your  Lordfhip,  when  his  Ma- 
jeft  fhall  be  with  you  there,  not  to  fpare  to  tell  him 
home  the  truth  of  his  fad  condition,  and  to  advife 
him  in  plain  terms  what  is  requifite  for  him  to  do  in 
order  to  his  great  affairs,  without  relation  to  any 
perfons  whatfoever.  For  his  bufinefs  and  condition 
is  fuch,  and  of  fo  vaft  and  publick  concernment,  as 
will  bear  no  compliment  or  compliances  with  any. 
Pardon  this  boldnefs,  I  befeech  you,  fince  it  pro- 
ceeds from  a  faithful  heart,  which  is  really  yours. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

C  I  N  C  E  my  former  to  your  Lordfhip,  the  King 
^  hath  commanded  me  to  wait  on  him  at  Jerfey, 
where  (he  fays)  he  intends  to  make  ufe  of  my  fer- 
vice,  fo  as  your  difpatches  will  affuredly  find  me 
henceforth  conftantly  with  his  Majefty.  I  have  not 
hitherto  been  employed  in  or  made  acquainted  with 
any  of  his  Majefty's  bufinefs,  which,  forafmuch  as  I 
can  learn  by  my  beft  enquiry,  have  not  been  ma- 
naged hitherto  with  fuch  advantage  as  I  wifh,  or  as 
I  fuppofe  they  might  have  been,  in  relation  to  what 
is  under  your  Excellency's  charge  y  but  I  fhall  not 
fpeak  thereof  any  more  till  I  mall  be  admitted  to 
Council,  and  be  more  exactly  informed  what  hath 
been  tranfacted,  However  I  befeech  your  Excel- 
lency 
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lency  to  favour  me  with  fome  directions  from  your  A. 0.164-9 
own  pen,  how  I  may  with  the  King  employ  my*  ~ 
endeavours  with  moft  advantage  to  his  Majefty's  af- 
fairs under  your  care  ;  which  in  my  judgment  are 
of  moft  concernment  and  beft  hopes  of  any  thing 
now  in  view  or  under  confideration.  The  King's 
wants  here  are  incredible,  having  fcarce  wherewith 
to  feed  himfelf  and  thofe  few  whereto  he  hath  re- 
duced his  family,  and  there  is  not  here  much  care 
taken  to  fupply  his  neceffitous  condition. 

The  Lord  Cottington  and  Sir  E.  Hyde  are  now 
preparing  to  be  inftantly  gone  on  their  Embafly  for 
Spain  1  as  the  Lord  Colepepper  is  alfo  for  Ruffia,  and 
the  Lord  Jermyn  for  Holland ;  this  laft  for  Holland 
on  pretence  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  King's  jewels ;  but 
fome  whifper  it  is  chiefly  with  delign  to  confer  with 
fome  of  the  Prefbyterian  faction.  The  Lord  Percy 
was  lately  by  the  King's  command  confined  for  three 
days  to  his  chamber  for  infolent  words  fpoken  to 
his  Majefty  before  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  but 
on  his  fubmiflion,  he  is  now  at  liberty,  and  as  bufy 
in  the  King's  ear  for  the  Prefbyterian  faction  as  e- 
ver.  Prince  Edward  and  the  Duke  of  Buckingham 
had  yefterday  the  Garter  given  them  by  the  King. 
I  befeech  you  be  pleafed  to  write  freely  to  me  your 
advices  concerning  his  Majefty's  bufinefs,and  in  what 
condition  his  Majefty's  affairs  are  at  prefent :  for  we 
hear  nothing  here  but  what  the  prints  or  difafFected 
letters  bring  from  England.  I  (hall  add  no  more 
but  my  redoubling  my  humble  requeft  to  hear  fre- 
quently from  your  Excellency,  and  that  you  will 
keep  in  your  noble  efteem, 

Sep*.  44,  j  649,  My  Lord,  &c 

43°- 


Sir 
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AD,  1649 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  ^Ormonde.1 

May  it  pie  afe  your  Excellency \ 

I  Have  now  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  Excel- 
lency's of  Aug.  8,  together  with  the  cypher  you 
fent  in  it,  whereof  I  fhali  now  and  hereafter  make 
ufe,  untill  I  mail  know  that  you  have  received  one 
that  is  larger,  which  your  noble  Lady  fent  you. 
Conceiving  that  you  may  fince  the  lofs  of  your  cy- 
pher have  received  fome  letters  from  me  written  in 
that  you  formerly  had  with  me,  I  thought  good 
herewith  to  fend  the  old  cypher  that  you  might 
make  ufe  of  it  only  for  reading  fuch  letters  as  you 
may  have  lately  received  from  me ;  which  being 
done,  I  pray  burn  it. 

The  King  is  now  at  Jerfey^  expecting  fome  great 
advice  from  your  Excellency  touching  his  flay  there 
or  going  for  Ireland,  I  am  refolvedrin  obedience  to 
his  Majefty's  command  to  follow  him,  being  thus 
far  on  my  way,  and  hope  to  be  with  him  within  3  or 
4  days.  A  fquadron  of  the  rebels  fhips  (I  hear)  ply 
now  about  Jerfey  by  order  from  the  rebels  :  but  the 
Michaelmas  ftorms  will,  I  believe,  make  that  fo  un- 
quiet a  road  for  them  as  they  will  not  be  able  long 
to  continue  there.  The  King's  Embaftadors  for 
Spain  fet  forth  from  Paris  eight  days  fince,  and  the 
Lord  Colepepper  is  alfo  goneEmbaffador  towards  Ruf 
Jia.  I  have  not  been  able  fince  I  came  to  the  King 
to  procure  from  any  a  ftate  of  his  Majefly's  prefent 
affairs  whereby  I  might  have  given  your  Excellency 
(as  is  moft  requifite)  an  account  thereof:  but  when 
I  mall  enter  upon  his  Majefly's  bufinefs,  as  I  am 
promifed  I  fhall  as  foon  as  I  come  to  Jerfey^  my  firft 
work  fhall  be  to  prefs  for  a  flate  of  his  Majefly's  af- 
fairs, as  tht  fame  is  at  prefent,  that  I  may  be  able  to 
let  your  Excellency  know  it.  If  his  Majefly's  affairs 

in 


from  the  Year  1641  to  1660.         315 

in  Ireland  fhall  not  happen  to  be  foprofperous  that  it  AJ>  1649 
may  be  counfellable  for  him  to  come  thither,  I  be-  ' 
feech  your  Excellency  to  honour  me  with  your  ad- 
vice what  you  conceive  beft  for  him  to  do  in  the 
next  place  :    for  I  prefume  if  he  mould  not  go  for 
Ireland  this  winter,  he  will  by  the  ftrong  Prefby- 
terian  faction  now  about  him  be  preffed  to  go  for 
Scotland  \  and  it  may  be,  if  they  find  him  to  con- 
tinue (as  God  be  thanked  he  is  hitherto)  not  to  con- 
fide much  in  Scotch  Prsfbyterians,  that  they  will 
perfuade  him,   rather  than  not  go  into  Scotland  at 
all,  to  go  to  the  M.  of  Montrofe,  who  we  believe 
will  be  within  a  few  weeks  in  Scotland  from  Den- 
mark, whence  we  hope  his  Lordfhip  will  have  fome 
confiderable  fupplies.     In  fuch  cafe  I  mould  be  glad 
to  underftand  what  your  Excellency  conceives  beft 
for  his  Majefty  to  do.     When  I  fhall  be  with  his 
Majefty,  I  fhall  meet  with  few  about  him  verfed  in 
his  affairs  of  this  nature  and  importance,  with  whom 
I  may  freely  converfe,  and  therefore  I  befeech  your 
Excellency  to  pardon  my  prefuming  thus  particu- 
larly to  crave  your  advice,  which  is  the  compafs 
whereby  I  defire  to  fteer  my  actions  in  his  Majefty's 
affairs,  knowing  none  that  in  my  obfervation  hath 
with  fo  much  honour  and  integrity,  and  with  lefs 
private  intereft  appeared  fo  active  for  his  Majefty's 
advantage  and  fervice.     And  if  your  Excellency 
fhall  pleafe  to  honour  me  with  the  truft  of  your 
noble  and  prudent  advice  in  what  may  concern  his 
Majefty's  fervice,  either  concerning  his  coming  into 
Ireland^  continuing  in  Jerfey,  or  removing  to  fome 
fuch  other  place  as  you  fhall  judge  moft  fit,  I  fhall 
therein  be  fo  juftand  faithful  as  punctually  to  acquaint 
his  Majefty  with  only  fo  much  and  in  fuch  manner 
as  your  Excellency  fhall  direct,  being  very  ambiti- 
ous to  approve  my  felf  entirely,  &c. 

Caen,  Off,  8,  1649. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Secretary  Long  to  the  M.  ^Ormonde.1 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 
^^49  FT  IS  Majefty  having  been  fome  time  in  this  Ifland, 
JLjL  and  having  his  thoughts  much  taken  up  with 
the  confederation  of  his  affairs  in  Ireland,  refolved 
to   fend  fome  fit  perfon  to  your  Excellency  to  be 
informed  of  the  ftate  of  things  there,   and  to  give 
fome  account  of  his  own  refolutions.     His  Majefty 
conceived  himfelf  obliged  to  this  refolution  by  the 
want  of  all  other  means  of  good  intelligence  from 
that  Kingdom,  not  having  heard  from  thence  fince 
your  Excellency's  difpatch  of  the  8  th  of  Auguft  Jaft, 
which  came  not  to  his  Majefty's  hands  till  fince  his 
arrival  in  this  Ifland.     His  Majefty  having  fixt  up- 
on the  bearer  Mr.  Seymour  to  be  {o.nt,  as  a  perfon  of 
confidence  and  known  integrity,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  put  into  his  inftruclions  that  which  could  not  con- 
veniently have  been  faid  by  letters,  and  have  there 
briefly  reprefented  to  your  Excellency  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  King's  condition,  that  you  might  be 
truly  informed,  when  you  are  to  deliver  your  opinion 
in  a  matter  of  fo  great  importance  as  his  Majefty's 
prefent  repair  into  that  Kingdom.      The  truth  is, 
the  King's  condition  in  this  place  is  fo  uneafy,  {o  in- 
convenient, and  foout  of  the  way  of  his  affairs,  that 
he  hathjuft  caufeto  defire  to  make  as  little  ftay  here 
as  he  can  :  but  his  own  generous  defires  to  be  active 
in  his  affairs,  to  own  the  affections  and  endeavours 
of  his  friends  in  Ireland,   and  to  partake  of  thofe 
hazards  in  his  own  Perfon,  which  they  have  already 
fo  gallantly  fuftained  for  his  fake  and   fervice,  put 
him  on  with  fome  ardour  to  haften  his  journey  thi- 
ther ;   if  your  Excellency  upon  consideration  of  his 
Majefty's  condition  here,  and  of  the  ftate  of  things 
there,   fhall  advife  him  thereunto. 

Your 
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Your  Excellency  will  herewith  receive  a  letter  A.D,  1649 
from  the  King,  whereby  he  authorizeth  you  to  re- 
commend perfons  to  him  for  all  preferments  as  well 
Ecclefiaftical  as  Civil,  which  I  would  have  penned 
with  more  exprefs  and  more  immediate  authority, 
if  I  had  known  how  to  contrive  it  otherwife  :  and 
if  your  Excellency  will  be  pleafed  to  give  me  any 
further  direction  in  that  particular,  I  mail  with  much 
readinefs  and  willingnefs  obey  it,  and  fend  fuch  fur- 
ther authority  as  fhall  be  neceflary.  In  the  mean 
time  I  fhall  be  careful  to  fend  fpeedy  order  from 
the  King  for  all  particulars  that  your  Excellency 
fhall  be  pleafed  to  recommend,  believing  that  I  can 
never  ferve  him  better,  than  when  I  contribute  all  I 
may  to  uphold  your  Excellency's  authority  and  in- 
tereft  in  that  Kingdom  ;  which  is  the  fureft  pledge 
and  foundation  of  his  Majefty's  re-eftablimment 
there. 

I  fend  your  Excellency  two  blanks  under  his  Ma- 
jefty's hand  and  feal,  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  any  treaty 
or  tranfaction  that  your  Excellency  may  have  caufe 
to  make  with  Owen  0  Neale,  or  on  any  other  occa- 
fion  concerning  Ulfter  :  and  I  have  fent  by  my  coufin 
Seymour,  by  his  Majefty's  command,  copies  of  all  the 
letters  and  inftructions,  fent  by  Captain  'Talbot,  in 
order  to  the  bufinefs  of  O  Neale% 

Your  Excellency  will  like  wife  receive  by  my 
coufin  Seymour  a  copy  of  the  Lord  Hopton's  cypher, 
which  was  ufed  in  former  difpatches  •,  becaufe  you 
will  have  ufe  of  it  to  decypher  many  letters  fent 
lince  the  lofs  of  that  cypher,  which  was  not  known 
to  us  till  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letter  of 
the  8  th  of  Auguft.  And  I  fend  your  Excellency  a 
new  cypher,  befeeching  you  to  make  ufe  of  it  in 
your  difpatches  to  the  King  •,  becaufe  by  his  Majef- 
ty's command  I  have  fent  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Qaeen, 
where  it  may  be  made  ufe  of  upon  occafion  to  de- 
cypher  any  thing  from  your  Excellency  before  it 

come 
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AD. 1649  come  hither ;  there  being  that  perfect  understand- 
ing between  the  King  and  the  Queen,  that  the  let- 
ters coming  firft  thither  are  by  his  Majefty's  order 
to  be  opened  and  decyphered  there,  which  I  only 
tell  in  confidence  to  your  Excellency. 

If  I  had  a  cypher  that  I  could  fafely  make  ufe  of, 
I  mould  communicate  fome  other  particulars  to  you  \ 
but  muft  now  remit  them  to  a  better  opportunity. 
In  the  mean  time  I  humbly  befeech  your  Excellency 
to  believe,  I  have  in  all  things  contributed  my  beft 
endeavours  to  his  Majefty's  fervice  in  that  kingdom ; 
and  that  I  mail  continue  to  do  fo,  with  thefe  expref- 
fions  of  refpect  and  duty  to  you  that  I  know  belong 
to  your  virtue  and  merit  in  my  Mailer's  affairs,  and 
that  may  (I  hope  by  your  goodnefs)  give  me  fome 
place  in  your  favour  and  good  opinion,  which  I 
fliall  ftudy  to  prefer ve  by  my  uttermoft  diligence 
and  care  in  all  that  concerns  you,  as, 

My  Lord, 

Jerfey,  08.  if, 

1649.        Your  Excellency's  mofl  humhle 

mofl  obedient  and 'mofl  faithful J ervant \ 

Robert  Long,1 

Lord  Byron  to  the  M*  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  f  leaf e  your  Excellence \ 

IF  his  Majefty  would  have  permitted  me,  I  had 
performed  this  journey  myfelf ;  but  tho*  I  could 
not  obtain  that  favour  of  him,  yet  he  granted  me 
the  next  to  it ;  which  was  to  recommend  this  bearer 
Mr.  Henry  Seymour  to  the  employment  -,  a  perfon 
both  extreamly  devoted  to  your  Excellency's  fervice, 
and  unbyaffed  by  any  of  thofe  factions  that  have 

hitherto 
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hitherto  been  fo  pernicious  to  the  King's  affairs.  By  A.D\h^ 
him  you  will  receive  fuch  teftimonies  of  his  Majefc  ^"Y*^ 
ty's  favour  as  will  fufficiently  manifeft  to  the  world, 
that  his  value  and  efteem  of  you  is  built  upon  a 
foundation  not  to  be  undermined  by  any  ill  fuccefs  ; 
and  of  all  other  particulars  fo  full  an  account,  that 
I  {hall  not  need  to  give  your  Excellency  much 
trouble,  but  wholly  refer  them  to  his  better  relation. 
His  charge  is  not  only  to  carry  you  the  true  ftate  of  \ 

the  King's  affairs  here,  but  to  bring  back  your  ad- 
vice, and  particularly  concerning  his  Majefty's  paf- 
fage  into  Ireland :  which  though  in  this  conjuncture 
it  may  appear  not  counfellable  as  bringing  too  much 
hazard  with  it  to  the  King's  Perfon  ;  yet  his  honour 
is  fo  much  endangered  by  a  longer  abfence  from 
thence,  and  his  Perfon  by  too  long  a  continuance 
here,  that  he  ought  rather  to  expofe  the  fame  to 
any  danger  with  hopes  of  preferring  the  other,  than 
by  reprieving  that  for  a  time,  be  fure  at  laft  to  lofe 
both. 

*Tis  true,  he  will  not  be  able  for  the  prefent  to 
bring  along  with  him  any  fupplies  either  of  men, 
money  or  arms  •,  which  was  one  of  the  greater!:  argu- 
ments ufed  to  oppofe  his  going  from  the  Hague  into 
Ireland  when  I  prefTed  it  fo  much  ;  and  that  there- 
fore it  was  fit  he  mould  ftay,  till  by  being  better 
provided  his  prefence  would  be  more  acceptable. 
But  I  find  that  his  ftay  hath  been  fo  far  from  en- 
abling him  any  way,  that  it  hath  rather  extreamly 
increafed  his  neceflities,  and  that  foreign  Princes 
(though  I  am  confident  whenfoever  he  comes  into 
action  he  will  fufficiently  confute  all  fuch  opinions) 
begin  to  look  upon  him  as  a  Perfon  fb  lazy  and  care- 
lefs  in  his  own  bufinefs,  that  they  think  it  not  fafe, 
by  contributing  any  thing  to  his  aftiftance,  to  irritate 
fo  potent  enemies  as  they  fear  his  rebellious  fub- 
je&s  are  like  to  prove.  So  that  though  Drogbeda 
(which  God  forbid)  mould  fall  into  the  rebels  hands, 

yet 
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^.0.1649  yet  I  humbly  conceive  that  ought  not  at  all  to  retard 
his  journey  into  Ireland^  but  rather  to  haften  it,  that 
he  may  come  at  leafl  whilft  he  hath  fomething  left 
to  fight  for,  and  not  be  taken  here  in  a  nook  of 
the  world  with  his  hands  in  his  pockets,  as  he  is 
fure  to  be,  if  he  continue  here  till  the  feafon  of  the 
year  permit  the  rebels  to  attempt  it.  Befides  all 
this,  there  want  not  perfons  fo  malicious  here  as  to 
whifper  (for  fpeak  it  aloud  they  dare  not)  that  your 
Excellency  difTuades  the  King's  coming  into  Ireland 
upon  pretence  of  his  fafety  ;  but  that  the  real  caufe 
is,  that  you  are  loth  your  power  mould  be  eclipfed 
by  his  prefence,  than  which  though  nothing  can  be 
invented  more  falfe  and  fcandalous,  yet  I  know  not 
what  belief  it  may  gain  in  time  amongft  credulous  per- 
fons, and  fuch  as  are  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
your  candor  and  integrity,  but  are  apt  to  judge  of  o- 
thers  by  what  they  have  feen  fo  much  pradtifed  in  this 
Court,  which  is,  to  be  far  more  governed  by  private 
than  publick  intereft.  In  fine,  when  in  the  fad  con- 
dition the  King  is  now  in,  there  appears  fo  much 
hazard  in  all  refolutions  that  can  be  taken,  certainly 
thofe  are  to  be  preferred  that  are  moil  honourable. 
This  have  I,  ever  fince  my  coming  out  of  Ireland^ 
urged  with  all  poffible  importunity ;  but  being  not 
feconded  by  any  letters  from  your  Excellence,  it 
pafTed  but  for  my  private  opinion,  and  therefore 
could  not  prevail  againft  fo  potent  a  faction  as  op- 
pofed.  For  fince  I  left  Ireland^  I  have  received 
but  one  letter  from  your  Excellence  dated  from 
Corke  long  fince.  Father  'Talbot  told  me,  he  had 
fome  letters  for  me,  which  being  inclofed  in  a  packet 
directed  to  Secretary  Nicholas ,  and  delivered  (as  the 
Father  affirms)  to  my  Lord  Jermyn  and  Secretary 
Long)  mifcarried  ftrangely.  I  hope  before  this, 
your  Excellency  hath  had  an  account  of  it  by  Col. 
Warren. 

I  have  upon  the  truft  I  knew  your  Excellence  re- 

pofed 


from  the  Tear  1641  to  1660.        321 

j5ofed  in  Secretary  Nicholas  and  the  good  opinion  4.D. 164,9 
you  had  of  his  integrity,  prefumed  to  recommend  him  ^V^ 
in  your  name  to  the  King :  which  at  length,  (tho'much 
oppofed  by  his  enemies)  hath  prevail'd  fo  far  as  to  bring 
him  into  the  number  of  hisCounfellors,and  will  (I  hope) 
e*re  long  to  the  execution  of  his  place  y  efpecially  if 
your  Excellence  be  pleafed  to  recommend  him  there- 
to in  your  letters  *,  whereby,  befides  the  obliging  of 
one  fo  avowedly  your  fervant  as  Secretary  Nicholas 
is,  you  will  do  the  King  an  efpecial  fervice  by  inte- 
refting  a  perfon  in  his  affairs  fo  generally  approved 
of  by  all  his  party. 

The  King  in  his  pafTage  through  Caen  vifited  my 
LadyMarchionefs,  and  expreffed  all  poffible  refpecSt 
to  her.  The  refolution  of  fending  this  bearer  was  fb 
fudden,  that  I  doubt  her  Ladyfhip's  letters  (though 
I  have  advertifed  her  of  it)  cannot  come  before  his 
departure :  nor  mall  I  add  any  more  than  what  I 
hope  your  Excellency  is  fufficiently  allured  of,  that 
I  am  and  ever  will  be, 
Jerfey,  oa.  1 2,  Afy  Lord,  dec. 

1649. 

John  Byron, 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

*T*  HIS  noble  Gentleman  Mr.  Henry  Seymour  is  Co 
-*•  fully  inftructed  in  all  his  Majefty's  affairs  in 
thefe  parts,  and  fo  rightly  in  his  affections  to  the 
King's  fervice  and  to  your  own  perfon  and  family,  as. 
you  may  rely  firmly  on  what  he  mail  deliver  you  of 
the  ftateofthe  King's  prefent  condition,  and  of  the 
inclinations  and  affections  of  all  about  him.  When 
you  have  heard  him,  you  will  (I  prefumej  judge  it 
requifite  that  his  Majefty  were  with  you,  where  he; 
might  at  leaft  have  wholefome  counfel  given  him j 
Vol.  L  Y  and 
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J.D.  1 649  and  not  be  fo  much  diffracted  with  the  feveral  facti- 
V-^V"N^/  ons  now  about  him,  which  prefer  their  own  private 
interefts  and  defigns  to  all  that  concerns  his  Majefty 
or  the  publick. 

The  States  of  Holland  have  declared  Strickland 
Agent  from  the  Republick  of  England,  but  the 
States  General  have  hitherto  refufed  to  admit  him 
fo,  and  have  fent  to  all  the  other  Provinces  to  fend 
deputies  to  them  to  conflder  of  fo  important  a  bufi- 
nefs.  Iftheyfhall  all  join  therein  with  thofe  of 
Holland,  (as  I  believe  they  will)  the  next  news  we 
fhall  have  will  be,  that  they  have  made  a  league 
with  the  Englifh  rebels  againft  the  King ;  which  (I 
doubt)  nothing  but  fome  good  fuccefs  in  Ireland 
will  prevent. 

There  are  Scots  CommifTioners  coming  hither ; 
but  their  proportions  are  as  unreafonable  as  the 
former  fent  into  Holland.  They  have  now  a  ftrong 
faction  about  the  King :  and  the  Lord  Jermyn  (who 
is  efteemed  the  head  of  the  Scots  Prefbyterian  fac- 
tion) hath,  it's  faid,  gained  many  that  are  now  a- 
bout  his  Majefty  to  his  party,  and  fome  fay,  will 
come  hither  to  aflift  with  all  his  intereft  and  power 
the  advancement  of  the  King's  defigns.  The  truth 
is,  Sir  Edw.  Hyde  being  fo  unnecefTarily  and  un- 
Ikilfully  employed  in  Spain,  hath  given  an  infinite 
advantage  to  the  Scots  Prefbyterians  ;  for  he  was 
expert  in  all  their  jigs  and  artifices,  and  only  under- 
ftood  perfectly  their  canting.  I  am  now  here  on 
the  place,  and.  mall  conftantly  continue  about  the 
King  ;  fo  as  I  befeech  your  Excellency  to  let  me  un- 
derftand  clearly  and  fully  what  you  conceive  beft  to 
be  here  infilled  on  or  done  for  advancing  hisMajefty's 
fervice,  and  when  you  would  advife  him  to  move 
from  hence  for  Ireland.  For  my  part,  I  fear  he  is 
betrayed  in  all  he  doth  -,  for  it's  impoflible  but  the 
rebels  mould  more  apprehend  their  condition,  (be- 
ing fo  abominable  villains  as  they  know  themfelves 

to 
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to  be:)  but  having  fure  and  potent  friends  and A.D.16^) 
fpies  near  the  King,  they  value  nothing  that  his  ^"V^ 
Majefty  can  do.  I  am  but  newly  come,  and  being 
(as  it  were)  but  fingle,  it  will  be  impoftible  to  pre- 
vent or  hinder  the  defign  of  the  formed  and  com- 
bined factions ;  which  I  understand  and  already  dif- 
cern  to  be  not  only  near  his  Perfon,  but  moft  em- 
ployed and  active  in  his  bufinefs  of  greater!  confe- 
quence.  But  I  befeech  your  Excellency  keep  this 
to  yourfelf,  and  receive  from  this  moft  faithful  and 
perfectly  noble  Gentleman  the  particulars  of  Ireland^ 
which  I  only  exprefs  in  generals  :  and  be  pleafed  by 
word  or  other  wife  afford  me  by  him  your  particular 
advice  and  directions  in  whatfoever  you  conceive  may 
moft  import  his  Majefty's  fervice.  By  intelligence 
from  good  hands,  and  my  own  particular  obfervation 
fince  I  firft  went  to  St.  Ger 'mains ,  the  Lord  Jermyn  is 
not  only  entirely  of  the  Scots  Prefbyterian  faction, 
but  I  may  tell  your  Excellency,  he  is  no  friend  to 
the  M.  of  Ormonde  or  M.  of  Montr ofe  :  whereof  I 
befeech  you  to  make  your  own  obfervation  and  ufe* 
and  be  pleafed  to  be  the  more  cautious  in  your  cor- 
refpondence  with  him.  I  lliall  now  give  your  Ex- 
cellency no  further  trouble,  but  reft,  &c. 

Jer/ey,  Oa.  **-,   1649. 

Cha.  Ledison. 

I  have  herewith  fent  you  a  copy  of  the  letter  which 
the  Scots  have  prepared  to  fend  the  King  5  but 
it's  not  yet  come* 


I 


The  Scots  Letter  inclofed. 

May  it  pleafeyour  Majefty , 

F  the  Eftates  of  Parliament  of  this  your  Majefty^s 
moft  ancient  kingdom,  had  confidered  the  power 

Y  2  and 
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A.D.  1 649  and  prevalency  of  your  Majefty's   enemies,    your 
Maj city's  preient  condition,  and  the  difficulties  and 
dangers   that  may  attend  an  agreement  with  your 
Majefty  in   fuch  a  pofture  of  affairs  •,  they  might 
have  been  filent  upon  the  receipt  of  fo  unfatisfacto- 
ry  an    anfwer  to  their  humble  and  earneft  defires, 
and  waited  for  the  exprefs   promifed  by   your  Ma- 
jefty  in  your  lad   anfwer  to  their  Commiffioners. 
But  being  very  defirous  to  witnefs  their  tender  re- 
gard to  your  Majefty.,  and  becaufe  they  would  not 
be  wanting  in  any  thing  which  might  evidence  the 
fincerity  and  conftancy  of  their  affection,  and  beget 
a   right  undemanding    betwixt   your   Majefty  and 
your  loyal  and  faithful  fubjecls  of  this  kingdom, 
they  have   refolved  upon  this  new  Addrefs  ;    there 
being  no  earthly  thing  more  in  their  defires,  than 
that  your  Majefty  may  rule  over  them,  and  that 
your    Throne  may  be  eft-ablifhed  in  Religion  and 
Righteoufhefs. 

We  doubt  not  but  your  Majefty  hath  ferioufly 
considered  your  prefent  eftate,  and  weighed  the  great 
dangers  that  do  and  may  farther  arife  from  delay  in 
refolution  ;  yet  we  crave  leave  humbly  to  represent, 
that  it  is  matter  of  much  trouble  and  fadnefs  for  usr 
to  think  that   your  Majefty  fhould  live  amongft 
ftrangers,  and  (relying  upon  the  uncertain  aid   of 
foreigners)  ftand   at   fuch   diftance  with  your  well 
affected  fubjects,  who  againft  all  difficulties  and  im- 
pediments are  moft  willing  to  intereft  themfelves  in 
your  Majefty's  affairs,  according  to  the  Covenant ; 
and  we  cannot  but  acquaint  your  Majefty  that  it  is  unto 
us  matter  of  admiration,  that  your  Majefty  fhould 
all  this  time  forbear  to  declare  your  intentions  and 
refolutions,  whilft  your  adverfaries  (the  murderers  of 
your  Royal  Father  and  our  native  King)  are  very 
aflive  and  induftrious,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
leave  no  means  uneffay'd  which  may  either  gain  re- 
putation: 
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nutation  to  themfelves,    or   leffen  your  Majefty's^£>.i649 
eftimation  with  your  people.  vy*VN^ 

As  we  are  much  grieved  to  con  (icier  the  many 
great  inconveniencies  which  accompany  your  Ma- 
jelly's  irrefolution  ;  fo  are  we  much  more  afflicted  to 
think  of  the  fad  effects  that  may  enfue,  in  cafe  your 
Majefty  mould  be  induced  to  believe,  that  it  can 
be  fafe  for  your  Majefty  to  truft  your  Perfon  or  af- 
fairs to  the  Papifts  in  Ireland  *,  who  for  their  en- 
mity to  the  reformed  Religion,  and  cruel  murder  of 
many  thoufand  Proteftants  in  that  Kingdom,  are 
long  fince  become  deteftable  to  all  your  Majefty's 
fubjects,  who  either  fear  God,  honour  your  Maje- 
fty, or  wifh  well  to  the  peace  of  thefe  Kingdoms. 

We  do  therefore  moft  humbly  beg,  and  earneftly 
befeech  that  your  Majefty  would  in  your  Princely 
wifdom  feafonably  lay  to  heart  your  own  eftate,  the 
long  continued  detraction  of  your  Kingdoms,  and 
the  equity  of  our  humble  defires  preferred  unto 
your  Majefty  by  our  Commiflioners  •,  which  if  your 
Majefty  mall  gracioufly  be  pleafed  to  grant  (and  a- 
bove  all,  if  your  Majefty  {hall  cordially  enter  into 
the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant  ;)  is  the  only  way 
to  procure  the  Lord's  blcfiing  on  all  your  under- 
takings, and  the  hearty  concurrence  of  your  well- 
affected  fubjects  in  all  your  Kingdoms,  for  reftoring 
your  Majefty  to  your  juft  power  and  authority  :  and 
for  our  parts  we  dare  confidently  fay  in  his  fight, 
who  is  the  fearcher  of  hearts,  that  your  Majefty 
may  thereupon  affuredly  expect  frpm  this  Kingdom 
all  the  teftimonies  of  affection  and  fidelity,  accord- 
ing to  our  Covenant,  that  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjects 
are  capable  of,  for  reftoring  your  Majefty  to  the 
poffeflion  of  the  government  of  your  Kingdoms. 

If  in  order  to  thefe  ends,  your  Majefty  fhall  be 

pleafed  to  acknowledge  the   prefent  Parliament  of 

1  this    Kingdom,    particularly    the   two  laft  fefiions 

thereof,  in  this  year  1 649,  and  the  Committee  ha- 

Y  3  ving 
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.4  D.i  649  vlng  authority  from  them,  in  the  interval  of  Parlia- 
y"\rs-/  ment,  we  are  refolved  to  make  a  folemn  addrefs  un- 
to your  Majefty  for  a  full  agreement  in  the  grounds 
contained  in  the  former  defires  of 

Tour  Majefly's  moft  humble? 

moft  loyal  and  moft  obedient  Subjects, 

Loudon  Cancellarius* 


Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency? 

THIS  noble  Gentleman  being  ftay'd  here  by 
crofs  winds  longer  than  it  was  expected,  hath 
given  me  the  opportunity  to  make  this  addition  to 
my  former  letter.  We  had  very  lately  the  certain 
fad  news  of  the  taking  of  Drogbeda,  and  the  cruelty 
ufed  by  thofe  inhuman  rebels  that  took  it :  which 
hath  made  a  great  impreffion  of  grief  in  his  Maje- 
fty and  all  good  men  with  him.  But  it's  obferved 
that  the  Prefbytcrian  faction  here  are  not  unchearful 
upon  this  important  lois,  conceiving  (as  is  fuppofed) 
it  may  make  the  King  caft  himfelf  the  fooner  upon 
the  Frefbyterian  party.  The  truth  is,  all  good  men 
here  are  at  a  ftand,  confidering  his  Majefty's  ex- 
treme neceffities,  and  how  he  is  cart,  off  by  all  his 
friends  and  allies  :  and  none  knows  what  to  advife 
or  counfei  him.  The  rebels  of  England  -make  ac- 
count, that  they  may  have  him  and  the  Duke  of 
Tork  without  much  difficulty  :  and  fome  advertife 
that  they  intend  fliortly  to  attempt  it.  Some  here 
are  of  opinion  that  the  King  mould  go  with  6  or 
8  fervants  into  Holland.,  and  there  remain  as  a  pri- 
vate perfon,  till  he  mall  be  able  by  my  Lord  Mon- 
trofeh  means  and  other  friends  to  get  fome  forces  to 
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go  for  Ireland,  and  to  put  himfelf  into  action.  I  A.D.  1649 
ihould  be  glad  in  this  exigence  to  receive  your  ad-  ^VNJ 
vice  and  counfel  in  a  bufinefs  of  fo  great  concern- 
ment.  We  here  very  much  apprehend  the  danger 
the  King's  mips  are  in  at  Kinfale  -,  all  things  in  Ire- 
land being  rendered  here  to  be  in  a  very  defperate 
condition. 

I  have  herein  fent  your  Excellency  all  that  J 
know  or  can  learn  of  the  King's  hopes  of  affirmance 
for  any  occafion.  I  fhall  now  only  add  what  in 
fome  former  letters  I  have  intimated,  that  you  will 
be  pleafed  to  be  wary  how  far  you  rely  on,  and 
what  you  communicate  to  Lord  Jermyn  -,  for  if  I 
am  truly  informed  by  my  Lord  Hatton  and  others 
who  honour  your  Excellency,  Lord  Jermyn  hath  no 
kindnefs  at  all  for  you,  and  Mr.  Long  is  his  Lord- 
fhip's  creature  and  intelligencer.  My  freedom  in 
this  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  make  ufe  of  for 
your  advantage,  and  receive  as  an  aflurance  that  I 
am  entirely  and  really, 

My  Lord,   &c. 

Jerfiy,  OB.  if, 

1649.  Cha.  Ledison. 


Extraffs  of  Sir  Richard  Browned  Letters  to 
Secretary  Nicholas  inclofed. 

Paris ,  08.  9,   1649.  N-  S- 

Right  Honourable, 

THE  conditions  of  the  accommodation  be- 
tween the  Prince  of  Conde  and  Cardinal  Ma- 
zarine are  generally  reported  to  be  thefe  *,  that  the 
Cardinal  mall  meddle  no  more  with  the  Finances, 
nor  with  the  beftowing  of  Offices  or  collation  of  Be- 
nefices, but  content  himfelf  with  a  fingle  voice  in 
Council,  without  the  title  of  Premier  Miniftre  or 

Y  4  Diredeur 
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J.D.  1 649 iDirecteur  des  Affaires  ;  that  all  packets  fhall  hence- 
forward be  opened  in  the  prefence  of  the  Princes, 
and  the  difpatches  made  in  their  names  ;  that  the 
Cardinal  fhall  not  beftow  his  Nieces  in  this  king- 
dom ;  and  that  the  Queen,  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
and  the  Prince  of  Conde  fhall  each  of  them  name 
one  CommiiTioner  to  treat  the  general  peace.  Some 
few  (that  would  have  it  fo)  do  think  the  Cardinal 
will  not  continue  in  this  level,  but  will  with  his  Ita- 
lian fupplenefs,  like  oil,  foon  float  over  all  this  vine- 
gar. But  moft  believe  the  defign  of  the  Princes  is 
in  time  rather  to  ejeft  him  whom  they  have  thus 
pulled  down ;  as  commonly  in  precipices  there  is 
no  ftation  to  be  found  between  the  top  and  the 
bottom.  AmbafTador  Contarini  (who  hath  been  fo 
long  the  Venetian  Plenipotentiary  and  Moderator  at 
Munfter)  is  come  hither,  to  try  what  may  be  done 
to  renew  the  Treaty ;  and  Pignoranda  demands  a 
pafs  to  go  this  way  into  Spain  :  which  if  really 
intended,  yet  'tis  thought  he  may  make  a  flop  here 
to  fee  what  may  be  done  in  the  treaty  of  the  gene- 
ral peace.  Here  are  news  come,  that  the  Spanifh 
fleet  hath  landed  men  in  Catalonia,  and  that  Barce- 
lona is  befieged  both  by  fea  and  land ;  fo  that  the 
condition  of  that  Province  is  much  doubted,  fince 
the  drawing  a  considerable  part  of  the  French 
forces  from  thence  to  ferve  againft  the  town  of 
Bourdeaux,  where  the  diforder  continues  ftill  as 
great  as  ever. 

Upon  the  general  murmur  of  the  Nobility  againft 
the  new  created  Dukes  and  Peers,  (whofe  wives  up- 
on the  fingle  billet  before  their  hufbands  inftalment 
pretended  to  have  the  tabouret)  and  upon  a  remon- 
strance of  the  Clergy  againft  the  multiplying  of  thefe 
lay  Dignities  to  their  prejudice,  who  had  original- 
ly Ecclefiaftical  Dukes  and  Peers,  as  there  were 
temporal,  the  Queen  Regent  hath  promifed  that 
^11  the  late  conferred  honours,   (as  well  before  as 

fince 
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fincethe  barricadoes)  fhall  fignify  nothing,  till  the A.D.i6/\g 
King's  majority,  in  whofe  power  it  will  then  be  to 
confirm  and  retrench  what  mall  then  be  thought 
expedient. 

The  King  hath  this  week  fate  in  Council,  it  be- 
ing the  firft  time  he  ever  was  prefent  there. 

The  peace  between  the  King  of  Poland  and  the 
Coffacks  is  here  publifhed  in  print. 

Letters  from  Nuremberg  of  September  24  bear, 
the  Imperialifts  figning  of  the  preliminary  Treaty 
of  execution  of  that  of  Munfter,  and  it  is  agreed 
that  the  Prince  Elector  Palatine  mould  enter  into 
Heidelberg  upon  the  laft  of  September  ;  and  the  point 
of  Frankendel  was  likewife  then  to  be  decided  with- 
in five  days,  whether  that  town,  or  what  cautiona- 
ry places  in  lieu  thereof,  iliould  be  put  into  his 
hands.     I  have  alfo  advice,  that  Sir  Swan 

hath  lately  had  a  very  gracious  audience  with  the 
Emperor,  who  hath  promifed  all  poflible  affiftance 
to  his  Majefty  at  the  next  Imperial  Dyet,  and  that  in 
the  Princes  of  Germany  and  in  the  Swedes ,  there  are 
no  lefs  kind  inclinations  •,  the  effects  whereof  will  ap- 
pear, as  foon  as  pofiibly  the  affairs  of  the  Empire 
can  be  fettled  „ 

I  here  inclofed  fend  your  Honour  a  copy  of  this 
King's  late  declaration,  in  oppofition  whereunto  I 
have  in  a  Memoir  in  writing  reprefented  to  this  ftate, 
that  the  general  practice  of  Neutral  Princes  (as  for 
example  at  Genoa,  Leghorn  and  Maltha)  is,  and 
hath  always  been,  to  permit  the  fale  of  prizes 
brought  into  their  ports,  with  many  other  things 
tending  to  the  advantage  of  his  Majefty's  affairs,  to 
wh;ch  I  have  yet  no  anfwer  made  me. 


JjLxtrqfc 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Madrid,  Sept.  29, 

1649. 

^.Z).i64qTTERE  is  an  Ambaflador  arrived  from  the 
JLjL  Great  Turk,  whofe Embafly  is  kept  fo  fecret 
as  no  man  knoweth  any  thing :  yet  the  Venetian 
Ambaflador  and  the  Pope's  Nuncio  are  mighty  in- 
quifltive,  and  they  have  ufed  great  means  that  this 
King  mould  not  give  him  audience,  but  in  vain ; 
for  he  hath  twice  rpoke  to  the  King,  and  is  much 
made  of  and  entertained  at  the  King*s  coft.  He  is 
himfelf,  his  Secretary  and  four  other  fervants,  no 
more.  This  King  departeth  to-morrow  or  the  next 
day  to  the  Efcurial,  and  from  thence  the  fixth  of 
the  month  of  Otlober  to  Naval  Camera,  where  his 
Majefty  meeteth  his  Qjeen :  and  there  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Toledo  marrieth  them,  and  after  two  days 
abode  there  they  return  to  the  Efcurial,  and 
from  thence  they  come  to  the  Buenretiro,  where 
their  Majefties  will  be  until  the  Archos  Triumphales 
be  ended  that  are  a  making  for  their  entrance  into 
Madrid ;  which  may  be  towards  the  end  of  this 
next  month.  Don  Juan  de  Garay  with  his  army 
marched  towards  Barcelona,  and  thither  alfo  goeth 
the  Galeras  and  Galeones :  we  hope  to  carry  it  at 
this  time,  &tV. 

Not  having  any  thing  more  at  prefent,  I  reft 

Tour  Honour's 

moft  faithful  humble  Servant l9 

Paris,  Ofi.  19, 

1649-  Richard  Browne. 


Lord 
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Lord  Jermyn  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde, 

My  Lord, 

I  A  M  under  a  firm  refolution  of  letting  no  op-  A.D.  1649 
portunity  pafs,  by  which  I  can  hope  my  letters  ^v*^ 
can  come  to   your  hands,  without  writing.     Be  it 
that  I  have  bufinefs,  or  none,  it  will  ftill  be  matter 
of  advice    (if   we   have   nothing  of  moment  to 
impart  to  you)  to  let  you  know  fb  much.     The 
prefent  ftate  that  we  are  in,  is  the  expectation   of 
fuch  certainties  of  that  of  Ireland,  as  may  enable  the 
King  to  take  his  laft  refolutions,  whether  he  mail 
now  prefently,  according  to  the  opinions  you  have 
given,  tranfport  his  Perfon   into  that  kingdom,  or 
flay  a  while  longer  to  fee,  whether  it  will  fall  out 
to  be  more  ufeful  there,    than  elfewhere,  to  the 
good  of  his  affairs.     The  reafon  of  this  I  conceive 
to  be,  the  fame  with  the  King,  that  happens  to  us 
in  this  place,  fo  divers  thoughts  of  the  prefent  con- 
dition of  things.     From   London   they  write  to  us 
the  total  conqueft  of  Munfter  ;  and  we  have  from 
Ireland  the  defeat  of  Cromwell  by  your  forces.     In 
fine  the  Queen  hath  fent  her  opinion  to  the  King, 
that  whatfoever  he  hath  warrant  for  from  the  decla- 
ration of  your  judgment  fhe  doth  wholly  concur  to, 
and  adds  the  interpofition   of  her  own  advice,  that 
fhe  thinks  he  cannot  do  amifs  to  follow  yours ;  but 
fince  thefe  letters  of  the  Queen's  to  the  King  and 
the  receipt  of  yours,  the  change  in    the  affairs  is 
happened  fo,  that  we  do  not  know  what  he  will  de- 
termine of.     But  this  is  moft  certain,  that  he  hath 
ftrong  inclinations  to  come  to  you,  and  there  is  no- 
body now  capable  of  hindering  him  that  is  not  in 
the  fame.     We  hear  gre*-  things  of  my  Lord  Mon- 
tr 0  fa  but  I  cannot  yet  tell  y*u  how  much  thereof 
is  to  be  relied  on.     'Tis  faid  heV^th  already  pafTed 
I  I5°P 


332         Original  Letters  and  Papers 

A.T>.  1649  1 500  men  into  Scotland r,and  hath  5000  more  ready  to 
*wy"%^  embark,  and  mips  to  receive  them.     We  have  out 
of  England  nothing  more  of  moment,  than  this  in- 
clofed  note  contains. 

The  Ambaffadors  in  Spain  have  yet  had  no  audi- 
ence. Thofe  for  Ruffia  and  Poland  are  not  in  the 
Courts  of  thofe  Princes.  The  Pope  promifeth  af- 
firmance for  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  if  the  Catholicks 
be  once  united  among  themfelves.  I  have  adver- 
tifed  feveral  times  the  conjunction  of  O  Neile  with 
your  Lordfhip  ;  but  it  may  be  they  do  not  efteem 
my  warrant  authentick  enough.  When  they  fhall 
be  informed  of  it  by  their  own  ways,  they  will  either 
give  fomething,  or  feme  new  reafon  why  they  do 
not:  which  I  rather  look  for  of  the  two.  This 
Court  is  upon  the  point  of  recovering  their  languifh- 
ed  and  almofr.  periihed  authority,  and  of  re-fettling 
their  affairs.  If  they  be  fo  happy,  perhaps  it  may 
be  a  leading  to  the  general  peace,  I  am  as  confi- 
dent as  I  am  capable  of  being  of  any  human  thing., 
that  if  we  be  fo  fortunate  as  to  fee  that,  one  effect 
of  it  will  be  an  efpoufing  of  the  r  -ertablifhment  of 
our  Matter,  perhaps  by  both  the  Crowns  ;  but  moft 
undoubtedly  by  this.  The  Queen  hath  written  to. 
you,  and  is  (I  believe)  as  much  your  friend  as  fhe 
is  any  bodies  in  the  world,  and  with  as  much  value 
and  inclination.  I  have  the  honour  to  fee  your  fons 
fonietini.es,  who  I  will  ferve  with  the  affection, 
truth  and  zeal,  with  which  I  am  unalterably, 

My  Lord j  yours,  &zc. 
Paris,  December  26,   1649. 

Note 


w 


E  have  had  of  b&  a  kind  of  Treaty  with  the 
Prefby  terian?  of  England  and  the  Levellers  ^ 

the 
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the  chief  of  both  parties  profeffing  great  defires  to  ^.£1649 
reftore  the  King.  They  delay  now  the  profecu-  ^^V^ 
tion,  to  fee  the  ifTue  of  Windram's  proportions  from 
the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  which  I  fear  will  pro- 
duce nothing.  Both  thofe  parties  feem  to  defire 
very  much  the  conjunction  with  Scotland,  as  the  on- 
ly means  to  fecure  their  rifings  :  when  they  know 
what  will  be  the  effect  of  that  addrefs  from  Scotland, 
they  promife  to  fend  Commiffioners  to  the  King 
with  their  proportions. 

Lord  Byron  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde* 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

I  Received  by  Mr.  Seymour  the  letter  your  Excel- 
lence was  pleafed  to  honour  me  with  :  and  have, 
in  order  to  what  I  found  by  him  was  your  opinion 
concerning  his  Majefly's  conjunction  with  the  Scots, 
contributed  mybefl  endeavours  to  the  effecting  of  it, 
as   being  the   only  probable  means  to  divert  thofe 
ftreams  of  men  and  money,  which  daily  flow  out  of 
England  into  Ireland,  and  which  will  dcubtlefs  in  a 
fhort  time,  if  not  prevented/ overwhelm  it.     The 
time  appointed  for  the  transaction  of  that   great  bu- 
finefs  betwixt  the  King  and  the  Scots  is  March  15. 
His  Maiefty  begins  his  journey  within  a  few  days, 
and  hath  commanded  me  to  attend  him  thither. 
The  Duke  of  York  continues  here,  till  we   fee   the 
ifTue  of  the  Treaty:  and  I  am  from  Breda,  (where 
the  Scotch  Commiffioners  meet  the  King)  to  return 
with  his  Majefty's  orders  to  his  brother.     This  bear- 
er F.  Daly,  otherwife  called  Domingo  del  Rofario, 
hath  been  recommended  to  his  Majefty  from  the 
King  of  Portugal,  as  a  perfon  both  able  and  willing 
to  do  him  fervice  in  Ireland :  and  to  that  end  un- 
dertakes this  journey  in  company  with  Capt.  Rocb^ 
who  arrived  here  (hortly  after  Mr,  Seymour's  depar- 
ture. 
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^.Z).i649ture.  He  profefles  great  affection  and  fervice  to 
^•Y^  your  Excellence,  and  that  he  will  be  wholly  guided 
by  your  directions  in  the  management  of  the  bufi- 
nefs  intrufted  to  him,  and  hath  defired  me  to  fig- 
nify  fo  much  to  your  Excellence.  You  will  by 
Mr.  Secretary  Long  (who  with  great  zeal  promotes 
all  things  that  any  ways  tend  to  your  fervice)  receive 
a  fuller  account  of  all  particulars.  I  mall  give  your 
Excellence  no  farther  trouble  than  humbly  to  beg 
this  belief  from  you,  that  I  am  unalterably,  &c. 

Jerfey,  Feb.  4.   1649. 

John  Byron. 

Here  have  been  great  practices  of  late  by  them  of  P. 
Rupert's  party  to  the  King,  to  recall  your  com- 
miffion  and  to  confer  it  upon  P.  Rupert  or  the  M. 
of  Antrim  \  but  all  in  vain  ;  his  Majefty  being  re- 
folved  (as  he  himfelf  was  pleafed  to  tell  me)  ra- 
ther to  lofe  Ireland  than  preferve  it  by  doing  you 
an  affront.  Capt.  Roche  and  one  Rochfort  a  law- 
yer, who  lately  came  hither  in  Capt.  Antonio's 
frigate,  are  both  of  that  faction,  and  for  that  rea- 
fon  much  difliked  by  the  King.  One  of  thefe  is 
a  (Iranger  to  me  :  the  other  I  little  expected  it 
from,  and  have  thought  fit  to  acquaint  your  Ex- 
cellence therewith,  that  you  may  the  better  take 
heed  how  you  truft  him.  An  Exprefs  is  gone  to 
P.  Rupert,  who  hath  taken  many  rich  prizes 
and  brought  them  into  Lisbon,  to  haften  money 
and  arms  to  you.  Letters  are  at  this  inftant 
come  out  of  Spain,  which  relate  the  honourable 
reception  of  the  King's  Ambaffadors  there,  with 
the  rejection  of  the  Englifh  rebels  Agent,  and 
the  recalling  of  the  Spaniih  Ambaffador  refident 
in  London. 

x  Sir 
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Sir  Richard  Browne  Refident  at  Paris  to  Sir 
.    E.  Nicholas. 

Right  Honourable^ 

UPON  Tuefday  lafl:  the  King  began  his  journey  ^.£.1649 
towards  Normandy,  to  take  either  the  voluntary 
or  conftrained  fubmiflion  of  that  Province  :  but  the 
former  is  more  probable, in  regard  that,  befides  their 
being  afliired  of  Rouen  and  Havre,  he  that  com- 
mands in  Pont  de  PArche  ftands  but  upon  the  re-im- 
burfement  of  a  fum  of  money.     At  Caen  the  Go- 
vernor will  not  reiift  the  King,  and  the  lafl:  advice 
from  Diepe  is,  that  the  Dutchefs  of  Longuevtlle  pre- 
pares for  her  retreat  either  into  England  or  Holland. 
The  Queen  Regent  and  Duke  of  Anjou  went  with 
the  King  :  and  the  Cardinal  having  in  their  abfence 
made  many  vifits  in  Paris  unattended  by  any  guards, 
and  lodged  his  Nieces  in  the  Palace  d?  Orleans,  fol- 
lowed the  Court  two  days  after.     The  Duke  of  Or- 
leans, the   Chancellor,  and  part  of  the  Council  re- 
main here.     Monfieur  Goulas  is  called  back  and  re- 
eftablifhed  by  the  Duke  :  which  portends  no  good 
to  the  Abbe  de  la  Riviere,  whofe  profefled   enemy 
he  was :  but  that  which  will  mortify  him  is,  that  he 
is  left  out  of  the  number  of  thofe  who  are  now  no- 
minated by  this  King  for  the  Cardinal's  hat :  which 
'tis  thought  will  fall  upon  Sieur  Mancini  Cardinal 
Mazarine's  kinfman,  though  Monfieur  de  Metz  be 
one  of  the  competitors.     The  King  pretends  to  be 
abfent  but  1 5  days  :  fifty  thoufand  piftoles  towards 
the  charge  of  his  journey  are  faid  to  have  been  fur- 
nifhed  by  the  Chancellor,  who  (it  feems)  thought 
',  it  expedient  to  rivet  himfelf  in  his  place  with  this 
i  golden  nail.     The  Dutchefs  and  Madamoifelle  de 
Bouillon  are  here  under  guard :  but  the  eldeft  fon  1*9 

efcaped 
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AD.  1 649  efcaped  out  of  the  houfe  by  a  back  way,  and  they 
fay  Marjino,  who  mould  have  been  arretted  in  Ca- 
talonia,  (by  timely  notice  of  the  Prince  of  Conde's 
imprifonment  whofe  creature  he  is)  is  flip'd  away  to 
his  Government  at  Belleguarde  :  befides  which  Er- 
lac's  death  in  Brijfac  and  the  doubtfulnefs  of  what 
party  Cbarlevoy  his  Lieutenant  will  declare  himfelf, 
together  with  Marefchal  de  Turenne's  forces  (lately 
increafed  with  the  acceflion  of  Col.  Bens's  German 
Regiment)  give  them  fome  thoughts  here:  to  pre- 
vent which  danger  Rofe  hath  order  to  march  out  of 
Lorrain  with  his  forces,  and  the  Government  of  Bur- 
gundy is  conferred  upon  the  Duke  de  Vendofme  ;  and 
the  Comte  de  Grancey  fent  for  from  Graveling  to  be 
the  King's  Lieutenant  in  that  Province. 

Upon  Candlemas  day  in  the  afternoon  Monfieur 
du  Bofe  (not  unknown  to  your  honour)  had  an  un- 
parrallel'd  difafter  in  his  family  by  the  murder  of  his 
fon  and  daughter,  his  only  irTue  by  an  Englifh  wo- 
man. The  fon  a  wild  young  man  (for  what  rea- 
fons  not  certainly  known,  but  guefTed  to  be  out  of 
fome  luftful  defires  with  which  frie  would  not  com- 
ply, though  otherwife  tenderly  affectionate  to  him) 
firft  killed  his  fifter  in  her  own  houfe  great  with 
child,  and  then  himfelf  with  a  bayonet. 

Your  Honour  will  be  pleafed  to  prefent  the  inclof- 
ed  packets  out  of  Spain  unto  his  Majefty,  for  the 
prefervation  of  whofe  facred  Perfon  and  fpeedy 
eftablifhment  I  pray  to  God  Almighty.  And  reft 

Tour  Honour  V,  &c. 
1649.  Richard  Browne. 

I  hope  to  have  the  honour  to  deliver  to  you  myfelf 
thofe  things  I  have  here  by  your  command  pro- 
vided for  you. 

The  Count  of  Harcourt  hath  the  Government  of 
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Normandy \    Marefchal  de  I'Hofpital  hath  Cham-  A D.i 649 
pagnia,  and  the  Count  de  St.  Agnan  Berry. 

Lord  Byron    to   Major  General   Daniel   O 

Neile. 
Bear  SIR, 

I  Was  glad  to  receive  your  laft  letter,  both  in  re- 
gard of  the  affurance  it  gave  me  of  your  health, 
which  I  much  doubted  of,  (having  heard  but  once 
from  you  fince  my  coming  out  of  Ireland)  and  of 
the  confirmation  it  brought  me  in  an  opinion  which, 
till  your  letter  came  to  my  hands,  I  had  not  fb 
wedded,  but  that  I  could  eafily  have  been  diverted 
from  it  j  which  was  concerning  the  King's  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Scots.  I  had  with  all  poffible  earneft- 
nefs  and  the  uttermoft  of  my  endeavours  folicited 
the  King's  going  into  Ireland,  which  he  feemed  to 
be  (and  I  verily  believe  really  was)  no  lefs  willing 
to,  than  myfelf  or  any  other  that  mod:  defired  it. 
But  by  the  underhand  practices  of  fome  (who  fhall 
be  narnelefs  till  we  meet)  his  journey  was  fo  long 
retarded,  till  we  had  the  news  of  that  fatal  blow 
near  Dublin.  Whereupon  his  Majefty  refolved  im- 
mediately to  go  to  Jerfey,  and  from  thence  to  em- 
bark for  Ireland :  but  meeting  there  with  the  fad 
aflurance  of  the  lofs  of  Drogbeda,  then  of  Wex- 
ford, and  afterwards  of  the  defection  of  the  prin- 
cipal maritime  towns  in  Munfter,  and  the  wavering 
condition  of  Incbiquin's  army,  it  was  not  thought 
counfellable  for  the  King  to  hazard  his  Perfon  thi- 
ther, till  they  were  truly  informed  of  the  State  of 
the  Kingdom  :  to  which  purpofe  it  was  refolved  to 
fend  an  exprefs,  and  Mr.  Seymour  was  pitched  upon, 
as  a  perfon  unbyaffed  with  any  .action,  and  in 
whofe  difcretion  and  integrity  the  King  had  great 
confidence, 

Z  Not 
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XD.1649  Not  long  before  his  return  one  Windram  was 
fent  from  Scotland  with  commimon,  to  offer  the 
King  a  folemn  addrefs  from  that  Kingdom  of  per- 
fons  authorifed  to  treat  and  conclude  with  him  of 
fome  courfe  for  his  reftoration  in  England,  and  pu- 
nishment of  his  Father's  murderers  •,  in  cafe  he 
would  acknowledge  this  prefent  Convention  to  be  a 
Parliament :  which  at  the  Hague  he  had  refilled  to 
do.  Hereupon  the  King,  finding  the  Council  he 
had  here  (which  confided  but  of  three  perfons,  my 
Lord  Hopton  and  the  two  Secretaries,  Nicholas  and 
Long)  to  be  too  few  to  confult  upon  fo  weighty  a 
bufinefs,  thought  fit  to  call  all  the  Peers  here  pre- 
fent to  the  confutation  ;  which  were  the  Earl  of 
Cleveland,  Lord  Wentworth,  Lord  Wilmot,  Lord 
Percy,  Lord  Gerrard,  and  myfelf.  It  was  ge- 
nerally thought  fit,  that  the  King  mould  treat 
with  the  Scots  :  the  only  queftion  was,  whether 
he  fhould  treat  with  them  as  a  Parliament,  with- 
out which  appellation  they  would  not  be  treated 
withal.  Many  reafons  were  alledged  pro  £s?  con- 
tra -9  on  the  one  fide  what  difhonour  and  prejudice 
would  follow  upon  the  King's  allowing  that  to  be 
a  Parliament,  which  was  not  called  by  his  autho- 
rity, and  prefumed  to  fit  after  his  Father's  death, 
and  did  ftill  proceed  fo  vigoroufly  againft  his  party ; 
on  the  other  fide,  it  was  urged,  that  the  calling 
this  a  Parliament  on  the  back  fide  of  a  letter  did 
not  really  and  legally  make  it  one,  and  that  real 
advantages  were  not  to  be  loft  for  airy  words  and 
titles  ;  that  both  the  King  of  Spain  and  other 
Princes  had  made  no  difficulty  to  give  their  rebel- 
lious fubjects  any  titles  they  would  demand,  when 
they  were  grown  too  powerful  to  be  punifhed  by 
them,  and  when  they  had  no  other  means  left  to 
reap  advantages  from  them.  For  my  own  part,  I 
was  all  the  time  a  neuter,  and  refolved  not  to  give 
my  conclufive  opinion  till  I  knew  the  true  flate  of 

Ireland^ 
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Ireland*  and  what  advice  the  King  mould  receive  J.D.1649 
from  thence.  Immediately  upon  this,  after  a  moft  ^s/8** 
dangerous  panage,  Mr.  Seymour  arrived  ;  by  whofe 
difcourfe,  as  well  as  by  the  letters  I  received  both 
from  yourfelf  and  others,  I  was  fixed  in  the  opinion 
which  before  I  wavered  in  ;  which  was,  that  the 
King  in  the  dangerous  condition  he  was  in,  fhould 
not  flick  at  words  to  obtain  a  treaty  with  the  Scots, 
and  provided  he  could  retrieve  to  himfelf  the  fu- 
perintendency  of  his  affairs  in  England  and  Ireland* 
to  condefcend  to  any  thing  that  concerned  Scotland, 
The  Scotch  Commiffioner  was  likewife  content  to 
accept  of  the  title  of  Committe  of  Eftates  lhftead  of 
that  of  Parliament  ;  which  though  the  fame  thing 
in  effect,  yet  avoids  the  odioufnefs  of  the  word 
Parliament. 

Thus  the  matter  being  carried  by  the  plurality 
of  votes,  both  time  and  place  were  appointed  for 
the  treaty,  which  is  to  be  at  Breda  the  15th  of 
Marchy  and  the  King  within  a  very  few  days  be* 
gins  his  journey  thither.  He  hath  commanded  me 
to  wait  upon  him,  and  the  Duke  of  York  continues 
here  till  my  return.  I  muft  not  omit,  that  during 
this  debate,  the  King  expreffed  fuch  moderation, 
patience,  and  judgment,  as  was  admirable  in  a  per- 
fon  of  his  years,  and  fuch  truly  as  I  little  expected 
from  him,  repreffing  by  his  excellent  temper  thofe 
heats  and  animofities  amongft  us,  which  otherwife 
would  utterly  have  deftroyed  the  buflnefs  ;  and 
certainly  it  is  one  of  the  greater!  curfes  God  hath 
laid  upon  his  fubjects,  that  they  are  fo  long  de- 
prived of  the  knowledge  and  fruits  of  his  virtue 
and  goodnefs  ;  which  I  never  knew  more  eminent 
in  any  young  man. 

Your  countrymen  will  by  this  difpatch  receive 
full  aflurances  from  the  King,  that  what  agreement 
foever  he  makes  with  the  Scots,  it  (hall  not  in  the 
leaft  degree  prejudice  the  peace  concluded  with 

Z  2  them 
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A.D.  1 649  them  by  my  Lord  Lieutenant,  nor  infringe  in  any 
fort  the  conceflions  then  made.  And  certainly  the 
beft  and  only  way  to  relieve  Ireland  is  to  make  a 
diverfive  war  in  England  ;  which  cannot  poflibly 
be  done  but  from  Scotland.  God  grant  your  coun- 
trymen be  as  careful  of  themfelves,  as  the  King  is 
of  them  •,  for  we  hear  they  are  relapfing  into  their 
former  madnefs  again,  by  calling  afTemblies  with- 
out the  King's  authority,  and  kicking  at  his  Lieu- 
tenant. Some  of  them  have  been  already  tamper- 
ing about  that  bufinefs,  and  (which  is  more  to  be 
admired)  have  found  patrons  amongft  us  of  their 
folly  and  villanics  :  but  fo  much  difliked  by  the 
King,  that  if  they  have  either  fenfe  or  brains  in 
them,  they  will  proceed  no  further  in  fo  defperate 
and  ruinous  a  defign.  I  have  by  this  time  wearied 
both  myfelf  and  you,  and  have  given  you  this 
large  relation  of  occurrences  here,  that  you  may 
acquaint  my  Lord  Lieutenant  with  it,  in  cafe  he 
has  not  received  it  from  others.  Lord  Wentworth 
has  given  you  full  fatisfaction  in  what  you  defired, 
and  wherein  I  may  ferve  you,  I  mall  never  fail  to 
my  power  to  exprefs  myfelf,  &c. 

<Jerjey%  February  7, 

1649.    os-  John  Byron. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

SINCE  Mr.  Seymour's  arrival  we  have  not  re- 
ceived any  Letters  or  Advertifements  from  Ire- 
land, but  only  what  one  Mr.  Rochford  and  Captain 
Antonio,  a  Merchant  of  Flanders,  (who  arrived 
"here  about  a  month  fince  from  fVaterford)  have  told 
us  %  which  is,  that  Cromwell  having  quitted  Wa- 
ierford,  hath  taken  up  his  winter-quarters  in  Corke, 

Tougbally 
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Toughall,  and  thofe  Parts.  This  Rochford  faid,  he  ^-P.164? 
had  letters  of  credence  from  one  O  Far 'oil \  and  ^VV 
fome  of  the  chief  of  the  Irifh,  who  were  of  O 
Neile's  party  ;  but  preferred  none.  The  efTecl  of 
his  bufinefs  was,  (as  I  hear  by  others,  for  he  would 
not  vouchfafe  to  fpeak  to  me)  to  make  larger  de- 
mands of  the  King  in  point  of  Religion,  and  for 
thofe  of  the  old  Irifh, .  than  Omen  0  Neile  had 
agreed  upon  with  your  Excellency  ;  alledging,  that 
unlefs  they  might  have  larger  condefcenfions,  that 
party  of  the  Irifh  would  not  be  fatisfied.  But  this 
gallant  agent  Rochford  went  hence  from  Flanders 
on  a  fudden  without  delivering  Ills  Letters  of  cre- 
dence, faying,  he  intends  to  wait  on  the  King  as 
he  pafTes  through  Flanders.  Mr.  Philip  Roche  can 
very  particularly  acquaint  your  Lordfhip  with 
Rochford's  and  Antonio's  bufinefs,  having  had  great 
difcourfe  and  converfation  with  them,  whilft  they 
were  here.  By  what  hath  (I  hear)  fallen  from 
Rochford)  I  perceive  that  the  Irifh  of  0  Neile's 
party,  taking  advantage  of  the  treacherous  revolt- 
ing of  the  Prefbyterian  Englifh  which  garrifpned 
moft  of  the  towns  in  Munfter,  clamour  very  much 
againft  the  Englifh,  and  will  infift  to  have  a  Gover- 
nor of  their  own  nation  and  faith.  But  I  aflure  your 
Excellency,  his  Majefty  is  fo  very  fennble  of  the 
many  eminent  and  extraordinary  iervices  you  have 
done  him,  and  fo  fixed  in  his  confidence  of  your 
abilities  and  fingular  virtues,  as  any  fuch  motion 
would  receive  no  pleafing  anfwer  from  him.  I 
have  had  no  conference  at  all  with  this  Rochford, 
but  by  his  fly  carriage,  I  did  at  firft  doubt  he  was 
a  factious  fellow  ;  and  his  fo  abrupt  and  fudden 
leaving  this  place  confirms  that  my  opinion  of  him. 
There  hath  been  here  lately  one  Father  Daly  an 
Irifh  Prieft,  who  hath  lived  long  in  Portugal,  and 
16  the  Queen  of  Portugal's  Confeffor,  that  profefTes  a 
great  defire  to  moderate  the  Irifh  who  are  ofONeile9* 

Z  3  party 
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rJ.D.  1649  party  in  fiich  their  demands,  and  to  ufe  his  beft 
J  endeavours  to  bring  and  fix  them  to  his  Majefty's 
intereft.  He  feems  to  be  a  prudential  and  well- 
affected  Perfon  to  the  King,  and  his  Majefty  hath 
given  order  for  a  difpatch  to  be  fent  by  him  to  your 
Excellency,  that  you  may  make  ufe  of  him  as  you 
fhall  there  think  moft  advantageous  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's fervice,  and  I  fuppofe  he  will  be  with  you  as 
foon  as  this. 

I  have  herein  fent  your  Excellency  fiich  news  as 
I  received  from  Paris,  whereof  this  gallant  perfon 
can  tell  you  more  particulars  :  what  will  enfue  on 
the  imprifonment  of  thofe  Princes  is  in  great  expec- 
tation. The  King  hath  (I  prefume)  by  his  letter 
acquainted  you  with  the  effect  of  the  late  debate, 
rather  than  treaty  here  ;  and  for  your  more  full 
information  therein,  I  have  herein  fent  your 
Lordfhip  copies  of  his  Majefty's  let^rs  to  the 
M.  of  Montr  of e  and  to  the  Scots  now  in  power" 
in  Scotland  :  whereby  you  will  perceive  his  Ma- 
jefty hath  given  them  a  title  of  Committee  of 
Eftates  -9  which  appellation  (I  very  much  appre- 
hend) may  be  very  prejudicial  to  his  affairs,  and 
a  prefident  of  mifchievous  confequence  :  for  (in 
my  opinion)  it  doth  in  effect  own  a  Parliamen- 
tary power  may  continue  after  the  death  of  the 
King,  which  was  never  heard  of  before.  And  al- 
beit I  was  negative,  and  fo  were  all  the  old  Coun- 
cilors, and  fome  Lords  alfo,  yet  we  were  over 
voted  by  the  King's  addition  of  all  the  Lords 
here,  who  were  not  fworn  Councellors. 

I  have  herein  fent  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a 
letter  written  from  the  King  by  my  hand,  to  one 
Col.  V/all,  an  Irifh  commander,  who  is  Maiftrc  de 
Camp  in  the  French  army,  and  hath  tendered  his 
fervice  to  his  Majefty,  having  offered  to  carry  into 
Ireland  a  proportion  of  arms,  munition  and  offi- 
cers to  ferve  his  Majefty  under  your  command, 

profefling 
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profefling  himfelf  to  be  a  very  affectionate  fervant^-1^ 
or  your  Lordfhip's. 

I  have  herewith  fent  you  the  laft  news  I  received 
from  the  M.  of  Montr  off  s  Agent  concerning  that 
gallant  Lord's  proceedings.  We  are  advertifed 
fince  by  letters  from  Holland,  that  he  is  before  this 
arrived  in  Scotland  in  a  good  condition.  The 
King's  letter  in  behalf  of  the  young  Earl  of  Rof- 
common  you  will  (I  prefume)  take  effectual  order  in, 
agreeable  to  the  juft  and  great  efteem  you  had  of 
the  Father. 

We  have  lately  had  letters  from  his  Majefty's 
Embafladors  in  Spain,  where  they  have  been  very 
well  received,  as  well  by  that  King  as  by  his  chief 
Minifters  and  the  People  there,  who  abhor  the 
horrid  murder  of  our  late  Mailer  :  and  we  hope 
his  Majefty  will  have  much  afliftance  and  advan- 
tage from  >the  King  of  Spain.  The  King  afllires 
me,  that  of  the  firft  money  he  fhall  receive  from 
Spain,  a  very  confiderabie  proportion  fhall  be  {cnt 
for  Ireland  •,  for  which  he  tells  me  orders  are  fent 
already  to  his  Embafladors  there. 

Mr.  Rochford  when  he  firft  arrived  here  told  us? 
that  at  Scilly  he  met  with  one  Captain  Darcy,  who 
had  a  difpatch  from  your  Excellency  to  the  King, 
and  that  he  would  prefently  follow  him  ;  but  albeit 
the  wind  hath  oftentimes  fince  been  very  fair,  we 
have  not  yet  feen  or  heard  of  or  from  Captain 
Darcy  :  which  makes  me  believe  that  the  report  of 
his  being  at  Scilly  was  but  a  fiction  of  Rochford9s. 
I  humbly  moved,  that  Rochford  might  have  been 
here  put  under  fome  reft  rain  t  at  his  firft  coming  ; 
in  regard  that  he  pretended  to  have  letters  of  cre- 
dence from  fingle  perfons  in  Ireland,  and  nothing 
to  ihew  from  your  Excellency  :  and  I  much  doubt 
he  came  over  thence  with  a  defign  from  Cromwell \ 
to  raife  jealoufies  and  fow  difcord  amongft  thofe  fe- 
derally affected  perfons  in  the  army  in  Ireland.     I 

Z  4  befeech 
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^.D.i649befeech  your  Excellency,  to  fend  very  frequent  ad- 
Vertifement  to  his  Majefty  of    your  proceedings 
and  condition  there,  and  forbear  not   to  prefs  him 
as  oft  as  you  can  for  all  fuch  fupplies  as  are  necef- 
fary  to  be  fent  you. 

His  Majefty  is  now  preparing  to  go  towards 
Breda  to  the  treaty,  and  begins  his  journey  hence 
this  week.  The  Duke  of  York  remains  here,  un- 
til after  the  treaty,  his  Majefty  mall  refolve  Ireland's 
courfe  may  be  beft  for  his  Highnefe  to  take.  Your 
Excellency  (I  conceive)  fhall  do  well  to  advertife  his 
Majefty,  whether  there  be  any  ftrong  towns  or 
places  in  Irelan d  that  may  be 'fit  and  conveniently 
engaged  as  caution  to  fuch  as  will  lend  his  Majefty 
money  for  the  recovery  of  Ireland.  This  gallant 
perfon,  Sir  James  Pre/Ion,  can  fully  acquaint  you 
with  all  occurrences  in  thefe  parts,  and  brings  you 
fo  full  a  difpatch  from  his  Majefty  concerning 
Rochford,  as  I  fhall  add  no  more  to  it,  but  my 
humble  advice  that  you  would  (if  it  may  be  with- 
out inconvenience)  caufe  enquiry  to  be  made,  who 
gave  Rochford  any  letter  of  credence,  and  by  what 
authority  •,  and  if  it  appear,  (as  I  believe  it  will) 
that  he  came  over  with  a  malicious  defign,  or  upon 
fome  confpiracy,  you  fhall  do  yourfelf  and  the 
King's  affairs  there  much  right,  to  procure  him  to 
be  difavowed  and  difcovered  to  be  (what  I  fuppofe^ 
he  is)  an  impoftor,  that  he  may  be  ufed  as  he  de- 
ferves,  when  it  fhall  be  feafonable.  I  fhall  add  no 
more,  but  that  I  am,  &c. 

Jtrfey,   February  \], 

l6?*-  Charles  Ledison, 

You  will  receive  in  his  Majefty's  difpatch  a  copy  of 
ftrange  demands  delivered    here   in  writing  by 

Roc.bford's  means. 
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A.T>.  1 649 
Papers  inclofcd.  ^Y^ 

Proceedings  of  the  Marquefs  of  Montrofe. 

Jan.  20,  1649.     O.  S. 

MONT ROS E  parted  from  Holland  about 
the  end  of  Augufi  1649.  an^  went  to  the 
Duke  of  Friejland,  who  promifed  him  free  quarter 
for  his  foldiers,  and  what  further  alTiftance  he  could 
be  able  to  contribute.  From  thence  to  Hamburgh 
where  he  took  courfe  for  fending  his  faithful  friends 
to  agent  his  Majefty's  affairs  with  all  the  Princes  of 
Germany.  From  thence  he  went  to  Holftein, 
where  he  had  all  fort  of  content,  notwithftanding 
that  his  enemies  had  their  fpies  and  agents  there, 
and  in  all  other  places  where  he  had  been  or 
was  to  be,  dealing  ftrongly  in  his  con  tr  aire,  and 
afTuring  all  Princes  and  States,  that  all  the  aflif- 
tance  mould  be  given  to  Montrofe  for  the  King  of 
Britain's  fervice  would  be  loft  ;  he  being  a  man 
without  friends,  and  hated  by  his  native  country, 
excommunicated  by  the  Church,  and  forfaulted  by 
the  Eftates,  6?f .  At  that  time  the  King  of  Den- 
mark was  in  Holftein.  The  Gentry  there  did  meet 
at  Flensburgh  Off.  8.  at  the  King  of  Denmark's 
defire,  for  to  confult  of  Montrofe's  bufinefs,  and  the 
refult  of  that  meeting  was  to  his  mind.  In  the 
mean  time  his  Majefty  willed  Montrofe  to  addrefs 
himfelf  to  Copenhagen,  and  to  fpeak  with  his  Coun- 
fel  there  ;  and  remained  himfelf  to  further  all  he 
could  the  King  of  Britain's  affairs. 

Montrofe  received  great  fatisfa&ion  in  Denmark, 
and  having  fent  before  to  the  Queen  of  Sweden,  found 
bufinefs  in  an  hopeful  condition  there.  All  moved 
him  to  go  thither  himfelf  in  the  beginning  of 
November  i  where  having  propofed  his  bufinefs  to 

her 
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'./1Z>.  1649  her  Majefty,  he  received  fo  favourable  an  anfwer, 
V/YV  accompanied  with  fo  fpeedy  performances,  that  all 
things  (he  confefled)  fucceeded  with  him  there  be- 
yond his  expectation  ;  infomuch  that  whatfoever 
he  defired  was  prefently  granted  unto  him,  and 
more  than  he  defired  of  all  things  her  Majefty's 
dominions  could  afford,  and  was  fo  forward  for 
the  King  of  Britain's  afliftance,  that  none  dared  to 
fpeak  there  of  a  Parliament  man.  And  when  old 
General  Le/ley  fent  one  thither  (among  other  things) 
to  demand  the  penfions  due  to  him  and  his  Coufin 
David  Lejley,  her  Majefty  would  not  hear  of  them, 
and  did  caufe  fignify  to  him  that  was  fent,  that  fhe 
had  nothing  to  do  with  them  fince  they  were  be- 
come traytors  to  therr  King  :  and  on  the  other 
part  gave  new  penfions  to  all  thofe  officers,  Scotch 
and  Engliih,  who  had  been  in  the  Swedifh  fervice 
before,  and  had  been  faithful  to  their  King.  Be- 
iides,  Chancellor  Qxenftierne  being  not  altogether  fo 
forward,  it  pleafed  her  Majefty  to  depute  others 
more  affectioned  to  treat  with  the  Danes  upon  the 
frontiers  of  thofe  two  Kingdoms,  touching  their 
mutual  concurrence  and  the  fpeedy  advancement  of 
Montrofe's  bufinefs  :  which  treaty  concluded  all 
things  to  his  wifhes. 

This  exemplary  carriage  of  that  noble  and  gene- 
rous Queen  was  no  fmall  furtherance  to  Montrofe's 
negotiation  with  all  other  neighbouring  Princes, 
who  granted  free  quarters  in  all  their  territories  to 
Montroffs  foldiers  •,  and  which  is  very  remarkable, 
the  Burgefles  in  towns,  and  Boors  in  the  country, 
confented  to  the  fame,  and  gave  actually  good  and 
cheerful  quarters  without  grudge,  lhewing  them- 
felves  as  forward  and  willing  to  contribute  to  the 
furtherance  of  the  King  of  Britain's  affairs,  as 
their  Matters  and  Princes. 

During  Monirofe's  abode  in  Denmark^    he  had 
news  from  his  Majefty's  Agent,  after  his  arrival  at 

Vienna% 
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Vienna,  that  his  Imperial  Majefty  did  heartily  ex-^-^49 
prefs  his  longing  defire  to  give  all  afliftance  pofllble 
to  his  Majefty  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  all  the 
Princes  of  the  Empire  were  as  well  affected.  The 
Emperor  demanded  a  meeting  at  Francfort  on  the 
Mem,  and  did  give  full  power  to  Piccolomini  to 
treat  with  them  concerning  the  fame.  The  effects 
whereof  followed  according  to  Montr  off  s  hearts 
defire,  and  will  e'er  it  be  long  be  fully  known  to 
the  aftonifhment  of  the  Rebels.  The  Duke  of 
Courland  has  contributed  very  nobly,  furnifhing  fix: 
great  mips  loaden  with  corn,  and  whatever  gKq 
was  demanded  of  him  by  Sir  John  Cochran,  who 
went  from  thence  to  the  King  of  Poland,  who  is 
fo  forward  that  he  cannot  fuffer  to  hear  of  a 
Scotfman  there  ( whereof  there  are  many  thou- 
fands  matters  of  families  in  his  Majefty's  Dominions, 
befides  children  and  fervants)  who  is  not  honeft 
and  loyal  to  his  King. 

Sir  William  Johnftoun  is  returned   to  Hamburg, 
having  negotiated  with  the  Dukes  of  Brunfwick, 
Cell  and  Hanover,  from  whom  he  received  all  fort 
of  contentment ;  who  writes  hither  from  Hamburg, 
dated  December  24.  N.  S.   that  though  Montr ofe's 
bufinefs  feems  to  go  flowly,  yet  they  go  on  ftrongly 
and  fpeedily,  all  things  neceflary  by  God's  happy 
providence  being  furniihed  to  them,  even  as  they 
could  wifh  ;    and  that  Montrcfe  having   fent  3000 
men  at  feveral  times  before  to  Orkney,  there  parted 
nine  mips  of  great  burthen  in  the  beginning  of 
December,  N.  S.  full  of  men  and  horfe,  and  pafled 
the  Sound  to  go  for  Scotland ;  but  the  commander's 
name  was  kept  fecret.     Alfo  that  Major  David 
Grotborie  took  voyage  with  five  compleat  compa- 
nies the  14th  of  December,  N.  S.  to  fail  for  Orkney ; 
the  reft  of  Montrofe's  men  being  fhipped  at  Gotten- 
burg,  where  there  were  14  fail  of  great  mips,  be- 
fides fmall  bottoms^  waiting  upon  Mont r of e.    Fur- 
ther 
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J.D.\6d.gthet  he  writes,  that  the  notorious  rebel  Brad/haw 
did  fend  to  Hamburg  one  who  arrived  there  about 
December  20.  N.  S.  to  be  deputy  of  the  Englifh 
company,  and  to  command  them  to  take  an  oath 
to  be  obedient  to  the  prefent  Government  without 
King  or  Lords.  But  how  foon  Col.  Sir  William 
Johnftoun  underftood  of  it,  (being  entrufted  there 
in  Sir  John  Cockran's  abfence)  he  went  to  the  Bur- 
gomaifters,  and  did  fhew  them  the  inconveniences 
would  redound  upon  their  town  and  traffick,  and 
withal  that  he  was  ready  to  proteft  againft  them,  if 
they  mould  permit  it ;  and  that  in  fo  doing  they 
would  directly  declare  themfelves  in  a  party  againft 
the  King.  Whereupon  they  found  a  neceflity  kid 
upon  them  to  command  the  Treafurer  of  the  Eng- 
lifh Company  (the  Deputy  being  abfent)  that  no 
fuch  thing  mould  be  done,  and  fo  it  evanifhed. 

During  thefe  three  months  by-gone,  Montrofe 
has  fent  every  week  or  fornight  an  Exprefs  to  Scot- 
land^ and  has  had  conftant  correfpondence  from 
his  Majefty's  loyal  fubjects  there,  afiuring  him,  that 
the  whole  people  and  gentry,  and  moft  part  of  the 
nobility  will  join  with  him  upon  his  firft  appearing  -, 
and  that  there  be  ftrange  changes  there,  even  in 
thofe  that  were  his  greateft  enemies  *,  and  that  the 
moft  part  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  commanded 
by  David  Lejley  have  vowed  folemnly  to^render 
themfelves  for  the  King  under  his  command. 

David  Lejley  marched  northward  in  November  y 
having  only  with  him  ten.  troops  of  horfe,  and  700 
foot,  and  appointed  to  have  a  rendezvous  at  Inver- 
nefs :  but  firft  caufed  divulge  a  feigned  proclamation 
in  Monirofe's  name,  to  try  the  pulfe  of  the  people. 
But  no  man  ftirred  •,  neither  when  he  prefTed  them 
to  rife,  would  they  at  all  take  arms.  His  intention 
was  to  have  made  himfelf  ftrong,  to  have  gone  a- 
gainft  my  Lord  Kinnoul  in  Orkney ,  but  he  was  dif- 
appointed.     Neither  could  he  have  been  able  to 

•  j    •  have 
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have  effe&ed  any  thing  there,  the  Ifles  of  Orkney  A.D,  1649 
being  ftrong  to  the  number  of  8000  righting  men 
all  loyal  to  the  King ;  befides  3000  gallant  men 
that  were  come  from  Montrofe  and  had  fortified 
themfelves  ftrongly  in  the  town  of  Kirkwall :  hav- 
ing alfo  fome  three  or  four  good  fhips,  wherewith 
Kinnoul  falls  in  when  he  pkafes  upon  the  main  land, 
and  brings  all  necenary  provisions  for  the  foldiers. 
One  of  thefe  mips  belongs  to  one  Captain  Ball  of 
Leith^  who  was  loaded  with  arms  and  ammunition 
of  my  Lord  Argyle's  to  go  about  by  the  North  Ifles 
to  my  Lord  Argylfs  country,  for  furnifhing  of  two 
or  three  of  his  houfes  there  :  but  the  Captain  went 
in  with  fhip  and  all  to  my  Lord  Kinnoul.  The  fhip 
carries  1 8  guns,  and  has  taken  flnce  a  fhip  of  ten 
guns.  Thereafter  the  fame  Captain  came  over  from 
Orkney  to  Denmark  with  his  fhip,  and  brought  with 
him  in  November  Sir  James  Douglas ,  my  Lord  More- 
ton's  brother,  and  one  Major  Melvin^  with  many 
Gentlemen  of  Quality  from  all  places  of  the  King- 
dom, who  in  the  name  of  the  whole  Kingdom  did 
intreat  and  prefs  Montrofe  earnestly  to  go  to  Scot- 
landV  and  not  flay  for  all  his  men  (who  might  fol- 
low,) for  his  own  prefence  was  able  to  do  the  bufi- 
nefs,  and  would  undoubtedly  bring  20000  men  to- 
gether for  the  King's  fervice  ;  all  men  being  weary 
and  impatient  to  live  any  longer  under  that  bon- 
dage, prefling  down  their  eftates,  their  perfons  and 
their  confciences.  And  no  doubt  he  is  parted  long 
e're  now,  if  the  advertifement  he  has  got  of  an  ex- 
prefs  coming  from  his  Majefty  to  him  have  not 
ftayed  him :  for  Col.  Johnftoun  writes  that  he  wait- 
ed at  Gottenherg  the  coming  of  that  exprefs,  who  I 
believe  is  at  him  long  e're  now. 

In  this  time  he  is  not  idle,  for  after  he  found  all 
things  in  readinefs,  he  fet  forth  his  declaration  in 
the  beginning  of  November :  whereupon  very  many 
Officers  and  of  the  greateft  reputation  came  flocking 

to 
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J.D.164.9 to  him  ;  to  whom  he  has  given  commiflions  for  the 
fecond  levy,  which  is  to  be  levied  under  the  com- 
mand of  Coning [mark  to  the  number  of  10  or  12000 
of  foot  and  horfe,  who  are  to  be  landed  (God  will- 
ing) about  the  middle  of  April  in  Scotland  or  Eng- 
land as  Montrofe  mall  give  them  order. 

He  has  fhipped  to  the  number  of  1 6  or  1 8000 
arms,  24  excellent  field-pieces,  9  pieces  of  battery 
with  all  things  belonging,  ftore  of  powder,  match 
and  ball,  abundance  of  corn  for  the  provifion  of 
his  army,  and  befides  thofe  3000  men  long  fince  in 
Orkney,  he  had  ready  5000  foot  and  12  or  1500 
horfe  to  be  fhipped  at  Gottenberg  and  other  places  ; 
whereof  a  great  part  is  gone  in  the  month  of  De- 
cember :  and  before  the  mid  ft  of  February,  I  hope 
there  fhall  be  certainty  of  all  by  an  exprefs.  Montrofe 
intends  to  fend  to  his  Majefty,  how  foon  he  fhall 
be  in  a  pofture  for  beginning  that  fervice  in  Scotland. 

The  rebels  his  fwom  enemies  at  home  and  a- 
broad  do  vent  by  their  letters  and  printed  papers, 
to  abufe  both  King  and  people,  that  Montrofe  is  not 
to  be  feared  to  trouble  them  in  Scotland,  in  refpect 
that  they  know  moft  afturedly,  that  he  has  neither 
men  nor  money,  nor  arms,  nor  fhipping  •,  and  that 
the  Queen  of  Sweden  and  the  King  of  Denmark  and 
others  feed  him  with  fair  words,  &c.  But  herein 
they  know  not  how  much  they  have  contributed  to 
that  which  he  mainly  defired,  to  wit,  that  all  his 
negotiation  fhould  be  kept  moft  fecret,  qlk  has 
ever  been  his  way.  For  during  the  fpace  of  two  or 
three  months  none  knew  but  himfelf  the  particu- 
lars he  intended  or  was  about,  and  thofe  to  whom 
he  intruded  any  thing  were  men  of  known  fidelity 
and  fecrecy.  He  did  not  write  himfelf  to  any 
friend,  nor  fufFered  he  any  that  belonged  to  him  to 
touch  any  particular ;  only  in  general,  that  they 
hoped  all  would  go  well,  and  very  few  had  that 
much  affurance  till  his  bufinefs  was  compleat :   and 

what 
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what  was  done  in  Denmark  and  Sweden  was  given  ^-#- 1649 
out  to  be  for  other  ends  and  defigns  that  concerned  *— ^v**** 
thofe  feveral  Kingdoms  without  any  mention  of 
Montr  of e  or  any  thing  having  relation  to  him, 

And  now  there  are  letters  lately  come,  reporting 
that  Montrofe  is  no  more  to  be  found  in  Denmark 
nor  Sweden,  having  gone  incognito  to  Scotland,  no 
man  knowing  when  or  what  way  he  went  •,  having 
left  behind  him  his  Lieutenant -General,  my  Lord 
Rythen,  General  Major  Carpe,  my  Lord  Naper  and 
many  Officers  ready  to  make  fail  at  fuch  time  as  he 
has'defigned  to  them  :  but  a  fhort  time  will  clear  all. 
In  the  mean  time  I  am  denied  from  Hamburg,  Den- 
mark and  Sweden  to  find  fome  faithful  friend  to  give 
information  to  his  Majefty  of  all  thefe  former  truths. 
Montro/e  has  caufed  make  the  King's  Standart  all 
black,  all  full  of  bloody  hands  and  fwords,  and  a 
red  character  or  motto  above  carrying  revenge. 

News  inclofed  in  Sir  E.  Nicholas'*  Letter •. 

Paris,  Jan.  15,  1650.  N.  S. 

THE  Peace  of  Bourdeaux  hath  been  received^./).  1649 
with  great  joy  and  bonefires,  and  regiftred  in  VyV 
that  Court  of  Parliament,  though  the  Duke  de'Ef- 
pernon  did  what  lay  in  his  power  to  annul  the  treaty. 
The  bufinefs  againfl  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  and  the 
reft  hath  been  fo  tofTed  and  canvafled  in  the  Par- 
liament here,  that  it  is  hoped  it  will  in  time  be 
worn  to  nothing. 

The  Prince  of  Conde  produceth  pregnant  proofs 
of  the  confpiracy  to  kill  him,  and  that  the  Mar- 
quefs  de  la  Boullaye  had  appointed  divers  horfemen 
to  attend  him  at  the  end  of  Pontneuf  that  night  his 
Coach  was  mot  at  •,  and  that  there  had  been  private 
meetings  that  day  between  him,  the  Duke  of  Beau- 
fort, and  the  Coadjutor.  The  defendants  inflrmate 
z  the 
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#D.  1 649  the  witnefles  as  flight  perfons,  and  fo  hope  to  over- 
throw their  depofltions. 

Here  is  a  proportion  on  foot  for  the  raifing  of  a 
great  fum  of  money  upon  the  Clergy,  by  permit- 
ting every  incumbent  to  name  his  fucceflbr,  and  to 
pay  for  it  a  fourth  of  the  full  revenue  of  the  Benefice 
four  years  together,  pretending  to  find  an  expedient 
to  make  it  no  fymony. 

The  SwifTes  who  long  fince  received  pofitive  or- 
der from  their  Principals  at  home  to  return  and 
withdraw  the  whole  body  of  that  nation  that  ferves 
this  Crown,  (which  amounts,  to  near  upon  eighteen 
thoufand  men )  unlefs  they  might  be  paid  their  ar- 
rears, which  is  a  vaft  fum,  can  yet  receive  no  fatis- 
faction :  and  where  to  find  money  to  do  it  may 
feem  impoflible,  in  regard  the  ordinary  revenues  of 
this  Crown  are  fo  much  impaired  fince  the  laft 
troubles  of  Paris. 

Monfieur  Augier  hath  lately  received  pofitive  or- 
der from  his  fuperiors  in  England,  not  to  treat  any 
more  without  prefent  payment  of  ready  money  in 
compenfation  of  the  Turkey  debts,  and  of  the  lofles 
in  fhipping  of  late  years  fuftained  by  the  Englifh, 
the  performance  whereof  is  not  poflibly  to  be  ex- 
pected in  this  conjuncture  ;  whence  many  prefume 
a  rupture,  and  here  is  already  a  great  talk  of  Au- 
giers  return  into  England. 

The  overgrown  ftrength  of  the  prefent  power  in 
England  doth  already  fo  much  trouble  them  here, 
that  they  would  ftrain  themfelves  to  any  thing  they 
could  to  hinder  the  union  of  the  Ifle  of  Great  Bri- 
tain in  one  or  feveral  Common- wealths  ;  greatly 
fearing  that  Scotland  will  at  laft  fall  into  the  common 
league  of  Republick  and  Prefbytery  with  England 
and  Holland. 

Upon  Tuefday  laft  the  Queen  regent  having,  un- 
der pretence  of  holding  a  Council  d'en  hault,  drawn 
the  Prince  of  Conde,  the  Prince  of  Conty^  and  the 

Duke 
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Duke  of  Longuevilk  to  the  Palais  Cardinal^  they  A.D.  1649 
were  all  there  arretted  by  Monfieur  Guitant  Captain  ^-y-^/ 
of  the  Queen's  Guards  in  the  little  gallery,  and  car- 
ried down  the  private  backftairs  through  the  gar- 
den, where  at  the  gate  that  gees  to  Cardinal  Maza- 
vine's  houfe,  they  v/ere  put  into  a  coach  laid  there 
for  that  purpofe,  fo  to  the  horfe  market,  where  two 
companies  of  Gens  d'Arms  and  Chevaux  Legers  re- 
ceived them  and  conducted  them  out  at  the  Porte 
de  Richelieu  through  the  fields  to  the  Bois  de  Vincen* 
ties.  This  was  done  between  five  and  fix  a  clock 
at  night,  and  carried  fo  privately,  that  in  the  Queen's 
bed-chamber  where  the  Queen  v/as  indifpofed  up- 
on her  bed,  it  was  not  known  till  a  good  v/hile 
after.  Prefident  Perrault^  heretofore  Secretary  to 
the  old  Prince  of  Conde^  and  Intendant  to  this,  was 
about  the  fame  time  arretted  upon  the  Pontneuf,  and 
the  Comte  de  Brienne  was  immediately  fent  to  the 
old  Princefs  oiConde  with  command  to  retire.  The 
Dutchefs  of  Longuevilk  upon  notice  hereof  went  out 
of  town  the  fame  night ;  fo  did  the  Duke  of  Bouillon , 
the  Marfhal  de  Turenne,  Pruce  of  Mar/iliac,  the 
Marquefs  of  Beveron,  young  Mouffdye,  and  others  of 
the  cabal.  The  Prince  of  Conde's  cabinet,  and  the 
Prefident  Perrauifs  papers  were  alfo  feized  upon. 
The  people  upon  the  fir  ft  rumour,  that  fome  perfons 
of  Quality  v/ere  made  prifoners,  began  to  take  arms, 
thinking  it  had  been  the  Duke  of  Beaufort.  Info- 
much  that  to  appeafe  them  the  Duke  of  Orleans 
(who  kept  his  chamber  having  not  been  well  three 
or  four  days)  intreated  the  Duke  of  Beaufort  to  fhew 
himfelf  in  the  City,  thereby  to  quiet  the  people : 
which  he  did,  riding  about  on  horfeback  the  moll 
part  of  the  night,  and  found  much  ado  to  keep  the 
people  from  making  bonefires ;  fo  great  their  joy 
was  when  they  underftood  the  truth  of  what  was 
done.  The  day  following  the  Queen  regent  fent 
for  the  Parliament,  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  Dukes 
Vol,   I,  A  a  and 
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^. D.i  649  and  Peers  and  Marmals  of  France ',  caufed  to  be 
read  unto  them  a  declaration,  the  fubflance  where- 
of is  publifhed  in  this  inclofed  print,  containing  the 
reafons  and  motives  of  thefe  her  proceedings,  with 
which  all  men  here  feem  generally  well  fatisfied  , 
not  only  out  of  their  hatred  to  the  P.  of  Condi  (who 
had  every  way  loft  himfelf,)  but  alfo  out  of  a  be- 
lief that  this  aclion  was  neceflary  as  the  beft,  if  not 
the  only  means  to  eftablifh  the  internal  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  this  Kingdom. 

They  already  fpeak  of  beftowing  the  Govern- 
ment of  Burgundy  upon  the  Duke  of  Vendofme^ 
of 'Normandy  upon  the  Comte  de  Har  court,  of  Cham- 
paign upon  the  Marfhal  de  PHofpital,  and  of  Berry 
upon  Marihal  du  Pleffis  Pra/lin.     The  Parliament 
is  at  work  about  the  abolition  of  the  Duke  of  Beau- 
fort,  the  Coadjutor,  and  the  reft  of  the  Frondeurs. 
According  to  his  Majefty*s  commands,  I  prefent- 
ed  a  Memoir  to  the  Comte  de  Brienne  demanding 
this  King's  favour,  (either  publick  or  private  as  they 
thought  fit,)  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  Prize  in 
Brittany  taken  by  Sir  John  Greenville's  iliip,  folia- 
ted by  Mr.  More,  and  likewife  in   his  Majefty*s 
claim  of  the  tenths  and  fifteenths  at  Nants,  &c.  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  FeJJe*s  requeft.     After  fome  days  de* 
liberation,  his  pofitive  anfwer  was,  that  they  lately 
held  a  great  Council,  where  they  fettled  what  con- 
cerned the  Englifti  affairs ;  which  fhall  fpeedily  be 
publifhed,  and  from  which  they  will  not  vary ;  with* 
al  telling  me,  that  they  could  not  at  prefent  fhew 
his  Majefty  any  kindnefs  of  this  nature. 

So  praying  for  the  prefervation  of  his  Majefty'Si 
facred  Perfon  and  fpeedily  eftablifliment,  I  reft 

Paris,  Jan.  2z,  Tour  Honour's,  &c. 

1650. 

Rich,  Browne* 
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A  Copy  of  his  Majefifs  Letter  to  the  Committee 
oj  EJlates  of  Scotland. 

WE  have  received  your  feveral  letters  lately 4.D.\6^ 
prefented  to  us  by  Mr.  JVynram  of  Liber  ton, ' 
and  do  gracioufly  accept  all  thofe  expreffions  of  af- 
fection and  fidelity  you  make  to  us  therein,  toge- 
ther with  that  tender  fenfe  of  our  prefent  condition* 
and  juft  indignation  which  you  profefs  to  have  a- 
gainft  the  execrable  murderers  of  the  King  our  late 
dear  and  Royal  Father  of  blefled  memory,  believing 
that  your  intentions  are  as  full  of  loyalty  and  candor 
to  us,  as  we  are  and  always  have  been  real  in  our 
deflres  to  beget  fuch  a  clear  and  right  underftand- 
ing  between  us  and  all  our  fubjects  of  that  our  anti- 
ent  kingdom  of  Scotland,  as  might  be  a  fure  founda- 
tion of  their  future  peace  and  happinefs,  and  an  ef- 
fectual means  to  root  up  thofe  feeds  of  di virion  and 
animofity  which  have  been  occafioned  by  the  late 
troubles,  and  fo  to  unite  the  hearts  and  affections  of 
our  fubjects  to  one  another,  and  to  us  their  lawful 
King  and  Sovereign,  that  by  their  due  obedience 
and  fubmilTion  to  our  juft  authority,  we  may  be  en- 
abled to  maintain  them  in  peace  and  profperity,  and 
to  protect  them  in  their  religion  and  liberties,  as  to 
our  Kingly  Office  belongeth  ;  and  as  we  have  ever 
refolved  to  contribute  all  that  depends  of  us  to  thcfe 
good  ends  and  to  the  juft  fatisfaction  of  all  our  fub- 
jects of  that  our  Kingdom  *,  fo  we  have  now  thought 
fit  by  the  return  of  Mr.  Wynram  to  defire,  that  Com- 
miflioners  be  fe:A.  to  us  fufrkiently  authorized  to  treat 
and  agree  with  us  upon  all  particulars,  as  well  in  re- 
lation to  the  concernments  and  juft  fatisfaction  of 
our  fubjects  there,  as  to  thofe  helps  and  afliftances 
we  may  reafonably  expect  from  them  for  the  bring- 
ing of  the  murderers  of  our  late  dear  Father  of 
blefled  memory  to  condign  punifhment,  and  for  the 

A  a  2  reco- 
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.Z).  1 649  recovery  of  our  juft  rights  in  all  our  Kingdoms,  and 
Wv  that  they  attend  us  by  the  1 5th  of  March  next  at 
Breda^  where  we  intend  (God  willing)  to  be.  In  or- 
der whereunto  and  in  confidence  of  fuch  a  treaty,  as 
alio  to  evidence  to  you  and  to  the  whole  world, 
that  we  fincerely  defire  to  agree  with  you,  and  ex- 
pecting that  no  other  ufe  mail  be  made  of  it  to  the 
prejudice  of  us  or  our  affairs  than  what  we  intend  in 
order  to  the  treaty,  notwithstanding  many  impor- 
tant considerations  that  might  have  difluaded  us 
from  doing  any  thing  antecedently  at  this  time :  We 
have  refolved  to  direct  two  letters  to  you  by  the 
name  of  the  Committee  of  Eftates  of  that  our  King- 
dom, hoping  that  from  the  confidence  we  exprefs  in 
our  clear  and  candid  intentions  towards  us,  you  will  de- 
rive effectual  arguments  to  yourfel  ves  of  mutual  confi- 
dence in  us,  which  (by  the  blefling  of  Almighty  God ,  by 
yourjuftand  prudent  moderation,  by  the  earneft  defire 
we  have  to  oblige  all  ourfubjects  of  that  our  Kingdom, 
and  by  the  means  of  the  treaty  which  we  expect  and  de- 
fire,) may  be  the  foundation  of  a  full  and  happy  a- 
greement  between  us,  and  of  the  future  peace  and 
fecurity  of  that  nation,  which  we  afTure  you  we  paf- 
fionately  defire  and  fhall  effectually  endeavour. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Caftle-Elizabeth^  in  our  Ifland 
of  Jerfey  the  nth  day  of  January  \d\^^  in  the 
firft  year  of  our  Reign. 

The  King  to  the  M.  of  Montrofe. 

RIGHT  trufty  and  right  entirely  beloved 
coufin,  we  greet  you  well.  An  Addrefs  hav- 
ing been  lately  made  to  us  from  Scotland  by  a  letter, 
(whereof  we  fend  you  the  copy  herewith)  wherein 
they  defire  that  we  fhould  acknowledge  their  Par- 
liament, and  particularly  the  two  laft  SefTions,  and 
thereupon  offer  to  fend  a  folemn  addrefs  to  us  for  a 

full 
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full  agreement :  We  have  in  anfwer  thereunto  re-  A.D.  1649 
turned  our  letters  to  them,  (a  copy  whereof  we  like- 
wife  fend  you  here  inclofed,)  by  which  we  have  ap- 
pointed a  fpeedy  time  and  place  for  their  Commif- 
fioners  to  attend  us  :  And  to  the  end  you  may  not 
apprehend  that  we  intend,  either  by  any  thing  con- 
tained in  thofe  letters,  or  by  the  treaty  we  expect, 
to  give  the  leaft  impediment  to  your  proceedings, 
we  think  fit  to  let  you  know,  that  as  we  conceive 
that  your  preparations  have  been  an  effectual  motive 
that  hath  induced  them  to  make  the  faid  addrefs 
to  us,  fo  your  vigorous  proceedings  will  be  a  good 
means  to  bring  them  to  fuch  moderation  in  the  faid 
treaty  as  probably  may  produce  an  agreement  and  a 
prefent  union  of  that  whole  nation  in  our  fervice. 
We  affure  you  therefore,  that  we  will  not,  before 
or  during  the  treaty,  do  any  thing  contrary  to  that 
power  and  authority  which  we  have  given  you  by 
our  Commiflion,  nor  confent  to  any  thing  that  may 
bring  the  lead  degree  of  diminution  to  it.  And  if 
the  faid  treaty  mould  produce  an  agreement,  we 
will  with  our  utmoft  care  fo  provide  for  the  honour 
and  intereft  of  yourfelf  and  of  all  that  mall  engage 
with  you,  as  (hall  let  the  world  fee  the  high  efteem 
we  have  of  vou,  and  our  full  confidence  in  that  e- 
minent  courage,  conduct  and  loyalty,  which  you 
have  always  exprefTed  to  the  King  our  late  dear  Fa- 
ther of  blefTed  memory,  and  to  us,  both  by  your 
actions  and  fufferings  for  our  caufe.  In  the  mean 
time  we  think  fit  to  declare  to  you,  that  we  have 
called  them  a  Committee  of  Eftates  only  in  order  to 
a  treaty,  and  for  no  other  end  whatfoever  :  and  if 
the  treaty  do  not  produce  an  agreement,  as  we  are 
already  afTured  that  the  calling  of  them  a  Committee 
of  Eftates  in  the  direction  of  a  letter  doth  neither  ac- 
knowledge them  to  be  legally  fo  nor  make  them 
fuch  •,  fo  we  mall  immediately  declare  to  all  our 
fubjects  of  Scotland  what  we  hold  them  to  be,  not- 
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A,T>  i649withftandirig  any  appellation  we  now  give  them, 
thereby  to  fatisfy  them  and  the  whole  world,  that 
we  den*  re  to  reduce  our  fubjects  of  that  Kingdom  to 
their  due  obedience  to  us  by  our  jufi  and  honour-* 
able  condefcenfions  and  by  all  endeavours  of  kindnefs 
and  favour  on  our  part,  rather  than  by  war  and 
hoftility,  if  their  unreafonable  demands  do  not  ne^ 
ceflitate  us  to  that,  as  to  the  only  way  and  remedy 
left  us.  We  require  and  authorize  you  there^ 
fore  to  proceed  vigoroufly  and  effectually  in 
your  undertaking,  and  to  act  in  all  things  in  order 
to  it,  as  you  mall  judge  moft  neceflary  for  the  fup^ 
port  thereof  and  for  our  fervice  in  that  way  ;  where^ 
in  we  doubt  not  but  all  our  loyal  and  well  affected 
fubjects  of  Scotland  will  cordially  and  effectually  join 
with  you ,  and  by  that  addition  of  ftrength,  either 
difpcfe  thofe  that  are  otherwife  minded  to  make 
reafonable  demands  to  us  in  the  treaty,  or  be  able 
to  force  them  to  it  by  arms  in  cafe  of  their  obftinate 
refusal.  To  which  end  we  authorize  you  to  com- 
municate and  publifh  this  our  letter  to  all  fuch  per- 
fons  as  you  mall  think  fit.  And  fo  we  bid  you 
heartily  farewel. 

Given  at  our  Court  in  Jerfey,   the  \\  day  of  J  a* 

nuary  i6-+5 


5  O' 


Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde, 

I  pray  be  pleafed  to  decipher  this  yourfelf 

A    LL  the  King's  hopes  of  affiftance  are,  as  I  am 

,/jL  informed, 

I.  From  the  M.  of  Montr  of  eh  endeavours  in  Den- 
mark,  Germany  and  other  parts  thereabouts ;  where 
(it's  faid)  he  will  raife  3000  men,  and  thefe  ( it*s 
hoped)  are  in  good  forward nefs. 

IJ.  The  King  of  Poland  hath  promifed  to  {end 

the 
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the  King  4000  men  at  his  own  charge  to  any  place  :  ^.£.1649 
but  in  this  I  have  no  great  belief. 

III.  The  Emperor  of  Mufcovy  (it's  hoped)  will 
fupply  the  King  with  about  8000/.  which  not  long 
fince  was  lent  him  by  the  late  King's  means. 

IV.  There  is  likewife  hopes,  that  the  King  of 
Spain  will  lend  his  Majefty  a  good  fum  of  money. 

V.  From  France  there  is  nothing  to  be  expected. 

VI.  From  Holland^  all  is  rather  againfl:  than  for 
the  King. 

VII.  The  Queen  of  Sweden  hath  furnifhed  the 
King  with  10000  arms  and  munition  proportiona- 
ble :  whereof  one  half  is  ailigned  to  the  M.  of  Mon- 
tr of  e  ;  the  other  is  defigned  for  Ireland ;  but  thefe 
are  engaged  for  above  1 000  /. 

Lord  Byron  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellence \ 

IG I V  E  you  this  farther  trouble  upon  the  occa- 
fion  of  my  Lord  Goring's  coming  to  this  town, 
fince  I  writ  my  former  letter  by  Col.  Rawlins.  His 
defign  is  to  go  from  hence  into  Spain  about  the  fet- 
tlement  of  a  penfion  promifed  him  there,  and  by 
the  way,  to  contribute  his  beft  endeavours  for  the 
flattening  of  fuch  fupplies  of  arms  and  money,  as 
we  hope  that  King  will  fend  into  Ireland.  He  pro- 
feffes  a  moft  paflionate  affection  to  ycur  Excellence's 
Perfon,  and  defires  rather  to  ferve  the  King  under 
your  command,  than  in  any  other  condition  what- 
ibever  •,  and  to  that  purpofe  intends  as  fbon  as  he 
hath  done  his  bufinefs  in  Spain ,  to  repair  to  you, 
without  any  thought  of  importuning  you  for  any 
commands,  (which  he  fuppofes  are  all  difpofed  of 
to  others)  but  only  to  ferve  as  a  Voluntier,  and  to 
have  the  honour  of  being  near  your  Perfon.  Nei- 
ther would  he  refolve  of  this,  till  he  had  acquainted 

A  a  4  my 
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AD. 1 649  my  Lady  Marchionefs  (now  prefent  here)  and  had 
her  approbation  in  it ;  being  pleafed  to  make  me  the 
inftrument  of  carrying  this  proportion  to  her,  and 
hath  now  fent  this  bearer  Col.  Marjh  a  very  honeft 
Gentleman,  and  one  that  hath  ferved  his  Majefty 
in  all  his  wars,  exprefly  to  your  Excellence,  both 
to  know  your  pleafure  in  that  particular,  and  to  re- 
ceive fuch  further  orders  as  you  fhall  pleafe  to  fend 
him  into  Spain,  where  he  ftays  till  Marjh  return  to 
him.  I  am  confident  my  Lord  Goring  may  be  fer- 
viceable  to  your  Excellence  in  many  refpects,  and 
therefore  have  rather  encouraged  him  in  this  his  re- 
folution,  than  any  ways  dehorted  him  from  it ;  and 
efpecially  becaufe  he  is  to  pafs  by  theSpanifh  Court, 
where  he  hath  fuch  habitudes  (by  reafon  of  the  fer- 
vice  both  his  father  and  he  hath  done  that  Crown) 
that  I  believe  may  produce  very  good  effects  in  re- 
lation to  the  affairs  of  Ireland  jS  it  pleafe  God  to  make 
your  Excellence  able  to  flay  for  them.  And  in  the 
mean  time  thofe  hopes  may  in  fome  meafure  cheer 
up  the  drooping  fpirits  of  the  people  there,  and  not 
make  them  think  themfelves  altogether  abandoned : 
and  truly,  my  Lord,  the  letters  I  have  lately  feen 
from  the  King's  Ambafiadors  in  Spain  y  give  not  on>- 
ly  hopes  but  affu ranees  of  a  very  noble  fupply  of 
money  from  that  Crown  >  which  the  King  hath  re^ 
jfblved  wholly  to  apply  to  the  relief  of  Ireland.  This 
is  all  I  have  to  fay  to  your  Excellence  at  this  time, 
and  am,  &c. 

Beauvcisy  March  ,\,  i6|~J. 

John  Byron. 


Mr. 
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Mk  Secretary  Long  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

HIS  Majefty,  though  not  recovered  out  of  the  jjytl 5^ 
aftonifhment  and  diftra&ion  which  his  Father's 
unfortunate  death  hath  brought  upon  him,  hath  his 
thoughts  fo  bent  upon  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  that 
he  hath  commanded  fuch  difpatches  to  be  made  to 
your  Lordfhip,  as  were  conceived  to  be  immediate- 
ly necefTary  for  the  fcrvice  of  that  kingdom.  I  fend 
here  inclofed  a  lift  of  the  difpatches,  which  I  have 
delivered  to  this  bearer  to  be  tranfmitted  to  your 
Excellency,  and  if  there  be  any  other  thing  necef- 
fary,  his  Majefty  hath  commanded  me  to  fignify  to 
your  Lordfhip,  that  it  mail  be  fent  to  you  upon  the 
firft  intimation  from  your  Lordfhip  of  the  neceflity 
of  it. 

There  is  a  man  here  called  lompfon,  who  came 
lately  out  of  Ireland,  and  doth  confidently  report, 
that  your  Excellency  hath  concluded  a  peace  with 
his  Majefty's  Roman  Catholick  fubjecls  -f  and  that 
there  is  an  exprefs  coming  to  advertife  the  fame  to 
his  Majefty.  This  is  a  great  comfort  to  us  in  the 
midft  of  many  and  great  misfortunes :  and  if  be 
true,  I  doubt  not  but  his  Majefty  will  be  fhortly  in 
Ireland ;  this  being  a  thing  that  he  hath  always  de- 
fired  to  have  effected  before  his  coming  into  that 
kingdom. 

We  do  not  well  know  what  prizes  Prince  Rupert 
hath  brought  with  him  into  Ireland :  but  his  Majefty 
hath  herewith  fent  a  warrant  to  Mr.  Fanfhaw  (who 
is  appointed  receiver  of  the  monies  arifing  by  the 
fale  of  prize  goods)  to  pay  ten  thoufand  pounds 
out  of  the  firft  monies,  to  be  difpofed  for  the  relief 
of  the  army  in  Munfter,  in  fuch  manner  as  your 
Lordfhip  mail  appoint, 

'Tis 
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^.D.1649  5Tis  now  three  weeks  fince  we  have  heard  from 
Paris :  and  the  King  hath  received  no  letter  or 
meflage  from  the  Queen,  fince  the  death  of  his  Fa- 
ther. I  fear  her  Majefty's  affliction  is  fo  great,  that 
fhe  is  not  capable  of  any  bufinefs.  We  hope  my 
Lord  Jermyn  will  be  fhortly  here. 

My  Lord  Lanerick  and  my  Lord  Lauderdale  are 
here  both  ;  as  likewife  the  Marquefs  of  Montrofe. 
There  is  yet  no  good  correfpondence  between  them  : 
but  there  is  hopes  they  will  be  reconciled  and  join 
in  that  courfe  that  mall  be  thought  beft  for  the 
King's  fervice  in  Scotland.  We  have  not  yet  heard 
from  Scotland :  it  is  thought  they  will  acknowledge 
and  declare  the  King ;  but  with  fuch  refervation 
and  reftrictions,  as  mail  keep  him  from  any  exercife 
of  power,  as  long  as  they  pleafe  ;  but  if  we  had 
Ireland,  I  mould  not  defpair  of  Scotland  in  a  fhort 
time  after. 

I  fend  your  Excellency  herewith  a  Commiflion, 
which  his  Majefty  hath  been  pleafed  to  grant  to 
Major-General  Monroe,  to  be  delivered  unto  him, 
if  you  fball  think  fit,  or  have  no  other  defign  upon 
that  part  of  the  kingdom;  his  Majefty  referring  it 
wholly  to  your  Lordfhip  to  do  therein,  as  you  mall 
think  beft  for  his  fervice. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  acquaint  your  Excellency 
withal ;  but  that  your  letter  of  the  fecond  of  Decern" 
her  is  now  decyphered  by  my  Lord  Digby's  cypher  ', 
a  copy  whereof  was  fent  us  from  France  upon  occa- 
fion  of  your  Lordfhip's  letter.  I  have  no  more  to 
add,  but  that  I  am  with  all  imaginable  devotion 
and  refpect, 

My  Lord, 

Tour  Excellency's,  &c. 

Hague,  March  1,  i6||. 

Robert  Long. 
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A  Lifl  of  the  Difpatches  fenU 
I.      A  Proclamation  to  confirm  Lord-Lieutenant,  A.D.  1649 

II.  General  Commiffion  to  confirm  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant, &c. 

III.  Large  Commiflion  confirming  former  Com- 
miflions,  &c. 

IV.  Letter  to  grant  Patents  to  Judges,  fs?r. 

V.  Letter  to  fwear  old  Councilors,  &c. 

VI.  To  pafs  a  Patent  of  Prefident  of  Munfter  to 
Lord  Incbiquiny  &c. 

VII.  To  pafs  a  Patent  of  Prefident  of  Connaught 
and  Galway  to  Marquefs  Clanricard*  &c. 

VIII.  To  recommend  new  Councellors,  &c. 

IX.  To  give  orders  for  a  Great  Seal  for  Ireland* 
&c. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency* 

Y  former  of  |4  °f  Febr.  fent  by  Sir  J.  Pre- 


M 


fton  acquainted  you  with  all  that  I  then  had 
worthy  your  knowledge.  The  King  is  now  gotten 
thus  far  on  his  way  towards  Breda^  where  the  Trea- 
ty with  the  Scots  is  appointed.  In  the  mean  time 
we  have  it  feveral  ways  that  the  M.  of  Montr  of e  is 
landed  in  Scotland  with  considerable  forces :  but 
having  no  Exprefs  from  him,  and  the  Prefbyterian 
Scots  affirming  the  contrary  with  much  confidence, 
we  reft  not  aflured  of  it,  though  many  credible  cir- 
cumftances  render  us  apt  to  believe  it.  The  peo- 
ple of  Scotland  in  general  are  (for  certain)  extremely 
well  affected  to  the  King,  and  rightly  difpoied  to  join 
with  the  M.  of  Montrofe,  as  foon  as  he  mail  appear 
in  that  kingdom  in  any  good  pofture  able  to  fecure 
their  rifing  ;  but  ibme  (not  without  reafon)  appre- 
hend, 


364         Original  Letters  and  Papers 

j£D.i649hend,  that  the  report  of  the  now  approaching  Trea- 
V^VN^ty  will  make  thofe  of  the  better  fort  forbear  to  ap- 
pear for  him,  until  they  ihall  fee  the  ifliie  of  this 
Treaty. 

My  Lady  Marchionefs  of  Ormonde  having  been 
here  to  kifs  the  Queen's  hands  during  his  Majefty's 
abode,  I  mall  forbear  to  give  you  the  trouble  of 
many  particulars,  which  I  prefume  you  will  have 
from  her  hands.  We  have  reafon  to  hope  that  his 
Majefty's  affairs  will  fucceed  well  in  Spain  through 
the  induftry  of  his  Ambafladors  there.  The  trou- 
bles in  France  are  not  fo  well  appeafed,  as  fome 
conceived  they  would  have  been  upon  the  reftraint 
of  the  Princes.  I  much  apprehend  that  the  Hol- 
landers will  at  length  unite  openly  with  the  rebels  of 
England  \  though  all  the  Proteftant  Princes  of  Ger- 
many abhor  and  detefl:  their  ways.  The  King  fays 
he  will,  when  he  arrives  in  Holland^  increafe  the 
number  of  his  Councellors  as  foon  as  he  can :  and 
truly  unlefe  he  mail  do  fo  and  unite  thofe  that  are 
of  his  Council,  I  cannot  expect  any  profperity  in 
his  affairs.  I  pray  be  pleafed  in  all  your  letters  to 
advife  his  Majefty  to  fettle  a  faithful  and  united 
Council  to  manage  his  great  affairs;  for  without  Jt 
none  of  his  party  in  England  will,  with  fo  great  ha- 
zard as  they  muft  run,  dare  to  appear.  I  muft  af- 
fure  your  Excellency  that  Mr.  Seymour  is  entirely 
your  fervant  and  as  folicitous  in  all  your  concern- 
ments as  is  poffible.  I  do  little  bufinefs,  nor  have 
any  heart  to  it,  being  his  Majefty  hath  not  a  form- 
ed Council,  and  acts  many  things  of  importance  by 
hands  that  few  honeft  men  will  confide  in.  The 
King  hath  not  above  thefe  three  months  received  any 
letters  from  P.  Rupert  till  lately  :  he  is  now  at  Us- 
bon  and  hath  many  rich  prizes,  but  the  King  hath 
received  no  money  from  him,  that  I  can  hear  of. 
The  Lord  Colepepper  is  at  length  gone  forwards  for 
Ruffta  in  his  ambafiage.    In  England  the  rebels  are 

full 
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full  of  fears  and  jealoufies :  which  God  increafe  and  ^D.1649 
profper  your  noble  endeavours,  which  js  the  prayer1 
of,  &V. 

Beauvais,  March  T*T,  16^%* 

E.  Nicholas- 

Mr.  Henry  Seymour  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellence, 

SINCE  my  laft  \7h1ch  mifcarried  in  the  difpatch 
his  Majefty  made  to  you,  I  have  not  till  this  pre- 
fent  met  with  an  opportunity  of  giving  you  an  ac- 
count of  thofe  commands  you  charged  me  with,never 
fince  my  arrival ;  which  was  fo  feafbnabie  as  to  inter- 
rupt the  breach  with  the  Scots :  which  was  in  a  very 
forward  way  of  effecting,  proceeding  from  the  mis- 
information of  your  fuccefles  in  Ireland ;  they  hav- 
ing remained  here  in  a  long  ignorance  of  all  paflages 
in  that  kingdom,  till  your  truer  reprefentation  from 
thence  by  me  not  only  changed  that  defign,  but 
gave  a  difpatch  in  two  days  to  Mr.  Windram  the 
Scots  Commiflioner,  which  he  had  in  vain  folicited 
fix  weeks  before  without  the  lead  advance.     Her 
Majefty  and  thofe  that  make  their  application  by  her 
give  great  hopes  of  a  fuccefsful  ifluefrom  this  Treaty* 
which  his  Majefty  is  now  in  purfuance  of  within  fix 
days  journey  of  Breda,  which  is  the  place  appointed, 
March  25,  N.  S. 

I  have  often  put  his  Majefty  in  mind  of  thofe 
fupplies  your  daily  wants  cry  out  for,  by  reprefent- 
ing  the  time  of  the  year  as  almoft  paft  for  fending : 
who  tells  me  he  hath  taken  the  beft  care  his  fad  con- 
dition will  give  leave.  The  particulars  you  will  un- 
derftand  from  Mr.  Secretary's  letter,  of  all  the  means 
there  propounded.  I  am  very  diffident  of  the  per- 
4  formance 
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A.  £>.  1649  formance  of  any,  except  that  from  Spain,  His  Ma- 
1  jefty  hath  a  mod  juft  fenfe  of  your  fervices,  and  the 
daily  difficulties  you  ftruggle  with  in  that  purfuance, 
and  your  further  endeavours,  by  the  proportion  you 
lately  made  to  him  about  the  reduction  of  Guernfey, 
which  he  conceives  to  be  of  that  confequence  in  the 
pofture  that  his  affairs  are  in  at  prefent,  that  next 
London  it  is  the  place  moil  to  be  defired,  and  hath 
at  that  rate  laboured  to  hire  mipping  for  the  tran- 
sporting of  thofe  men  you  promifed :  but  his  credit 
is  not  of  that  reputation  to  fpeed.  If  it  be  poflible 
to  fupply  his  failing  from  Ireland^  his  Majefty  will 
give  the  fines  of  all  the  delinquents  in  the  Ifland  to 
compafs  that  work,  which  my  information  tells  me 
did  amount  to  20,000  /.  in  Jerfey.  The  commirlion 
that  Lord  Percy  had  is  recalled,  and  his  Majefty  in- 
tends to  keep  it  in  his  hands  till  he  hear  from  you, 
whether  it  be  poflible  for  you  to  undertake  it  from 
thence.  Sir  E.  Nicholas ,  whofe  bufinefs  his  Majefty 
commanded  me  to  tell  you  was  done  at  your  re- 
queft,  and  to  whom  you  gave  me  leave  to  impart 
this  bufinefs  to,  has  command  from  his  Majefty 
to  write  to  you  at  large,  not  only  about  the  com- 
mand of  this  place,  but  of  all  fuch  fhips  and  frigates 
as  you  {hall  bring  with  you,  or  mail  come  in  to  you, 
as  abfolutely  as  P.  Rupert  has  from  the  D.  of  Tor k^ 
who  remains  ftill  at  Jerfey. 

This  Gentleman  Mr.  Rawlins  is  conceived  to  be 
a  perfon  well  affected  to  your  fervice*,  who  will  give 
an  account  of  all  paflages  from  hence,  particularly 
of  the  attempts  of  one  Rochfort  to  your  preju- 
dice, who  did  not  want  abettors  of  his  ridicu- 
lous proportions.  I  mail  only  make  you  acquainted 
with  one  of  his  Maje^y's  expreflions,  that  may  not 
only  ferve  for  anfwer  to  this,  but  an  affurance  a- 
gainft  any  thing  of  like  endeavour  hereafter ;  which 
was,  Tbeyfhouldasfoon  remove  a  rock,  as  leffenany  part 
of  that  high  ejleem  he  had  of  you  ^  or  any  of  that  power 
4  .  be 
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be  had  given  you.     I  only  beg  the  fame  juftice  from  A.D.  1649 
your  Excellence  in  believing  me,  &c. 

Beawvais  in  our  way  to  Breda,  HEN.    SEYMOUR. 

March  15,    1649. 

I  had  forgot  in  my  letter  to  advertife  you  that  the 
Parliament  had  landed  500  men  at  Guernfey.  The 
engagement  is  more  preffed  than  ever  in  England  ; 
fequeftration  to  follow  the  refufers  :  and  it  is  ad- 
vertifed  from  very  good  hands  a  maflacre  is 
much  feared,  by  a  fecret  preparation  of  dark  lan- 
thorns  and  other  materials  proper  for  fo  devilifh  a 
defign.  If  the  Scots  do  not  meet  at  Breda,  cf 
which  there  is  a  rumour,  or  if  the  treaty  fucceeded 
not,  his  Majefly  is  refolved  to  lofe  no  more  time 
in  idlenefs  ;  and  therefore  mull  either  go  to  you 
or  to  my  Lord  Montrofe  in  Scotland  ;  his  own  in- 
clinations lean  to  the  firft ;  but  a  powerful  inte- 
reft  prefs  the  other,  whofe  game  lies  another  way, 

Mr.  Secretary  Long  to  the  M.  0/*  Ormonde, 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

YOUR  Excellency  will  receive  by  this  Gentle- 
man Mr.  Rawlins,  a  full  information  of  the 
prefent  ftate  and  refolutions  of  this  Court,  and  will 
-underftand  his  Majefty's  mind  in  all  things,  by  his 
own  letters  and  inftrudtions. 

The  King  and  Queen  are  now  at  Beauvais,  a 
town  about  1 6  leagues  from  Paris,  whither  his  Ma- 
jefty  is  come  to  meet  the  Queen  in  his  journey  from 
Jerfey  to  Breda,  to  which  place  he  is  now  going  to 
meet  Commiflioners  from  Scotland,  if  any  come,  of 
which  we  are  not  yet  certain :  and  I  am  fure  many 
here  have  not  being  wanting  to  interpofeall  the  impe- 
diments, and  to  give  all  the  interruptions  they  could 

to 
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-rf./>.  1 649  to  hjs,  Majefty^s  negotiations  with  the  Scots;  and 
J-OT^  amongft  the  reft  have  caufed  a  letter  to  be  printed, 
which  his  Majefty  writ  to  the  Marquefs  of  Mon- 
trofe^  as  he  did  to  your  Excellency,  upon  occafion 
of  his  intention  to  treat  with  that  nation ;  which, 
though  proper  enough  to  be  faid  to  my  Lord  of 
Montrofe  upon  that  occafion,  was  very  unfit  to  be 
publifhed,  and  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  kept 
fecret.  But  his  Majefty  commanding  me  to  give  one 
copy  of  it,  it  is  by  fome  practice  printed  in  three 
languages,  with  very  great  difadvantage  to  the  King 
by  the  ufe  the  rebels  of  England  make  of  it. 

His  Majefty  hath  commanded  me  to  fignify  to 
your  Excellency,  that  he  hath  a  defire  to  have 
his  goods  formerly  fent  into  Ireland  returned  back 
to  him  again :  and  In  treats  your  Excellency,  if 
you  can  have  means  to  do  it,  to  fend  them  into 
any  part  of  Holland ;  fo  that  it  may  be  done  with- 
out any  diflatisfaction  or  apprehenfion  of  the  army 
or  his  Majefty's  fubje&s  of  that  kingdom,  who  it 
may  be  are  in  expectation  of  his  Majefty's  repair  in- 
to Ireland^  and  will  take  the  fending  back  of  thefe 
goods  as  an  argument  to  the  contrary.  And  there- 
fore his  Majefty  leaves  it  to  your  Excellency  to  do 
it,  or  not  do  it,  as  you  mall  find  it  convenient  or 
inconvenient. 

I  humbly  beg  your  Excellency's  pardon  for  hav- 
ing forgotton  to  advertife  you  of  a  particular  that 
paft  fome  time  fince,  and  I  conceive  is  neceflary  for 
you  to  know.  It  is,  that  when  the  King  was  laft  at 
St.  Germains,  by  the  motion  and  mediation  chiefly 
of  Sir  George  Ratcliff^  his  Majefty  granted  to  Doc- 
tor TirreU  who  was  formerly  a  kind  of  Agent  for 
the  fupreme  Council  in  France^  the  like  authority 
that  he  formerly  had  for  them,  with  reference  prin- 
cipally to  do  fervice  to  Irifh  vefTels  that  ftiould  come 
into  the  ports  of  France.  If  your  Excellency  be  not 
fatisfied  of  the  thing,  nor  of  the  peifgn,  if  you  pleafc 

to 
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to  fignify  your  mind  in  a  word  or  two   to  me,  14.D>i60 
mall  find  an  expedient   to  revoke   that  authority.  ^^V^ 
The  man  profeffes  much  to  you  ;  but  I  take  him  to 
be  a  knave. 

There  is  a  particular  that  concerns  Henry  Sey* 
mour,  which  his  Majefty  hath  commanded  me  to 
recommend  to  you  :  it  is  that,  in  the  letter  he 
brought  to  your  Excellency  concerning  the  Garter^ 
he  is  made  but  a  Deputy  upon  the  matter  to  Sir 
Edward  Walker,  contrary  to  cuftom  as  hath  been 
fince  conceived,  and  to  the  undervalue  of  Mr.  Sey- 
mour as  he  apprehends,  fome  of  his  quality  having 
fince  refufed  to  carry  the  Garter  to  others,  but  by 
an  immediate  authority  from  the  King,  without  any 
relation  to  Sir  Edward  Walker,  or  mention  of  him > 
and  have  accordingly  obtained  the  fame.  His  fuit 
to  your  Excellency  is,  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
burn  that  letter  you  received  by  him,  and  to  accept 
this  now  fent  without  a  date,  fo  that  you  may 
make  it  of  the  fame  date  with  the  former  ;  which 
his  Majefty  defires  and  authorifes  you  to  do. 

My  Lady  Marquefs  of  Ormonde  and  my  Lady 
Isabella  Tbynne  came  from  Caen  to  this  place  with 
the  King,  to  wait  upon  the  Queen,  and  are  not 
yet  returned  *,  but  I  think  intend  to  be  gone  the 
beginning  of  the  next  week. 

I  mould  write  more  freely  and  more  fully  of 
all  particulars,  if  I  did  not  afture  myfelf,  that  my 
Lady  Ormonde  will  give  your  Excellency  an  account 
of  all  things  here,  me  being  particularly  informed 
and  inftructed  in  all  things  fit  for  your  knowledge. 

The  King  is  advertifed  by  letters  from  Prince 
Rupert,  dated  at  the  end  of  December  laft,  that 
he  had  then  at  Lisbon  fo  many  prizes  as  would 
yield  him  40,000/.  fterlmg.  The  King  hath  writ- 
ten to  him  to  fend  10,000/.  in  money,  arms  and 
ammunition  to  your  Excellency  :  but  I  cannot  give 
you  any  hopes  to  expe&  it,  fince  the  like  order  was 
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^.Z>.  1649  given  the  laft  year,  when  much  more  was  taken 
^"Y~\j  than  now,   without  any  performance  of  it. 

I  have  ktn  Lieutenant  General  Farr all's  letter  to 
the  King  by  Mr.  Rochford  -,  and  find  nothing  cre- 
dential in  it  at  all,  but  only  civilities  and  profefllons 
of  duty  to  the  King. 

There  have  been  very  great  and  remarkable 
changes  of  late  in  this  State  of  France.  The  Prince 
of  Conde,  the  Prince  of  Conty  his  Brother,  and  the 
Duke  of  Longueville,  three  of  the  greatest  Perfons, 
are  allimpfifoned,  and  their  Governments  difpofed 
to  others.  Monfieur  Seguier  the  late  Chancellor  is 
retired,  and  Monfieur  de  Chafteauneuf  in  his  place. 
Madam  de  Chevreufe  and  Mr.  de  Beaufort  are  now 
the  great  Perfons  at  Court,  and  are  both  paffionate- 
ly  inclined  to  the  Peace  between  France  and  Spain ; 
and  indeed  all  the  party  of  the  late  Fronde urs  are 
for  peace,  and  are  now  the  party  in  credit  at  Court. 
The  Duke  of  Bouillon^  the  Marfhal  de  'Turenne  his 
Brother,  and  fome  others  are  ftill  in  arms  in  favour 
of  the  imprifoned  Princes  :  but  the  Court  is  re- 
moved towards  them,  in  hope  by  the  King's  pre- 
fence  to  pacify  all  things  there,  with  the  like  fuc- 
cefs  that  they  have  done  the  fame  thing  in  Nor- 
mandy. 

Our  Embafladors  in  Spain  give  us  great  afTuran- 
ces,  that  that  Court  is  very  well  difpofed  to  a  peace ; 
and  all  here  profefs  the  fame  ;  and  yet  a  means 
cannot  be  found  out  to  bring  them  to  a  treaty. 

I  humbly  beg  your  Excellency's  pardon  for  this 
tedious  letter,  and  fhall  ever  remain, 

Tour  Excellency9 s>  &c. 

Beauvais,  March  jf, 

l65°-  Robert  Long* 
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The  King  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde*  ^V^ 

CHARLES  R. 

RIGHT  trufty  and  entirely  beloved  Coufin  and 
Councellor  we  greet  you  well.  Having 
throughly  weighed  the  prudent  propofitions  you 
fent  us  by  Henry  Seymour  concerning  the  reducing  of 
our  Ifland  of  Guemefey,  which  at  prefent  ftands 
out  in  rebellion  againft  us  ;  we  do  not  only  very 
well  approve  thereof,  but  in  order  thereunto  have 
employed  feveral  perlons  to  fee  if  a  competent  pro- 
portion of  fhipping  might  have  been  hired  for 
tranfpcrting  from  Ireland  to  Guemefey  two  thoufand 
or  two  thoufand  five  hundred  landmen  ;  but  find  it 
altogether  impofiible  for  us  in  thefe  parts  to  procure 
fo  much  fhipping.  Wherefore  that  fo  advantageous 
and  important  a  proportion  as  this  you  have  made 
for  reducing  that  Ifland  may  not  come  to  nothing, 
we  have  thought  good  by  thefe  our  letters,  (ex- 
prefly  fent  by  this  bearer)  to  defire  you  to  ufe  your 
betl:  induftry  and  endeavours  to  get  (if  it  be  poffible) 
in  Ireland  a  fufficient  number  of  veffels  for  tran£ 
porting  of  the  faid  men  into  Guemefey  :  and  we 
engage  ourfelves,  that  if  by  your  means  and  induf- 
try  our  faid  Ifland  mall  be  reduced,  we  will  not 
only  confer  the  government  of  the  fame  upon  you, 
but  alfo  all  the  confifcations  and  forfeitures  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  ifland  towards  reimburfement 
and  fatisfaction  of  your  charge  and  hazard  in  re- 
ducing thereof.  And  whereas  for  your  better  ef- 
fecting of  that  defign,  it  will  be  neceffary  for  the 
mips  you  fend  with  the  faid  forces  to  put  into  the 
road  of  Jerfey  ;  we  mail  prefently  give  directions 
to  our  dearer!  brother  the  Duke  of  Torki  (who 
now  refides  at  Jerfey,  and  will  continue  there  for 
fome  months)  to  caufe  all  poffible  afliftance  to  be 
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.Z>.i649given  to  the  perfons  you  mail  entruft  with  the  exe- 
cution of  that  defign.  And  we  will  likewife  fend 
him  a  warrant  and  order  directed  to  the  prefent 
Governor  in  Cornet  caftle  in  our  ifle  of  Guernefey, 
requiring  him  not  only  to  give  fuch  as  you  mall 
employ  in  that  fervice  his  beft  afliftance  in  that  de- 
fign, but  to  deliver  into  their  hands  the  command 
and  poffeflion  of  that  caftle,  and  to  receive  fuch 
forces  as  the  commander  you  fhall  fend  with  them 
fhall  direct,  in  order  to  the  taking  of  the  faid 
ifland  :  not  doubting  but  you  will  vigoroufly  purfue 
what  you  have  fo  affectionately  propofed,  and 
which  may  be  of  fo  great  importance  for  our  fer- 
vice ;  which  muft  now  be  put  into  execution  with 
all  fecrecy  and  expedition,  left  the  fhipping  of  the 
rebels  of  England  ihould  prevent  you.  And  for 
the  further  encouragement  of  yourfelf  and  thofe 
who  fhall  aflift  you  in  this  important  enterprize ; 
we  hereby  promife,  that  in  cafe  you  fliall  reduce  our 
faid  ifland  of  Guernefey,  (which  will  be  a  work  of 
fingular  advantage  to  our  fervice)  we  will  take  effec- 
tual order,  that  you  fhall  have  a  fufficient  commif- 
fion  and  powers  from  our  dear  brother  the  Duke  of 
York,  and  to  have  under  your  particular  command 
all  fuch  fhips,  frigats  and  veffels,  as  well  Irifh  as 
others,  as  fhall  put  themfelves  under  you,  or  as 
you  fhall  be  able  to  draw  thither  unto  you,  with 
fuch  liberty  and  privileges  as  are  due  to  the  Admi- 
ral of  any  fquadron.  We  had  acquainted  this 
bearer  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rawlins,  (whom  we 
employed  about  this  fervice)  with  feveral  particulars 
to  be  by  you  confidered  of  in  purfuance  of  this 
defign,  and  defire  you  accordingly  to  give  credit  to 
him.  Given  at  our  Court  at  Beauvais,  March  —j, 
in  the  fecond  year  of  our  Reign  16- 
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Mr.  Secretary  Long  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pie  of e  your  Excellency r, 

SINCE  the  difpatch  of  Matter  Rawlins  from 
Beauvais,  his  Majefty  is  arrived  at  this  town 
of  Breda,  to  meet  the  Scots  Commiffioners,  who 
are  likewife  come,  being  the  perfons  named  in  the 
inclofed  note.  Yefterday  they  delivered  their  let- 
ters, one  from  the  Committee  of  Eftates,  the 
other  from  the  Aflembly  of  the  Church  •,  and 
gave  in  copies  of  their  refpective  commimons  and 
authorities,  which  are  in  their  ufual  and  accuftomed 
language.  At  the  delivery  of  them  one  of  the 
Minifters  made  a  long  fpeech  to  the  King,  wherein 
there  was  nothing  extraordinary,  but  the  tone  of 
the  fpeaker  and  manner  of  the  delivery,  being 
fuch  as  our  ears  have  not  been  accuftomed  to. 
Since  his  Majefty's  arrival  in  this  place,  he  hath  re- 
ceived two  letters  from  your  Excellency,  one  of 
the  fecond,  the  other  of  the  1 5th  of  February  laft : 
and  I  have  received  feveral  letters  from  Mr.  Fan- 
paw,  which  though  of  fomething  an  older  date, 
give  an  exact  and  faithful  account  of  the  ftate 
of  things  in  that  Kingdom,  and  of  the  mutual 
jealourles  between  the  Englifti  and  Irifh.  There 
appears  to  me  no  imaginable  way  how  his  Majefty 
can  make  a  diverfion  of  the  rebels  forces  from 
Ireland ,  but  by  a  conjunction  with  the  Scots.  We 
have  no  foreign  forces,  nor  money  to  raife  them  ; 
and  if  we  had,  it  will  be  difficult  to  get  fhipping 
to  tranfport  them,  (fince  Prince  Rupert  with  the 
King's  Fleet  is  ftill  at  Lisbon ,  and  not  like  to  come 
into  thefe  feasj  but  efpecially,  becaufe  the  rebels 
are  fo  ftrong  both  by  fea  and  land,  that  it  will  be 
extreamly  difficult  to  make  a  defcent  in  England. 
Befides  an  entire  body  of  foreign  forces,  (though 
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^.#.1649  fome  foreign  horfe  may  be  necefiary)  will  be  ex- 
^•■yv^  tren  ely   difagreeable    to    the  Er.glifh.      All   the 
King's  friends  in  England  advife  the  King  to  agree 
with  the  Scots,  and  almoft  all  other  fober  men  are 
of  the  fame  opinion,  becaufe  from  Scotland  an  army 
may  eafily  march   into   England,   and  are  fure  (if 
they  come  under  the  King?s  title)  to   find  a  confi- 
derable   party  to  alfift  them.     The  only  difficulty 
will  be  to  moderate  the  Scots  demands  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  Covenant,  that  they  do  not  rigidly  infifl 
upon  it,  fo  far  as  it  hath  relation  to  England  and 
Ireland  •,  the  obligation  thereof  not  being  vifible  to 
be  reconciled  to  that  which  his  Majefty  is  already 
obliged  to  make   good  to   the  Irifh  nation,  and 
from  which  I  am  confident  he  will  never  recede  in 
the  leaft  degree.     I  the  rather  fear  they  will  be  rigo- 
rous in  their  demands,  becaufe  the  Rebels  of  Eng- 
land make  them  large  offers  to  divert  them  from 
agreeing  with  the  King,  as  200,000/.  ready  mo- 
ney, Berwick  and  Carlijle  to  be  delivered  to  them, 
fettling  prefbyterian   Government,   and  defending 
with  their  Navy  the  Scots  trade  and  commerce  by 
fea,  with  other  confiderable  advantages.   Thefe  dif- 
ficulties are  in  the  way  of  our  agreement.     I  be- 
feech  God  to  a  (lift  us  in  it,  that  we  may  ufe  all  ne- 
cefiary care  and  prudence  to  bring  on  a  happy  con- 
clufion. 

As  I  was  a  writing  this  letter,  Mr.  Rocbfori 
(who  is  at  large  mentioned  in  the  former  difpatch) 
came  into  my  chamber,  and  informed  me  that  he 
hath  propofed  to  the  King  the  engaging  of  the 
Fort  of  Duncannon  for  the  railing  of  money,  and 
faith  he  hath  found  perfons  that  will  furnifh  a  confi- 
derable fum  upon  it.  I  can  yet  give  no  further 
account  of  this  matter.  I  believe  the  money  will 
be  neceffary,  if  it  be  rightly  applied  :  and  I  know 
that  my  Lord  of  Muskerry  hath  an  authority  of 
this  nature  %   but  I  know  not  how  convenient  it 
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may  be  to  engage  this  place,  and  ihall  endeavour  &  o  <  649 
that  no  ufe  be  made  of  this  to  undermine  your ' 
Excellency's  authority,  which  I  know  to  be  the 
fureft  foundation  of  his  Majefty's  interefts.     I  have 
not  time  to  write  more,  but  that    I   am  and  will 
continue  with  inviolable  devotion  and  refpecl;, 

Tour  Excellency's,  &c. 

Breda  t   March  |§, 

^50.  Robert  Long. 


Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

I  Had  the  honour  lately  to  receive  the  duplicate  0^.2X1650 
your  Excellency's  letter  of  laft  January  25,  and 
have  accordingly  prefented  your  Lordfhip'sto  hisMa- 
jefty  who  is  very  fenfible  of  the  fad  condition  where- 
to you  are  reduced  for  your  loyalty  by  the  word  of 
rebels.  HisMajefty  hath  not  only  commanded  me  to 
fatisfy  part  of  that  debt  your  Excellency  mentions 
out  of  the  firft  confiderable  fum  he  fhall  receive :  but 
will  write  by  the  next  exprefs  to  Prince  Rupert  to 
take  fome  courfe  to  pay  it  alfo.  But  I  may  not  for- 
bear to  let  your  Lordfhip  underftand  in  truth,  that 
his  Majefty  is  in  a  very  ftrange  neceflity  ;  infomuch 
as  if  he  had  not  by  an  accident  met  with  an  Englifh 
merchant  that  lent  him  200/.  he  muft  in  his  jour- 
ney hither  have  (laid  on  the  way  after  he  came  out 
of  France  for  want  of  money,  and  he  continues  ftill 
fo  neceflitous,  as  at  the  prefent  he  lives  wholly  at 
the  charge  of  his  fifter  here.  There  are  (it's  true) 
many  folicitors  in  hand  to  negotiate  for  money  in 
feveral  places ;  but  I  have  not  yet  f&tn  any  confide- 
rable fruit  of  their  negotiations.  From  Spain  we 
have  nothing  but  words  of  companion  and  hopes. 
From  Prince  Rupert  there  is  an  exprefs  newly  come 
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J.D. 1 650  that  tells  us  he  hath  taken  many  prizes  but  cannot 
vend  them.  His  fleet  was,  when  the  meffenger  came 
from  Lisbon ,  ready  to  fet  fail  towards  the  Str  eights  ; 
fo  as  thence  nothing  (he  fays)  can  be  expected;  but 
my  hope  is  that  his  Highnefs  may  fend  you  fome 
money  for  Ireland. 

'  The  duplicate  of  your  letter  to  the  King  of  lad 
December  24,  being  written  in  my  cypher,  I  re- 
ceived not  till  the  29th  of  March  laft,  and  herein 
•you  will  receive  his  Majefty's  order  as  you  defired, 
I  fhall  by  other  ways  fend  a  duplicate  thereof  and 
v/ill  keep  a  triplicate  of  it  by  me  for  your  Excellen- 
cy, that  if  the  other  fail,  I  may  preferve  one  for  you. 
The  treaty  here  is  newly  begun.  The  Scots  pro- 
portions are  as  high  and  unreafonable  as  ever,  and 
fuch  as  if  they  mail  not  moderate  them  very  much, 
I  doubt  there  will  be  no  happy  agreement,  though 
his  Majefty  and  all  about  him  have  very  good  in- 
clinations to  make  an  agreement  upon  honourable 
terms.  The  King  hath  lately  fworn  of  his  Privy- 
Council  here  the  Dukes  of  Buckingham  and  Hamil* 
ton,  and  the  M.  of  Newcafile.  The  M.  of  Montr ofe 
arrived  about  a  month  fince  in  Orkney  for  certain  ; 
what  force  he  hath  there  is  varioufly  reported;  but  the 
King  expects  every  day  an  exprefs  from  him.  You 
have  there,  I  prefume,  more  fpeedy  and  certain  news 
from  England  than  we  have  here.  We  rarely  receive 
any  advertifement  from  Ireland  but  what  comes  by 
the  way  of  England,  which  is  flow  and  veryuncertain. 
I  mail  add  no  more  to  your  Excellency's  trouble  at 
prefent,  but  that  I  am  conftantly  and  entirely,  &V. 

Breda,  April  j|-  1650. 

Edw.  Nicholas. 

As  I  was  doling  this,  there  came  hither  a  letter  from 
a  good  hand  from  Morlais  in  France,  advertife- 
irjg  that  the  Liut^nant  Colonel  and  fome  other 
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Officers  and  foldiers  of  the  Irifh  regiment  now  \xiAD.\6$o 
Stilly  had  a  confpiracy  to  have  murdered  Sir  John  ^VN) 
Grenvile  his  Majefty's  Governor  of  that  place, 
and  to  have  feized  it  and  delivered  it  to  the  re- 
bels of  England  who  hadfhips  which  lay  hovering 
thereabouts  at  the  time  that  this  treachery  was  to 
have  been  executed  *,  but  it  being  two  or  three 
days  before  happily  difcovered,  there  have  been 
five  or  fix  Officers  and  foldiers  put  to  death  for  it 
by  fentence  of  a  Council  of  war  ;  and  all  there  is 
now  (God  be  thanked)  well  fettled.  By  this  you 
fee  that  it's  not  only  the  Englifh  that  are  friends 
to  the  rebels  of  England. 

Order  inclofed. 

CHARLES  R. 

RIGHT  trufty  and  entirely  beloved  Coufin  and 
Councellor  we  greet  you  well.     Confidering 
the  great  ftreights  and  extremities  you  may  be  put 
unto  as  well  by  the  prevalent  power  of  the  rebels,  as 
through  the  diffractions  and  difunion  of  our  forces 
in  that  Kingdom,  we  have  thought  good  by  thefe 
our  letters  to  require  and  command  you,  if  neither 
the  fupplies  of  money,  arms  and  munition  which  we 
have  by  feveral  reiterated  orders  commanded  to  be 
fent  you,  fhall  arrive  there  fo  timely  as  to  fupply 
your  wants,  or  that  there  fhall  be  no  considerable 
divcrfions  in  England^  which  is  likewife  our  fpecial 
care  and  endeavour  to  procure,  that  then  if  you 
fhall  be  by  neceffity  forced  thereunto,  you   with- 
draw yourfelf  and  make  your  repair  to  us,  laying 
as  good  a  foundation  as  you  can  in  fo  great  an  extre- 
mity for  fome  new  attempts  hereafter  in  that  our 
Kingdom,  whenfoever  it  fhall  pleafe  God  to  enable 
us  to  redeem  our  fubje&s  there  from  the  tyranny 
and  ufurpation  they  may  for  the  prefent  be  com- 
pelled 
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J.D.  1 650  pelled  to  comply  withal.  And  as  we  leave  it  to 
VY^  your  difcretion,  judgment  and  affection  to  us  and  the 
good  of  our  affairs  to  take  your  own  time  when  to 
withdraw  yourfelf :  fo  we  will  that  you  do  not  de- 
fer it  fo  long  as  unnecenarily  to  hazard  your- 
felf, whofe  counfel  and  afliftance  in  future  fervice 
may  be  of  fo  great  importance  for  the  recovery  of 
that  our  Kingdom,  when  it  mail  pleafe  God  better 
to  enable  us  for  it.  And  in  your  fo  doing  this  fhall 
be  your  fufficient  warrant. 

Given  at  Breda  the  1 2th  day  of  Aprils  in  the  fecond 
year  of  our  reign  1650. 


Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency , 

T  Herein  fend  you  a  duplicate  of  his  Majefty's  and 
•*■  my  former  letters  to  your  Lordfhip,    which  I 
hope  will  be  with  you  before  this.      The  inclofed 
from  Orkney  will  fhew  you  what  advertifement  is 
come  lately  from  the  M.  of  Montr  ofe,  who  was  fafe- 
ly  arrived  with  his  forces  in  Scotland  before  the 
meflenger  that  brought  this  letter  parted  from  Ork- 
ney,    Your  Excellency  will  do  well  to  advertife  my 
Lord  Montrofe  of  your  prefent  condition,  and  to 
correfpond  with  him,  if  you  are  in  any  condition 
and  have  means  to  do   it.      But  I  muft  tell  your 
Lordfhip,  we  here  apprehend  your  Excellency  is  in 
a  very  weak  and  diftracted  condition,  and  I  doubt 
his  Majefty  will  not  fuddenly  be  able  to  help  you. 
I  cannot  give  you  any  particular   account  of  the 
treaty  here ;    the  Lord  Hopton  and  myfelf  having 
been  fet  afide  as  to  that  bufinefs  ever  fince  the  firft 
day  that  the  debate  thereof  was  entered  upon  at  the 
Council-board ;  where  we  delivered  our  advice  ful- 
ly and  clearly,  that  the  King  ought  not  to  approve 

or 
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or  allow  of  the  League  and  Covenant  of  any  fort,  AD.  1650 
either  in  Scotland  or  in  any  of  his  other  Kingdoms,  ^Y"^ 
though  he  might  give  way  to  the  national  Covenant 
in  Scotland  only.     Ever  fince  that  time  the  treaty 
hath  been  folely  managed  by  the  three  new  Coun- 
cilors here  mentioned  in  my  former  letter  and  Mr. 
Long,  without  calling  either  of  us  any  more  to  it ; 
becaufe  (  as  the  Scots  a  Hedged  )  we  argued  at  the 
Board  in  that  bufinefs.     But  they  will  not  fay  we 
are  either  of  the  M.  of  Argyle's  or  Hamilton's  party: 
and  if  it  be  an  offence  to  be  zealous  for  the  King's 
party,  we  are  happy  to  be  fo  excluded.     I  cannot 
fend  you  a  copy  of  the  Scots  proportions,  they  be- 
ing indeed  fo  unreafonable  (to  fay  no  worfe  of  them) 
as  they  are  kept  from  being  publiihed.     But  to  tell 
your  Lordfhip  my  opinion  upon  the  whole,  I  am 
very  confident  the  King  and  thefe  Scots  cannot  pof- 
fibly  agree  on  thefe  propositions,  unlefs  their  Com- 
miflioners  have  more  power  to  recede  from  them 
than  I  ever  knew  given  to  any  of  their  Commiflion- 
ers.     The  King  hath  told  me  often  and  lately  very 
refolutely,  that  he  will  never  condefcend  to  any  thing 
prejudicial  to  the  agreement  your  Excellency  hath 
made  with  the  Irifh  Catholicks,  or  to  that  Nation, 
and  I  am  confident  his  Majefty  will  therein  be  very 
fteady.     The  thing  called  a  new  Parliament  in  Scot- 
land being  fhortly  to  begin,  the  power  of  thefe  Com- 
miflioners  (being  derived  only  from  a  Committee  of 
Eftates)  will  ceafe,  fo  as  we  ihall  within  a  few  days 
fee  the  iffue  of  this  treaty.     I  confefs  I  have  great 
apprehenfions  upon  fome  obfervations  of  the  late 
carriage  of  the  Scots  and  of  the  proceedings  in  Eng- 
land that  there  is  a  perfect  underftanding  between 
thofe  now  prevalent  in  Scotland  and  the  bloody  ty- 
rants in  England :    God  grant  my  jealoufy  may  be 
vain.     I  hear  there  is  a  defign  in  the  now  rulers  a- 
bout  the  King  to  get  his  Majefty  to  make  me  Em- 
baflador  in  Holland,  but  I  am  meditating  to  retire  ; 

I  find 
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^.D.16501  find  myfelf  fo  much  differing  in  opinion  from  the 
^-^V^w^  great  managers  of  affairs  now  here,  as  I  mail  not  be 
able  to  do  his  Majefty's  fervice.  We  expect  daily 
letters  from  Prince  Rupert,  but  have  not  of  late  had 
any  thing  of  certainty  from  him.  There  is  here  one 
Fitzmaurice,  brother-in-law  to  one  Major  Purcell, 
that  expreffes  himfelf  to  be  no  fervant  of  your  Ex- 
cellency's, and  if  he  were  in  any  of  his  Majefty's 
Dominions  he  would  receive  the  punifhment  he  de- 
ferves  ;  for  his  Majefty  underftands  very  well  his 
malice  to  your  Lordmip.  For  the  news  from 
France,  I  have  fent  you  an  extract  of  what  his  Ma- 
jefty's Refident  there  hath  written  to  me  concerning 
your  noble  and  hopeful  fon  the  Lord  Offbry's  for- 
wardnefs  to  vindicate  the  honour  of  our  nation, 
God  fend  your  Excellency  much  comfort  in  all  yours, 
and  a  happy  iffue  out  of  your  great  diffractions. 
So  prays,  &c. 

Breda,  May  t\  1650. 

Edw.  Nicholas, 


Relation  of  the  Battle  between  the  Scots  and 
Cromwell  at  Dunbar. 

CADWELL  a  meffenger  of  the  army,  who 
was  upon  the  place  relates,  that  on  the  31ft 
of  Auguft  being  Saturday  he  came  into  the  Frith  a- 
bout  two  of  the  clock  as  high  as  Mufcleburgh,  when 
all  the  fhips  were  hoifting  fail  (having  taken  in  the 
fick  men)  to  go  to  Dunbar,  and  my  Lord  was  at 
Pr  eft  en- Pannes,  from  whence  he  fent  for  the  Packet- 
boat  ;  but  in  the  mean  time,  the  enemy  fell  into 
Prefton-Pannes,  fo  as  the  meffenger  was  fain  to  go 
back  unto  the  Packet-boat.  The  fame  night  the 
Lord  General  marched  to  Haddington,  and  quartere4 
In  that  town  the  whole  army,  and  the  enemy  drew 

down 
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down  with  400  horfe,  with  400  mufketeers  behind  A.D.i6$& 
them  to  give  an  alarm,  their  whole  army  lying  with-  ^-OT^ 
in  a  mile  of  ours. 

On  Sunday  morning  the  Drums  beat,  and  our 
army  marched  to  Dunbar,  the  enemy  with  their 
whole  army  preffing  clofe  to  the  rear  of  ours  with- 
in a  mile,  and  fometimes  within  half  a  mile  of  ours. 
Their  army  confifted  of  eighteen  regiments  of  foot, 
which  together  with  horfe  made  as  (themfelves  fay) 
27000  •,  our  army  being  but  12000. 

On  that  night  our  army  marched  to  Dunbar,  and 
the  enemy  following  them  clofe,  drew  up  their 
whole  army  on  a  great  and  high  hill  within  a  mile 
of  the  town,  our  army  ftanding  in  battalia  in  the 
town  fields,  between  the  Scotifh  army  and  the  town 
ready  to  engage.  Our  train  was  then  in  the  Church- 
yard, the  Church  ftanding  at  the  town's  end,  being 
fifty  yards  from  any  houfe  towards  Berwick,  but  the 
fame  night  the  train  was  taken  out  of  the  Church- 
yard again  and  placed  at  a  farm-houfe  in  the  middle 
of  the  fields  where  the  army  lay. 

Next  morning  being  Monday,  before  fun  rifing 
the  enemy  drew  down  part  of  their  army  to  the 
foot  of  the  hill  towards  our  army  who  had  not  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  fea  to  fea :  the  Lord  General, 
Major  General  Lambert,  and  Lieutenant  General 
Fleetwood,  fpent  moft  of  Monday  in  drawing  our 
army  (in  the  ground  where  they  flood)  in  battalia. 

About  four  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy  drew 
down  their  train  to  that  part  of  the  body  of  horfe 
and  foot  that  was  drawn  down  to  the  foot  of  the 
hill  before,  the  enemy's  horfe  being  on  both  wings 
of  their  own  foot  feeding.  There  was  between  the 
two  armies  a  great  dike  about  40  or  50  foot  wide, 
and  as  deep  as  broad,  with  a  little  rundle  of  water 
running  in  the  middle  of  it,  but  very  good  grafs 
growing  in  each  fide  of  the  dike  *,  fo  that  either  ar- 
my's marching  over  firft  was  great  difadvantage  to 
2  them. 
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A.D.  1 650  them.  On  the  fide  of  this  bank  was  a  poor  houfe 
which  flood  in  a  fhelving  pafs,  Lieutenant  General 
Fleetwood  and  Col.  Pride  fent  24  foot  and  6  horfe 
to  fecure  that  pafs,  that  the  enemy  mould  not  come 
over  to  them. 

The  enemy  about  four  of  the  clock  drew  down 
about  two  troops  of  Lanciers  unto  this  pafs,  to  beat 
off  the  faid  party  ;  the  fix  horfe  gave  way,  they 
killed  three  of  the  foot  and  took  three,  and  wound- 
ed and  drove  away  the  reft,  and  fo  they  gained  the 
pafs,  yet  neverthelefs  kept  it  not.  One  of  the  three 
foldiers  that  was  taken  by  them  had  but  one  hand, 
yet  difcharged  three  times,  and  when  he  was  brought 
unto  General  David  Lejley^  (old  Leven  being  in  the 
Caftle  of  Edinburgh  as  they  relate)  he  afked  him  if 
the  enemy  did  intend  to  fight  ?  he  reply'd,  what 
did  he  think  they  came  there  for  ?  they  came  for  no- 
tiling  elfe.  Soldier,  fays  Lefley^  how  will  you  fight 
when  you  have  fhipped  half  of  your  men  and  all 
your  great  guns?  The  ibldier  reply'd,  Sir,  if  you 
pleafe  to  draw  down  your  army  to  the  foot  of  the 
hill,  you  fhall  find  both  men  and  great  guns  alfo  i 
one  ftanding  by  afked  him  how  he  durft  anfwer  the 
General  fo  faucily  ?  He  told  him  that  he  only  made 
anfwer  to  the  queftion  demanded  him.  The  Gene- 
ral prefently  called  for  a  Trumpet  and  fet  the  fol- 
dier  free,  who  came  to  my  Lord  Ceneral  Cromwell 
and  told  him  all  the  difcourfe,  and  withal  told  him, 
tharThe  had  loft  twenty  fhillings  in  this  action,  who 
gave  him  thereupon  two  pieces. 

On  the  fame  day  after  four  of  the  clock  in  the 
afternoon,  our  General  with  his  Officers  went  and 
flipped  at  Dunbar  for  refrefhment;  and  prefently 
after,  before  five  of  the  clock,  they  took  horfe  and 
went  into  the  fields,  and  there  called  a  Council  of 
war,  what  the  refult  was  he  knows  not ;  but  that 
night  the  army  by  order  marched  as  clofe  to  the 
dike  as  poflibly  they  could*  placing  two  field  pieces 

in 
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in  each  regiment  of  foot,  expecting  that  night  the^.D.1650 
enemy  would  have  fallen  on.  On  Tuefday  morn- 
ing about  four  of  the  clock  our  army  gave  the  ene- 
my a  ftrong  alarm.  A  brigade  of  horfe  and  foot  con-, 
fifting  of  Major  General  Lambert's,  Colonel  Whaley's 
and  Colonel  Lilburne's  regiments  of  horfe,  and  two 
of  foot,  drew  down  to  a  road  way  upon  a  pafs  to 
Berwick^  and  firing  very  hard  upon  one  another, 
the  difpute  lafted  an  hour  and  was  very  hot,  the 
great  guns  playing  on  both  fides  very  faft  on  each  o- 
ther's  main  body  ;  being  moon  light  our  foot  and 
horfe  gaining  of  their  ground,  pofTeffed  themfelves 
of  the  pafs,  which  the  enemy's  horfe  perceiving, 
charged  very  refolutely,  all  their  frontiers  being 
armed  with  lances  :  our  brigade  of  horfe  gave  way 
a  little,  being  charged  by  the  enemy  coming  down 
the  hill  upon  them,  wherein  Major  Lyfter  was  taken 
prifoner  but  was  prefently  refcued  •,  but  our  horfe 
immediately  rallying  and  the  foot  advancing,  charg- 
ed the  enemy  and  put  them  to  the  run  very  fud- 
denly,  it  being  now  near  fix  of  the  clock  in  the 
morning.  Which  rout  the  enemy's  foot  feeing, 
threw  down  their  arms  immediately  and  fled,  which 
the  enemy's  left  wing  of  horfe  perceiving,  fled  alfo  -9 
the  which  our  horfe  and  foot  difcerning  purfued  e- 
ven  the  whole  army,  and  cut  down  and  killed  near 
four  thoufand,  following  them  as  far  as  Haddington, 
being  about  eight  miles  from  the  place,  and  Hacker's 
regiment  purfued  beyond  Haddington,  our  General 
himfelf  being  alfo  in  the  purfuit.  Moft  of  the  enemy 
that  were  cut  off  and  flain  were  flopped,  ferviceable 
arms  of  the  enemy's  were  taken  above  10000,  with 
180  foot  colours.  All  their  bag  and  baggage,  am- 
munition, &c.  was  taken,  with  nine  guns  which  were 
all  they  had  :  and  the  prifoners  were  judged  about 
1 0000.  Prifoners  of  Quality  brought  in  were  Sir 
James  Lumsdelly  Lieutenant-General  of  the  army, 
David  Leflefs  Lieutenant-Colonel :  (who  relates  that 
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d.D.  1 656  David  Lejley  wasflain  as  he  imagined)  the  Quarter 
v^^Y^w^  Mailer  General,  the  Adjutant  General  and  divers 
Captains  :  fome  horfe  alfo  were  brought  in.  The* 
enemy  were  efteemed  near  9000  horfe  and  dragoons. 
David  Lejley  gave  out  on  Monday  night  amongft 
their  foldiers,  that  by  feven  of  the  clock  on  Tuef- 
day  they  would  have  our  army  dead  or  alive  •,  and 
they  had  this  defeat  and  rout  before  eight. 

We  loft  none  but  at  the  difpute  of  the  pafs, 
which  were  efteemed  to  be  about  twenty  ;  many 
wounded  :  no  Officers  (lain,  only  Major  Brown  was 
fhot  in  the  hand  the  day  before  a  pikeering,  and 
Colonel  IVhalefs  horfe  was  fhot  under  him. 

Daniel  O  Neile  to  the  Marchionefs  of  Or- 
monde. 

Madam* 

A  FTER  that  to  my  extream  grief  I  was  by 
■*-*-  the  perfecution  of  the  Bifhops  forced  to  leave 
my  Lord  Lieutenant,  when  he  had  moft  need  of 
his  friends,  I  came  with  Sir  Thomas  Armftrong^  and 
the  reft  of  thofe  Englifh  that  were  with  my  Lord, 
to  Ireton,  who  perfuaded  himfelf  that  I  had  fome- 
thing  to  propound  to  him  from  my  Lord  Lieutenant 
concerning  his  leaving  the  Irifh,  whom  he  believed 
were  neither  faithful  to  him  nor  long  able  to  main- 
tain a  war.  When  he  underftood  I  had  none,  he 
feemed  to  be  much  troubled  at  it,  both  for  his 
Lordfhip's  and  your  Ladyihiy's  fake  •,  efpecially 
yours,  whofe  prefent  condition  he  laboured  to  per- 
fuade  me  he  much  pitied.  When  I  was  with  his 
Majefty  in  Scotland^  after  giving  an  account  of  the 
ill  condition  my  Lord  Lieutenant  was  in  in  Ireland^ 
and  the  reafons  why  he  was  fo,  I  made  him  a  rela- 
tion of  my  difcourfe  with  my  Lord  Deputy  Ireton. 

His 
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His  Majefty  told  me,  he  would  be  very  glad  his  A.D.  1650 
tongue  had  fpoke  his  heart,  and  that  for  his  part  he 
would  fend  to  my  Lord  freely  leave  to  deal  with 
the  Parliament  for  his  fortune,  and  protefted  to  me 
his  own  concernment  in  that  Kingdom  did  not  more 
trouble  him  than  his  Lordfhip's.  He  made  me 
long  and  obliging  difcourfes  of  my  Lord  and  all  his 
enemies,  and  clofed  with  arTuring  me,  that  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  his  mother,  if  me  had  attempted 
it,  to  give  him  the  lead  ill  impreMion  of  a  man  that 
he  believed  wedded  his  interelt  as  a  father  and  a 
friend.  I  muft  confefs,  Madam,  fuch  {qv\{q  of  my 
Lord's  fervices,  and  (b  free  an  acknowledgment  of 
them,  moderated  much  of  my  griefs  for  my  Lord's 
misfortunes ;  and  fo  I  hope  they  will  of  your  Lady- 
fhip's,  unto  whom  he  commanded  me  to  prefent  his 
fervice,  and  to  defire  you  to  deal  with  the  Parlia- 
ment for  your  fortune.  Madam,  I  dare  not  give 
you  my  advice  upon  this  point,  knowing  how  ie- 
vere  my  Lord  is  to  himfelf,  and  that  no  extremity 
will  oblige  him  to  do  any  thing  that  will  reflect  up- 
on his  loyalty  or  honour  :  but  the  condition  I  fear 
you  are  reduced  to,  and  what  I  heard  from  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  fecure  my  Lord's  fcruples  and  fears,  per- 
fuades  me,  it  were  not  ill  done  to  try  what  could  be 
done  in  England  to  fave  your  fortune.  The  late  de- 
feat of  the  Scots  fo  miraculoufly,  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  barbarous  ufage  of  the  King  and  his  friends 
by  the  infolent  Minifters,  makes  many  faithful  ftr- 
vants  of  his  Majefty  in  thefe  parts  to  think  of  recon- 
ciling themfelves  to  the  prefent  government  of  their 
country  :  and  I  cannot  believe  their  wants  nor  for- 
tune are  greater  than  your  Ladyfhip's,  nor  their 
warrant  fo  good  for  attempting. 

At  my  being  with  Ireton^  I  made  proportions 
to  him  for  liberty  to  levy  men  for  the  King  of 
Spain  or  the  States  of  Holland.  He  granted  leave 
to  tranfport  five  thoufand  men  for  the  King  of  Spain 

Vol.  I.  Cc  or 
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jf  D.i  650  or  the  States  fer vice:  but  denied  for  France.  Upon  my 
arrival  here,  I  offered  my  fervice  to  the  States  who 
intend  to  make  war  in  Portugal.  Finding  Tome 
difficulty  in  that,  I  made  application  to  the  Spanifh 
AmbafTador,  from  whom  yet  I  have  no  anfwer. 
The  apprehenfion  I  have  that  my  Lord  Lieutenant 
will  not  long  ftay  in  Ireland,  makes  me  prefume  it 
will  not  be  difadvantageous  to  him  to  own  thefe  le- 
vies, therefore  I  refolve  to  lofe  all  the  advantage  of 
them  and  to  propound  them  in  his  name.  Some 
from  Brujjels  difcourage  my  defign,  becaufe  the  Irim 
Clergy  have  made  him  black  on  this  fide  ;  yet  I  am 
refolved  not  to  ferve  where  he  may  not  find  his  ad- 
vantage. I  have  writ  to  my  Lord  Dighy,  that  if  he 
can  make  the  fame  conditions  for  my  Lord,  which 
were  offered  him  by  the  Cardinal  heretofore,  that  I 
will  give  over  thefe  levies  for  the  Spaniard.  Ma- 
dam, if  this  way,  or  with  the  lofs  of  my  life,  I  may 
exprefs  my  gratitude  to  my  Lord,  no  man  in  the 
world  could  think  himfelf  happier  than, 

Madam  1  Tours,  &c. 

Daniel  O  Neile. 


Abftraffi  of  my  Proportions  to  the  Spanijh  Em- 

bajjador. 

I.  *Tp  H  A  T  I  fhall  raife   3000  men  at  the  rate 

A  of  four  pound  a  man,  and  deliver  therr  to 
a  Commiflary  of  the  King  of  Spain's  at  the  fea  nde, 
who  is  to  take  the  care  and  charge  of  tranfporting 
the  men  upon  him. 

II.  That  the  faid  Commiflary  fhall  be  obliged 
every  time  to  bring  him  500  men  to  receive  them 
from  me  and  embark  them  away,  paying  me  upon 
the  place  for  the  number  of  men  I  ftill  bring,  who 

are 
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are  from  their  embarkment  to  enter  into  the  King's  4.D.i6$d 
pay. 

III.  That  if  his  Majefty  fhall  have  need  of  any 
more  foot  and  make  any  new  levies  the  next  year, 
he  fhall  allow  me  levy  money  and  mips  for  the 
raifing  and  tranfporting  3000  men  more  to  join  with 
thefe  ;  and  yearly  upon  our  coming  out  of  the  field, 
to  give  me  allowance  for  400  men  to  every  regi- 
ment to  recruit  withal. 

IV.  That  after  fourteen  days  after  their  landings 
my  men  fhall  be  cloathed  and  armed  by  his  Ma- 
jefty. 

V.  That  thefe  3000  men  fhall  be  divided  into  three 
compleat  regiments  of  1 000  men  apiece*  none  of 
which  regiments  are  to  be  reduced,  whilft  they  are 
300  ftrong,  nor  none  of  the  companies  whilft  they 
are  30. 

VI.  That  I  fhall  bring  over  befides  thefe  3000 
foot,  600  men  to  be  compofed  into  a  regiment  of 
horfe,  for  mounting  and  arming  of  which  I  fhall 
have  allowed  me  within  fourteen  days  after  their  ar- 
rival, 1 80  livres  a  man,  and  yearly  upon  our  com- 
ing out  of  the  field  300  piftoles  apiece  to  every  troop 
to  recruit  withal. 

VII.  That  I  fhall  yearly  alfo  have  a  very  parti- 
cular care  taken  of  my  men,  in  having  a  good  gar- 
rifon  and  winter  quarter  affigned  me  for  them. 

VIII.  That  for  my  own  particular  I  fhall  have 
the  fame  *  command  over  all  the  Irifh  in  all  his  Ma* 
jefty  of  Spain's  dominions,  that  my  Lord  Goring 
had  over  the  Englifh,  with  all  the  appointments  and 
f  penfions  that  were  granted  him. 

IX.  That  hereafter  when  my  command  fhall  fall 
void,  as  well  as  now  at  the  firft  raifing  of  my  men9 
I  fhall  have  the  nomination  of  all  my  Officers. 

*  Colonel  General. 

t  His  penficn  was  600  crowns  a  month, 

Cc  2  X  That 
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jf.D.i6$o  X.  That  as  long  as  any  body  of  ftrangers  fhall  be 
continued  in  his  Majefly's  fervice,  either  in  Flanders 
or  Spain,  I  fhall  not  be  cafhiered;  and  whenever 
that  fhall  happen,  that  it  fhall  be  thought  fit  to 
difband  my  men,  I  fhall  have  my  penfion  continued 
unto  me  during  life,  and  my  men  have  their  arrears. 

XL  That  his  Majefly  of  Spain  fhall  intercede 
and  do  his  utmoft  endeavour  with  the  prefent  Go- 
vernors of  England  and  Ireland,  for  the  reftoration 
and  fervice  of  the  eftates  and  fortunes  of  all  fuch 
of  my  nation,  as  fhall  come  under  my  command 
to  ferve  him. 

Laftly,  That  he  fhall  procure  the  renewing  of 
my  licence  given  me  by  Ireton  for  the  tranfportation 
of  the  men,  and  obtain  a  pafTport  and  permiffion 
for  myfelf  and  all  fuch  as  I  fhall  think  fit  to  employ 
into  Ireland  to  pafs  and  repafs  through  England  ; 
we  engaging  ourfelves  to  acT:  nothing  to  their  pre- 
judice, during  our  refidence  in  any  of  their  Do- 
minions. 


Daniel  O  Neile  to  the  Marchionefs of Ormonde. 

Madam, 

TH  E  honour  you  did  me  of  your  letter  of  the 
24th  of  September,  I  received  the  day  after 
the  laft  poft  went  hence.  This  inclofed  is  an  ab- 
ftracl:  of  my  laft  protpofals  to  the  Spanifh  AmbafTa- 
dor.  My  firft  were  fuch  as  he  would  not  treat  up- 
on ;  thofe  he  has  brought  to  Brujfels,  and  promifed 
me  the  Archduke's  anfwer  within  14  days  ;  which  I 
doubt  will  not  meet  with  my  defires.  For  out  of  Ger- 
many there  are  fuch  numbers  of  men  offered,  and 
all  at  fo  cheap  rates,  that  they  may  have  a  reafona- 
able  army  for  the  fum  that  muft  be  given  to  raife 
and  transport  3000  men  out  of  Ireland,  However 
(  Madam)  if  either  theirintereftorneceffity  draw  them 

to 
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to  agree  with  me,  my  Lord -Lieutenant  fhall  haved.D.i6$o 
all  the  advantages  of  my  conditions,  as  well  of  com-  V*^VV^ 
mand  as  appointments,  if  he  will  make  it  his  choice. 
Madam,  this  is  all  I  can  do,  and  the  leaft  he  can 
expect  from  me,  whom  not  only  his  favours  but 
friendfhip  has  obliged  to  have  no  ambition  fo  ftrong 
as  his  fervice,and  efpecially  now,  when  I  know  both 
his  fafety  and  your  wants  require  it. 

I  have  writ  to  my  Lord  Taaffe  what  I  did  here  ; 
what  diffidence  I  have  in  the  real  dealing  of  the  Spa- 
niards ;  and  that  therefore  my  Lord  Digby  and  he 
fnould  not  neglect  what  was  offered  my  Lord-Lieu- 
tenant in  France  :  for  I  would  have  him  be  fecure  of 
one  fide  before  he  leaves  Ireland.  Not  from  my  Lord 
Digb)\  but  my  Lord  'Taaffe.  I  have  what  was  offer'd 
in  France.  I  am  confident  your  Ladyftiip  had  the 
fame.  I  do  not  prefume  to  give  my  opinion  which  is 
the  beft  condition  for  his  Lordfhip :  that  of  France  has 
the  more  glorious  face,  and  lbme  think  this  of  Spain 
the  more  certain.  I  fee  you  tiedfo  to  your  obedi- 
ence, that  I  dare  not  give  you  advice  concerning 
your  eftate.  Sure  J  am  his  Majefly  would  be  infi- 
nitely fatisfied  you  had  your  own,  though  with  an 
agreement  with  the  Parliament ;  and  that  what 
you  do  in  order  to  it  will  never  beget  another 
thought  in  him,  than  what  may  fuit  with  that  which 
he  commanded  me  to  tell  you  and  write  to  my 
Lord  Lieutenant ;  which  I  have  done  to  him  at 
large  by  an  exprefs,  juft  as  I  was  leaving  Scotland. 
Your  apprehensions  for  my  Lord  are  very  juft,  un- 
lefs  that  difpatch  of  his  Majefty  be  come  to  him  ; 
which  leaves  him  at  liberty  to  quit  his  ill  condition, 
when  he  think  fit. 

Yefternight  Sir  Edward  Walker  came  hither: 
four  days  ago  he  left  Scotland ;  he  fays  that  a  great 
body  of  the  Malignants  and  Ingagers  to  the  number 
of  ten  thoufand  in  the  North  of  Scotland  got  toge- 
ther,  apd  under  the  conduct  of  Middleton  declared 

C  c  3  for 
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J.D.i6Sofor  his  Majefty.  That  fecretly  they  fent  for  his 
$<V^  Majefty  ;  that  he  intended  to  go  to  them,  but 
was  betrayed  by  my  Lord  Wilmot,  unto  whom  the 
matter  was  told  in  fecrecy  by  my  Lord  Duke  of 
Buckingham  ,  that  notwithftanding  his  Majefty  got 
thirty  miles  on  his  way,  when  he  was  flopped  by 
the  intreaty  of  Col.  Montgomery  (my  Lord  of  JEJg> 
lington's  fon)  who  aflured  him,  that  the  army  at 
Sterling  mould  be  at  his  command  totally  ;  that  not 
fo  much  this,  as  his  finding  the  other  party  ftiort  of 
his  expectation,  made  him  return  to  Sterling  where 
he  is  now,  in  much  more  authority  and  efteem  than 
hitherto ;  that  he  is  this  day  crowned ;  that  thefe 
two  Scots  armies  are  treating,  and  great  hopes  of 
their  agreeing ;  which  is  that  that  doubtlefs  will  ba- 
nifh  Cromwell  Scotland.  This  is  the  rum  of  his 
news,  and  this  is  all  we  have  to  comfort  us  for  the 
fad  lofe  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  who  died  a  Sunday 
laft  of  the  fmall-pox,  more  through  the  ignorance 
or  malice  of  his  Doctors,  than  the  malignity  of  his 
ficknefs.  Madam,  I  dare  not  give  you  my  appre- 
henfions  upon  this  fad  difafter :  they  are  too  melan- 
choly for  your  condition.  I  only  fay,  that  the  excel- 
lenteft  youth  that  I  ever  knew  is  loft,  and  that  I  think 
his  Wife  will  foon  follow,  for  me  is  within  ten  days 
of  being  brought  to  bed,  and  is  fo  feized  with  grief, 
that  no  cpnfideration  can  prevail  with  her  to  think 
of  life. 

Though  her  forrows  be  immoderate ;  yet  they  are 
much  to  be  pardoned,  confidering  that  Ihe  has  not 
only  loft  a  hufband,  but  a  paftionate  lover,  and  the 
kindeft  friend  to  her  family  that  could  be  deftred. 

Madam,  if  hereafter  you  favour  me  with  your  let- 
ters, direct  them  hitherto  myfelf.  I  humbly  beg 
your  pardon  for  this  long  letter ;  hereafter  they  fhall 
pot  take  up  fo  much  of  your  time.    I  am, 

Madam 9  yours,  &c. 
Hague 3  Qflober  9,  1650; 

Daniel  O  Neile, 
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His  Majefty  s  Conferences  with  Dr.  King, 
Dean  of  Tuam. 

MR.  King)  I  have  received  a  very  good  cha- 
racter of  you,  and  do  therefore  give  you  af- 
furance,  that  however  I  am  forced  by  the  neceflity 
of  my  affairs  to  appear  otherwife,  yet  that  I  am  a 
true  Child  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  fhall 
remain  firm  unto  my  firft  Principles.  Mr.  King,  I 
am  a  true  Cavalier.  Here  I  fell  upon  my  knees 
and  faid,  God  Almighty  blefs  your  Majefty,  and 
continue  you  in  that  refolution,  and  make  you  a 
nurfing  Father  to  his  Church.  Then  rifing  up,  I 
faid,  Your  Majefty  now  fees  how  inconfiftent  the 
Ecclefiaftical  Government  here  is  with  Monarchy. 
The  Kirkmen  twice  imprifoned  your  Majefty 's 
Grandfather,  and  compelled  him  to  approve  that 
Government  :  yet  when  God  put  power  into  his 
hands  he  reftored  Epifcopacy.  Then  his  Majefty 
faid,  Mr.  King,  the  Scots  have  dealt  very  ill  with 
me,  very  ill.  I  underftand  you  are  willing  to  go 
into  Ireland.  My  Lord  of  Ormonde  is  a  perfon  that 
I  depend  upon  more  than  any  one  living.  I  much 
fear  that  I  have  been  forced  to  do  fome  things, 
which  may  much  prejudice  him.  You  have  heard 
how  a  declaration  was  extorted  from  me,  and  how 
I  mould  have  been  dealt  withal,  if  I  had  not  fign- 
ed  it.  Yet  what  concerns  Ireland  is  no  ways  bind- 
ing •,  for  I  can  do  nothing  in  the  affairs  of  that 
Kingdom,  without  the  advice  of  my  Council  there : 
nor  hath  that  Kingdom  any  dependence  upon  this  ; 
fo  that  what  I  have  done  is  nothing,  yet  I  fear  it 
may  prejudice  my  Lord  of  Ormonde  and  my  friends 
with  him,  fo  that  if  you  would  fatisfy  him  in  this, 
you  would  do  a  very  acceptable  fervice  unto  me, 
and  although  I  cannot  for  the  prefent  reward  you, 

C  c  4  yet 
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J.D.  1 650  yet  if  God  mall  be  pleafed  to  put  power  into  my 
Vv***^  hands,  I  will  remember  it  unto  you.  I  have  en- 
•''  deavoured  to  fend  to  my  Lord  of  Ormonde  very 
often,  yet  do  not  find  that  he  hath  received  any 
thing  from  me  fince  the  treaty.  I  have  endea- 
voured to  the  utmoft  to  preferve  him  and  my 
friends  there  ;  but  I  have  been  ill  dealt  withal. 
The  circumftances  are  too  long  to  acquaint  you 
with.  Robin  Long  will  inform  you.  My  enemies 
may  make  a  great  advantage  by  it,  to  interrupt  my 
affairs  here,  and  to  alien  the  Irifh  from  me,  al- 
though they  intend  to  deftroy  them.  For  fuch  of 
the  Irifh  as  have  been  loyal  to  me,  I  will  (by  God's 
help)  whatever  my  Father  or  I  have  prcmifed 
them,  make  good  unto  them  :  and  if  they  could 
for  a  while  keep  on  foot  the  bufinefs  there,  I  doubt 
not.  but  I  fhall  ihortly  be  able  to  put  new  life  into 
it.  I  am  refolved  wholly  to  be  governed  in  the  af- 
fairs of  thatKingdombymyLord  of  Ormonde;  and 
I  will  write  a  letter  of  credence  by  you.  Remem- 
ber me  to  rny  Lord  of  Clanricarde  •,  he  is  a  good 
man.  Here  his  Majefty  paufing,  I  faid,  From  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  the  Lord  of  Clanricarde 
hath  with  much  integrity  adhered  unto  and  labour- 
ed to  preferve  your  Majefty's  intereft  in  that 
Kingdom.  Flis  Majefty  replied,  It  is  their  own 
intereft  as  well  as  mine  ;  for  whatever  the  enemy 
make  them  believe,  they  are  refolved  to  deftroy 
them.  Remember  me  to  my  Lord  of  Incbiqttin9 
and  to  my  Lord  of  Ardes.  Flere  is  Majefty  ftayed 
a  while,  and  then  faid,  Let  me  fee,  whom  do  I 
know  in  that  Kingdom  ?  Then  I  mentioned  to  his 
Majefty,  the  Lord  Vifcount  Villon.  His  Majefty 
faid,  I  know  him  very  well  ;  remember  me  to 
him.  I  hear  that  he  and  his  Family  are  great  fuf- 
ferers  for  me.  I  pray  remember  me  to  my  Lord 
of  Caftlebaven.  I  know  my  Lord  of  Muskery 
too  j    remember  me  to  him.     Then  his  Majefty 
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flopping,    I  faid,   Sir  Richard  Blake  hath  been  a  d-D.  1 650 
faithful  fervant  of  your  Majefty.     His  Majefty  re-  ^"yNJj 
turned,  that  is  he  who  was  Speaker  :  remember  me 
to  him  and  to  all  fuch  as  my  Lord  of  Ormonde  mall 
direct  you.     You  will  not  find  my  Lord  Taaffe  in 
the  Kingdom. 

This  was  upon  a  Monday  at  night  about  one  of 
the  clock,  when  his  Majefty  had  watched  all  the 
Court  and  his  own  fervants  (Mr.  Seymour  and  Mr. 
Chiffins  excepted)  afleep.  Upon  Tuefday  (his  Ma- 
jefty's  falling  day)  about  three  of  the  clock  in  the 
afternoon,  I  was  privately  brought  into  the  bed- 
chamber by  Mr.  Seymour,  and  there  his  Majefty 
fpake  to  me  thus. 

Tell  my  Lord  of  Ormonde,  I  would  by  no  means 
have  him  come  here  ;  but  if  he  come  into  France 
or  Holland,  he  fhall  hear  often  from  me.     His  Ma- 
jefty here   paufing,  I  faid,  I  humbly  offer  it  to 
your  Majefty  to  write  alfo  to  my  Lord  of  Clanri- 
carde  ;  for  it  is  reported,  that  the  Lord  of  Or- 
monde hath  left  the  Kingdom.     His  Majefty  re- 
plied, That  needs  not,  for  if  he  hath  left  the  King- 
dom, he  hath  left  my  Lord  of  Clanricarde  his  De- 
puty, and  your  letter  to  the  Lord  of  Ormonde  will 
ferve  the  turn  to  him,  and  what  I  direct  you  to  fpeak 
to  my  Lord  of  Ormonde  fay  to  him.  Robin  Long  will 
declare  to  you  at  large  what  I  have  been  forced  to  do 
concerning  Ireland :  and  if  I  be  not  rightly  under- 
ftood,    it  may  much  prejudice  my  affairs.     I  re- 
lblve  when  God  fhall  put  power  into  my  hands,  I 
will  break  in  nothing  with  my  good   Subjects  of 
Ireland.     Remember  me  to  my  Lords  of  Ormonde* 
Clanricarde,  Inchiquin,Caftlehaven,  Dillon,  Muskery, 
and  Ardes  :  and  tell  them,  I  prefer  their  particular 
fafeties  to  any  intereft  of  my  own  in  that  Kingdom, 
and  that  I  account  it  not  only  an  error,  but  a  mis- 
fortune, that  I  came  not  thither,  when  my  Lord 
of  Ormonde  invited  me, 

The 
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J.D.i6$o  The  day  following  I  left  the  Court  (St.  Johnfton's) 
and  came  to  St.  Andrews  where  Secretary  Long  lay  ; 
who  told  me,  he  would  difpatch  me  by  Friday 
evening.  Upon  Saturday  morning  I  came  to  him, 
and  he  delivered  me  two  packets  ;  the  one  was  Mr. 
IVeftor's  difpatch  ;  the  other  by  the  hand  I  knew 
to  be  from  my  Lord  of  Derry.  He  bid  me,  in 
cafe  I  could  not  fafely  carry  them,  to  deftroy  them, 
and  only  carry  my  letter  of  credence.  I  told  Mr.  Se- 
cretary, that  his  Majefty  had  referred  me  to  him 
for  the  relation  of  the  force  put  upon  his  Majefty 
concerning  the  breach  of  the  peace  made  by  my 
Lord  of  Ormonde  with  the  Irifh.  Then  Mr. 
Secretary  replied,  and  gave  the  relation  annexed. 
Adding,  that  Mr.  Wefton  in  his  excufe  alledged, 
that  he  was  not  permitted  by  the  Scots,  and  made 
other  frivolous  excufes  for  his  return,  though  his  Ma- 
jefty did  more  than  apprehend  it  a  practice  between 
him  and  L.  W.  and  the  Scots  *,  at  which  he  was 
exceedingly  troubled.  Mr.  Secretary  alfo  added, 
that  his  Majefty  had  endeavoured  by  all  means 
poflible  unto  human  wifdom  to  fecure  your  Lord- 
fhip and  his  friends  in  Ireland^  by  timely  inform- 
ing your  Lordfhip  with  his  proceedings  in  that 
treaty,  in  order  unto  the  affairs  of  Ireland  :  but 
that  the  negligence  and  treachery  of  thofe  imployed 
by  him  had  hindered.  Here  again  the  Secretary 
charged  L.  W.  and  faid,  that  he  had  lately  feen 
fome  papers  of  his  Majefty's,  copied  and  given  un- 
to the  Scots,  which  muft  needs  be  done  by  L.  W. 
or  D.  B.  The  Secretary  concluded  with  high  and 
fignificant  expreffions  and  profeflions  of  affection  to 
your  Lordfhip  ;  and  that  he  defired  nothing  more 
than  your  Lordmip's  prefervation  ;  that  he  much 
feared  the  prejudice  and  danger  that  this  declaration 
might  bring  upon  your  Lordfhip  from  the  Irifh  ; 
that  he  would  have  your  Lordfhip  preferve  your- 
felf  for  the  refettling  of  Ireland  and  his  Majefty's 

authority 
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authority  there  ;  that  it  was  a  work  he  hoped  by  A.D.  1650 
God  ordained  for  your  Lordfhip's  prudent  conduct, 
and  that  he  himfelf  fhould  be  in  it  inftrumental : 
and  further  defired,  in  cafe  your  Lordfhip  conceiv- 
ed the  prefervation  of  the  peace  with  the  Irifh 
neceflary  and  conducing  unto  his  Majefty's  fervice, 
that  Commiflioners  might  be  fent  to  offer  that  into 
Scotland. 

Jonh  King,  Decanus  Tuamenjis. 

Dean  KingV  relation  of  the  Kings  Condition  in 
Scotland,  given  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde  at 
Ennys,  October  15,   1650. 

My  LORD, 

I  Was  commanded  by  his  Majefty  to  receive 
from  Secretary  Long  the  relation  of  the  force 
put  upon  his  Majefty  in  the  breach  of  the  peace 
made  by  your  Lordfhip  with  the  Irifh  ;  that  in  cafe 
I  could  not  with  fafety  bring  the  larger  difpatches 
unto  your  Lordfhip,  I  mould  fecure  his  Majefty's 
letter  of  credence  unto  your  Lordfhip,  and  report 
unto  you  what  the  Secretary  in  that  fhould  deliver 
unto  me.  Accordingly  I  left  his  Majefty's  Court 
{St.  Johnftotfs)  and  came  unto  St.  Andrews,  (the 
Secretary's  residence)  where  having  made  known 
unto  him  his  Majefty's  pleafure  upon  Saturday  Au- 
guft  2$.  he  gave  me  this  relation. 

In  the  treaty  at  Breda  for  the  third  article  in  the 
agreement  between  his  Majefty  and  the  Scots,  the 
Scots  with  much  violence  infifted  upon  the  breach 
of  the  peace  made  by  my  Lord  of  Ormonde  with 
the  Irifh  ;  which  his  Majefty  by  no  means  would 
yield  unto  ;  infomuch  that  the  treaty  for  three 
days  was  intermitted,  and  had  like  upon  that  oc- 
casion quite  to  have  broken  off.  But  the  necef- 
Tity  of  his  Majefty's  affairs  fo  requiring,  to  con- 
2  tinue 
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y.D.i65otinue  and  perfed  the  treaty,  the  King  yielded  thus 
far,  that  if  a  free  Parliament  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Scotland  mould  fo  think  fitting,  his  Majefty  then, 
would  find  fome  way  how  with  honour  and  juftice 
he  might  make  void  that  peace,  in  regard  that  the 
greater!:  part  of  the  Irifh  had  not  with  faithfulnefs 
adhered  unto  his  Lieutenant  the  Lord  of  Ormonde  -, 
but  had  broken  on  their  fide.  In  the  mean  time 
his  Majefty  would  by  no  means  permit,  that  any 
fuch  thing  mould  be  inferted  into  the  body  of  the 
articles  of  agreement :  and  it  was  concluded,  that 
that  bufinefs  mould  remain  in  a  diftincl  paper  in  the 
Earl  of  CaJJ'ell's  hands,  in  regard  of  the  difhonour 
it  might  bring  upon  his  Majefty,  and  the  danger 
and  prejudice  it  might  bring  upon  my  Lord  of  Or- 
monde and  his  Majefty's  friends  in  Ireland.  No 
fooner  was  this  done,  but  his  Majefty  laboured  to 
inform  my  Lord  of  Ormonde  of  what  had  pafled, 
and  immediately  Mr.  Richard  Wefton  the  1 6th  of 
May  laft  was  difpatched  from  Breda  ;  1 50  /.  given 
him  to  defray  his  charges.  But  when  his  Majefty 
came  into  Scotland,  he  found  him  there  ;  at  which 
his  Majefty  was  exceedingly  troubled. 

After  his  Majefty  had  put  to  fea  and  was  as  high 
as  the  coaft  of  Denmark,  the  Scotch  Commiftioners 
fhewed  unto  his  Majefty  new  and  higher  propor- 
tions, upon  the  defeat  of  the  Lord  of  Montr  ofe, 
from  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland.  So  Lhatunlefs  his  Ma- 
jefty would  immediately  take  the  Covenant,  and  in 
ter minis  break  the  peace  made  ^ith  the  Irifh,  his  Ma- 
jefty was  not  to  be  received  into  Scotland:  by  which 
heightning  of  proportions  his  Majefty  was  fo  difguft- 
ed,  that  he  refolved  to  have  hndcam  Denmark,  and  to 
lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  coming  into  Scotland  upon 
fuch  terms.  But  overcome  with  the  intreaties  of  his 
fervants  who  lay  before  him  the  prefent  fad  condition 
of  his  affairs,  he  yielded  in  ter  minis  unto  the  breach  of 
the  peace  with  the  Irifh,  conditionally  that  it  fhould 
%  not 
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iiot  be  publifhed  until  his  Majefty  had  acquainted  4.D.  1 650 
the  Lord  of  Ormonde  and  his  friends  in  Ireland  ^W, 
with  it,  fecured  them,  and  from  them  been  in- 
ftructed  how  with  honour  and  juftice  he  might 
break  it,  in  regard  of  the  breach  on  their  part,  and 
the  difobedience  (efpecially  of  the  Ulfier  army)  unto 
his  Lieutenant. 

When  his  Majefty  was  now  come  into  Scotland, 
and  been  there  fome  time,  and  Cromwell  with  a  po- 
tent army  had  advanced  into  the  bowels  of  the 
Kingdom,  a  Declaration  was  by  the  Commirlio- 
ners  of  the  Kirk  and  Eftates  with  all  earneftnefs  and 
violence  preffed  upon  his  Majefty  to  be  rlgned  by 
him  ;  which  for  three  days  he  refolutely  refufed  ; 
at  length  finding  that  not  only  his  liberty  but  his 
life  lay  at  ftake,  and  that  he  could  not  upon  any 
other  terms  engage  the  Scots  upon  the  enemy, 
(with  whom  they  had  frequent  treaties,  and  an 
agreement  was  feared)  his  Majefty  with  unfpeakable 
diflatisfaclion  and  regret  rlgned  the  Declaration. 

This  is  that  which  the  Secretary  delivered  unto 
me  to  report  unto  your  Lordfhip ;  and  I  do  hum- 
bly defire  a  tranfcript  of  it  under  your  Lordfhip's 
Secretary's  hand,  that  I  may  give  an  account  there- 
of unto  his  Majefty  who  fent  me  ;  afluring  your 
Lordfhip  that  I  have  not  failed  in  any  thing  mate- 
rial, and  very  little  or  nothing  varied  from  Secre- 
tary Long's  own  words.  In  confidence  whereof  I 
do  my  Lord  hereunto  fubfcribe. 

E fifty st  OSlober  15* 

l65°-  John  King, 

'The  King  to  the  M.  Ormonde,  fent  by  Dean 

King. 


M 


Y  Lord  of  Ormonde,  I  have  {ont  this  bearer 
Dr.  King  exprefsly  to.  acquaint  you  with  my 

con- 


398  Original  Letters  and  Papers 

A.D.  1 650 condition  here.  I  defire  you  to  believe  him  in  what 
^^Y^^  he  mall  fay  to  you  from  me.  I  have  commanded  Robin 
Long  to  fend  you  a  particular  account  of  what  I  have 
done  concerning  Ireland.  I  have  received  your  let- 
ter by  Daniel  O  Neile,  and  he  hath  given  me  a  full  ac- 
count of  that  Kingdom  and  your  condition  there  ; 
which  I  find  to  be  fo  ill,  that  I  give  you  free  leave  to 
come  from  thence  when  you  mail  think  it  fit.  For 
the  way  of  it,  I  defire  you  to  ufe  the  fafeft.  I 
believe  this  bearer  will  tell  you,  that  this  country 
will  not  bid  you  welcome  ;  for  indeed  they  are  not 
fo  kind  to  you  as  I  could  wifh.  Therefore  I 
think  France  or  Holland  will  be  the  fitteft  place  for 
the  prefent :  but  I  mall  leave  that  to  your  choice. 
,  I  will  only  add  this,  that  you  have  a  care  of  your- 
felf ;  which  will  be  the  greateft  fervice  you  can  do 
to 

Tour  moft  affeclionate  friend^ 

St.  JobnftoTts,  Jug.  19, 

l65°-  Charles  R. 

Pray  difpatch  this  bearer  again  as  foon  as  you  can, 
that  I  may  know  the  condition  of  that  King- 
dom. 

The  M.  of  OrmondeV  Anfwer  to  the  King. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

TH  E  bearer  Dean  King  brought  me  your  Ma- 
jefty's  of  Augufi  19.  on  the  13th  of  Oclober 
laft  ;  and  hath  now  undertaken  through  much  ha- 
zard to  give  your  Majefty  an  account  of  the  ftate 
of  things  here :  to  whofe  relation  your  Majefty  is 
moft  humbly  referred   by, 

Tour  Majejtfs,  &c. 

Ormonde* 

Inftruc* 
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Inftruffions  for  Mr.  John  King  Dean  of  Tuam. 

I.  \rOU  are  to  deliver  my  letter  of  credence  to 
1     his  Majefty. 

II.  You  are  to  give  his  Majefty  a  particular  ac-^p  i6co 
count  of  the  proceedings  betwixt  the  Clergy  here,  ^ 
the  Commiflioners  of  truft,    and  myfelf :    which 
that  you  may  the  better  do,  you  are  to  read  and 
take  notes  out  of  my  anfwer  to  their  declaration, 
and  other  things  pafTed  from  them. 

III.  In  cafe  this  afTembly  fhall  vindicate  and  Se- 
cure his  Majefty's  authority  from  the  pari:  and  fu- 
ture attempts  of  the  Clergy,  I  fhall  depute  the  M. 
of  Clanricarde  as  Governor  of  the  Kingdom  ;  in 
hope  that  by  fo  doing  the  Englifh  Rebels  will  be 
kept  in  action  here  :  and  that  in  cafe  I  can  be  fur- 
nifhed  with  men  and  other  neceflaries  for  war  to 
return  with,  I  may  find  footing  here. 

IV.  You  are  to  let  his  Majefty  know,  that  his 
commands  will  find  me  in  France,  if  it  pleafe 
God  to  fend  me  fafe  thither  :  and  you  are  humbly 
to  befeech  his  Majefty  that  they  may  be  haftened 
to  me ;  my  condition  being  fuch,  that  if  I  may  not 
be  ferviceable  to  him,  I  muft  engage  in  the  fervice 
of  fome  foreign  Prince  for  my  fubfiftence  ;  or  that 
failing,  I  muft  fend  my  wife  to  compound  with  the 
Rebels  for  that  part  of  my  eftate  which  fhe  brought 
me.  Which  I  could  have  done  here,  but  that  I 
refolve  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  them,  as  long 
as  there  is  a  poflibility  I  may  ferve  his  Majefty 
againft  them,  or  till  all  other  ways  of  getting  bread 
for  my  family  fhall  fail  me. 

V.  You  are  to  let  his  Majefty  know,  that  if 
there  be  fhipping,  vidtual  and  fome  money,  to 
tranfport  men,  I  can  have  as  many  as  his  Majefty 
fhall  think  fit  to  command  out  of  this  Kingdom* 
any  time  before  the  fpring. 

Sir 
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J.D.165Q 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

My  moft  honoured  Lord, 

YOUR  favour  of  the  9th  of  this  month  from  Caen 
furprized  me  with  more  joy  than  I  have  had 
Jfince  thefe  unhappy  times.     My  truft  is,  that  God 
having  feen  with  what  integrity  and  conftancy  you 
have  ftruggled  in  this  righteous  caufe,  and  having 
delivered  you  from  the  power  and  malice  of  an  un- 
worthy and  infatuated  people,  hath  preferved  you  to 
have  the  honour  by  your  prudent  and  unbiaffed 
Counfels,  to  be  a  means  yet  to  reftore  our  Mafter  to 
his  Crowns  and  juft  right.     I  hear  your  Excellency 
will  be  at  Paris,  whither  Mr.  Henry  Seymour  being 
newly  gone,  you  will  by  him  have  a  full  and  per- 
fect relation  of  his  Majefty's  prefent  condition,  and 
of  the  ftate  of  his  affairs  in  Scotland-,  which  (I  may 
fay  with  freedom  to  your  Lordfhip)  to  me  feems  to 
be  in  no  fuch  profperity  as  (I  hear)  it  is  at  the  Louvre 
cried  up.     For  firft,  for  his  Majefty's  Perfon,  all 
his  fervants,  (even  thofe    of  his  bed-chamber)  of 
whom  he  was  and  had  reafon  to  be  moft  confident, 
are  forced  from  him,  and  ftrangers,  whofe  names 
he  never  heard  of,    but  for  their  notorious  crimes 
againft  his  bleffed  Father,  placed  in  their  room. 
Then  for  his  affairs  in  Scotland ;  when  I  confider 
that  infamous  Declaration  which  they   compelled 
the  King  to  publifh,  and  are  ftill  fo  refolved  to  have 
his  Majefty  make  good,  (though  not  only  all  the 
King's  party,  but  even  all  ftrangers  that  have  any 
fenfe  of  honour  or  confcience  declaim  againft  it)  as 
that  they  ceafe  not  to  perfecute  with  exile  all  that 
fpeak  againft  it,  and  honeft  Mr.  Seymour  and  others 
for  having  diffuaded  the  King  from  doing  [it,  I  can- 
not fo  much  as  hope  that  thofe  men  (and  the  fame 
do  ftill  govern  there  in  chief)  can  intend  any  good 

or 
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or  fafety  to  his  Majefty,  whom  they  have  fo  wick-^-^1^* 
edly  and  notorioufly  abufed  and  defamed.  Nor  can 
I  bring  myfelf  to  conceive  fo  meanly  of  the  provi- 
dence of  thofe  crafty  Scots,  as  to  believe  they  will 
ever  permit  an  army  to  be  raifed  that  they  (hall  not 
be  able  to  guide  and  govern  as  they  pleafe.  They 
are  doubtlefs  fo  confcious  of  their  guilt  to  the  King 
and  his  bleffed  Father,  as  they  will  rather  deliver 
up  his  Majefty  *s  Perfon  to  Cromwell,  and  truft  him 
and  his  matters,  (being  as  guilty  as  themfelves)  with 
their  lives  and  fortunes,  than  ever  fufFer  or  abide 
any  power  (not  abfolutely  of  their  opinion  and  fac- 
tion) to  grow  up  to  the  hazard  of  their  fafety.  So 
as  upon  the  whole  matter  I  conceive^  his  Majefty 
cannot  (by  lefs  than  a  miracle;  either  profper  or  be 
fafe  in  the  hands  and  power  he  now  is.  But  this  my 
unfkilful  judgment  is  fo  repugnant  to  the  wifdom  of 
the  Council  of  the  Louvre  (by  whofe  compafs  only 
his  Majefty  hath  fleered  the  courfe  he  hath  taken, 
ever  flnce  I  had  the  honour  to  be  near  him)  as  you 
will  find  fuch  difcourfes  as  thefe  to  be  there  accounted 
ridiculous. 

Befides  this,  the  Scots  refufing  to  receive  any 
foreign  aid  from  any  parts  whatfoever,  and  difclaim- 
ing  againft  any  party  that  fhall  offer  to  rife  for  the 
King  in  England,  I  would  gladly  know,  how  it 
will  be  poflible  for  the  King  ever  to  recover  by 
their  means  his  Crown  of  England ;  for  no  under- 
ftanding  man  that  knows  the  prefent  forces  in  Eng- 
land %xA  Scotland  will  (I  conceive)  beperfuaded  that 
Scotland  alone  can  mafter  England.  I  fhall  now  fay 
no  more  on  this  fubjecl:,  becaufe  I  fuppofe  you  will 
be  there  more  exactly  informed  of  all  particulars  by 
Mr.  Seymour. 

I  have  delivered  your  Lordfhip's  letters  to  my 
Lord  Byron,  the  Bifhop  of  Derry,  and  Mr.  Fanjhaw> 
who  will  be  difpatched  for  Scotland  this  week,  as  I 
am  told.     Sir  Lewis  Dives  (I  hear)  is  gone  with 

Vol,   L  Dd  the 
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^•/>- 165°  the  Lord  Jermyn  for  France.     The  Duke  of  20r£ 
prepares  to  return  for  France,  as  foon  as  he  hears 
from  the  Queen  :  which  he  expects  to  do  this  next 
month  by  Mr.  Seymour,  by  whom  you  will  fully  un- 
derstand what  concerns  the  Duke  of  York,     I  hear 
the  States  here  will  ihortly  adjourn  their  prefent  ge- 
neral AfTembly,  being  defirous  to  take  more  time 
to  consider  and  confult  with  their  feveral  Provinces 
and  Towns  refpeclively  apart,  before  they  refolve  on 
any  of  the  great  bufinefTes  they  have  now  in  agitation 
before  them,  as  well  in  relation  to  England,  asjto  the 
union  and  government  of  their  own  dominions.  I  be- 
lieve they  have  at  prefent  very  great  apprehenfions  ; 
for  they  have  from  England  intelligence,  that  the  re- 
bels there  in fift,  to  have  fatisfaction  from  them  for  the 
Amboyna  bufinefs,  to  have  a  tribute  for  their  riming  on 
the  Britifh  Ocean,  and  to  be  by  them  acknowledged 
to  have  the  fovereignty  of  that  fea ;    to  be  not  on- 
ly acknowledged   a  Commonwealth,  but  to  have 
them  to  yield  them  precedency,  though  thefe  were 
rebels  before  them  ;  to  have  fatisfaclion  for  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  money  lent  them  by  the  Crown  of  Eng- 
land, or  to  have  Vulijhing  and  the  other  Cautionary 
Towns  put   into  their  hands  *,    that  not  only  their 
AmbafTadors  may  be  here  received,  but   that  they 
may  have  place  in  their  Counfels  as  in  the  time  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  \  that  notwithstanding  thefe  State3 
have  farmed  the  toll  of  the  Sound   of  the  King  of 
Denmark,  whereby  there  is  a  further  charge  and 
burthen   impofed  on  the  English  trading  in  thofe 
feas,  that  thefe  States  mall  permit  the  Englifh  to 
trade  thither  at  the  fame  rates  as  formerly.     Thefe 
high  demands  have  fo  frighted  thefe  Hogan  Mogans 
as  they  begin  to  repent,  that  they  had  not  more 
timely  prevented  thefe  dangers  by  giving  the  King 
of  England  a  feafonable   and  effectual    afliftance, 
whereby  he  might  have  recovered   his  Crown  and 
right.     It's  faid  the  funeral  of  the  Prince  of  Orange 
will  be  about  the  20th  of  the  next  month.  If  i 
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If  I  may  be  capable  to  ferve  your  Lordfhip  in  d.D.  1650 
any  fort  in  thefe  parts,  I  pray  honour  with  your^Y"^ 
commands, 

My  Lord,  &c« 
Hague,  Jan.i^  1654. 

Cha,  Ledison* 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 

I  Have  received  the  honour  of  your  Lord/hip's  of 
the  i2thprefent,  and  am  very  forry  for  your 
indifpofition  of  health,  which  I  conceive  may  proceed 
from  the  hardneffes  your  Lordfhip  hath  endured 
in  your  painful  and  folicitous  endeavours  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's  fervice  in  Ireland  *,  and  I  earnestly  beg  of  you 
that  you  will  be  pleated  therein,  as  you  pafs  through 
Rouen,  to  take  the  advice  of  Dr.  Winfton,  who  is 
a  lingular  good  Phyfician,  a  right  honeft  man,  and 
very  much  your  Excellency's  fervant.  I  did  hope 
to  have  received  from  your  Lordfhip  the  relation  of 
yours  actions  the  lafi;  week,  which  if  I  had,  I  could 
have  fent  the  fame  by  Mr.  Fan/haw  to  the  King,  he 
having  fet  fail  but  Monday  lad  from  the  Brill.  I 
do  not  yet  hear  that  the  Lord  Inchiquin  is  come  into, 
thefe  countries  ;  and  methinks  Mr.  Seymour  cannot 
be  well  difpatched  hither  for  the  Duke  of  York  un- 
til the  affairs  in  France  are  better  compofed  and 
quieted. 

I  am  willing  to  hope  the  condition  of  the  King's 
affairs  in  Scotland  is  better  than  it  was,  by  the  prefent 
conjunction  of  the  people  there ;  which  doubtlefs 
gives  in  foreign  parts  a  better  reputation  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  bufinefs  than  it  had  of  late :  but  when  I  call 
to  mind  what  Egyptian  reeds  the  Scots  have  proved 
to  hisMajefty  and  his  Father,  whenfoever  they  have 

D  d  2  been 
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^.D.i65obeen  leaned  on,  and  what  an  irreconcileable  feud 
there  is  between  Hamilton  and  Argyle,  and  what 
caufe  the  latter  hath  to  be  jealous  of  the  other's  get- 
ting into  power  either  in  Court  or  Camp,  I  muft 
confefs  I  very  much  apprehend,  that  there  will  be 
fome  treachery  plaid  the  King,  which  will  now  be 
no  difficult  matter  to  effect,  fo  many  of  the  King's 
faithful  fervants  being  removed  from  him,  and  all 
that  for  the  moft  part  attend  his  Majefty  being  ei- 
ther creatures  of  Argyle,  or  at  his  devotion. 

As  concerning  the  domeftick  divisions  that  are  a- 
mong  the  fmall  company  that  is  of  the  Royal  party, 
1  conceive  that  he  is  moft  unworthy  the  name  of  an 
honeft  man,  that  will  not  contribute  all  his  endea- 
vours to  effect  a  perfect  reconciliation,  and  that  will 
not  facrifice  all  his  paffions  and  interefts  to  the  good 
of  fuch  a  work.  But  for  all  that,  burnt  children  will 
ftill  dread  the  fire.  M.  Joachim,  albeit  he  had  his 
credentials  ( directed  Au  Parlement  de  la  Republique 
d'Angleterre)  ever  fince  the  firft  of  this  month,  yet 
he  is  frill  here,  partly  (as  I  hear)  flaying  till  M. 
de  Bellievre  fhall  arrive  from  France,  whereby  to 
know  what  he  will  propofe,  but  chiefly  to  fee  what 
may  be  the  King's  fuccefs  in  Scotland  upon  the  late 
conjunction.  It's  here  reported  by  fome  who  came 
on  Friday  laft  from  England,  that  Pendennis-Caftle 
is  now  for  the  King :  fome  fay  it  was  farprized 
from  Stilly,  others  that  it's  declared  of  itfelf  for 
the  King  -,  but  I  wifti  either  were  true,  though  I 
conceive  it  be  yet  fomewhat  of  the  earlieft  to  appear 
for  his  Majefty  in  England,  his  army  in  Scotland  be- 
ing not  yet  fully  raifed. 

I  affure  your  Excellency,  if  I  underftand  any 
thing,  the  Duke  of  York  hath  as  perfect  and  entire 
obedience  for  the  King  as  his  Majefty  can  defire; 
but  indeed  his  Highnefs  hath  very  little  kindnefs  for 
Lord  Jermyn.  I  know  not  how  it  comes  to  pais, 
but  (I  may  tell  your  Lordfhip)  I  obferve  that  there 

1  are 
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are  ftrange  domeftick  divifions  in  all  the  families,  J.D.i6$q 
not  only  of  the  King,  but  of  the  Queen  and  all  ' 
her  Children  that  have  families.     I  am  by  intelligent 
perfons  told  that  Duke  Hamilton  mail  be  Mafter  of 
the  King's  horfe,  and  Lord   Jermyn   Secretary  of 
State  :  but  this  is  told  me  in  fecret,   it  may  be  your 
Excellency  may  know  more  of  the  truth  of  it  at  the 
Louvre.     I  wifh  I  were  capable  to  ferve  your  Lord- 
{hip  anfwerable  to  the  humble  and  fincere  affecti- 
ons of,  £sjV. 

Hague,  Feb.  «,  i65f. 

Jo.   WlLCOCKS. 

T'he  M.  ^Ormonde  to  Sir  E.  Nicholas. 

SIR,     ' 

YOUR  letter  of  the  2  2d  of  January,  befides 
the  mofl  obliging  congratulation  of  my  fafety, 
carries  with  it  fo  free  a  declaration  of  your  {cr{q, 
and  fo  noble  an  evidence  of  your  conftancy  to  your 
firft  principles,  that   I  collect  from  it  with  much 
fatisfa&ion,  that  I  continue  ftill  in  your  good  efteem, 
notwithstanding  the  unufefulnefs  of  my  labours  to 
the  fame  end  you  profecute  :  I  have  delay'd  to  give 
you  a  particular  account  of  the  violence  by  which  I 
was  forced  from  farther  contending  againft  the  re- 
bels in  Ireland,  in  daily  expectation  of  my  Lord  of 
Incbiquin's  going,  from  whom  you  will  very  fhort- 
ly    receive  a  clearer  information  therein,    and  in 
what  flate  that  unhappy  Kingdom  is  left ;  and  that 
with  more  clearnefs  and  eafe  than  I  can  give    it 
you.     Though  it  be  very  true,  that  his  Majesty's 
condition  muft  be  to  himfelf  moft  irkfome,  and  to 
his  fervants  that  have  endeavoured  to  ferve  his  hap- 
py Father  and  Himfelf  in  their  own  method  morl 
uncomfortable,  yet  by  what  Mr.  Seymour  relates,  and 
which  feems  confirmed  by  the  London  prints,  it  may 
be  truly  faid  to  be  in  fome  degree  amended  by  his 

P  d  3  Coro- 
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J.D. 1 650 Coronation  and  the   conjunction  of  that  people, 
which  as  it  gives  fome  foreign  reputation  to  his 
bufinefs,  fo  it  promifes  more   of  refinance  againft 
the  rebels,  than  when  they  were  divided  ;  and  con- 
fequently  may  more  probably  afford  an  opportunity 
to  others  of  better  inclinations  to  mew  themfelves  *, 
and  the  fame  God  who,  contrary  to,  and  beyond  the 
original  intention  of  the  Englifh  rebels,  hath   per- 
mitted them  to  perpetrate  fo  unexampled  villanies 
againft  the  Royal  Family  and  freedom  of  England, 
may  contrary  to  and  beyond  the  purpofe  of  the 
Scots  (who  gave  the  rife  to  the  perpetration)  make 
them  inftrumental  in  the  reftoration  I  hope  He  pur- 
pofes  to  the  King's  juft  power  and  his  People's  free 
claim.     That  which  moft  ftaggers  my  faith  in  this 
is,  the  domeftick  divifion  in  fo  little  a  company  as 
thofe  are  that  profefs  to  ferve  him  \    yet  even  that 
is  not  without  apparent  remedy,  if  men  may  be 
perfuaded  to  purfue  but  their  own  intereft  with  the 
calmnefs  befitting  rational  perfons ;  and  to  fuch  a 
reconciliation  it  mall  be  my  moft  induftrious  labours 
to  difpofe  all  that  have  confidence  in  my  friend  (hip. 
Mr.  Seymour  will  fhortly  give  you  an  account  of 
the  fuccefs  of  his  employment,  which  is  not  fo  com- 
pleat  as  were  to  be  defired  ;  but  that  in  a  great  mea-* 
lure  may  be  imputed  to  the  prefent  diforder  in  this 
State,  which  is  fuch  that  it  is  not  known  to  whom 
any  application  mould  be  'made  for  the  Duke  of 
Tork's  reception.     In  what  condition  I  am  to  ferve 
his  Majefty  and  the  Duke,  (as  Mr.  Seymour  tells 
me  is  by  both  deftred)  he  will  freely  tell  you  when 
he  fees  you  :    In  the  mean  time  I  may  afTure  you, 
that  whatever  you  have  writ  or  fhall  write  to  me, 
fhall  be  ordered  as  you  prefcribe,  and  that  I  am 

louvre,  Feb.  12,       Your  moft  affculionate  Servant ', 
1650. 

Ormonde. 

CI- 
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Sir,  if  a  fit  of  ficknefs  had  not  taken  me  laft  week,  A.D.i6$o 
you  had  had  this  letter ;    and  but  for  the  dregs 
of  that  indifpofition  I  mould  now  be  larger. 


Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

My  moft  honoured  Lord, 

NOT  knowing  whether  your  Excellency  be 
ftill  at  Paris ,  I  have  knt  this  by  that  way  to 
acquaint  you  that  there  are  newly  arrived  here  feve- 
ral  perfons  from  Scotland  who  came  thence  Friday 
laft  -,  Capt.  'Titus  being  fent  by  the  King  to  the 
Queen.  What  they  report  your  Lordfhip  will  find 
in  the  inclofed.  I  mould  be  glad  to  know  whether 
you  have  any  of  my  cyphers  by  you  that  I  might 
make  ufe  of  them.  Col.  Blague  is  in  his  way  from 
Scotland,  being  difpatched  (as  thefe  fay)  two  days 
from  Court  before  they  came  thence.  He  brings 
(I  hear)  many  letters  from  feveral  perfons.  If  I 
fhall  have  any  thing  by  him  worthy  your  trouble,  I 
mall  acquaint  your  Lordfhip  with  kit,  and  wifh  that 
your  Lordfhip  would  make  ufe  of  the  cypher  I 
have  with  your  noble  Lady,  which  is  much  better 
than  that  you  were  pleafed  to  fend  me  out  of  Ire- 
land. Thefe  States  have  difpatched  M.  Joachim 
for  England  with  Credentials  directed  Au  Parlement 
de  la  Republique  dyAngleterre  :  but  upon  fome  inti- 
mation from  their  Agent  now  in  England,  certify- 
ing the  King's  good  condition  and  the  great  diffrac- 
tions among  the  rebels,  they  have  caufed  Joachim  to 
demur  a  little.  In  my  judgment  the  rebels  in  Eng- 
land are  not  founding  their  Commonwealth,  as  if 
they  intended  it  mould  fubfift  long :  but  what  will 
come  in  the  place  of  it  God  knows.  The  Duke  of 
Tork  expects  here  his  Mother  the  Queen's  direc- 

D  d  4  tione, 
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^.D.i65otions,  where  he  mail  remain  and  what  he  mail  d 
I  am  confident  the  Queen  will  tell  your  Excellency 
more  news  from  Scotland,  than  is  here  known  to 
any  of  us.  I  fhall  be  glad  to  receive  your  Lord- 
fhip's  commands  in  any  thing,  wherein  I  may  be 
able  to  exprefs  myfelf,  &c. 


Hague,  Febr.  44,  i6>> 


Cha.  Ledison, 


I  have  been  this  day  told  by  an  intelligent  Perfon* 
that  the  rebels  in  England  have  offered  to  put 
Ireland  into  the  King  of  iS/^zVs  pofTeffion,  and  to 
confer  the  dominion  thereof  on  him  and  his  heirs  % 
on  condition  that  he  will  affifl:  and  eftablim  them  in 
their  Repubiick  of  England,  and  be  obliged  on  all 
occasions  to  help  them.  I  know  not  what  credit 
is  to  be  given  to  this  intelligence :  but  it  comes 
from  an  able  man  in  thefe  parts,  as  I  am  told. 
Your  JLcrdfhip  may  there  perad  venture  hear 
more  of  it3  if  it  be  true. 


Papers  inchjed. 

Feb.  4|,  16 si. 

CAPTAIN  Titus,  Col.  Bampfield,  Mr.  Mh 
/on,  (the  Lord  Percy's  fervant)  and  others* 
are  newly  arrived  from  Scotland ;  they  came  from 
the  Court  on  Thursday  and  fet  fail  Friday  laft. 

Capt.  Titus  is  fent  by  Marquefs  Argyle  to  the 
Queen,  and  hath  letters  to  invite  the  Lord  Jermyn 
over,  and  alfo  the  Lord  Culpepper. 

They  fay  all  Engliih  that  will  now  go  into  Scot- 
land fhall  be  welcome,  and  much  made  of. 

That  the  lift  of  the  army  raifing  amounts  to 
3^,000  men,  and  it*s  verily  believed  it  will  not  be 
lefs  than  25,000  good  men. 

All 
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All  the  regiments  will  be  perfonally  commanded  A.D  1650 
by  the  beft  of  the  Nobility  in  Scotland.  u^ 

The  Earl  of  Crauford  hath  already  under  com- 
mand a  regiment  of  1 500  foot ;  the  Earl  of  Kelly 
another  of  the  fame  number  •,  both  which  regiments 
have  been  raifed  in  Fife ;  the  Earl  of  At  hoi  hath  al- 
ready 1000  At  hoi  men,  which  are  as  good  foot  as 
are  in  the  world. 

There  is^a  very  good  train  of  16  guns  prepared. 
The  King  intends  to  command  as  Generaliflimo 
in  his  own  Perfon. 

There  is  yet  no  Lieutenant-General  appointed, 
but  David  Lefley  (being  General  of  the  horfe)  com- 
mands (yet)  as  Lieutenant-General  of  the  whole 
army  •,  Middleton  is  by  David  Lejley's  means  made 
Lieutenant-General  of  the  horfe ',  fome  fpeech  there 
is  that  the  Earl  of  Lothian  (Carr)  mall  be  Lieute- 
nant-General of  the  army. 

Col.  Maffey  hath  a  good  body  of  horfe,  which  is 
to  be  made  800  horfe,  confifting  moft  of  Englifh 
and  other  ftrangers. 

There  come  now  over  from  Cromwell  daily  both 
horfe  and  foot,  by  ten  in  a  company ;  and  many 
inferior  officers  with  them. 

Marquefs  Argyle  will  not  permit  Duke  Hamilton 
to  have  any  power  or  command  at  all ;  but  hath  a 
principal  care  to  keep  him  under ;  fo  as  his  Grace 
meddles  with  nothing ;  but  having  done  his  pe- 
nance is  abfolved  and  fits  ftill. 

The  Scots  have  lately  taken  two  mips  of  about 
350  tuns  apiece,  intended  for  Cromwell's  fupply; 
the  one  was  laden  with  ten  thoufand  pair  of  boots 
and  fhoes,  and  with  a  proportion  of  bread  for  Crom- 
well's army  for  four  months ;  the  other  with  great 
quantity  of  butter,  cheefe,  fack,  and  other  good 
provifions. 

Perth% 


4 1  o  Original  Letters  and  Papers 

Perth,  Jan.  20,  1650,  O.  S. 

nj  'L^j  All  things  now  go  on  very  cordially  and  unani- 
mouily  for  his  Maje  fly's  intereft ;  fo  that  within  a 
month  we  doubt  not  but  once  more  to  have  twenty 
thousand  men  in  the  field,  and  thofe  of  other  man- 
ner of  fpirits  and  loyalty  than  the  laft  army  which 
was  overthrown.  All  without  exception  are  to 
bring  what  they  can  into  the  field.  The  Marquefs  of 
Huntley's  and  Middleton's  excommunications  are  ta- 
ken off,  and  they  are  admitted  to  command. 

The  Kirk  (who  govern  all)  are  now  as  violent 
for  the  King  and .  his  intereft,  as  ever  they  were 
againft  both,  they  having  excommunicated  thofe 
that  are  gone  into  Cromwell :  and  have  fct  forth  a 
Decree,  That  no  man  fhall  prefume  to  pray  or 
preach  againft  the  prefent  refolutions  and  proceed- 
ings of  his  Majefty  and  the  Parliament  under  pain 
of  being  cenfured  by  them ;  that  there  fhall  be  no 
fuch  word  heard  more  as  a  malignant. 

Sir  Alexander  Hope  (whom  his  Majefty  at  the 
folicitation  of  fome  of  his  friends,  hath  made  him 
Gentleman-Ufher  of  his  Privy-Chamber  and  Mafter 
Falconer  in  this  Country)  came  within  thefe  two 
days  and  made  his  addreffes  to  the  King,  to  let 
him  know  there  were  two  brothers  of  his  (both 
Lords  of  the  Seflions)  that  were  very  much  his 
Majefty 's  humble  fervants,  that  were  troubled  in 
confeience  to  fee  him  take  thofe  ways  he  now  was 
in,  and  forefeeing  his  deftrudlion  if  he  perfifted  in 
them,  they  were  reftlefs  till  they  fent  his  Majefty 
their  humble  advice,  which  was,  that  he  fhould 
fpeedily  treat  with  Cromwell,  quit  his  intereft  in 
England  and  Ireland,  give  Cautionary  Towns  for 
the  performing  of  the  articles,  and  content  himfelf 
with  this  country,  till  he  had  a  better  opportunity 
and  means  to  recover  the  reft.  To  which  his  Ma- 
jefty refolutely  and  difcreetly  anfwered.  That  he 

would 
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would  fee  both  him  and  his  brothers  hanged  at  ./?.£>.  1650 
one  end  of  the  rope,  and  Cromwell  at  the  other, 
before  he  would  do  any  fuch  thing :  and  went  in- 
ffcantly  and  complained  of  it  to  the  Committee  of 
Eftates,  who  prefently  confined  him  to  his  lodging, 
and  fent  to  examine  him  and  his  two  brethren  ;  but 
what  they  will  do  with  them  is  not  yet  known.  By 
this  you  may  fee  by  what  rulers  we  were  governed 
when  firft  we  came  hither,  and  with  what  ftrange 
difficulties  this  poor  King  hath  Itruggled :  but  now 
I  hope  the  worft  is  pari: ;  for  fo  great  a  change  as  is 
now  here  could  never  be  hoped  nor  expected. 

The  King  was  crowned  the  firft  of  January  :  the 
Crown  was  put  on  his  head  by  the  Marquefs  of  Ar- 
gyle.  The  ceremony  was  performed  with  great  accla- 
mations and  expreflions  of  joy,  and  as  much  folem- 
nity  as  this  time  and  place  could  admit  of. 

Cromwell  lies  yet  ftill,  the  weather  neither  per- 
mitting him  nor  us  to  put  ourfelves  into  action  :  he 
contents  himfelf  for  the  prefent  with  Leith  and  E- 
dinburgh,  which  caftle  was  bafely  betrayed  to  him 
by  Dundas  the  Governor. 


Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency , 

pTp  H  E  prefent  troubles  in  France ',  and  the  unfet- 
■*■  tlednefs  of  the  Government  there  upon  this 
late  great  alteration,  hath  deferred  the  Duke  of 
York's  journey  thither,  till  the  Queen  fhall  have 
prepared  the  way  for  him :  and  thefe  countries, 
efpecially  this  place,  will  be  as  unfit  for  his  residence 
as  any  other,  when  the  EmbarTadors  expected  fhort- 
ly  from  England  fhall  arrive.  All  that  I  know  or 
can  learn  by  Mr.  Seymour  concerning  my  attendance 
on  the  Duke  of  York  and  your  Excellency  in  France 

is 
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AD.  1 650  is  expreffed  in  the  King's  inftru&ions  to  him  \ 
which  fays,  that  I  fhould  be  encouraged  to  go  into 
France,  What  that  encouragement  mall  be,  I  yet 
underftand  not ;  but  how  unacceptable  I  am  to  fome 
at  the  Louvre ,  I  am  fure  your  Lordfhip  hath  heard. 
If  it  be  ftill  held  a  fault,  that  I  will  not  break  my 
promife  and  faith  to  thofe  that  trufted  me  with  as 
much  as  their  lives  and  fortunes,  I  am  certainly  very 
unfit  to  be  under  fuch  a  regimen  or  counfel.  I 
had  much  rather  fuffer  as  a  Dove,  than  prevail  as  a 
Serpent,  and  am  fo  far  in  love  with  plain  dealing, 
as  I  fliall  never  envy  any  who  gains  by  fubtilty. 
Until  the  King's  affairs  on  this  fide  fhall  be  manag- 
ed by  a  formed  and  fworn  Counfel  compofed  of  loy- 
al and  unbiaffed  perfons  who  will  truft  each  other 
and  will  be  trufted  by  the  Royal  party,  I  cannot 
expecl:  any  profperity  in  his  affairs  or  enterprizes  5 
but  for  his  Majefty  to  put  himfelf  folely  into  the 
hands  of  thole  whofe  counfels  and  conducl  have 
been  fo  apparently  unfortunate  to  his  blefied  Father 
and  Himfelf,  is  a  prudence  and  policy  that  I  cannot 
fathom. 

Mr.  Fanjloaw  fet  fail  from  the  Brill  on  Monday 
was  fevennight  with  a  fair  wind  which  held  four  or 
five  days  ;  fo  as  it's  believed  he  was  with  the  King 
fome  days  fince,  and  it's  hoped  will  be  back  by 
Eafter :  by  him  we  fliall,  I  believe,  have  more  cer- 
tain meafures  how  to  judge  of  the  King's  condition 
and  affairs  in  Scotland ^  which  I  have  fome  reafon  to 
doubt  are  not  in  fo  profperous  a  ftate  as  fbme  relate 
them.  Mr.  Rains  ford  and  Mr.  Cooky  (who  came 
laft  from  Scotland  and  are  newly  gone  for  France) 
fay  no  more  of  the  levies  and  union  in  Scotland) 
than  thofe  did  whofe  relations,  or  rather  reports,  I 
formerly  fent  your  Excellency.  The  Funeral  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange  is  to  be  Tuefday  next,  and  the 
King  hath  fent  a  letter  to  the  Lord  Percy  to  repre- 
fent  hisPerfon  in  that  fad  folemnity^  which  is  here 

by 
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by  all  knowing  men  thought  very  ftrange,  it  being  A.D.  1650 
never  known  that  a  Sovereign  King  did  ever  attend  ^V^ 
the  corpfe  of  any  King  that  was  not  his  Father. 
But  for  his  Majefty  to  attend  on  the  body  of  a  petty 
Prince  not  of  Royal  Blood,  is  held  a  great  diminu- 
tion of  Regality  •,  andif  theD.of  Tork  was  not  thought 
fit  to  attend  at  the  Chriftening  of  a  living  Prince 
of  the  Blood  Royal,  much  lefs  ought  the  King's 
Perfon  be  reprefented  at  this  funeral :  but  it's  be- 
lieved the  Lord  Percy  got  this  done,  that  he  might 
have  the  honour  to  reprefent  his  Majefty's  Perfon  at 
fo  great  and  folemn  a  meeting ;  but  I  hope  he  fhall 
be  perfuaded  to  lay  it  afide  and  not  put  it  in  execu- 
tion. 

The  Duke  of  Tork  intends  this  week  to  fend  ano- 
ther exprefs  into  Scotland  to  the  King,  to  acquaint 
his  Majefty  with  the  reafon  of  his  ftay  here,  and 
with  his  refolution  to  go  into  France,  as  foon  as  the 
Queen  mail  fend  him  notice  that  it's  fit  for  him  fo  to 
do.  I  prefume  your  Excellency  is  not  unacquaint- 
ed how  the  Queen  hath  very  much  difobliged  all 
the  imprifoned  Princes  by  her  frequent  and  impor- 
tunate folicitations  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  not  to 
infift  fo  much  for  their  releafe;  which  I  doubt  will 
be  remembred  to  her  Majefty's  difad vantage.  But 
I  am  credibly  allured  that  the  Prince  of  Conde  hath 
much  kindnefs  for  the  King  and  the  Duke  of  Torky 
but  very  little  for  the  Queen,  and  none  at  all  for 
Lord  Jermyn,  who  (I  am  told)  is  become  now  very 
contemptible  in  the  Parliament.  I  have  fo  tired 
your  Lordfhip,  as  I  fhall  fpare  my  noble  Lady  the 
trouble  of  my  letters  this  week :  if  your  Excellen- 
cy pleafe  to  give  me  leave  herein  to  prefent  my 
humble  duty  to  her  as  to  your  Lordfhip,  being,  &c. 

Hague,  March  1,  165^ 

Cha,  Ledison. 

I  fray 
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I  pray  be  pleafed  to  decypher  this  your f elf  . 
My  Lord,  March  T5T  165°-. 

„/.£>.  1 650 *"T"*  HE  R  E  are  lately  feveral  exprefles  come  fe- 
\*ty>^  -*■  cretly  to  the  Lord  Hopton  and  Secretary  Ni- 
cholas from  divers  perfons  of  eminent  loyalty  and 
abilities  of  England,  acquainting  us,  that  they  are 
ready  to  feize  and  poffefs  themfelves  of  feveral  ports 
and  places  of  ftrength  and  importance  there  for  the 
King's  fervice,  if  they  mould  receive  directions  at 
what  time  to  do  it  from  the  King  or  any  of  his 
Council  in  whom  they  dare  confide  :  but  they  will 
by  no  means  that  any  at  Paris,  or  that  Lord  Cole- 
pepper  or  Mr.  Long  be  acquainted  with  any  of  their 
defigns.  Thefe  men  alfo  defire  Commiffions  for 
fome  perfons  whom  they  dare  truft  to  be  Governors 
of  fuch  places  as  they  mall  feize.  There  are  others 
who  offer  to  feize  the  Council  of  State  at  London, 
if  they  may  have  encouragement  and  fome  reason- 
able demands  promifed  them  ;  whereof  none  here 
that  they  confide  in  can  fatisfy  them,  and  they  will 
not  by  any  means  have  to  do  with  any  perfon  be- 
longing to  the  Louvre  Councels.  The  reafons  of 
their  averfenefs  and  diftruft  of  thofe  at  Paris  are, 
that  they  obferve  and  fo  have  done  long,  that  very 
few  of  thofe  who  have  in  thefe  falfe  times  been  moft 
loyal  and  faithful  to  the  laft  and  to  this  King  are  re- 
garded by  the  Louvre,  and  that  fome  others  who 
have  been  branded  are  (as  they  fay)  itill  valued  and 
trufted  by  them  in  the  greater!  bufinefs  •,  that  the 
Louvre's  management  of  affairs  hath  been  not  only 
very  unfortunate,  but  ever  fo  unfecret,  that  all  they 
deflgn  to  act  is  carried  to  the  rebels  of  England,  as 
foon  as  propofed  to  them.  My  Lord  Hopton  find- 
ing himfelf  neglected  and  unacceptable  is  partly  up- 
on difcontent  and  partly  to  live  cheaper  retired  to 
WefeL  I  befeech  your  Lordfhip  to  keep  this  to 
yourfelf,  and  to  vouchfafe  me  your  Excellency's  ad- 
vice herein.  Sir 
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Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pie afe  your  Excellency  > 

I  Have  by  the  Lord  Inchiquin  received  your  Lord-  ^.0.1650 
fhip's  of  February  16,  whereby  I  underftandv 
your  Lordfhip's  intention  to  return  to  Caen,  The 
unfettled  condition  of  affairs  in  France  may  (  I  be- 
lieve) keep  the  Duke  of  York  here  longer  than  he 
expected,  or  now  defires,  being  moft  willing  to 
comply  in  all  things  with  the  King  his  brother's  di- 
rections, and  to  that  end  he  intends  to  write  to  the 
Queen  to  haften  his  return  for  France  \  but  without 
a fupply  of  money  he  is  not  able  to  ftir  hence, 
having  (as  he  told  me  yefterday)  not  a  milling  left 
of  what  he  hath  had  fince  he  came  hither. 

I  have  it  from  a  good  hand  that  the  Duke  of 
Lorrain  pretends  to  do  great  matters  in  Ireland  for 
the  Papifts  there,  for  which  fervice  he  hopes  the 
Pope  will  legitimate  his  two  children  by  his  fecond 
wife:  but  thereof,  I  prefume,  Lord  Taaffe  will  ad- 
vertife  your  Excellency  more  particularly  than  I 
can. 

I  have  herein  fent  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
a  very  able  and  judicious  perfon,  which  I  pray  be 
pleafed  to  decypher  yourfelf,  and  when  you  have 
read  it  to  burn  it.  I  aflure  you,  I  have  others  of 
the  fame  kind  from  no  ill  hands,  but  this  is  from 
one  that  I  know  to  be  moft  impartial.  As  for  my- 
felf,  I  eafily  acknowledge  that  I  am  not  wife  enough 
to  forefee  what  card  mail  be  turned  trump ;  but  I  dare 
boldly  fay,  that  be  it  what  it  can  be  in  the  whole  pack, 
the  Louvre  fhall  never  have  a  faving  game  in  the 
end  ;  but  this  I  fay  only  to  yourfelf,  and  I  am  not 
fingle  in  this  opinion. 

The  King's  affairs  in  Scotland  and  elfewhere  are 

now  very  near  a  great  crifis,  God  profper  him  and 

4  all 
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^.Z>.i6$oalI  his  enterprises.  M.  Joachim  is  ftill  here,  and 
l/"Y\J  fome  fay  he  goes  not  till  the  Embafladors  arrive 
from  England:  but  moft  true  it  is,  that  thefe  States 
are  defirous  firft  (at  leaft)  to  fpeak  with  M.  de  Bel- 
lievre,  and,  if  it  may  be,  the  fuccefs  of  his  Majefty's 
affairs  in  Scotland.  I  fear  the  peace  in  Germany  is 
ftill  much  unfettled,  efpecially  fince  the  Pope  and 
the  King  of  Spain  have  feverally  declared  againft  it. 
I  hear  that  the  Council  of  State  ("without  the  pri- 
vity of  the  thing  called  a  Parliament  in  England) 
have  fent  to  prefs  5000  men  in  Wales ^  whom  they 
intend  by  force  to  fend  over  into  Ireland  \  which  I 
believe  and  fuppofe  will  work  a  general  difcontent 
in  England^  where  I  am  told  there  begin  to  be  a- 
mong  the  Grandees  high  emulations  already.  I 
prefume  your  Excellency  knows  that  the  Prince  of 
Conde  did  not  in  almoft  a  fortnight  after  he  came 
to  Paris  vifit  the  Queen  of  England,  and  I  do  not 
hear  that  he  hath  yet  done  it.  I  am  fure  your  Ex- 
cellency hath  heard  that  your  Lordfhip's  friends  at 
the  Louvre  offered  the  Cardinal  Jerfey  for  his  re- 
treat 5  which  was  a  ftrange  and  moft  unfkiJlful 
counfel  in  the  opinion  of  wife  men,  efpecially  in  this 
conjunction  of  affairs  in  France.  I  prefume  your 
Excellency  will  have  letters  now  from  hence  from 
Lord  Incbiquin,  which  makes  me  forbear  to  hold 
you  any  longer  with  my  tedious  difcourfes,  and  to 
crave  leave  hereby  to  afliire  you  that  I  am,  &c. 

Hague,  March  \% 

165*.  N.S.  Cha,  Leeison. 


j  pray 
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/  pray  be  pleafed  to  decypher  this  your/elf. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  of  the  44  of  February 
165?,  from  a  very  difcreet  and  right  ajfec- 
ted  perfon  of  Quality. 

IProteft,  Sir,  my  heart  is  almoft  broke  to  confi-^.D.1656 
der  the  fad  events  will  happen  upon  the  King's 
delivering  himfelf  up  to  be  governed  by  the  Louvre ; 
for  it  will  force  all  honeft  men  abroad  to  retire  from 
his  bufinefs,  and  it  will  difcontent  and  difhearten  all 
the  loyal  party  in  England.  By  a  letter  from  a  per- 
fect loyal  perfon  from  England,  I  am  advertifed 
that  it's  not  credible  how  freely  and  voluntarily  the 
people  in  England  lift  themfelves  to  go  againft  the 
Scots  ever  fince  the  King's  declaration  came  from 
thence,  and  that  they  now  underftand,  that  thofe 
now  about  the  King,  with  the  influence  of  the 
Louvre,  rule  and  betray  him  to  the  Scots :  and 
to  ufe  his  own  words  who  writ  the  letter,  he  faith, 
that  "  as  the  hatred  of  the  Queen  and  her  govern- 
ing made  many  rebels  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Englifh.  rebellion ;  fo  the  fame  apprehenfions  be- 
gin to  work  afrefh  even  in  thofe  who  have  all 
this  while  fufFered  in  the  King's  caufe.  Believe 
<c  it,  Sir,  it  muft  be  other  manner  of  men  and  other 
"  manner  of  grounds  than  what  they  go  upon,  that 
<c  muft  raife  an  Englifh  arrny  at  this  time  of  the 
N  day. 


Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  ^Ormonde, 

May  it  pleafeyour  Excellency, 

*TP  H  E  fincere  and  entire  affection  I  have  long 

■■•    had,  and  fhall  ever  have  for  your  perfon  and 

Vol.  I.  E  e  interefts, 
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'./fZ).i650interefts,  will  not  permit  me  to  conceal  from  you 
y^V^  what  peradventure  a  better  Courtier  might  think  fit 
to  filence,  which  are  fome  advertifements  of  near 
concernment  to  you,  that  I  have  received  from  feve- 
ral  perfons  who  truly  honour  your  Excellency.  And 
becaufe  it  may  be  you  may  have  heard  from  fome 
to  whom  this  relates,  fome  things  to  my  prejudice, 
I  will  not  exprefs  the  fame  in  words  of  mine  own, 
but  give  it  your  Lordihip  in  extracts  of  the  very 
letters  themfelves  ;  which  I  fend  inclofed,  humbly 
leaving  the  judgment  thereof  to  yourfelf,  begging 
your  pardon  for  this  prefumption. 

Concerning  the  Queen's  diflike  of  me,  as  I  am 
fatisfied  I  have  done  nothing  to  deferve  it,  fo  if  the 
fidelity  and  integrity  wherewith  I  have  always  ferved 
may  not  (ct  me  right  in  her  Majefty's  opinion,  I 
fhall  patiently  bear  her  difpleafure,  and  defire  my 
friends  not  to  be  felicitous  therein  for  me,  as  I  un- 
derftand  your  Lordihip  hath  been,  and  I  humbly 
thank  your  Lordfhip  for  it ;  for  indeed  I  fhall  have 
no  comfort  to  ferve  where  I  am  fo  much,  and  I 
conceive  fo  unjuflly  diftrufted :  but  if  I  may  obtain 
leave  to  retire  with  his  Majefty's  gracious  opinion, 
I  fhall  take  it  for  a  fingular  obligation,  and  your 
Excellency  cannot  lay  on  me  a  greater  bond  than  to 
be  a  means  therein  on  my  behalf,  who  am  not  only 
grown  old,  but  by  late  unprofitable  and  ufelefs  at- 
tendance drawn  fo  very  low  as  I  and  mine  are  ready 
to  perifh. 

By  the  inclofed  extract  out  of  the  Mercurius 
Politicus  fent  me  from  Paris,  your  Lordfhip  may 
fee  with  what  prudence  and  fecrecy  the  King's  burl- 
nefs  is  by  the  great  Statefmen  at  the  Louvre  managed. 
I  wifh  that  was  the  only  fad  inftance  of  the  unfkill- 
ful  management  and  counfels  there.  There  is  no 
exprefs  arrived  here  from  Scotland  fince  Mr.  Rains- 
ford,  and  he  brought  no  more  news  than  TzMr, 
Blague  and  their  company  delivered  5  but  by  the 
2  reports 
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reports  of  divers  fhips  that  are  fince  come  thence,  /?.£>.  1650 
we  believe  the  King  is  like  to  have  fhortly  a  confi-  ^OTNJ 
derable  army,  and  that  Cromwell  and  his  men  are 
fick  and  weak  and  much  dejected,  fince  their 
treacherous  defign  upon  Brunt-ijland  failed,  in  which 
Colonel  Moncke  commanded  and  hardly  efcaped. 
There  go  over  now  divers  Engliih  and  others  daily 
into  Scotland  to  the  King,  and  are  there  (we  hear) 
very  well  received.  M.  de  Bdlievre  the  French 
Embaffador  hath  lately  had  his  audience  of  thefe 
States,  and  fo  hath  like  wife  the  King  of  Portugal's 
Embaffador.  The  Princes  of  Germa  ny  are  much 
unfatisfied  that  the  execution  of  the  general  peace 
there  is  by  the  King  of  Spain  and  the  Pope  obftruc- 
ted  ;  which  hath  made  them  hold  a  Piet  amongft 
themfelves  to  confider  and  refolve  what;  is  bell  to  be 
done  therein :  fo  as  it's  believed,  there  may  break 
forth  fome  new  troubles  in  Germany  t\'is  fummer. 

The  Duke  of  York  having  by  his  letters  preffect 
the  Queen  for  her  directions  concerning  his  journey 
into  France^  and  not  receiving  any  order  from  her 
Majefly,  is  unwilling  to  be  here  when  the  EmbafTa- 
dors  expected  every  day  from  England  fhall  arrive  ; 
and  therefore  intends  within  few  days  to  go  with 
his  family  to  Breda.  His  Highnefs  is  very  defirous, 
according  to  the  King's  command,  to  return  ta 
France  as  foon  as  may  be  \  but  ibme  fay,  the  Queer* 
is  not  now  defirous  to  have  him  come  fo  foon  thi^ 
ther.  I  have  lately  feen  a  letter  from  very  good 
hands  from  England^  that  a  Town  and  Caftle  of  im- 
portance fhall  be  there  feized  for  the  King,  if  they* 
who  give  the  intelligence  may  have  order  for  it  from 
the  King  or  Duke  of  Tork ;  but  they  will  not  have 
any  at  the  Louvre  know  of  it :  and  truly  confider- 
ing  what  fpeedy  intelligence  is  ftill  given  from  Paris 
of  all  affairs  of  the  King's  which  are  tranfacted  at 
the  Louvre^  even  in  the  Mercurius  in  England^  I 
cannot  blam*  thofe  that  will  not  confide  in  any  there, 

E  e  2  nor 
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jf.D.  1650  nor  (hall  I  ever  be  an  inftrumentto  bring  any  honeft 
V^W>  man  in  danger  of  communicating  affairs  with  fuch 
futile  perfons.     I  fhall  not  now  add  any  more  but 
my  humble  aflurance  that  I  ihall  ever  remain,  &c. 

Hague,  March  T5T>  1654. 

Cha.  Ledison. 


ExtraSls  inclofed. 

Paris i  March  3,  1651.    N.  S. 

I  Shall  refer  you  to  the  laft  week's  Politicus,tp  fliew 
you  the  Queen's  opinion  of  Secretary  Nicholas^ 
and  to  let  you  fee  what  good  intelligence  they  have 
in  England  from  Paris  ;  affuring  you  all  paflage3 
in  it  which  relate  to  the  Louvre  are  true. 

The  Marquefs  of  Ormonde**,  defign  for  making  a 
better  underffonding  amongft  the  remnant  of  loyal 
perfons  were  very  good,  if  purfued  upon  a  right 
ground,  but  I  much  fear  he  is  put  upon  this  attempt 
by  Lord  Digby  and  the  Louvre,  with  an  intent  that 
by  him  they  may  work  upon  honeft  men  to  their 
advantage,  as  they  ferve  themfelves  of  him  to  coun- 
tenance their  Louvre  Counfels. 

They  brag  much  at  the  Louvre  that  the  Marquefs 
of  Ormonde  is  of  their  Counfel,  and  that  which 
makes  me  rather  believe  it  is,  that  whilft  the  Mar- 
quefs of  Argyle  courts  the  Louvre  one  way,  Duke 
Hamilton  doth  it  another  way  by  the  Marquefs  of 
Ormonde,  and  the  inftrument  between  them  is  Mr. 
Maxwell  (a  very  Scot)  who  lately  received  a  letter 
of  three  pages  from  Duke  Hamilton,  which  in  a 
vanity  he  mewed  to  fbme  women.  The  contents 
of  it  were  to  take  notice  that  Mr.  Maxwell  had  in- 
formed Duke  Hamilton^  that  the  Marquefs  of  Or- 
monde was  told,  that  at  the  treaty  at  Breda,  Hamil- 
ton mould  have  preffed  the  King  to  remove  Ormonde 

from 
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from  the  command  in  Ireland,  and  to  pray  Maxwell  A.t>.  1650 
to  affure  Ormonde  that  he  was  the  man  oppofed  allf 
the  reft  of  his  countrymen  in  that  motion. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  another  Hand,    Paris, 
March  %d,  1651. 

Upon  the  Marquefs  of  Ormonde's  departure  hence, 
I  had  a  conference  with  him  concerning  you,  and 
found  him  much  afflicted  with  the  Queen's  counte- 
nance, which  was  not  fo  benign  to  you  as  he  could 
wifh  :  he  was  confident  of  fbme  value  with  her, 
and  therefore  told  me  he  had,  and  would  ftill  ufe 
his  intereft  to  preferve  you  with  her ;  for  he  faid 
(and  I  believe)  that  me  would  be  very  powerful  in 
the  King's  Counfeis  and  with  his  Minifters,  and  he 
would  neither  have  a  prejudice  done  to  the  univer- 
fi.l'ty  of  affairs  nor  to  your  perfon  by  her  Majefty's 
mifapprehenfion  of  you.  I  muft  not  doubt  of  your 
intelligence  hereof,  either  by  himfelf  or  by  abler 
hands  than  mine  ;  yet  rinding  fbme  reports  of  that 
Marquefs's  engagements  with  thofe  of  the  Louvre, 
fince  his  departure,  wherein  I  could  wifh  his  caution, 
the  rather  becaufe  the  defign  is  too  muchdifcovered, 
J  could  wifh  he  had  your  judgment  of  men  along 
with  him,  left  the  King's  fervice  and  his  honour 
mould  fuffer ;  and  however  that  Marquefs  hath  not 
hitherto  been  fuccefsful,  yet  there  is  as  much  true 
honour,  loyalty  and  virtue  in  his  perfon  as  in  any  o- 
ther  fubjecl:  which  mould  be  preferred,  which  con- 
fiderations  I  refer  to  you. 

Extratl  out  of  Mercurius  Politicus,  February  7, 

165?,  N.  S. 

Marquefs  Ormonde  is  to  ftay  but  a  little  while 
from  the  Lauvre,  the  King  of  Scotland  having  by 
his  letters  (thofe  brought  by  Mr.  Seymour)  fubftituted 
him  to  my  Lord  Byron,  and  defired  him  to  take 

Ee  3  the 


422       Original  Letters  and  Papers 

^.2X1650 the  Duke  of  York  into  his  charge  and  tuition  ;  and 
y^Y^'  as  by  the  faid  Seymcur  he  bid  the  Duke  of  York  o- 
bey  his  mother's  commands  in  returning  into  France , 
{o  he  alfo  bid  him  for  to  gratify  her  further,  to  put 
away  Sir  Geo.  Raddiff  and  Dr.  Killigrew,  two  per- 
fons  no  ways  acceptable  to  her.  But  the  King  hath 
not  given  his  mother  full  contentment  in  this  parti- 
cular, fcrafmuch  as  he  hath  bid  the  Duke  to  keep 
Sir  Edward  Nicholas ',  Sir  Edward  Herbert  and  Dr. 
Stewart  ftiil  about  him,  and  to  da  nothing  without 
their  advice  cf  any  matter  of  moment ;  as  likewife 
to  join  unto  them  Sir  Edward  Hyde,  who  is  on  his 
way  hither  out  cf  Spain  with  Cottington,  thefe  four 
perfcns  being  as  little  in  the  Queen's  favour  as  thefe 
two  that  are  turned  away.  Sh^  hath  wrote  to  the 
Duke  by  the  laft  poft,  that  he  may  ftay  yet  a  while 
in  Holland^  not  thinking  it  fo  fit  nor  honourable  for 
him  to  come  back  hither,  but  upon  fome  invitation 
from  the  French  Court,  the  which  me  thought 
would  be  obtained  by  her  with  much  facility.  But 
hitherto  me  hath  not  been  able  to  procure  any  fuch 
letter  from  the  Queen  regent,  although  me  hath  fb- 
licited  it  with  much  earneftnefs,  and  that  her  great 
endeavours  of  making  the  Duke  jy Orleans  and  the 
Regent  friends,  feem  to  merit  at  leaft  fo  fmall  a  fiv» 
vour  at  the  Regent's  hands. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency  9 

IHad  the  laft  week  the  honour  of  yours  of  the 
2d  of  this  month,  and  hope  that  before  this 
your  Lordfhip  hath  fully  ail  particulars  brought  to 
Paris  by  ffilus  and  others,  who  (it's  here  faid)  brought 
many  particulars  from  Scotland  of  great  concern- 
ment ;  whereupon  I  hear  the  L<ord  Jermyn  is  mak- 
ing hafte  to  go  to  Scotland  5  but  whether  his  aflbciate 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Daniel  Hollis  will  go  thither  fo  foon  I  yet  hear  d.D.  1650 
not ;  albeit  I  am  told  he  had  as  kind  invitations  as  Vs-rY>"^ 
the  other,  and  truly  I  believe  would  be  fully  as  ufe- 
ful  to  the  King,  being  a  perfbn  of  good  abilities  and 
great  credit  in  that  Kingdom,  as  I  formerly  ac- 
quainted your  Excellency.  I  find  the  Lord  Taaffe 
is  in  treaty  ftill  with  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  and  I 
hear  hath  already  gotten  from  him  fomething  in 
order  to  the  afliftance  of  Ireland  •,  but  what  the 
particulars  are,  and  on  what  terms,  I  know  no  more 
than  I  have  formerly  written,  but  I  prefume  you 
will  be  advertifed  thereof  by  Lord  Inchiquin  or 
Lord  Taaffe.  But  I  wiih  that  the  Duke  (who  is  a 
crafty  merchant)  be  real  in  his  undertakings  and 
performances. 

Concerning  the  Duke  of  lark's  journey  for  France, 
we  have  here  yet  no  more  news  than  I  acquainted 
you  in  my  laft,  only  it's  written  by  fome  from 
Paris,  that  it's  believed  the  Queen  will  not  now 
be  fudden  in  fending  for  him.  This  place  is  not  fit 
for  his  refidence,  and  if  money  can  be  gotten,  he 
intends  this  week  or  the  next  to  go  to  Breda  before 
the  rebels  Embafladors  come  hither,  who  are  daily 
expected  here.  We  mail  now  with  the  firft  wind 
expect  Mr.  Fan/haw  from  Scotland,  by  whom  I 
hope  to  receive  fuch  meafures  as  to  be  able  to  form 
a  refolution  what  to  do  for  my  own  particular  :  and 
I  befeech  your  Lordfhip  not  to  be  fevere  in  your 
cenfure  of  your  humble  fervant,  if  after  fo  great 
fcorn  and  patience  I  do  at  length  (fince  I  can  do 
the  King  no  fervice  in  the  ways  he  takes  and  with 
the  Counfels  he  now  fuffers  himfelf  to  be  governed 
by)  endeavour  to  preferve  myfelf  and  poor  family 
from  utter  ruin.  For  indeed,  as  the  cafe  now  ftands 
I  cannot  conceive  our  ftarving  to  do  his  Majefty  no 
fervice  can  be  required  from  me  ;  and  I  am  confident 
my  retiring  will  be  moft  agreeable  to  thofe  into 

Ee  4  whofs 
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r^.Z).i65owhofe  hands  he  hath  now  put  all  his  bufinefs,  where- 
in I  fnall  heartily  pray  for  all  profperity. 

I  have  herein  fent  your  Excellency  an  extract  of 
a  letter  I  received  lately  from  Paris,  whereby  your 
Lordfhip  may  fee  what  judgment  abler  men  than 
I  make  of  the  Counfels  at  the  Louvre,  whereby  his 
Majefty  is  and  hath  been  governed.  Oh  !  my  Lord, 
without  a  well  compofed  Council  of  loyal  perfons 
that  can  truft  one  another  and  will  be  trufted  by 
honeft  and  loyal  men,  I  can  never  hope  to  fee  his 
Majefty  again  on 'his  Throne,  or  any  of  his  de- 
figns  or  enterprizes  to  profper.  The  Lord  Inchi- 
quin  was  the  laft  week  arrefted  by  fome  Dutchmen 
at  Amfierdam  for  flaying  of  a  fhip  in  Ireland,  which 
it  feems  was  arrefted  by  your  Excellency's  order  or 
warrant,  which  appearing  his  Lordfhip  is  at  liberty. 
By  this  you  may  fee  that  thefe  countries  are  no  re- 
fpecters  of  perfons.  I  affure  your  Lordfhip,  I  hear 
that  the  levies  in  Scotland  %p  on  very  flowly,  and  fo? 
my  part  I  have  reafon  to  fear  the  King's  Perfon  is  in 
very  great  danger  where  he  now  is :  God  preferve 
and  protect  his  Majefty.  By  a  Dutch  veffel  newly 
come  from  Scotland,  it's  reported,  that  there  are 
three  men  hanged  that  would  have  betrayed 
Brunt-ijland  to  Cromwell  \  but  one  Moffethzt  was 
hired  by  the  Englifh  rebels  to  poifon  the  King,  and 
after  his  confeffing  that  his  wicked  defign  being 
condemned  by  the  Parliament  in  Scotland  to  die  for 
it,  was  afterwards  by  the  importunity  and  means 
of  the  Earl  of  Lothian  {Carre)  pardoned.  I  fhall 
now  add  no  more,  but  crave  pardon  for  this  tedi- 
oufnefe,  refting,  &c. 


Hague,  March  if,  i(>5f, 

JO.  j0NESfl 

lnclofed% 
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Inclofedy  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Paris,  of 
March  10,  1651.    N.  S. 

THE  Coadjutor  (who  is  the  perfon  that  for  f^**& 
State  intrigues  rules  the  reft)  did  this  week^^1^ 
upon  a  private  audience  he  gave  Morrel  (the  rebels 
Agent)  without  any  nicety  barefaced  and  refolutely 
declare,  he  would  meddle  no  more  with  his  bufinefs, 
becaufe  he  faw  all  the  Papers  and  AddrefTes  bore 
the  ftile  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England,  which 
he  had  vowed  to  die  e're  he  would  acknowledge : 
whereupon  I  iiTure  you,  Morrel  is  at  his  wits  end. 
And  to  let  you  fee  there  are  thofe  here  who  are 
mindful  of  the  King's  interefts,  the  Coadjutor  be- 
ing applied  unto  upon  this  hint,  he  anfwered,  that 
this  was  done  upon  their  general  refentment  of 
Monarchy  ;  but  to  undertake  in  the  caufe  of  the 
King,  he  thought  it  no  ways  prudent  or  fafe  for 
them,  considering  he  hath  unadvifedly  given  him- 
felf  up  into  the  hands  of  the  Scots  and  into  the 
Counfels  of  the  Louvre. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafeyour  Excellency, 

TH  E  Duke  of  York  having  long  and  with  much 
paflion  expected  the  Queen's  directions  for  his 
coming  into  France  and  not  received  any  for  it  hi- 
therto, is  now  removed  hence  to  Breda,  that  he 
might  be  abfent  when  the  things  called  Ambafla- 
dors  from  England  were  received  here,  having  in 
great  indignation  the  reception  of  his  blefled  Father's 
murderers  :  and  indeed  it  would  have  been  efteemed 
a  very  infamous  thing  for  him  to  have  remained  on 
theplace,  where  and  when  they  had  been  received  with 

fo 
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A.D.\6$o{o  much  folemnity ;  yet  his  Highnefs  offered  the 
WY^<  Princefs-Royal  to  have  (laid  with  her,  if  fhe  defired 
it.  I  intend  (it  may  be  the  next  week)  to  go  after 
his  Highnefs  to  Breda,  to  flay  there  till  Mr.  Fan- 
Jhaw  fhall  return  from  Scotland.  There  went  with 
the  Duke  to  Breda,  the  Lord  Byron,  Lord.  Gerrard, 
and  divers  other  Englifh  Gentlemen  :  Mr.  Attor- 
ney, and  Mr.  Dean  Stewart  and  others  will  follow 
him  this  week.     Lord  Inchiquin  is  ftill  at  Utrecht, 

I  have  herein  fent  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  fuch 
news,  as  fome  newly  come  from  England  report ; 
albeit  I  will  not  be  anfwerable  for  the  truth  of  every 
particular,  yet  I  afliire  you  I  had  it  from  two  very 
honed  Gentlemen.  Mr.  John  Seymour  is  newly  ar- 
rived from  England,  and  tells  me  he  will  ihortly  wait 
on  your  Lordfhip  from  your  friends  there,  and  ac- 
quaint you  with  fome  bufinefTes  of  importance.  I  hear 
the  D.  of  Lorrain  is  by  the  means  of  his  brother  the 
D.  of  Orleans  in  treaty  with  France,  I  am  very 
glad  to  hear  that  Lord  Digby  hath  by  the  Prince  of 
Conde's  favour  the  command  of  the  troops  in  Nor- 
mandy,  and  an  addition  of  200  piftoles  a  month  to 
his  former  penfion  of  100  a  month,  and  promife  of 
a  better  command :  but  I  doubt  this  (when  it  mail 
be  known  in  England)  may  give  them  an  alrum  in 
the  Weft-country.  Sir  John  Henderfon  who  came 
from  Scotland  on  Wednefday  or  this  day  fevennight, 
fakh  that  the  King  was  then  at  St.  JohnJlon*s  and 
had  an  army  of  1 6,000  foot  and  6000  horfe  ',  that 
Cromwell  was  with  a  flux  drawn  fo  weak  both  in  his 
body  and  underftanding,  as  he  was  not  able  to  ad 
or  direcl  any  thing,  and  was  gone  to  Berwick,  with 
intention  to  go  for  Newcaftle ;  that  there  were  in  no- 
mination to  have  the  command  in  chief  of  the  army, 
Lambert,  Sir  Art.  Hajlerig  and  one  Col.  Harrifon  : 
this  laft  is  at  London  and  by  the  Council  of  State 
chofen  as  one  they  are  molt  confident  of,  but  is  not 
fo  well  liked  by  the  army,  as  either  of  ths  others. 

The 
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The  Lord  Fairfax  is  in  England  dying  of  a  palfey,  A.D.\6$o 
Cromwell  wrote  in  his  laft  letter  from  Scotland,  *"  "^_i"lI 
that  the  young  man  (meaning  his  Majefty)  was 
there  very  active  and  intelligent:  which  I  am  glad 
to  hear  from  fo  rancorous  a  rebel.  God  hath  cer- 
tainly fome  great  work  in  hand,  and  the  crifis  is  now 
near,  fo  as  within  fix  weeks  we  mail  (I  believe) 
fee  fome  great  alteration.  Thefe  Ambafladors  here 
from  the  Englifh  rebels  are  generally  much  malign- 
ed, infomuch  as  their  followers  (though  very  brave) 
cannot  walk  the  ftreets,  but  they  are  by  boys  and 
women,  as  well  as  by  men,  efpecially  Dutch, 
French  and  Germans,  affronted  and  railed  at  in  the 
ftreets.  I  fear  I  tire  your  Excellency,  whilft  I  pleafe 
myfelf  with  a  defire  to  exprefs,  that  I  am,  &c. 

Hague  *  March  ~|,  165-. 

J.  Jones. 

T'heM.  ^Ormonde'*  Anfwerto  Sir  E.Nicholas. 

SIR, 

TH  E  experience  I  have  had  of  your  affection  to  j.p. ,  g5 , 
me,  ever  fince  I  had  the  honour  to  be  em-  v^ry%^ 
ployed  by  our  late  bleffed  Mafter,  renders  the  apo- 
logy in  your  letter  of  the  -^  of  this  month  ufelefs, 
as  to  the  permading  me  that  in  your  advertifements 
or  advices  you  can  have  any  ends  contrary  to  my  in- 
terefts.  And  I  hope  the  ufe  I  have  hitherto  or  fhall 
hereafter  make  of  them,  will  give  you  no  caufe  to 
repent  of  your  care  and  freedom,  or  to  defift  from 
the  continuance  of  them :  and  though  you  may  per- 
haps fometimes  find  caufe  flifficient  to  difapprovemy 
judgment,  yet  I  fhall  expect  from  your  friendfhip 
and  the  deference  I  have  to  your  abilities  a  profita- 
ble convincement  rather  than  a  filent  condemnation. 
If,  as  you  wifhed,  the  extract  you  fent  me  out  of 

Poll- 
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J.D.*6$i Pditiais  were  the  only  inftance  of  the  unfkilfulnefs 
the  Louvre  Counfels,  I  confefs  I  fhould  not  know 
how  to  blame  much  their  want  of  fecrecy  :  for  if 
you  pleafe  to  reflect  upon  what  is  there  taken  notice 
of,  you  will  find  very  little  difcovered  in  it  that  is 
true,  poflible  and  necefTary  to  be  kept  fecret,  or 
that  may  not  as  probably  have  been  publifhed  in 
Scotland  or  Holland^  as  at  Paris.  That  his  Majefty 
commanded  by  Mr.  Seymour  that  you  and  I  mould 
attend  the  D.  of  York,  and  that  Sir  G.  Radcliffe  and 
Dr.  Killigrew  mould  withdraw  themfelves,  was  not 
(I  think)  intended  to  be  kept  fo  fecret,  nor  for 
ought  I  fee,  very  poflible  or  very  neceflary  it 
fhould  :  but  that  my  attendance  fhould  be  by  way 
of  fubftitution  to  my  Lord  Byron  in  any  fenfe,  is  un- 
true. Whether  the  King  hath  ordered  his  High- 
nefs  to  keep  about  him,  together  with  you,  Sir 
Edw.  Hyde,  Sir  Edw.  Herbert  and  Dr.  Steward  is 
more  than  I  know  ;  and  yet  I  faw  Mr.  Seymour's  in- 
ftructions :  but  if  he  hath,  I  fee  not  the  prejudice 
of  having  it  known,  or  the  poffibility  of  concealing 
it  long,  if  the  King  be  obeyed.  That  you  four  are 
out  of  her  Majefty's  favour  is  the  affirmation  of  Po- 
Uticus  ;  if  it  be  true,  it  is  no  argument  of  admirable 
intelligence  ;  for  the  diflikes  of  Princes  are  for  the 
moft  part  accompanied  with  actions  or  words,  that 
manifeft  to  the  world  where  they  are  placed.  I 
could  heartily  wifh,  that  Politicus  were  wholly  de- 
ceived in  this,as  I  fuppofe  he  in  a  great  part  is  •,  or  at 
Jeaft  will  be  in  the  ufe  he  and  his  intelligencer  would 
make  of  it ;  which  doubtlefs  is,  to  make  thofe  dif- 
taftes  that  are  irreconcileable,  and  to  divide  and 
weaken  the  counfels  and  endeavours  of  all  that  are 
for  the  King's  reftoration. 

I  believe  the  Queen  writ  to  the  Duke  not  to 
come  into  France,  till  fhe  had  procured  an  invita- 
tion from  the  French  Court ;  which  was  fo  obvi- 
oufly  fit,  that  it  fell  eafily  into  every  ones  appre- 

fceniion : 
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henfion:  and  without  great  intelligence,  it  might  A.D.\6$ i 
have  been  guefTed  to  be,  (as  without  much  preju-  V-^V^ 
dice  I  think  it  might  be  owned  to  be)  part  of  the 
Queen's  letter.  But  moft  certain  I  am  that,  when 
Polilicus's  intelligence  was  given,  the  Queen  had 
not  at  all  moved  for  fuch  an  invitation :  fo  that  the 
Queen's  earned  felicitation,  and  the  other  Queen's 
coldnefs  was  a  meer  fiction  at  that  time,  and  I  be- 
lieve will  prove  no  true  prophecy. 

The  Queen's  interposition  for  reconcilement  be- 
twixt the  Queen  Regent  and  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
(for  as  much  a9  I  could  obferve  of  it,  and  I  think  I 
faw  as  far  into  it  as  he  that  fent  to  Politicus  of  it) 
was  unavoidably  put  upon  her,  and  not  very  paffio- 
nately  undertaken  or  profecuted  by  her,  especially 
as  to  the  Cardinal ;  for  whom  I  believe  me  has  no 
great  affection ;  which  I  believe  is  fo  underftood 
by  the  Prince  of  Conde. 

The  firft  of  the  extracts  you  fent  me  in  yours  of 
March  5,  fent  you  in  a  letter  of  the  3d  from  Paris, 
takes  notice  of  a  defign  I  had  to  make  a  better  un- 
derstanding amongft  the  remnant  of  loyal  perfons. 
He  that  writ  it  does  me  much  honour  to  call  that  a 
defign,  which  in  me  came  to  little  more  than  a 
hearty  impotent  wifh  :  but  his  fear  that  I  was  put 
upon  the  attempt  (as  he  calls  it)  by  my  Lord  Dig- 
by  or  any  other,  is  altogether  unnecefTary ;  for  it 
was  never  fuggefted  to  me  by  any  perfon  whatfo- 
ever,  but  merely  by  my  zeal  to  the  King's  fervice  j 
which  muft  fuffer  for  want  of  it. 

What  defign  the  Louvre  may  have  upon  honeft 
men,  to  their  advantage  and  the  prejudice  of  thofe 
men,  I  know  not ;  nor  yet  what  particular  counfek 
thofe  are  that  have  proceeded  from  thence,  fo  much 
difliked  and  to  which  they  fought  countenance  by 
me.  All  the  while  I  was  there,  the  Duke  of  Tork*s 
returning  into  France  was  the  only  thing  of  moment 
imparted  to  me :  and  in  that  I  found  little  difficulty 
2  or 
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4.D.1651  or  room  for  intrigue  :  but  I  hope  I  mail  never  be  fb 
V'V^^  unhappily  weak  as  to  be  made  inftrumental  to  the 
prejudice  of  honeft  men,  or  to  the  countenance  of 
very  imprudent  or  at  all  pernicious  counfels.  On 
the  other  fide,  I  mall  never  refufe  nor  difavow  my 
concurrence  to  fuch  counfels,  as  I  conceive  may 
probably  conduce  to  the  difturbance  of  the  rebels, 
by  whomfoever  the  counfel  is  given,or  from  whence- 
foever  the  difturbance  is  projected ;  believing  nothing 
more  dangerous  to  the  Engliiri  Monarchy,  and  to 
thofe  that  muft  ftand  or  fall  with  it,  than  that  the 
rebels  mould  have  means,  by  eafing  the  people,  to 
gain  their  affections,  and  by  a  perfect  tranquillity  to 
have  power,  leifure  and  reputation  to  eftablifh  their 
tyranny  at  home,  and  their  alliances  abroad :  and  if 
to  interrupt  them,  we  take  not  things  in  time  and  as 
they  are  offered,  we  may  well  fear  they  will  never 
come  as  we  wifh. 

I  take  it  to  be  one  thing  to  give  a  counfel,  and  an- 
other thing  to  advife  upon  a  counfel  already  taken  : 
the  one  may  be  abfolutely  unlawful ;  to  the  other  we 
may  be  abfolutely  obliged.  It  is  poffible,  if  I  had 
been  upon  the  place,  and  fit  to  have  given  my  opi- 
nion concerning  his  Majefty's  putting  himfelf  as  he 
did  into  the  hands  of  his  fubjects  of  Scotland,  I 
might  have  been  againfl  it :  but  if  againft  my  fenfe, 
(upon  what  permafion  foever)  his  Majefty  had  ta- 
ken the  contrary  advice,  I  think,  I  not  only  may 
but  ought  to  advance  his  fervice  by  my  counfels  and 
afliftance,  even  in  the  way  he  hath  chofen,  if  I  be 
admitted  or  commanded  to  it.  I  am  much  deceiv- 
ed, if  it  hath  not  paffed  for  the  moft  orthodox  doc- 
trine, with  thofe  I  take  to  be  the  moft  ortho- 
dox men,  that  in  lawful  commands  (and  fuch  cer- 
tainly is  the  defence  or  recovery  of  their  juft  rights) 
we  are  to  yield  active  obedience  to  Papift,  nay  to 
Pagan  Princes,  if  we  be  their  fubjects :  and  why 
not  as  well  at  leaft  to  a  Prefbyterian  King,  I  know 

not 
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not.     This  excurfion  is  the  longefl: ;   perhaps  \m-A.T).\t>$i 
pertinent.  ^V>-^ 

To  return  to  your  Extract:,  where  it  (ays  that,  as 
the  M.  of  Argyle  courts  the  Louvre  one  way,  Duke 
Hamilton  doth  it  another,  and  that  is  by  me,  Mr. 
Maxwell  being  the  inftrument  between  us ;  alledg- 
ing  for  argument  a  letter  Maxwell  had  then  receiv- 
ed from  Duke  Hamilton.  The  letter  intended 
Maxwell  fhewed  me  at  my  firft  coming  to  Paris : 
it  was  written  in  June  laft  after  the  conclufion  of  the 
Treaty  at  Breda,  when  there  could  be  little  expecta- 
tion of  my  doing  Duke  Hamilton  any  fervice  at  the 
Louvre,  and  it  takes  no  notice  of  any  information 
from  Maxwell.  It  is  true,  Duke  Hamilton  clears 
himfelf  of  an  imputation  caft  upon  him  touching 
me,  and  defires  Maxwell,  as  his  kinfman  and  an- 
cient acquaintance,  to  keep  him  right  with  me  and 
my  wife,  if  any  fuch  report  mould  come  to  us  j  the 
bare  mewing  of  which  letter  is  all  Maxwell's  part  in 
this  bufinefs,  or  in  any  thing  elfe  touching  Duke 
Hamilton  towards  me.  Nor  did  I  ever,  that  I  re- 
member, fo  much  as  mention  Duke  Hamilton  to  the 
Queen  or  any  body  elfe  at  the  Louvre  ;  much  lefs 
did  I  make  any  court  for  him,  or  was  defired  by 
any  body  to  do  it:  by  which,  and  the  undeferved 
mark  he  fets  upon  Maxwell,  it  feems  to  me,  that 
he  who  writ  the  letter  to  you  is  not  only  fallible  in 
his  intelligence,  but  fomewhat  an  hafty  former  of 
conclufions  upon  his  own  fancy. 

I  think  the  other  extract  was  from  Mr.  Wandes- 
ford ;  for  I  do  not  remember  to  have  taken  notice 
to  any  body  elfe  of  the  Queen's  countenance  to  you ; 
unlefs  I  may  have  faid  fomething  of  it  to  my  Lord 
Hatton.  It  is  very  true,  I  found  the  Queen  unfa- 
tisfied  with  you,  and  faid  in  your  defence  what  1 
conceived  fit  to  pafs  from  your  real  friend  to  her 
Maiefty.  I  mail  proceed  no  further  in  that,  than  I 
fhall  have  warrant  from  you  s  but  I  am  both  unwil- 
ling 
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A.T>.  165 1  Ung  and  unqualified  to  ferve  you  in  procuring  your 
^V^  retreat  from  his  Majefty's  bufinefs.     If  I  were  capa- 
ble of  it,  I  mould  rather  wifh  to  be  an  inftrument  to 
intereft  you  further  in  it  with  your  advantage  and 
contentment. 

The  defign  this  latter  extract  takes  notice  of  as 
too  much  difcovered,  is  altogether  unknown  to  me, 
nor  do  I  at  all  underftand  what  it  can  mean ;  though 
in  the  caution  and  the  words  given  me  at  the  latter 
end,  I  muft  prefume  the  advertifement  proceeds 
from  friendfhip  and  care  of  me. 

I  have  troubled  you  the  longer  with  what  may 
feem  to  you  a  j unification  of  the  Louvre,  to  let  you 
fee  that,  though  affairs  there  may  have  been  ill  carri- 
ed, yet  itis  poflible  they  may  have  been  charged  with 
more  than  they  have  to  anfwer  for.  I  doubt  not  but 
they  likewife  have  been  at  leaft  as  much  mifinform- 
ed  of  others  ;  which  if  I  knew,  I  would  as  freely 
tell  them  >  though  I  am  not  ignorant,  that  one  that 
labours  to  reconcile  parties,  and  for  that  purpofe 
delivers  his  mind  plainly,  is  in  danger  of  lofing 
both  :^but  v/hen  there  are  greater  dangers  in  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  divifion,  I  fhall  pafs  over  that. 

The  offers  made  to  you  and  the  Lord  Hopton  out 
of  England  are  of  high  importance,  if  they  come 
from  likely  undertakers :  but  how  they  can  expect 
orders,  when  to  attempt  their  defigns  with  moft 
advantage,  or  receive  commiffions  and  other  encou- 
ragements to  difpofe  and  enable  them  to  perform 
them ;  and  all  with  the  caution  prefcribed,  I  know 
not.  The  time  when  with  moft  advantage  to  exe- 
cute their  defign,  if  they  intend  the  afliftance  of 
the  Scots,  muft  be  known  out  of  Scotland :  but  they 
that  fear  to  impart  their  purpofe  to  the  Louvre,  I 
fuppofe  have  as  much  apprehenfion  of  Scotland ; 
fince  their  fear  of  the  Louvre  is  by  reafon  of  their 
believed  conjunction  with  Scotland.  If  the  defign 
be  to  fet  up  a  party  upon  the  old  foot  againft  Pref- 
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byterians  and  Independents,  I  kiiow  not  how  they  -<*•£•  1 651 
can  expect  directions  or  commiflions  from  the  King,  ^OOK 
as  he  ftands  engaged  ;  or  whether  a  party  on  that 
fcore  (lefs  than  what  could  fubfift  and  give  the  law 
of  itfeJf )  were  yet  to  be  wiihed,  even  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  party  and  caufe.  If  you  had  liber- 
ty to  acquaint  the  King  with  thefe  offers,  I  pre- 
fume  you  will  have  done  it  before  any  advice  from 
me  can  come  to  you  ;  and  if  his  Majefty  have  left 
power  in  fuch  cafes  with  the  Duke  of  Tork,  you 
have  doubtlefs  imparted  them  to  him,  and  received 
his  pleafure :  and  what  more  to  fay  of  overtures 
thus  limited,  I  know  not ;  but  that  as  you  deftre  I 
fhall  keep  them  to  myfelf.  And  having  certainly 
wearied  you  with  this  tedious  letter,  fhall  conftantly 
remain,   &c. 

March  30,    1 65 1. 

Ormonde. 


"The  M.  of  Ormonde  to  M.  Secretary  Nicholas. 

SIR, 

f  F  I  do  not  punctually  return  you  anfwers  to  all 
•*-  the  letters  you  do  me  the  favour  to  write,  I  be- 
feech  you  impute  it  to  my  want  of  matter  fit  to 
entertain  you  with,  being  here  removed  from  all  thQ 
conflderabie  occurrences  of  the  time  ;  which  arc 
from  the  places  of  action  more  fpeedily  and  cert?;"  1- 
ly  reprefented  to  you,  than  they  can  be  by  me,  that 
receive  my  knowledge  of  them  by  the  rejections  of 
others,  which  perhaps  may  form: times  bear  a  tinc- 
ture of  their  affections  that  write  them. 

I  have  as  you  deilred  me  decyphered  the  extract 
of  a  letter,  you  fent  me  in  yours  of  die  8th  of  this 
month,  with  my  own  hand,  as  I  do  all  the  letters  I 
receive  from  you.     And  becaufe  you  have  taken  the 
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1 65 1  pains  to  reiterate  your  informations  and  conceptions 
upon  that  fubject,  I  conceive,  if  you  do  not  expect 
it,  vet  it  will  not  be  difpleafing  to  you  to  know 
mine  upon  it ;  which  I  mall  deliver  to  you  with  all 
freedom,  depending  upon  your  belief  of  my  con- 
flancy  to  thofe  principles,  for  which  I  have  faith- 
f ■•  ly,  though  unfuceeisfully,  contended  and  fuf* 
fered. 

I  mall  look  no  farther  back  into  the  caufes  of  the 
ruin  of  our  late  blefTed  Mailer's  affairs,  than  to  ac- 
knowledge to  you  that  I  believe  he  might  have 
been  much  better  advifed  than  he  was,  if  he  had 
fufFered  no  advice  at  ail  to  have  prevailed  againft  his 
own  reafon,  but  followed  the  dictates  of  that  with 
fteadinefs.  And  it  may  be  very  true  that  the  obfer- 
vation  of  the  Queen's  power  may  in  the  beginning 
have  made  rebels  of  fome  that  defpaired  of  getting 
into  her  favour,  and  thereby  into  the  advantages 
they  aimed  at  j  diiguiflng,  perhaps,  the  true  reafon 
of  their  declining  their  duty  under  pretence,  that  it 
was  becaufe  they  difcerned  an  impoflibility  of  the 
King's  prevailing,  his  affairs  being  fo  governed  as 
they  were.  But  your  conftancy  in  your  fervices  and 
iufferings  for  the  King  (though  with  divers  others 
you  may  have  difapproved  the  conduct  of  his  bufi- 
nefs)  mews  that  you  abhor  the  example  and  know 
the  invalidity  of  the  pretence.  Certain  it  is  there 
can  be  no  caufe  to  juftify  rebellion  :  if  fubjects  refif. 
ting  their  Prince  can  be  made  lawful,  that  refiftance 
muft  have  another  name :  but  if  rebellion  be  as  the 
fin  of  witchcraft,  it  can  no  more  than  witchcraft  be 
legitimated  by  hopes  or  certainty  of  private  or  pub- 
lick  prefervation :  and  I  never  heard  that  any  have 
been  fo  bold  as  to  fay  private  men  or  nations. 
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Sir  E.  Nicholas  ft  fi&*  M.  Ormonde* 

Jk%>  fV  pleafe  your  Excellency^ 

I  Render  your  Lord/hip  humble  thanks  for  the  ho-  A.T>.\&$i 
nour  of  yours  of  March  23,  and  if  in  any  of  my  ^*\/*^ 
former  I  have  prefomed  too  far,  in  giving  you  the 
trouble  of  fome  extracts  of  letters  fent  me,  I   be* 
feech  you  that  my  entire  and  tender  refpects  and  af- 
fection to  your  perfon  may  purchafe  my  pardon  for; 
that  boldnefs :  and  that  you  will  vouchsafe  to  believe 
this  truth,   that  I  had  no  design  in  communicating 
the  fame,  but  merely  to  difcharge  that  part  (I  con- 
ceive) was  incumbent  on  one,  who  defifes  to  be  es- 
teemed your  Lordfhip's  moil  faithful  fervant.     I 
have  ever  been  and  am  ftill  notwithstanding  what 
any  at  the  Louvre  may  fay  to  the  contrary,  fo  much 
of  your  opinion,  as  I  conceive  he  hath  not  right  af- 
fections to  God  or  the  King,  that  fhall  decline  to 
join  with  any  party  "in  the  deftructism  of  the  rebels 
in  England ;  fo  as  it  may  be  without  prefTures  incon- 
fiflent  with  honour  and  conference.     But  I  may  tell 
your  Lordfhip,  the  harangues  in  Council,  and  diA 
courfes  in  the  Court  at  Breda  were,  that  honour  and 
conference  were  bugbears ;  and  that  the  King  ought 
to  govern  himfelf  rather  by  the  rules  of  prudence 
and  necefnty :  and  whatfoever  thofe  at  the  Louvre 
may   now  fay  to  your  Lordfhip,    I  am  told,  that 
fuch  is  ftill  the  judgment  of  fome  of  the  great  Ora- 
cles there.     I  will  not  cenfure  what  is  paft  :  but  for 
my  particular,  (becaufe  I  have  fome  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  you  may  have  there  heard  much  in  my 
.prejudice  in  that  kind)  I  can  truly  fay,  I  have  en- 
deavoured according  to  the  meafure  of  underftand- 
ing  God  hath  given  me,  to  keep  myfclf  clofe  and 
carefully  to  that  rule  your  Lordfhip  mentions,  and 
hold  it  a  madnefs  for  any  to  think  it  pollible  at  firft 
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J.D.\6$ito  reftorethe  Church  arid  State  to  their  full  right 
^J  which  muft  certainly  be  the  work  of  time,  wherein 
God's  providence  mult  be  waited  on  with  patience. 
My  Lord,  if  you  duly  obferve  the  practices  and  acti- 
ons of  thofe,  who  report  all  that  are  not  of  their  fancy 
to  be  averfe  to  join  for  the  King's  refloration,  you 
will  eafily  d'fcern  th?..  it's  they  themfelves  who  are 
the  caufe  that  all  praties  are  not  united  in  that  rnoft, 
receilary  fervice  ;  for  they  have  ever  been,  and  are 
frill  rnoft  peevifhly  and  unreafonably  ftubborn  a- 
gainft  taking  in  and  joining  with  the  King's  party, 
or  permitting  any  number  of  them  to  have  any  (hare 
in  deftroying  the  rebels,  unlefs  in  fuch  manner,  as 
when  that  fhall  be  effected,  their  friends  the  Pref- 
byterians  may  have  a  fecond  dominion  over  the 
Royalirts.  Albeit  this  may  be  the  defign  of  the 
Prefbyterian  faction,  yet  I  heartily  wifh  that  all  par- 
ties were  well  united  to  fupprefs  the  prefent  rebels. 
For  truly,  I  do  not  apprehend  that  the  Prefbyterians 
(whofe  hypocrify  is  now  better  underftood  in  Eng- 
land and  elfewhere  than  ever  it  was)  will  be  able 
ever  to  recover  again  in  England  fo  much  power  with 
the  people  to  do  mifchief,  as  once  they  had. 

I  have  herein  fent  your  Lordfhip  an  extract  of  a 
letter  I  lately  received  from  Madrid,  and  another 
of  one  that  came  latcl  y  to  my  hands  from  Mr.  Fan- 
Jhazv  from  Dundee.  We  have  here  divers  reports, 
that  the  King  hath  a  great  army,  and  I  believe  a 
good  part  of  it :  but  I  fhall  not  affirm  any  thing  tfrat 
I  have  not  from  a  good  hand  thence.  From  England 
a  Parliament  man  writes  to  a  friend  here,  that  he 
faw  a  letcer  about  a  month  fince  from  Cromwell, 
which  faid  that  the  King  was  very  active  and  intel- 
ligent in  his  bufinefs  :  and  methinks  Mr.  FanJJjaw 
fpeaks  to  the  lame  purpofe,  which  is  to  me  the  fub- 
ject  of  my  greateft  hopes  and  comfort.  I  am  fure 
your  Lordfhip  hears,  how  ticklifh  and  doubtful  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  France  is,  which  it's  thought 
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will  caufe  the  Duke  of  Tork's  ftay  to  be  longer  from^-i^i 
thence.  He  is  full  at  Breda  ♦,  but  I  perceive  his  -''"YXJ 
Royal  Sifter  is  defirous  to  have  him  now  to  return 
hither :  if  he  doth  not,  I  may  perhaps  go  to  his 
Highnefe  :  which  I  would  not  willingly  do,  becaufe 
removing  is  very  chargeable,  and  this  is  the  beft 
place  to  do  any  fervice  that  (hall  be  commanded  me ; 
and  if  none  be,  then  I  intend  before  Whitfontide 
to  go  to  V/efcl,  which  is  a  much  cheaper  and 
healthier  country,  being  three  or  four  days  journey 
from  hence. 

I  am  ad ver tiled  from  Francfort^  that  the  Duke 
of  Wirtewbcrg  hath  lately  caufed  fome  juftice  to  be 
done  on  one  Dr.  Seifrid^  who  not  long  fince  wrote 
fome  treatife,  that  the  Englifh  rebels  had  done  well 
to  murder  the  King  of  glorious  memory  •,  having 
caufed  his  papers  (full  of  new  and  pernicious  opi- 
nions) to  be  burnt  by  the  hand  of  the  hangman  ; 
and  had  put  the  Doctor  himfelf  to  death,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  great  interceflion  of  fome  about 
that  Duke :  he  hath  banifned  him  out  of  his  domi- 
nions. The  things  called  Ambaftadors  are  here  in 
very  great  pomp  and  glory  ;  which  draws  an  addi- 
tion of  envy  on  them  and  their  Matters.  They  and 
all  their  train  (which  is  near  200  perfons)  have 
now  here  really  as  great  fears  and  jealouttes  upon 
them,  as  formerly  they  feigned,  being  every  day 
affronted  by  all  nations  as  well  as  the  Englifh :  but 
this  will  not  (I  believe)  exceed  a  nine  days  wonder. 
We  expect  every  dav  an  Exprefs  from  Scotland. 
God  grant  he  may  bring  good  news :  but  I  hear 
for  certain,  that  though  the  Marqaefs  of  Huntley  be 
freed  of  his  excommunication  and  all  other  things 
impofed  on  him ;  yet  he  is  not  permitted  to  have 
any  command  in  the  army  :  which  ihews  the  uni- 
on is  not  entire  as  yet  amongft  them  -,  but  I  hope 
it  will  be  in  a  little  more  time.     I  fear  I  have  tref- 

F  f  3  patted 


4  3  8  Original  L  etters  and  Papers 

'J.D.i6$i  pafTed  too  much  on  your  Lordfhip's  patience.,  whilft 
I  endeavour  to  exprefs  that  I  am,  &c. 

Hague,  April  5,  1 651,  N.  S.  _ 

Jo.  WlJ-COCKS, 

The  M.  of  Ormonde  tQ  Sir  E.  Nicholas. 

SIR, 

AFTER  fo  tedious  a  trouble  as  that  I  gavq 
you  in  my  letter  of  March  30,  it  would  feem 
reafonable  this  fhould  not  exceed  in  length  or  in 
cypher.  I  know  no  more  of  what  litus  and  thofe 
that  came  with  him  brought  than  I  did  by  your  let- 
ters, and  till  I  received  yours  of  March  22,  had  no 
notice  that  Hollis  was  invited  into  Scotland,  But 
the  very  day  I  received  that  letter,  'Titus  came  hi- 
ther ;  and  fome  days  before  Hollis  came  :  whether 
it  was  a  defigned  meeting  betwixt  them  that  might 
be  difguifed  by  the  pretence  of  a  vifit  to  mu  I 
know  not,  or  whether  my  Lord  Jermyrfs  coming 
hither  about  a  week  hence,  as  Titus  told  me  he 
purpofed,  be  not  for  a  confultation  to  be  had  be^ 
£wixt  Jermyn  and  Hollis  under  the  fame  pretence. 
For  Titus  brought  me  neither  letter  nor  meflage, 
nor  pretended  to  mc  any  bufinefs  at  all :  and  I  prefs 
no  man  for  more  knowledge  of  his  bufinefs  than  he 
is  willing  to  impart  to  me.  Something  there  mull 
be  in  it  more  than  a  ceremonious  vifit  -9  for  Lord 
Jermyn  profefies  a  greater  freedom  in  his  friendfhip 
to  me,  than  requires  fuch  ;  however  be  pkafed  to 
keep  this  adveitifement  to  yourfelf. 

My  Lore]  Taaffe  hath  imparted  to  me  (as  he 
fays)  all  his  tranfadlion  with  the  Duke  of  Lorrain. 
I  confefs  the  things  he  hath  undertaken  to  treat  of 
are  high,  and  I  take  him  to  be  fcarcely  experience^ 
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enough  to  deal  with  fo  pra&ifed  a  perfon:  but  l^D.\6$i 
prefumehe  hath  before  now  acquainted  the  Duke  of  W^ 
Tork  with  all  he  hath  done,  whereby  if  any  thing 
hath  been  overfeen,  the  beft  remedy  may  be  found 
out,  and  the  future  conduct  of  any  further  Treaty 
more  warily  carried.  The  beft  is  fome  fupplies  are 
gone  into  Ireland,  and  there  is  nothing  concluded  : 
besides  we  may  almoft  defy  the  cheater.  I  long 
very  much  for  Mr.  Fanjfjavtfs  return,  upon  whofe 
relations  we  may  confidently  rely,  and  by  whom  I 
hope  you  will  receive  fuch  teftimonies  of  the  King's 
kindnefs  to  you,  as  will  content  you  in  whatever 
you  (hall  be  commanded  or  that  necemty  may  im- 
pofe  upon  you :  wherein  I  am  well  aflured  you  will 
always  be  able  to  juflify  yourfelf  to  him  and  the 
world.  But  if  you  think  of  retiring  becaufe  it  will 
be  agreeable  to  others  who  you  believe  profecute 
ends  contrary  to  yours,  give  me  leave  to  difapprove 
your  reafon  and  to  tell  you,  that  if  you  can  be  admit- 
ted into  a  fhare  in  bufinefs  without  preffure  upon  your 
confeience,  (fuch  as  the  Covenant  may  be)  without 
diftracting  of  Counfels,  and  with  any  poflibility  of 
fubfiftence,  you  owe  the  King  and  the  Church  a 
fubduing  even  of  juft  refentments,  and  a  resigna- 
tion of  yourfelf  to  a  compliance  with  the  way  affairs 
are  in,  that  you  may  be  found  in  a  proper  and  ad- 
vantageous place  to  lay  hold  of  the  opportunity  I 
hope  God  will  offer  us  with  effect  to  fhew  our  zeal 
to  his  Church,  our  duty  to  the  King,  and  our  afc 
feclion  to  our  inthralled  Country.  I  acknow- 
ledge that  fuch  a  Council  as  you  defcribe  is  to  be 
wimed  and  prayed  for  •,  but  in  my  little  experience 
and  lefs  reading,  I  cannot  remember  that  ever  any 
Prince  had  exactly  fuch  a  Council :  which  confider- 
ing  the  diverfity  of  parties  and  interefts,  by  which 
the  King's  fubjects  in  thefe  times  of  various  troubles 
and  continual  change  are  divided,  is  now  much  lefs 
than  heretofore  to  be  hoped  for,  and  if  thofe  that 
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Jjj.iC^i  have  confidence  in  each  other  and  are  trufted  by  ho- 
^*V^  nefl  and  loyal  perfons,  keep  themfelves  out,  when 
they  may  have  admittance  upon  the  aforefaid  con- 
ditions, when  will  there  be  a  foundation  for  fach  a 
Council  ?  For  as  it  is  to  be  unreafonably  fangulne  to 
hope  we  can  leap  into  fach  a  happy  compofure  out 
of  fo  univerfal  di  virion  ;  fo  furely  tiie  next  degree 
to  that  happinefs,  and  the  means  to  attain  to  the 
perfection  of  it  is  to  have  as  many  of  that  ftarnp  as 
may  be  gotten  in. 

I  find  how  eaiilv  I  fairer  my  felf  to  be  tranfported 
to  tedioufnefs,  when  I  difcharge  myfejf  of  my 
thoughts  upon  one  I  have  fo  much  friendfhip  to 
and  confidence  in  :  but  here  1  will  conclude  and 
remain,   &c. 

Cac/ty   April  6, 

«6$*.  Ormonde. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency , 

AS  I  held  it  agreeable  to  my  refpects  to  your 
Excellency  to  acquaint  you  with  the  Extracts 
I  fent,  fo  rinding  by  your  Lordihip's  of  March  30. 
your  prudent  judgment  of  them,  I  am  fo  fully  fa- 
tisfied  with  it,  as  I  have  nothing  more  to  fay  on 
that  fubject.  Your  opinion  that  a  man  ought  to 
yield  active  obedience  to  his  King,  whether  Papift, 
Pagan,  or  Prefbyterian,  (though  I  never  yet  read 
or  heard  of  any  of  the  latter)  fo  far  as  may  be  con- 
fident with  honour  and  confcience  is  undoubtedly 
moil  orthodox  :  but  when  a  man  is  fet  aflde,  he- 
caufe  he  is  not  of  the  opinion  of  the  major  part,  I 
conceive  he  is  not  obliged  to  fue  to  be  employed  in 
the  counfels  from  which  he  diflented.  Since  the 
Queen  is  pleafed  to  exprefs  her  great  difiike  of  me,, 
I  am  very  glad  that  her  Majefty  hath  done  me  the 
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honour  to  rank  me  with  fo  deferving  perfbns  as  Sir  d.D,  1651 
E.  Hyde  and  Dr.  Stewart  ;  the  credit  and  worth  of  ~\r*J 
either  of  which,  I  am  confident,  will  weigh  down 
the  reputation  of  any  three   of  the  Queen's  moil 
intimate  Counfellors  at  the  Louvre ',  in  the  judgment 
of  mod  honefc  and  loyal  men. 

As  for  my  attendance  on  the  Duke  of  Torky  I  am 
not  yet  refolved  what  to  do,  finding  it  a  talk  little  left 
than  iinpofhble  for  any  man  that  is  in  the  Queen's 
disfavour  fo  to  behave  himfelf  in  fiich  an  employ- 
ment, as  to  be  able  to  ferve  the  King  or  the  Duke 
as  he  ought,  or  to  preserve  himfelf  from  being  mif- 
repreiented  to  the  King  ;  for  I  fee  already  that  what- 
ever the  Duke  doth  that  is  not  datable  to  the  Queen's 
mind,  and  to  the  little  deilgns  of  thoie  about  her,  is 
•prcfently  interpreted  and  reported  to  be  a  factious 
plot.  And  I  may  tell  your  Excellency,  I  am  very  forry 
to  find  fo  great  and  caufelefs  jealoufies.  endeavoured 
to  be  raifed  of  the  Duke,  who  (I  aflure  you)  hath 
in  my  opinion  moil  dutiful  affections  for  the  King  : 
but  1  cannot  fay  that  I  believe  he  doth  conceive 
that  the  Queen  or  any  about  her  efteems  him  or 
hath  much  kindnefs  for  him.  I  do  not  difcern  any 
difpofitioi  or  inclination  in  the  Duke  of  York  to  do 
any  thing  that  may  in  the  leaft  manner  diflate  the 
King  -,  but  I  very  much  apprehend  that  if  he  mall 
find  that  his  great  clefire  to  merit  by  his  obedience 
mail  be  ftill  rnifreprefented,  and  that  his  Perfon 
(being  now  palt  a  child)  mail  be  by  the  Queen  and 
her  Sycophants  rendered  contemptible  in  their  table 
difcourfes,  it  may  (I  doubt)  make  him  give  ear  to 
Connfels  and  Perfons  that  may  put  other  things  in- 
to his  head*,  than  his  natural  good  difpofltion  in- 
clines him  to. 

As  concerning  the  prefent  divisions  among 
the  King's  friends,  I  may  freely  fay  to  your  Lord- 
fhip,  that  I  have  long  obkrved  that  the  great  dis- 
union in  the  King's  Council  and  Court  Jiath  for 

the 
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^.Z>.  1 65 1  the  moft  part  rifen  from  the  bufy  negotiations  and 
K^y^s  defigns  of  the  Queen's  Court,  which  hath  ever 
iince  I  had  the  honour  to  attend  in  Councels,  been 
the  principal  Mobile  in  all  great  affairs :  and  though 
the  King  hath  had  a  formed  Council,  and  fworn 
Councellors,  yet  all  bufinefe  of  greateft  moment 
have  ever  been  moulded  and  carried  by  fuch  inter- 
lopers and  factious  meddlers  and  no  Councellors ; 
which  hath  brought  on  the  King  and  his  family  and 
Kingdoms  all  the  miferies  they  now  fuffer  ;  and  I 
doubt  that  whilft  his  Majefty  treads  the  fame  fteps, 
he  will  not  get  out  of  the  unhappy  condition  he  is 
in.  And  as  I  believe  it  poffible  (as  your  Lordfhip 
fays)  the  Louvre  may  be  charged  with  fome  things 
it  is  not  guilty  of,  fa  I  doubt  it  is  guilty  of  many 
things  that  are  not  imputed  to  it.  Were  it  not  that 
I  were  entirely  your  fervant,  and  conceived  it  very 
requisite,  that  your  Excellency  (who  it  is  likely  may 
have  much  committed  to  you  in  the  prefent  con- 
juncture) fhould  be  rightly  informed  of  the  Coun- 
fels  to  which  his  Majefty  (I  hear)  intends  now  to 
intruft  the  ordering  and  management  of  all  his  great 
affairs,  I  (hould  not  have  prefumed  to  have  given 
your  Lordfhip  the  trouble  of  this  freedom,  though 
I  know  my  felf  extream  fafe  in  your  Lordfhip's 
hands. 

I  confefs,  I  am  ftill  full  and  clear  in  my  poor  opi- 
nion, that  nothing  will  fo  probably  raife  his  Ma- 
jefty's  honour  and  affairs  to  a  reputation  in  the 
world,  as  his  fettling  a  well  compofed  Council  of 
perfons  that  have  been  untainted  in  their  honour 
and  loyalty,  who  will  truft  each  other  and  in  whom 
his  faithful  friends  in  England  and  in  foreign  parts 
will  confide.  I  have  given  his  Majefty  an  account 
of  what  I  have  received  from  England  \  and  be- 
caufe  I  conceived  it  might  be  neceffary  for  the 
King's  friends  to  rife  before  they  could  probably 
have  any  directions  from  Scotland,  I  have  prefumed 
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to  advife  them  to  fend  fome  particular  meflengers^£.i6$t 
to  lye  in  JVeftmoreland^  and  Lanca/loire  and  thofe 
parts  to  bring  them  certain  intelligence  when  the 
King  mould  be  ready  to  engage,  or  when  any  con- 
siderable number  of  his  Majefty's  friends  therea- 
bouts fhould  rife,  fo  that  thole  in  the  South  might 
then  alfo  appear.  But  the  great  difcoveries  occa- 
sioned by  the  unhappy  intercepting  of  Berkenbead9 
will  (I  fear)  be  fo  epidemical  a  difcouragement  to 
all  honeft  men  in  England ',  as  will  make  them  all 
fhift  for  themfelves  and  deftroy  all  hopes  there.  I 
have  herein  fent  you  what  an  able  honeft  man  hath 
written  to  me  of  it,  and  of  Ireland  where  I  hope 
things  are  mending. 

We  have  had  no  exprefs  from  Scotland  fince  my 
laft  ;  but  I  have  herein  fent  your  Lordfhip  a  Scots 
letter  from  (as  I  am  credibly  afliired)  a  very  honeft 
Scotsman,  who  received  the  fame  lately  from  (as 
he  fays)  an  able  and  intelligent  perfon  now  in  Scot- 
land \  by  which  you  will  fee  the  ftate  of  the  union 
and  levies  there.  When  I  fhall  fee  or  hear  again 
from  Mr.  Fan/haw,  I  fhall  be  able  (I  hope  J  to  re- 
folve  how  to  difpofe  of  myfelf  in  fome  private  re- 
tirement. Wherefoever  I  fhall  be,  I  fhall  truly 
honour  your  Excellency  and  pray  for  a  happy  fuc- 
cefs  on  all  your  undertakings,  as  being  entirely  and 
Sincerely,  &V. 

Jlague,  April  ~iy  1 65 1 .  g  60 

Letters  hiclofed* 

London y  February  14,  1650. 

THE  laft  week  after  the  Committee  of  Co?n- 
pofitions  had  Rayed  long  for  Bradjhavj   (the 
Chairman)  Martin  moved  another  might  be  voted 
into  the  place,  for  that  it  was  ufual  in  other  Com- 
mittees 5 
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AD. 1651  mittees  ;  whereupon  they  voted  him  in  and  he  ac- 
cordingly fate.  Immediately  after.. Brad/haw  came 
in  ftate  with  a  great  guard  before  him.  Martin 
notwithftanding  kept  the  Chair  and  BradJJoaw  fate  as 
a  private  perfon.  One  of  Bradjhawfs  friends  mov- 
ed, that  he  might  be  commanded  to  the  Chair, 
being  beft  acquainted  with  the  bufinefs  of  thai 
Committee.  Martin  replied,  he  knew  no  reafon 
they  mould  not  obferve  the  rules  of  other  Commit- 
tees -,  that  a  man  once  placed  in  the  Chair  was  not 
to  be  difplaced  till  the  buiinefs  of  that  day  was  end- 
ed, and  that  he  knew  as  well  to  manage  as By  ad/haw. 
Laft  Thurfday  2 1  of  the  Council  of  State  were 
voted  out,  and  the  Tuefday  following  fo  many 
chofen  in  their  rooms.  Bradjkaw  continues  in,  and 
it  was  fpoken  by  one  of  the  Council  of  State,  that 
they  kept  him  in  for  fear  he  mould  have  hanged 
himfelf,  and  Martin  is  thrown  out.  They  a**e 
brought  to  fuch  {freights  for  money,  that  they  have 
put  it  to  the  vote,  whether  they  mould  double  the 
Tax  or  take  the  third  part  of  every  man's  by  way 
of  fubfidy:  and  they  concluded  to  double  the  Tax,. 
which  will  amount  to  240000  a  month. 

Concerning  Ireland,  Saturday  lad  the  Council 
fent  for  Mr.  Bdlingban  to  advife  with  him  about 
what  they  mould  ck>.  He  bid  them  fend  for  their 
army  out  of  Scotland,  if  they  meaned  to  lave  Ire- 
land. The  Irifh  have  lately  taken  four  of  tlieir 
garrifons,  put  1000  men  to  the  fword,  and  hanged 
one  Colonel  S'ubbin:  over  one  of  the  garrifon  walls. 
The  Irim  declare  it  is  not  Religion  they  fight  for, 
but  to  reftore  the  King  and  redeem  themfelves  from 
flavery  ;  and  that  all  Proteftants  which  ihall  join 
with  them  mall  have  protection,  and  many  have 
put  themfelves  into  arms.  The  Engliih  are  fo 
wafted,  they  are  not  able  to  take  the  field.  The 
Irim  are  in  feveral  bodies  not  fo  little  in  all  as  30,000 
horfe  and  foot :  they  have  had  great  fuccefs  of 
late.  a.  Out 
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Out  of  Scotland  the  news  is  as  bad,  Cromwell  A &•*  6$  \ 
hath  certainly  loft  2000  men  in  his  retreat  from 
Sterling.  The  news  to  Prideaux  of  routing  Col. 
Majjey  proved  falfe  and  ridiculous.  A  letter  came 
to  Col.  Hacker  advifing  him  to  haften  towards 
them  ;  for  the  Scots  were  already  in  a  body  of 
30,000  men.  The  Parliament  of  Scotland  fate 
Wednefday  laft.  Duke  Hamilton  was  brought  to 
the  ftool  of  repentance,  and  made  a  fatisfactory 
acknowledgment  to  the  Church,  and  had  their 
conient  to  raife  forces.  St.  John  goes  Embaffador 
to  Holland.  Col.  Blague  is  in  the  Downs,  and  Prince 
Rupert  at  fea.  A  fait,  to  morrow  is  to  be  kept  at 
Whitehall,  Durham-houfe,  and  other  places. 

Montrofe,  March  6,  1 65 1 . 

SIR, 

THE  various  revolutions  of  affairs  here,  and  my 
own  diftreffed  condition,  not  daring  to  appear 
in  publick,   did  occanon  my  filence  all  this  time : 
and  though  the  King  in  mew^  hath  fome  more  free- 
dom, I  do  not  apprehend  that  he  hath  any  great 
fecurity.     Traytors  do  acl  with  confidence,  and  no- 
thing quefticned  when  guilty.     The  Remonftrance 
hath  too  many  Patrons,  and  I  fear  honeft  men  fhall 
be  deftroyed  by  this  teeming  way  of  compliances. 
Our  Grandees    who  govern   intend   never    their 
Kinor  fnall  be  more  matter  of  Scotland  ;  and  I  fear 
mall  recuce  him  and  his  to  fuch  extremities  as  will 
conftrain  him  to   embrace  any  thing.     The  other 
great  man  is  not  in  publick,    but   only  a  fpectator, 
(though  lately  penitent)  makes  great  professions, 
but  you  are  a  fhrewd  guefier  I  fear.     His  Majefly 
hath  been  lately  in  Aberdeen for  railing  the  Northern 
levies,  but  was  fuddenly  recalled  upon  an  unne- 
cefiary   alarm.     Middle  ton  is  gone  North  to  Rojje 
and  Murray  for  bringing  forth  the  levies  there, 

and 
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4.D.  1 65 1  and  I  hope  will  be  careful  to  do  his  beft  :  but  meri 
^W  who  did  formerly  profefs  they  would  put  all  to  ftake 
for  the  King  if  they  could  be  admitted,  when  put 
in  a  capacity,  are  now  very  cold.     I  conceive  their 
fears  of  underhand  dealing  for  deftroyiiig  them  is 
the  reafon,  and  it  is  not  ftrange  their  entertaining 
thofe  thoughts.     Huntley  cannot   be  admitted   to 
charge  at  all,  though  he  could  do  the  King  better 
fervice  than  any  Scotfman.   This  is  the  laft  prov- 
ing.    I  will  attend  the  event  fb  long  as  there  is  any 
hopes,  though  I  fear  the  worft.     God  preferve  his 
Majefty  and  all  honeft  men.     I  am  prefently  going 
to  Innerncfs  to  Middleton^    and  wThen  I  fee  the  fate 
of  the  levies  there,  I  fhall  by  the  firft  occafion  fend 
you  an  account,  and  mall  in  what  condition  foever 
I  be,  continue  for  ever, 

S  I  R,  &c 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

May  it  plcafe  your  Excellency , 

HAVING  by  the  laft  poft  had  no  letters  from 
England  or  France^  I  have  the  lefs  occafion  to 
give  you  the  trouble  of  my  letters.,  yet  I  would  not 
omit  to  acquaint  you,  that  there  is  no  exprefs  arriv- 
ed here  from  Scotland^  fince  Mr.  Rains  ford  came. 
But  a  letter  of  March  28.  from  Majjcy  to  Alderman 
Bunce  fays,  Cromwell  is  dead,  having  murthered 
himfelf,  and  this  Maffey  writes  with  fo  much  aflli- 
ranee,  as  though  little  credit  be  here  given  to  any 
preibyterian  news,  it  was  believed  for  fome  days ; 
but  is  contradicted  now  by  a  Dutch  Skipper, that 
came  from  Leith  about  eight  days  fince,  who  aflirres 
us  that  Cromwell  was  then  on  recovery,  though 
very  weak,  I  have  lately  feen  another  letter  of 
March  1 1 .  from  a  very  honeft  man  in  Scotland* 
who  hath  written  to  the  fame  effect  as .  that  I  fent 

you 
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you  in  my  kit  cf  that  date  :    and  I  hear  by  others  A.D.i  651 
who  have  good  intelligence  from  Scotland,  that  th 
King  is  there  in  a  fad  and  doubtful  condition  ;  his 
Perfon  and  all  his  affairs  being  in  the  fole  ordering 
and  government  cf  very  treacherous  perfons. 

I  have  herein  fent  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Col.  Mar/he  from  Scilly,  whereby  you  may  fee  the 
condition  of  that  important  place.  We  fuppofe 
Van  'Trump  is  by  this  on  that  coaft,  and  may  per* 
adventure  meet  with  fome  of  the  men  of  war  be- 
longing to  thofe  ifles  :  but  I  hope  he  will  not  be 
able  to  force  that  place.  A  Committee  of  thefe 
States  have  been  this  fortnight  in  treaty  with  the 
things  called  Embafladors  from  England :  but  I 
cannot  learn  that  any  thing  is  yet  agreed  on  be- 
tween them.  It  is  faid  that  thefe  States  decline  to 
make  any  league  with  thofe  in  England,  but  only 
for  what  concerns  the  trade  of  the  two  nations : 
but  the  fecuring  of  commerce  v/ill  neceflarily  draw" 
on  a  league  ofTenfive  and  defensive  between  them 
at  fea  ;  which  if  concluded  will  be  as  prejudicial  to 
the  King  and  all  Princes,  which  trade  or  whofe 
fubjects  do  trade,  as  may  be.  Thefe  States,  (I 
hear)  abfolutely  refufe  to  treat  with  the  French, 
till  fatisfaclion  ihall  be  by  them  given  for  the  de- 
predations committed  by  them  on  the  f  abjects  of 
thefe  States  in  the  Mediterranean.  Thefe  pretend- 
ed Engiifh.  Embafladors  are  daily  affronted  and  re- 
viled rail  by  the  Dutch  and  French,  as  well  as  by 
the  Engiifh  5  and  their  ferv-ants  and  followers  are 
baffled  and  wounded  almofl  every  day.  They 
have  (as  I  am  credibly  aflhred)  at  this  time  14  of 
their  company  hurt  that  keep  in  their  houfe,  and ;  re 
not  able  to  go  abroad  :  and  every  day  or  night  fome 
affront  is  done  them  or  to  feme  of  theirs  ;  which 
hath  rendered  St.  John  extremely  melancholy  and 
lad.  Thefe  States  have  put  forth  two  Placarts  or 
Proclamations  forbidding  any  m<u\  to  offer  any  in- 
jury 
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A.D  165 1  jury  to  the  Embafiadors  or  any  of  their  train,  or 
'  to  frequent  in  any  numbers  about  their  houfe  r  and 
a  guard  of  thief- leaders  (as  they  are  here  called) 
are  continually  attending  a*  their  houfe,  and  yet  it 
doth  not  hinder  the  people  here  to  revile  and  af- 
front them. 

The  Duke  of  York  is  dill  at  Breda,  but  intends 
very  fhortly  to  make  a  vifit  to  his  fifter  here  for 
fome  days,  that  he  may  be  ready  to  go  into  France •, 
when  he  (hall  be  fent  for,  which  is  his  paflionate 
defire.  Col.  Blague  goes  away  this  week  for  Scot- 
landy  and  if  Lord  Jermyn  do  not  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  a  paflage  "provided  to  tranfport  him,  for 
my  part  I  believe  his  Lordfhip  will  not  go  for  Scot- 
land this  fummer  ;  for  after  this  month  it  will  be 
too  infecure  for  him  to  venture  it,  as  his  friends  fay. 
I  mall  attend  in  thefe  parts,  till  Mr.  Fan/haw  re- 
turn, or  (which  I  rather  wifh)  fend  hither  fome 
difpatch  ;  for  indeed  I  conceive  the  King  mould 
do  very  well  to  keep  him  by  him,  if  it  may  be 
permitted ;  and  if  not,  the  King  is  not  in  fo  gal- 
lant a  condition  as  fome  wouid  have  us  believe. 
The  Lords  Inchiquin  and  Tpaffe  have  hztn  about 
a  week  at  Breda  with  the  Duke  of  York,  I  wifh  I 
were  able  to  exprefs  how  fincerely  and  entirely  I 
am,  &c. 

Hague,  April  ,§, 

&S*'  Jo.  Gregory. 

Mr.  Long  (for  whofe  truth  I  will  not  be  anfwerable) 
told  me  about  a  month  fince,  and  others  have 
fince  confirmed  the  fame,  that  Lord  Jermyn  and 
Mr.  Denzil  Hottis  were  by  letters  and  merlages 
delivered  to  them  by  Titus  from  the  King  and 
the  Marquefs  of  Argyle,  invited  into  Scotland 
to  be  both  made  Secretaries  of  Srate  for  England: 
and  the  laft  week  it  was  written  to  me  from 

Parisy 
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Paris,  that  "Titus  was  gone  to  Normandy  to  meet  A.D.i^x 
with  Mr.  Hottis  upon  that  occafion  ;  which  I  ^Y^- 
prefume  is  no  news  to  your  Lordfhip.  \ 


Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

My  moft  honoured  Lord, 

I  Received  your  Lordfhip's  favour  of  the  6th 
prefent  the  next  day  after  the  departure  of  the 
laft  poft ;  it  having  been  fent  to  Breda,  where  I 
intended  to  have  been,  but  for  fome  bufinefs  of 
my  own  which  detained  me.  The  news  of  Titus 
and  Mr.  Hottis  being  at  Caen  to  make  a  vifit  to 
your  Lordfhip  was  written  to  me  from  Paris* 
where  fome  are  of  opinion  that  the  vifit  was  only 
to  difguife  their  meeting,  and  that  Lord  Jermyn 
(who  gives  forth  that  he  will  go  for  Jerfey)  will 
come  alfo  to  Caen,  or  at  lead  to  Rouen,  to  confult 
with  his  new  brother  fecretary,  and  to  adjuft  their 
bufinefs  and  defigns.  But  for  all  this  I  cannot 
bring  myfelf  to  believe  that  either  of  them  will  go 
into  Scotland,  till  they  are  aflured  that  the  King  is 
in  a  more  profperous  condition.  If  my  poor  obfer- 
vation  and  judgment  were  worth  any  thing,  I 
would  in  freedom  tell  your  Excellency  that  I  con- 
ceive that  it  is  no  fmall  part  of  the  policy  of  thefe 
wits  of  the  time  (who  have  not  the  belt  credit 
with  perfons  of  honour  and  integrity)  to  make  thofe 
of  the  beft  eftimation  properties  and  ftales  for 
their  ends  and  advantages.  The  Lords  Inchiquin 
and  Taaffe  were  fome  time  with  the  Duke  of  York 
at  Breda  ;  but  what  they  confulted  of  with  his 
Highnefs  I  know  not  in  particular.  I  have  heard  it 
was  fbmething  about  a  propofition  made  by  the 
Duke  of  Lorraine  concerning  a  match  between  his 
daughter  and  the  Duke  of  York  \  which  is  a  bufi- 
nefs of  very  great  and  important  concernment  to 

G  g  the 
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AD. 1 65 1  the  King,  and  ought  not  to  be  embraced  or  re- 
ceived, until  the  King  had  given  leave  and  directions 
how  far  and  in  what  manner  :  and  I  doubt  not  but 
care  is  therein  accordingly  taken,  and  I  know  the 
proportion  was  above  a  month  fince  fent  to  the 
King  ;  but  what  hath  been  done  iince,  I  have  not 
heard ;  I  am  fure  nothing  ought  to  be,  until  the 
Duke  of  York  hear  fomething  from  his  Majefty 
about  it.  Indeed  (as  your  Excellency  fays)  the  Duke 
of  Lorraine  is  fo  great  a  mafter  in  all  the  myfteries  of 
treaty,  as  he  is  not  eafy  to  be  coped  with  by  thofe 
that  are  not  experienced  in  bufinefs  of  that  nature. 

As  concerning  myfelf,  I  afTure  your  Excellency 
that  no  refentment  of  mine,  though  never  fo  juft* 
mall  hinder  me  from  complying  in  any  honourable 
and  probable  way  for  his  Majefty's  fervice  :  but  I 
would  not  willingly  be  made  a  property  for  com- 
paffing  the  private  ends  of  fuch,  as  under  pretence 
of  the  King's  fervice  care  not  to  ruin  the  King 
and  honeft  men.  I  have  never  hitherto  declined  to 
ferve  in  any  Councels  for  the  King  :  but  the  Louvre 
holding  and  calling  fuch  as  were  not  of  their  opi- 
nion (or  rather  faction)  in  all  matters  obftru&ers  of 
the  King's  Councels,  did  advife,  (as  a  rare  expedi- 
ent of  iingular  advantage)  to  remove,  or  at  leaft 
to  lay  them  afide  ;  which  is  doubtlefs  a  fure  way  to 
carry  all  fmoothly  before  them.  The  King's  in- 
(Inactions  to  Mr.  Seymour  wifhed  that  all  his  Council 
mould  be  near  the  Duke  of  York  to  advife  him  on 
all  occafions,  and  defired  that  I  mould  be  particu- 
larly invited  and  encouraged  by  the  Queen  to  be  al- 
ways about  him.  Now  the  Queen  exprefling  upon 
all  occafions  herfelf  to  be  much  difpleafed  with  Sir 
E.  Nicholas ,  he  conceives  he  ought  in  duty  to  for- 
bear to  attend  the  Duke  of  York  into  France,  if  her 
Majefty  do  not  particularly  fend  for  him  ;  for  that 
he  believes  it  to  be  the  King's  mind,  that  none  but 
thofe  who  are  very  acceptable  to  the  Queen  fhould 
2  "~  be 
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be  near  his  brother  :  and  truly,  if  I  am  not  ena-^£-l65? 
bled  as  well  as  invited,  I  cannot  undergo  the  charge 
of  fo  expenfive  a  remove.  This  being  the  truth 
of  the  cafe,  I  hope  my  noble  friends  will  not  mis- 
interpret my  retiring  to  fome  private  and  cheaper 
place,  where  I  may  prolong  my  fubfiftence  in  at- 
tending God's  merciful  providence. 

I  know  not,  whether  upon  the  Clergy's  offer  to 
give  the  Queen  a  yearly  penfion  conditionally,  &c. 
but  it  is  written  to  me  for  certain,  that  there  is 
warning  given  at  the  Louvre  to  all  the  Queen's  Ser- 
vants, that  will  not  change  their  religion  or  ferve 
for  nothing,  to  be  gone  and  provide  for  themfelves : 
which  methinks  in  this  conjuncture  is  not  fo  feafo- 
nably  or  prudently   done,  as  were  to  be  wifhed, 
considering  in  what  company  and   condition   the 
King  is  at  prefent  ;  and  I  doubt  ill  ufe  will  be  made 
of  it  by  the  fiery  Prefbyters  in  Scotland^  as  foon  as 
they  mall  hear  of  it  •,  and  fuch  advertifements  fly 
apace  among  the  godly.     I  believe  there  are  many 
at  the  Louvre  (which  profefs  to  be  Proteftants)  that 
will  make  no  more  fcruple  to  comply  for  their  ad- 
vantage with  Popery  than  Prefbytery  :  and  though 
I  am  confident  Dr.  Cqfins  will  advife  neither,  yet 
(methinks)  there  might  be  fome  prudent  Clergyman 
found  to  perfuade  the  one  as  well   as   the  other 
compliance.      The  wits   can   do   any  thing  :   but 
plain  downright  honefty  would   be  troubled  what 
to  do  in  fuch  a  cafe  to  preferve  itfelf  from  being  a 
cart  off. 

I  prefume  Lord  Inchiquin  hath  acquainted  your 
Excellency  with  his  purpofe  to  go  this  next  week 
for  Scotland^  and  upon  what  occafion.  Methinks, 
the  Queen's  warning  away  all  her  fervants  that 
will  not  turn  Papifts,  mould  render  her  Majefty's 
Court  no  convenient  place  at  this  time  for  the 
Duke  of  York's  refidence  -,  but  her  Majefty's  Coun- 
sels are  not  to  be  contradicted.    Daniel'  O  Neile  is 
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A.D.  1 65  ?  gone  with  Col.  Blague  to   embark  for  Scotland. 
1  Your  Excellency,  I  hope,  will  pardon  this  tediouf- 
nefe  ;  fince  it  proceeds  from  a  true  defire  to  ferve 
you  in  what  lieth  in  the  knowledge  of, 

My  Lord,  &c. 

Hague,   April  \%, 

165 1.  Gil.  Ralisoney. 

Titus  is  newly  arrived  here  from  France,  being 
bound  (as  I  hear)  for  Scotland.  He  fpeaks  very 
much  honour  of  the  Marquefs  of  Argyle.  God 
grant  his  Lordfhip  deferve  it. 

Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

My  moft  honoured  Lord, 

WITH  your  Excellency's  of  April  20.  I  receiv- 
ed one  packet  from  your  Lordfhip  for  the 
Lord  Inchiquin,  (which  I  fent  to  him  to  Amfterdam, 
where  he  is  expecting  a  pafTage  for  Scotland  in  the 
fame  veffel  with  Col.  Blague)  and  another  for  Mr. 
Henry  Seymour,  who  is  preparing  within  few  days 
to  go  for  France,  intending  to  refide  in  fome  of  the 
cheap  places  in  Languedoc.  I  have  herein  fent  your 
Excellency  fome  extracts  of  letters,  which  will  ac- 
quaint you  with  many  ftrange  particulars  of  no  in- 
considerable importance.  That  of  the  Blancs  fent 
to  Mr.  Hollis,  may  prove  (if  true)  as  fatal  to  the 
Prefbyterians,  as  Coke's  and  B  er ken  bead9  s  to  others : 
and  to  compleat  thefe  unhappy  difcoveries,  Capt. 
Titus  being  come  from  France  with  a  full  difpatch, 
his  fervant,  (recommended  to  him,  he  faith,  by 
Lord  V/ilmot)  did  on  Wednefday  laft  at  Rotterdam, 
whilft  the  Captain  was  here,  cut  open  his  Mailer's 
portmanteau,  and  took  thence  all  his  djfpatches, 
letters  and  papers,  and  carried  them  to  St.  John 

and 
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and  Strickland  ;  who  after  perufal  of  them  fent ^D.1651 
them  the  fame  night  with  their  comment  on  them 
to  their  matters  in  England  -,  whence  perhaps  in 
about  a  fortnight  hence  you  may  fee  fome  of  them 
in  print.  By  thefe  letters  it  is  believed  there  will 
be  difcovered  how  thofe  of  the  Louvre  carry  them- 
felves  between  Argyle  and  Hamilton.  Tttus  faith, 
he  hath  ftill  fafe  the  inftruction  given  him  by  the 
Queen  •,  but  that  the  rebels  have  four  of  the 
Queen's  letters,  and  fome  of  Lord  Jermyri*$  and 
Hollis's  ;  which  may  caufe  the  latter  to  be  fequefter- 
ed.  God  doth  every  day  mew  manifeft  tokens, 
that  he  is  not  pleafed  with  Prefbyterian  Counfels 
and  Inftruments  :  And  truly  I  do  not  believe  that 
thofe  who  have  been  the  contrivers  and  actors  in  {q 
horrid  murders,  cruelties,  and  injuflice,  as  the 
Prefbyterian  faction  have  been,  can  be  acceptable 
to  God. 

Since  the  warning  given  at  the  Louvre  to  the 
Queen's  fervants,  that  were  not  Papifts,  or  not 
able  to  live  of  themfelves,  to  provide  to  be  gone, 
I  am  very  credibly  advertifed,  that  the  Queen  is 
very  active  by  Winter  Grant  in  perfuading  *many 
there  to  turn  Papifts  ;  and  that  the  main  argu- 
ments are  the  King's  forfaking  the  Church  of 
England  by  taking  the  Covenant,  and  that  he  ra- 
ther favours  the  Papifts  than  us,  by  permitting  his 
fifter  to  be  brought  up  in  that  Religion  ;  and  above 
all,  the  Queen's  exorbitant  and  ruling  power  with 
the  K/'ng,  by  which  {he  intends  to  give  the  Law, 
and  beyond  all  others  to  countenance  her  own  con- 
verts. I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  what  Lord  Digby 
doth  fay  to  you  at  your  meeting  to  palliate  the 
imprudence,  or  rather  madnefs  of  his  friends  at 
the  Louvre. 

By  fome  Scots  newly  arrived  at  Campvere  I 
hear,  that  Middleton  was  coming  with  the  northern 
forces  (being  about  2000  horfe  and  8000  foot)  that 

Gg  3  Huntley 
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' A. D.\6$\  Huntley  is  now  admitted  to  command  fuch  as  he 
can  raife,  which  (it  was  believed)  would  be  about 
5000  more  :  but  they  fay  the  divifions  are  fo  great 
in  the  army,  as  there  are  not  two  of  the  Com- 
manders" that  will  truft  one  another.  The  King 
very  prudently  feems  to  truft  all  men  ;  but  hath 
his  own  thoughts,  and  wifely  paries  by  many  in- 
dignities. There  arrived  in  Zealand  lately  a  High 
German  called  Staiger,  he  brought  letters  for  the 
Lady  Moretcn,  and  having  delivered  them  to  a 
very  honeft  Gentleman  to  be  fent  to  her,  pretend- 
ed he  was  to  haften  back  to  Scotland,  but  privately 
went  to  Calais  and  thence  for  England.  He  was 
Major  to  the  Lord  Machelin  the  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Scotland's  fon,  and  it  is  believed,  he  is  gone  to 
give  intelligence,  and  to  make  further  difcoveries 
to  the  Rebels  ;  fo  as  of  all  fides  the  King  is  be- 
trayed. The  Chancellor  of  Scotland  is  fo  much 
fufpected,  as  your  Lordfhip  may  obferve  he  is  left 
out  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Parliament 
there  to  manage  all  affairs. 

I  marvel  extremely  that  in  all  this  time  we  re- 
ceive no  letters  from  Mr.  Fanjhaw,  it  being  now 
above  two  months  fince  his  letter  to  me :  if  he  had 
been  taken,  or  any  Exprefs  intercepted,  the  Lon- 
don prints  would  have  advertifed  it.  Whilft  I 
endeavour  to  exprefe  my  defire  to  inform  your 
Excellency  with  what  I  receive  from  feveral  parts, 
I  grow  tedious  in  my  letters,  which  I  hope  you 
will  pardon,  proceeding  from  a  defire  to  ferve  you 
as, 

My  Lord,  &c. 

Hague,  May  3, 

j65*»  Will.  Bowles* 
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Extraffs  inclojed. 

Paris ,  April  7.  N.  S.    1651. 

I  Am  now  of  opinion  if  the  Louvre  did  really 
affect  the  Duke  of  York's  coming  into  France ,  it 
were  impofrlble  for  them  to  effect  it  as  things  now 
ftan<J  here  :  which  I  auure  you  are  in  a  very  ticklifh 
condition. 

I  can  aflure  you  from  an  infallible  hand,  none 
of  the  Princes  here  have  received  any  letter  from 
the  King  or  the  Duke  of  York  ;  which  is  the  worfe 
taken,  becaufe  fome  fuch  thing  was  hinted  to  them, 
but  not  yet  acled.  I  much  apprehend  troubles 
here,  and  fuch  a  difpofition  likely  to  rule,  as  will 
not  advantage  the  Duke  of  York's  voyage  hither 
or  reception  here. 

I  perceive  by  a  letter  I  newly  received  from 
Captain  Mead,  that  he  is  extream  rick  in  body,  as 
well  as  in  mind  :  he  infinitely  complains  of  his  ill 
ufage  from  the  King's  Court,  and  attributes  the 
fofs  of  the  whole  intereft  of  the  Crown  of  Sweden 
unto  Sir  William  Balladine,  Mr.  Long,  and  the 
Louvre  ;  he  perceives  not  the  leaft  kindnefs  now 
in  the  Queen  of  Sweden  for  our  King. 

Paris,  April  1 2,   1 65  I .     N.  S. 

I  can  affure  you  the  Prince  of  Condi  is  not  at  all 
in  love  with  the  Louvre,  and  find  the  King  and 
Duke  of  York  lofe  ground  with  him  upon  that 
fcore. 

Lord  Jermyn  is  fo  confident  he  fhall  be  not  only 
Secretary,  but  Premier  Miniftre  d' Eft  at,  that  he 
hath  already  befpoke  Walfingham  to  be  one  of 
three  Secretaries,  and  fancies  that  number  will  be 
too  fmall  for  him. 

We  hear  that  Mr.  Benzil  Hollis  had  lately  fent 
to  him  forty  or  fifty  of  the  King's  blank  Commif- 
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J.D.1651  fions  which  he  filled  up  with  Parliamentarian  names, 
and  fent  them  for  England,  with  fo  much  policy 
that  they  mifcarried  by  the  way  :  and  fo  the  par- 
ties are  difcovered  ;  which  will  make  the  fecond 
part  of  the  Earl  of  Darifs  plot  difcovered  (as  it  is 
written  out  of  England)  by  Berkenhead. 

Paris,  April  22,   1 651.     N.  S. 

to 

It  is  impoflible  for  any  honeft  man  about  the 
King  or  Duke  of  Tork  to  efcape  mifreprefentation 
and  ruin,  as  far  as  the  Louvre  intereft  can  any  way 
procure  it ;  and  whofoever  diflents  in  a  tittle  mall 
be  equally  perfecuted  with  thofe  that  oppofe  in  all ; 
it  is  not  only  practice  there,  but  doctrine.  But  I 
think  you  will  not  be  put  to  the  trial,  unleft  things 
fhould  alter  here  beyond  my  apprehenfion  •,  for 
without  doubt  they  are  neither  in  condition  nor  dif- 
pofition  to  invite,  receive,  or  entertain  the  Duke 
of  Tork  in  France. 

At  Perth  the  la/l  day  of  March  1 65 1 . 

The  which  day  the  King's  Majefty  prefent  in 
Parliament  being  humbly  fupplicate  by  the  Eftates 
of  Parliament,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  for  fatif- 
faction  of  his  fubjects  to  accept  the  command  of 
the  army  :  his  Majefty  to  teftify  his  willingnefs  to 
give  them  fatisfaclion,  did  give  his  Royal  afTent  ; 
yea  and  declared,  that  he  would  take  upon  him- 
felf  the  command  thereof. 

Extra  ft  out  of  the  Records  of  Parliament,  ty  me 

David  Hay. 


A  lifi 
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A  Lift  of  the  Committee  of  Eftates  chojen  this  ad,i6$i 
laft  Parliament  at  St.  Johnftoirt,  April  14,  <-■*/■** 
1651. 

NOBILITY. 


Duke  Hamilton. 
Marquefs  Dowglas, 
Marquefs  Argyle. 

EARLS. 

Crauford. 

MarfhalL 

Errol. 

Atholl 

Rothes. 

Dumfermlin. 

Cafellis. 

Lauderdale. 

Lothian. 

Lithgow. 


Glencarn. 

Eglington. 

Hume. 

Galaway. 

Kelly. 

Dalhowfie. 

Roxburgh. 

Balclough. 

LORDS. 

Newburg. 
Spince. 
Belcaris. 
Cockram. 
Num.  25. 


B  A  R  Q  N  S. 


Wachob  of  Nidin. 

Sir  Alex.    Hepburn     of 

>     Humby. 

Rob.   Hepburn  of  Roch. 

Keinton  of  Lamerton. 

Ker  of  Cavers. 

Sir  Alexander  Bellatin  of 

Toff. 

Walter  Scot  of  Whithis. 

Straghan  of  Thornton. 

Beaton  of  Creich. 

Sir   Robert    Lundie    of 

Lundie. 
JLockhart  of  Lets.  me. 


Sir   James    Murray   of 

Sterling. 
Sir  Alexander   Gib/on  of 

Durie. 

King  of  Darough. 
Sir  William  Scot  of  //#£ 

Sir    P<2/.  Hamilton    of 

Prefton. 
Sir  William  Scot  of  ,/fr- 

7«»/j  younger. 
Sir  James  Arnol  of  Fair- 


Sir 
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A'D.  1 651  Elliot  of  Stobs.  Weaver  of  Bogie. 

^v>J  Sir  James  Fowler  of  Co-  Colram  of  Lieft. 

lington.  Heyburn  of  Ormijlon. 

Dowglas  of  Colwood.  Numb.  25. 

BURROWS. 


Sir  James  Smith. 
Archeb.  Sydferff. 
Pat.  Tomffon. 
David  Wilkie. 
John  Mill. 
John  Scot. 
John  RofwelL 
John  Achterlony. 
John  Covan. 
David  Nairn. 
Robert  Boll. 
Collin  Cambell. 


Hugh  Kennedie. 
Sir  Alex.  Wederbum. 
David  Simp/on. 
Alex.  Coningham. 
James  Lindfey. 
Peter  Walker. 
Antony  Glen. 
James  Burnfide. 
Antony  Criftair. 
Alex.  Douax. 
James  Rutterford. 
Numb.  23. 


Letter  of  the  M.  of  Ormonde  to  the  M.  of 
Clanricarde,  after  the  Battle  c/^Worcefter. 

IF  I  could  have  writ,  and  you  received,  daily 
difpatches  iince  my  coming  into  this  Kingdom, 
they  could  not  till  this  inftant  have  given  you 
any  advertifements  fo  certain  or  of  fiich  impor- 
tance, as  I  believe  you  did  expect.  Neither  for 
ought  appears  to  me,  could  you  have  had  ground 
from  any  information  to  have  varied  from  the 
courfe  you  have  held,  to  the  approbation  of  all 
thofe  from  whom  you  could  wifli  or  expect  it. 
Yet  I  have  not  failed  on  my  part  to  give  you 
thofe  uncertain  notions  that  came  to  my  hands ; 
however  my  endeavours  have  failed  of  fuccefs,  as 
well  in  that,  as  in  the  afliftances  I  knew  neceflary 
for  you.    And  though  the  conveyance  of  what  I 

am 
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am  now  to  fay  be  almoft  as  uncertain,  as  the  fub-^.B.1651 
ject  is  certain  and  fad  :    yet  I  will  do  my  part  to- 
wards your  information,  that  you  may  do  yours  for 
the  fafety  of  yourfelf  and  fuch  as  haveadhered  to  you. 

It  would  be  too  tedious  an  aggravation  of  our 
misfortune  to  tell  you,  with  how  admirable  a  wif- 
dom,  and  with  how  conftant  and  high  a  courage, 
the  King  overcame  all  the  difficulties  that  were  in 
his  way  to  the  trial,  wherein  it  pleafed  God  to  give 
fuccefs  to  his  enemies :  and  how  proportionable  to 
thofe  beginnings  he  carried  himfelf  in  his  long 
march  to  Worcefter^  and  in  the  conflict  there,  where- 
in the  -j-%-  of  this  month  his  whole  army  was  routed, 
but  himfelf  for  that  time  efcaped,  and  it  is  more 
our  prayers  and  wifhes,  than  hope  grounded  on  any 
human  likelihood  that  he  may  be  referved  to  be  yet 
the  reftorer  of  the  antient  government  and  freedom 
of  the  Englifh  Empire  and  Nation,  who  are  yet  un- 
worthy of  fo  excellent  a  Prince. 

Whilft  others  entertain  you  with  more  particulars 
of  this  great  blow,  1  cannot  forbear  to-  acquaint  you 
with  thofe  circumftances,  that  to  me  makes  it  appear 
more  defpairingly,  and  concluiive  to  all  our  hopes, 
than  perhaps  it  is  apprehended  by  fome.  Be  pleafed  to 
confider,  when  it  may  again  be  reafonably  hoped  to 
have  a  King  of  England  in  the  head  of  20,000  of  his 
own  fubjects  in  the  heart  of  England^  and  to  have 
the  rebels  at  the  fame  time  employed  with  two  other 
armies,  the  one  in  Ireland^  the  other  in  Scotland \\ 
whether  ever  fuch  as  have  profefTed  themfelves  rea- 
dy to  rife  upon  a  much  weaker  countenance,  and 
have  failed  upon  this,  will  be  relied  on  by  any  fo- 
reigner •,  or  when  it  can  hoped,  that  foreign  Princes 
will  be  fo  much  at  one  amongft  themfelves,  and  fo 
generous  as  to  aflift  our  King  with  fuch  an  army  : 
and  if  they  were,  will  they  not  find  the  rebels  much 
more  ftrong  by  the  conqueft  of  Ireland  and  Scotland, 
and  much  more  experienced  in  the  ways  of  rule  and 

govern- 
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4.D.i6i;i  government  ?  and  will  not  the  exceptions  taken  at 
^/VW  the  King's  coming  with  a  Scottifh  power  be  more 
obvioufly  taken  up  againft  any  foreigner,  of  what 
Nation  or  Religion  foever,  by  thofe  that  are  weary 
of  hazards  and  indulgent  to  their  eafe,  pleafure  and 
profits  ?  More  of  thefe  queftions  might  be  afked 
than  I  take  pleafure  to  find  out :  and  that  it  may 
appear  I  feek  not  thefe  to  juftify  any  flackening  of 
my  duty  to  my  King,  but  to  be  clear  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  thoughts  to  you,  to  whom  I  have  an 
infeparable  friendfhip,  I  will  give  you  my  concep- 
tions of  the  remaining  way  to  be  taken  by  the  King. 
It  is  clear  to  me,  that  there  is  neither  power  nor 
affection  ftrong  enough  in  any  of  his  own  fubjects 
(at  leaft  both  cannot  be  found  in  any)  excluding 
the  rebels  party,  to  raife  his  caufe  to  a  poffibility  of 
being  difputed,  it  muft  follow  that  foreign  afliftance 
muft  be  fought,  or  elfe  the  caufe  for  the  prefent  de- 
ferred and  the  rebels  left  at  reft  ;  from  which  it 
may  be  expected  emulations  and  ambitions  will  a- 
rife,  from  thence  divisions,  and  out  of  them  an  oc- 
cafion  of  fetting  the  intereft  of  the  Crown  on  foot 
again.  This  I  take  to  be  a  remote  lazy  fpecu- 
lation,  and  very  near  lying  in  the  dirt  and  crying 
God  help.  God  often  blerTes  very  improbable  en- 
deavours, but  I  find  not  where  he  promifes,  or 
when  he  hath  given  fuccefs  to  flat  idlenefs,  unlefs 
contempt  or  mifery,  which  are  the  proper  fruits  of 
it,  may  be  fo  called.  I  am  therefore  clear,  that  fo- 
reign help  is  immediately,  and  thus,  to  be  fought. 

All  the  Princes  and  States  of  Chriftendom  are  at 
this  inftant  full  of  their  own  projects,  either  to  en- 
large or  preferve  their  dominions ;  and  I  cannot 
think  of  any  one  that  is  in  plenty.  To  make  ap- 
plication to  them  by  feveral  minifters  will  be  certainly 
tedious  and  fruitlefs :  and  if  it  were  poflible  for  the 
King  to  find  means  to  fend  fo  many,  (as  I  fee  not 
whence  he  will  have  it)  they  will  be  looked  upon 
4  as 
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as  fo  many  beggars  fent  for  gatherings,  and  at  the  laft  A.D.  1651 
as  fuch,  will  be  fent  away  with  pitiful  alms,  which  v**rVN^ 
will  be  confumed  in  the  voyages.  Therefore  to 
come  fhortly  to  what  I  would  be  at,  wherein  you 
may  be  concerned,  I  conceive  fome  one  muft  be 
found  that  hath  power,  if  not  with  all,  yet  with 
moft  Chriftian  Princes  and  States.  Among  the 
Proteftants  there  is  none  fuch  ;  and  amongft  Ro- 
man Catholicks,  it  is  vifible  the  Pope  has  moft  of 
authority  and  perfuafion :  and  it  fhall  be  without 
fcruple  my  advice,  and  that  fpeediJy,  that  fitting 
Minifters  may  be  fent,  and  apt  inducements  pro- 
pofed  to  him  for  jus  interpofition,  not  only  with  all 
Princes  and  States  — — - 

The  M.  0/*  Ormonde  to  Sir  E.  Nicholas. 

SIR, 

IH  A  V  E  been  twice  out  of  town  fince  I  writ  laft 
to  you  •,  once  to  meet  my  Lord  Digby  at  Pont- 
I'Eveque,  and  another  fhort  journey  I  made  to  fee 
fome  places  hereabouts  and  to  take  the  air.  B^this 
means  you  will  mifs  the  letters  of  one  week  from 
me  ;  which  I  did  not  intend  you  fhould  as  long  as  I 
ftay  here.  I  am  very  little  informed  in  any  thing 
of  confequence  by  my  meeting  with  Lord  Digby  ; 
only  he  confirmed  to  me  your  conjecture,  that 
Lord  Jermyn  would  not  this  year  go  for  Scotland : 
but  whether  it  be  a  real  change  of  refolution  in  him, 
or  if  it  be,  upon  what  ground,  I  can  but  guefe,  and 
that  you  will  more  probably  do  than  I,  without  any 
hints  from  me. 

By  letters  of  the  29th  of  the  laft  month  from  Pa- 
risy  it  is  faid  that  at  a  Council  held  the  day  before 
(the  firft  that  was  held  in  a  month  before)  it  was 
concluded  the  Duke  of  York  fhould  have  4000  pi- 

ftoles 
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^./>.  1 65 1  ft0les  a  year  ;  they  excufing  the  fmallnefs  of  the  fum 
W^  by  their  neceffities,  which  made  them  allow  the> 
Queen  his  Mother  but  double  that  fum.  With  no- 
tice of  this  I  prefume  an  invitation  is  fent  to  his 
Highnefs  and  means  of  defraying  his  journey  pro- 
pofed.  I  apprehend  there  may  appear  fome  difficul- 
ty in  the  refolution  fitteft  for  his  Highnefs  to  take 
hereupon ;  if  the  overture  brought  by  my  Lord 
Taaffe  from  the  Duke  of  Lorrain^  hath  been  found 
fo  advantageous  to  his  Majefty  and  clear  in  the  per- 
formance, that  my  Lord  Inchiquin  hath  undertaken 
to  be  the  meffenger  and  propofer  to  the  King  from 
the  Duke  of  York.  For  as  on  the  one  fide  all  that  is 
probably  to  be  expected  from  this  State,as  it  is  and  as 
it  is  like  to  be,  is  at  the  beft  but  the  dribbling  un- 
certain payment  of  that  little  pennon,  without  any 
reafonable  hope  of  greater  advantage,  and  with  at 
furance  (as  I  take  it)  that  the  Treaty  with  the  D. 
of  Lorraine  cannot  confift  with  it :  fo  on  the  other 
fide  the  conditions  propofed  by  the  D.  of  Lorraine 
had  need  be  of  evident  prefent  advantage,  and  fuch 
as  will  appear  fo  to  his  Majefty ;  elfe  it  will  be  hard 
to  juftify  any  demur  on  his  Highnefs's  part,  his 
Majefty's  pleafure,  his  own  often  profefTed  readi- 
nefs  (even  to  impatience  at  the  delay)  to  conform 
himfelf  thereunto,  and  the  provision  made  for  his 
reception  all  concurring.  Whereunto  may  be  add- 
ed that  the  rejection  of  this  offer  importuned  from 
the  French  will  be  taken  for  a  projected  irreparable 
affront,  fuch  as  will  exclude  the  poffibility  of  mak- 
ing fo  much  as  any  modeft  motion  of  this  nature 
hereafter.  My  hope  is,  that  this  invitation  will  be 
with  his  Highnefs  before  my  Lord  Inchiquin  can  be 
difpatched,and  that  all  thefe  and  many  other  incident 
confederations  that  I  am  not  capable  of  will  be 
weighed,  and  the  fafeft  appearing  counfel  fixed  on ; 
which  becaufe  it  is  like  to  be  taken  upon  grounds 

more 
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more  folid  than  can  occur  to  me  by  a    folitary  de-^.D.i6$i 
bate  with  myfelf,  and  that  before  my  letter  can' 
come  to  you,  I  forbear  to  touch  on.    I  remain,  £s?f. 


Caen,  May  4,   1651. 


Ormonde, 


Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

My  moft  honoured  Lord, 

BY  mine  fent  the  laft  poft,  I  advertifed  your 
Excellency  that  Lord  Inchiquin  was  going  for 
Scotland  with  Col.  Blague  \  for  which  he  was  prepa- 
red and  fome  of  his  goods  aboard,  and  as  he  was 
the  laft  week  ready  to  embark,  he  received  notice 
from  Breda  that  Mr.  Fan/haw  was  returned,  and 
that  the  Duke  of  York  defired  thereupon  to  fpeak 
with  his  Lordfhip,  who  prefently  caufed  his  goods 
to  be  taken  afhore  and  haftened  to  Breda :  and  fo 
Col.  Blague  and  Daniel  O  Neile  are  gone.  This 
proved  (as  many  others  in  thefe  parts  frequently 
do)  a  falfe  alarm  ;  for  Mr.  Fan/haw  is  not  arrived, 
nor  any  other  Exprefs  as  yet  from  Scotland,  which 
we  all  wonder  at,  it  being  now  near  three  months 
fince  any  perfon  came  thence.  But  there  are  new- 
ly letters  brought  by  a  Dutch  fhip,  which  advertife 
that  for  certain,  Sir  W.  Tbrogmorton  and  the  Englifh 
Officers  who  went  with  him,  being  about  40  or  50, 
and  alfo  all  the  King's  horfes  and  coach  are  fafely 
landed  in  Scotland,whereofwc  had  much  doubt.  By 
the  fame  letters  bearing  date  Apr.  2 1,  it's  advertifed 
that  the  King's  forces  were  come  up,  and  that  it 
was  believed  the  King  would  within  ten  days  engage 
againft  the  Englifh  rebels :  God  of  Heaven  profper 
his  enterprizes  with  victory  and  honour !  His  Ma- 
jefty  is  faid  to  be  certainly  very  active  and  intelli- 
gent in  his  buiinefs  5  and  by  the  end  of  this  month 

(it's 
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J.D.  1 6$  1  fit's  probable)  we  fhall  hear  of  the  fuccefs  of  his 
C^'VV  arms.  Thefe  letters  fpeak  Argyle  to  be  much  fuf- 
pected  by  the  people,  r^s  well  as  by  the  honefter 
perfons  of  Quality  ;  and  that  his  power  and  repu- 
tation is  there  in  the  wane :  but  that  may  be  report 
only  fancied  by  him  that  wrote,  he  being  an  affec- 
tionate perfon  to  Duke  Hamilton's  party  :  and  I  ob- 
ferve  that  for  the  moft  part  all  that  come  from  Scot- 
land fpeak  more  out  of  affection  than  judgment  of 
affairs  and  perfons  there. 

The  laft  week  Mr.  St.  John  and  his  Collegue 
made  thefe  States  believe,  they  would  be  gone  pre- 
fently  :  but  now  they  are  perfuaded  to  ftay  longer, 
and  have  (as  I  am  told)  written  into  England  to 
their  Mailers  for  leave  to  remain  here  one  fortnight 
more  ;  by  which  time  they  hope  to  finifh  their  Trea- 
ty, which  thefe  dull  Dutch  delay  all  they  can,  that 
before  they  conclude  they  may  underftand  the  fuc- 
cefs of  his  Majefty's  arms  and  affairs  in  Scotland. 
The  French  Ambaflador  M.  de  Bellievre  hath  ta- 
ken his  leave  of  thefe  States,  and  intends  to  return 
for  France  this  week,  not  being  able  to  prevail  in 
any  bufinefs  here,  until  France  fhall  have  given  fa- 
tisfaction  for  the  great  damage  done  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean to  the  fubjecls  of  thefe  States  by  the  French 
men  of  war ;  for  which  this  Ambaflador  hath  given 
good  words  and  very  fair  promifes.  Mr.  Henry 
Seymour  forbears  his  journey  into  France,  in  hopes 
to  have  the  opportunity  to  go  thither  when  the 
Duke  of  Tork  returns. 

I  have  herein  fent  your  Excellency  a  lift  of  fome 
Lords  and  Gentlemen  that  are  imprifoned  or  under 
reftraint  and  trouble,  upon  Mr.  Coke's  treacherous 
difcovery.  I  am  now  told,  that  he  being  a  notori- 
ous Prefbyterian,  and  by  them  entrufted  and  em- 
ployed from  England  (whereof  I  remember  intima- 
tion was  fent  thence  by  honeft  men  when  the  King 
was  at  Jerfey,  but  nothing  would  be  then  credited 

againft 
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againft  any  prudent  perfon  of  that  faction)  was  by  A.D.1651 
his  Majefty  at  Breda,  by  the  counfel  of  Duke  Ha-^ 
rmlton  and  others  of  the  Louvre  creatures,  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  defigns  and  perfons  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  own  party  alfo  •,  fome  of  whom  had  him  fo 
fafpected  (as  namely  the  Lord  Beauchamp)  as  they 
forbore  a  long  time  to  communicate  any  thing  with 
him  ;  infomuch  as  he  wrote  to  Mr. Long  a  letter  com- 
plaining that  that  Lord  was  very  flow  and  backward 
in  the  King's  bufinefs  in  England  ;  which  letter  Mr. 
Long  tells  me  he  mewed  in  Scotland  to  the  King. 
And  yet  afterwards  by  others  importunity  in  England, 
who  had  received  great  commendations  of  him  from 
fome  credulous  people  of  the  King's  party  there,  it 
feems  his  Lordfhip  acquainted  him  with  fo  much  as 
it  is  like  to  coft  him  his  life :  and  if  your  Excellency 
obferve  the  inclofed  lift,  you  will  fee  there  are  there- 
in very  few  Prefbyterians  among  thofe  that  Coke 
hath  difcovered ;  for  the  Prefbyterians  in  Lanca- 
fhire  were  difcovered  by  the  papers  that  were  inter- 
cepted with  Berkenhead.  That  which  to  me  looks 
moft  hideous  in  Coke's  difcovery  is,  that  three  days 
after  his  fecond  apprehenfion  he  wrote  a  letter  to 
a  gallant  Gentleman  here,  who  (it  feems)  had  com- 
municated very  freely  with  him,  though  he  were 
nothing  of  his  opinion  or  faction,  to  fend  him  over 
a  lift  of  the  names  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  in 
Kent ;  which  at  his  being  here  this  time  twelve- 
month he  had  fhewed  him,  alluring  him,  that  all 
the  Northern  parts  of  England  were  in  a  glorious 
condition  to  ferve  the  King  by  his  induftry,  and  he 
would  not  that  that  County  mould  be  backward  in 
it  j  and  therefore  if  he  would  haften  to  him  that 
model  or  lift,  which  he  had  fhewed  him,  he  would 
Jikewife  put  that  in  order,  or  to  that  effect :  and 
fent  this  letter  over  by  an  exprefs  (being  writcen  all 
with  his  own  hand)  that  he  might  arrive  (as  he  did) 
before  the  poft  that  brought  news  of  his  fecond  be- 
V  o  1,  I.  H  h  ing 
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'^P.  1 65 ling  taken.  But  the  Gentleman  being  well  afiiired 
^SV^  of  Coke's  being  then  in  prifon,  forbore  to  fend  him 
the  lift  -,  whereby  perhaps  fome  of  his  Countrymen 
may  efcape  from  being  peached  *,  but  fome  of  the 
chief  of  them  (whofe  names  it  feems  he  remembered) 
are  in  prifon. 

I  fear  I  tire  your  Lordfhip  whilft  1  pleafe  myfelf 
in  thus  freely  communicating  the  fmall  bufineifes 
that  occur  to  me,  who  am  entirely  and  fincerely, 

My  Lord,  &c. 

Hague,  May  io,  1651,  N.  S. 

Jo.    \V I L  COCKS, 

P.  S.  Some  Germans  belonging  to  the  D.  of  Lor- 
rain's  troops,  v/ho  have  formerly  ferved  the  King 
in  England,  have  lately  about  Liege  met  with  fix 
or  eight  perfons,  whx>  coming  over  as  part  of  the 
Rebels  AmbaiTadors  train,  went  towards  Germany 
to  travel  -,  and  having  robbed  them  of  4  or  500  /. 
in  gold  and  jewels,  detain  them  ftill  prifoners, 
until  they  fhall  fend  them  1200/.  more  for  their 
ranfoms :  for  which  purpofe  they  have  permitted 
two  of  their  fervants  to  come  hither  to  folicite 
for  money  *,  which  doth  not  a  little  trouble  Mr, 
St.  John  and  his  Collegue, 

*The  M.  of  Ormonde  to  Lord  Taaffe. 

My  LORD, 

I  Am  no  farther  inftructed  by  any  letter  I  have 
received  from  Ld,  Inchiquin  in  the  bufinefs  men- 
tioned in  yours  of  April  29.  than  I  was  formerly  by 
you;  more  than  that  I  colled  by  his  undertaking  the 
negotiating  of  it,  he  conceives  it  of  advantage  and 
hopeful.  Mr.  O  Neile  forefpoke  the  bufinefs  in  a 
letter  to  me,  but  without  afligning  any  reafons  for 

it* 
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it.  If  there  be  any,  it  muft  be  thofe,  or  fbme  o(J>D.i6$t 
them  conjectured  by  your  Lordfhip.  I  confefs  I  ^V"^ 
mould  venture  remote  hazards  for  prefent  advan- 
tage, believing  no  danger  fo  great  as  the  letting  the 
Rebels  neftle  themfelves  quietly  in  the  Throne  they 
have  ufurped  :  but  if  inftead  of  prefent  help,  and 
that  uncertain,  it  were  porlible  it  might  bring  pre- 
judice upon,  or  give  interruption  unto  the  going 
on  of  action  where  it  is  on  foot,  the  matter  in  fuch 
cafe  will  be  worth  the  weighing.  I  hope  pro  virion 
is  made,  that  if  we  get  no  good,  we  mail  take  no 
hurt  by  the  bare  agitation  of  the  matter. 

I  know  not  yet  what  to  fay  to  the  getting  leave 
for  men  to  march  thorough  and  be  fhipped  in  fbme 
port  in  France.  The  Very  making  of  the  motion 
feems  to  me  to  be  of  a  tieklim  nature,  the  affairs  of 
this  Kingdom  being  yet  hardly  fettled.  But  I  expect 
Lord  Jermyn  will  be  here  to  morrow  or  the  next 
day  in  his  journey  to  Jerjey  :  from  him  I  fhall 
know  the  fltnefs  of  the  motion,  and  the  probability 
of  fuccefs,  if  it  be  made.  This  I  doubt  will  be  the 
beft  ifllie  of  it,  that  if  the  French  confent  to  it* 
it  will  be  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  it  will  coft  as 
much  time  and  money,  as  the  doing  it  out  of  Ger* 
many.  How  the  Spaniard  that  has  no  pretence  of 
jealoufy,  and  has  convenient  ports,  can  refufe  it, 
and  yet  continue  to  deferve  the  title  of  the  mod: 
Catholick  King,  I  understand  not,  By  that  time 
you  are  refblved  in  this  point  by  the  Bifhop  of 
Ferns ,  a  great  Cafuift  now  there,  you  fhall  hear 
again  from 

Caen,  May  i  i,  XqWT  Lord/hip's 

1651. 

zery  affecl'wnate  Servant, 
Ormonde, 

H  h  2  Sit 
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Sir  E.  Nicholas  to  the  M.  of  Ormonde. 

My  moft  honoured  Lord0 

J.D.i6$i  T  Have  had  the  honour  of  your  Lordfhip's  fa- 
^y^  X  vour  of  the  4th  of  this  month  :  and  though  I 
cannot  doubt  but  you  have  very  good  notice  from 
Paris  of  all  French  occurrences,  yet  I  may  not 
omit  to  advertife  that  i  hear  Lord  Jermyn  is  gone 
towards  Jerfey,  and  hath  carried  thither  with  him 
Sir  John  Berkeley  and  other  Commiffioners  to  fell 
fome  of  the  King's  lands  there  to  raife  money  to 
pay  fome  debt  the  King  is  faid  to  owe  Lord  Jermyn, 
there  being  nothing  but  the  rent  of  thofe  lands  to 
maintain  the  garrifons  there  :  but  I  believe  his 
Lordfhip  will  lofe  his  labour.  By  this  you  may 
fee  that  no  neceflity  of  the  King's  own  condition  or 
affairs  doth  render  thofe  who  have  been  no  lofers 
by  their  fervices  done  to  the  Crown,  to  leave  un- 
attempted  any  way  or  means  to  fupply  themfelves 
in  their  ereatnefs.  The  Duke  of  fork  came  hither 
Friday  lafl:  on  the  fudden  from  Breda  before  his  fit- 
ter knew  of  it,  intending  only  to  vifit  her  and  be 
gone  the  next  day  :  but  fhe  hath  now  prevailed 
with  him  tc  flay  here  longer  j  fome  here  prefied 
his  Highnefs's  prefent  going  for  France^  without 
longer  expecling  the  Queen's  orders  for  it :  which 
purpofe  was  upon  long  debate  altered.  For  indeed 
that  had  been  as  great  an  error,  as  the  firft  in  leav- 
ing France  againft  her  Majefty's  advice  ;  efpecially 
fince  it  was  manifeft  that  his  Majefty's  intentions 
are  that  the  Duke  mall  remain  here,  till  the  Queen 
had  prepared  things  in  France  fit  for  his  Highnefs's 
coming,  and  her  Majefty  in  her  lafl:  letter  to  him 
wrote,  that  he  fhould  make  himfelf  ready  to  come 
as  fbon  as  fhe  mould  fend  to  him. 

By  a  letter  from  Lord  Inehiquin  I  perceive  that 
2  he 
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he  intends  about  the  beginning  of  the  next  month  A.D.  165 1 
to  go  for  Scotland,  He  writes  to  me,  that  he  hath  V^Y"*^ 
written  to  the  King,  defiring  a  commiflion  may  be 
fent  to  you  to  treat  with  the  Duke  of  Lcrrain, 
with  inductions  to  be  firft  well  afiured,  that  pro- 
bably advantage  may  be  made  by  the  treaty  for  his 
Majefty's  fervice  •,  as  I  prefume  Lord  Inchiquin 
hath  more  fully  advertifed  your  Excellency,  than 
me.  But  if  I  had  been  worthy  to  have  been  firfc 
advifed  withal  in  that  affair,  (the  Duke  of  Tcrk 
having  formerly  acquainted  the  King  with  that  pro- 
portion made  by  the  Duke  of  Lorrain,  and  written 
that  he  would  do  nothing  in  it,  till  he  heard  from 
his  Majefty)  I  mould  have  counfelled  the  Duke  of 
Tcrk  to  have  expected  what  his  Majefty  would  have 
directed  therein,  before  he  mould  have  done  any 
more  in  that  bufinefs,  which  is  certainly  of  greateft 
concernment  to  the  King.  And  I  hear  by  all  men, 
that  the  Duke  of  Lerrain  is  very  fubtiie  in  Trea- 
ties, and  not  to  be  confided  in  farther  than  he  ap- 
pears to  be  really  obliged  under  his  hand.  Befides 
as  your  Lordfhip  very  well  cbferves,  a  treaty  with 
him  in  this  conjuncture  may  injealous  and  difpleafe 
France,  if  not  very  cautioufly  proceeded  in.  I  af- 
fure  you,  it  feems  to  me  that  the  Duke  of  Tork  is 
very  impatient  in  his  defires  to  haften  into  France  ; 
infomuch  as  he  cannot  be  eafiiy  perfuaded  to  flay  for 
the  Queen's  orders  for  it. 

The  things  called  Ambafladors  from  England 
here,  have  deferred  their  return  for  a  fortnight.  We 
hear  that  they  have  received  news  from  Ireland,  their 
fellow-rebels  have  lately  received  a  great  lofs ;  but 
that  they  keep  it  very  fecret :  I  wifh  it  be  true.  Sir 
Alexander  Hope  came  hither  from  Scotland  two  days 
iince  ;  he  faith  he  left  that  kingdom  about  ten  days 
fince,  and  that  the  King  had  then  24000  men,  and 
expected  more  ;  that  he  was  very  active  and  refb- 
lute  to  fight  Cromwell,  who  had  1 8000  effective ;  that 

his 
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f-D-tGs1  his  Majefty  will  not  be  able  to  keep  his  men  above* 
eight  days  together  in  a  body  ;  which  is  the  caufe 
that  they  come  not  fafter  together.  He  told  a  pri- 
vate friend  here,  that  he  was  confident  his  country- 
men would  only  make  a  mew,  but  not  fight  when 
they  came  to  it  •,  and  that  the  King  would  be  forced 
to  embrace  the  proportion  he  long  fince  made  to 
him ;  which  was  to  relinquifh  all  his  intereft  in  Eng- 
land and  Ireland.  He  fpeaks  of  a  party  that  would 
rife  in  the  Weft  of  Scotland  to  that  purpofe  J  and 
that  they  would  be  commanded  by  a  great  perfon 
now  about  the  King.  He  fays,  Mr.  Pocky  was  by 
the  King  appointed  to  come  for  thefe  parts,  and 
would  be  here  with  the  firfl  opportunity. 

We  hear  that  Van  'Trump  and  the  Englim  have 
landed  fome  men  in  one  of  the  unfortified  ifles  of 
Sortings  :  but  we  hope  they  will  not  be  able  to  pre- 
vail agairt'ft  any  part  of  them  which  are  of  impor- 
tance. When  the  Duke  of  York  mail  be  returned  into 
France,  I  intend  to  remove  to  fbme  cheaper  place, 
whereof  I  fhall  give  your  Excellency  timely  notice, 
that  you  may  fend  me  fuch  commands  wherewith 
you  fhall  be  pleafed  to  honour,  65V. 

Hague,  May  17,    1651, 

Ch.  Letherage. 

The  M.  gf  Ormonde  to  Sir  E.  Nicholas* 

SIR, 

YOUR  letter  of  the  10th  of  this  month  made 
more  hafte  hither  than  any  I  had  formerly  re- 
ceived from  you  •,  whether  by  the  k?Son  of  the  year, 
or  by  what  other  accident,  I  know  not :  but  I  tell 
it  you,  that  if  it  be  by  any  means  that  may  be  con- 
ftantly  lighted  on,  you  may  pleafe  to  lay  hold  of  it 
hereafter.  More  than  what  Mr,  Maxwell  writes  to 
2  my 
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my  wife,  or  that  I  find  in  the  Gazette,  there  comes  AD.\6$% 
little  to  me  from   Paris  :    from  thence  no   body 
writes  to  me,  nor  I  to  no  body  there,  unlefs  upon 
fome  occaflon  of  private  importance,  which  hap- 
pens but  feldom.     What  we  have  out  of  England^ 
you  have  at  leaft  as  foon  and  certainly  as  we  get  it 
here :  and  from  Scotland  to  us  you  are  in  the  high- 
way •,  fo  that  as  I  have  always  been  in  all  offices  of 
friendfhip,  I  mull  be  on  the  taking  and  begging 
hand,  that  you  would  continue  to  impart  without 
hope  of  retribution.     But  to  let  you  fee  I  am  willing 
to  recompence,  I  fend  ycu  a  relation  of  the  attempt 
made  by  the  Rebels  upon  Sorlings,  fent  from  Sam- 
bcrne  ofMGrlaix,  who  had  it  from  one  that  came 
from  thofe  iflands  fince  the  attempt.  Another  much 
more  uncomfortable  relation  is  come  from  Parisy 
which  I  prefume  will  be  fent  you  :  but  I  hope  it  will 
be  found  that  this  is  the  worfi  of  that  bufinefs, 
and  that  the  Rebels  are  not  much  advantaged  by 
what  they  have  gained,  nor  in  any  likelihood  of 
gaining  more.     I  know  not  whether  J  mould  be 
forry  for  Lord  Inchiquin's  being  flayed  or  no,  fince 
the  King's  condition  in  Scotland  is  fo  near  an  altera- 
tion,   as   thofe  come  thence  report.     I  am  little 
knowing  in  Scotch  intrigues :    but  by   what  hath 
been  publickly  acted  there,  I  mould  judge  that  the 
declining  of  rny  Lord  Argyle'z  greatnefs,  but  more 
efpecially  of  his  reputation  with  the  people,  is  the 
thing  or  that  nature  moft  to  be  wifhed ;  though 
I  guefs  it  may  be  otherwife  thought  at  the  Louvre, 
And  feeing  there  is  no  prefent  poffibility  that  the 
principal  power  in  that  kingdom  can  fall  into  the 
hands  of  any  that  are  abfolutely  unblemifhed,    I 
know  not  where  it  is  more  to  be  wifhed  than  in 
Duke  Hamilton.     We  have  thefe  ten  days  expected 
Lord  Jermyn  here  in  his  way  to  Jerfey  :  and  by  the 
letters  of  the  i 6th  of  this  month  it  is  faid,  that  he 
will  be  ftere  on  Saturday  next,    I  know  not  what 

the 
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j.D.  1 651  the  occasion  of  his  ftay  may  be,  unlefs  to  fee  the  D. 
^of  York's  penfion  placed  upon  fome  certain  fund.  By 
the  laft  letters  out  of  England  hither  (which  may  be 
fince  thofe  that  brought  the  lift  of  the  imprifoned 
perfons  into  Holla-ad)  there  are  many  more  Lords 
faid  to  be  under  examination  or  reft  rain  t,  than  thofe 
you  fent  me.  They  name  the  Earls  of  Pembroke ', 
Warwick  and  Leicefter  ;  and  the  Earl  of  Salisbury 
under  examination,  with  fbme  others  whofe  names 
I  remember  not :  but  I  remember  that  foon  after 
Coke's  laft  taking,  it  was  Cud  that  the  Rebels  appli- 
ed the  rack  to  him,  or  at  leaft  threatned  him  with 
it ;  to  which  till  there  be  proof  againft  him  I  could 
willingly  impute  his  difcovery :  for  though  I  know 
him  not,  yet  being  in  thofe  mercilefs  hands,  I  have 
fo  much  companion  for  him  as  leads  me  to  charitable 
conftruclions  of  what  may  have  been  frighted  out 
of  him.  I  renew  my  defire  of  hearing  conftantly 
from  you :  and  remain,  &c . 

Caen,  May  18,  1 651. 

Ormonde. 


rbe  END  of  theFirft  VOLUME, 
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